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 In contrast to the rest of Creation which came into existence through Hashem’s spoken word, Rashi 
writes (Bereishis 1:27) that Adam HaRishon was personally created by Hashem’s hands, and as such, he 
possessed tremendous strengths and abilities. Further, the Gemora (Sanhedrin 59b) teaches that while Adam 
reclined in Gan Eden, Heavenly angels prepared for him meat and wine, and the Medrash (Bereishis Rabbah 

8:10) adds that Adam’s spiritual greatness was so unparalleled that some of the angels mistakenly thought 
that he was a Divine being. 
  

Hashem gave Adam only one restriction: not to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 
Nevertheless, even though Adam heard this command directly from Hashem, He transgressed the injunction 
and ate from the forbidden tree. How much time elapsed from the time of Adam’s creation until his sin? 
Not a month, a week, or even a day, as he ate from the prohibited fruit mere hours after coming into 
existence. 
  

To help us appreciate and relate to the magnitude of what transpired, imagine that you spent a 
tremendous amount of money to build a magnificent palace containing hundreds of rooms, each with its 
own unique function. One room contains a zoo, another room is full of gold and precious gems, a different 
room features pools and waterfalls, while yet another room offers a botanical garden. Imagine that you then 
decide to do an amazing act of kindness by permitting a random stranger to enter and enjoy your splendid 
creation, giving him only one instruction: Be careful not to damage or destroy my beautiful palace. Then, 
mere moments after he walks in, he lights a match and burns down the entire palace in front of your very 
eyes. How would you feel at that moment, and how would you respond to him? 

 
 Although this parable seems analogous to the sin of Adam HaRishon in Gan Eden, in reality what 
he did was far worse. The Medrash (Koheles 7:13) teaches that when Hashem created Adam, he took him 
around and showed him all of the trees in Gan Eden. He told Adam to look and see how beautiful His 
creations are, and informed him that they were all created for his benefit and enjoyment. Hashem also 
warned Adam to be careful not to harm or destroy the world. In contrast to the person who merely burned 
down a palace built by another human, Adam permanently altered an entire world that had been created by 
Hashem Himself, mere hours after its creation, resulting in the death of every person who has ever lived. 
 
 If we would ask ourselves, how should Hashem respond to Adam after he ate from the forbidden 
fruit? We would certainly expect Hashem to feel tremendous anger, which would translate into Him meting 
out incredibly harsh punishments to Adam, without showing any mercy. We would also undoubtedly 
assume that Hashem would be so furious at Adam that He would have no interest in speaking to him or 
interacting with him in any way. However, when we examine Hashem’s actual response to Adam after his 
sin, we can’t help but be amazed and astonished by how much it differs from how we would have responded. 



After Adam ate from the forbidden fruit, Hashem’s first words to him were not words of 
punishment or curse, nor name-calling and casting of blame, but rather a simple question, Ayekah – Where 
are you? Rashi explains that Hashem obviously knew where he was located, but He asked this question as 
a means of opening a conversation with Adam, without overwhelming him with fear that he would be 
punished immediately.  
 
 The conversation between them continues, with Hashem asking Adam: “Who told you that you are 
naked? Did you eat from the tree from which I commanded you not to eat?” Adam replied, “The woman 
that You put with me gave me from the tree, and I ate.” As if Adam hadn’t already transgressed enough by 
eating from the forbidden fruit and bringing death and destruction to the world, Rashi notes that in his 
response, he compounded his sin by in essence partially blaming Hashem for it, instead of taking 
responsibility for his own actions. This new level of chutzpah certainly should have aroused Hashem’s 
anger and inspired Him to punish and rebuke Adam, but instead He remained silent and proceeded to speak 
to Chava and the serpent about what had transpired, and only at the end did He finally mete out the 
appropriate punishments to each party. 
 
 Incredibly, after the curses and punishments, the Torah records that Hashem’s next step was to 
make leather garments for Adam and Chava: Vaya’as lahem kasnos ohr vayalbisheim – and He dressed 
them. Rabbeinu Bechaye notes that it would have seemingly been more grammatically correct to say lilbosh 
– to wear. He explains that the Torah is stressing that Hashem not only created the garments, but that He 
personally placed them on Adam and Chava, in order to teach us how much love and compassion He feels 
toward His creations, even when they have sinned.  

 
In contrast to the raging fury and anger that we would have expected, Hashem displayed the exact 

opposite emotions in His response. The lesson this teaches us is that our perception and image of Hashem 
is completely mistaken. Hashem is our Father in Heaven, Who loves us and desires us – His handiwork and 
creations – more than anything else. Even when we slip up, as all humans inevitably do, and even if our 
actions have destroyed His world, He is a loving, merciful Father Who isn’t seeking to frighten and punish 
us, but is waiting patiently for us to repent and return to Him. With His own hands, he prepares for us 
clothing to wear, food to eat, a house to live in, and all of the good that we have in life, even though we 
have sinned against Him countless times without repenting.  

 
The reason that Hashem does this is so that we will recognize and understand that His love for us 

is completely limitless and greater than we can fathom or comprehend. Therefore, if we refuse to repent 
and return to His outstretched, merciful hands, we will cause Him tremendous disappointment. We will 
have nothing to answer when He asks us, as He will ask every person, “Why, despite all of the good that I 
did for you and all of the love that I showed you, did you refuse to listen to me? Don’t you know that I’m 
anxiously awaiting you at every moment? Why did you distance yourself from me so much?” May it be 
Hashem’s will that we should merit recognizing our loving and merciful Father, and immediately return to 
Him with feelings of true love. 

 

  
 

There is a mitzvah to judge every person favorably. If this mitzvah 
applies to every man, all the more so does it apply to judging Hashem 

favorably. 
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