
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
24. One should distance himself from foolishness, silliness, and frivolity, and also from 

anger, because it confuses a person’s spirit and mind. One should constantly serve his 

Maker with love. One should not fail to carry out a single detail of this directive. 

The Tosafos Yom Tov writes that anger confuses one’s understanding, knowledge, and 

thinking ability. Sefer HaYirah (170) notes that when someone becomes angry, he confuses 

his mind and he can’t concentrate on loving Hashem, his Creator. Rabbi Scheinbaum 

teaches that the Gemara in Eiruvin (65b) says that a person is recognized in one of three 

ways: Koso, his cup, which refers to his approach to drinking wine; Kiso, his wallet, 

meaning, how he spends his money and the manner in which he reacts to financial 

situations; and Ka’aso, his anger, how he reacts when he is aggravated and his self-control 

in these types of situations. Anger is the last standard for determining a person’s character, 

and one who loses control of his temper will likely make errors in judgment. Anger is one of 

the most difficult emotions to master, and one of the key components to proper management 

of anger is Ruchniyus. Animals react when they are provoked, but people should not. Rather, 

a spiritual instinct should kick in and prevent him from reacting with anger. Feeling anger is 

normal. It is how one responds to his anger that determines the character of the individual. A 

spiritual person understands that any results from an angry response will be short-lived, but 

it has a very high price. One should ask himself before reacting, “What do I have to gain? 

Better yet, what do I have to lose?” Chazal tell us that the Shechinah departs from one who 

becomes angry, and one who recognizes this will maintain control over his emotions.  

In a certain village, the Rabbi and the Shochet couldn’t get along. Finally, the Rabbi 

approached Rav Shlomo Kluger, zt”l, and asked him to have the Shochet removed from his 

position as Shochet, based on the fact that he was short-tempered and got angry quickly, and 

Chazal teach that such a person is like one who worships idolatry. Rav Shlomo Kluger 

replied, “It is true that if one becomes angry frequently he is to be reprimanded for it, but it 

is a far greater Aveirah for one to seek to deprive another from his Parnasah out of anger.” 
 

כי תקרב אל עיר להלחם עליה וקראת אליה לשלום: והיה אם שלום תענך ופתחה לך 
יא(-והיה כל העם הנמצא בה יהיו לך למס ועבדוך: )כ:י  

When you draw near to a city to wage war against it, you shall call out to it for 
peace. It shall be that if it responds to you in peace and opens for you,  
then all the people who are found within it shall be for you as a tribute,  

and they shall serve you. (20:10-11) 
The Ben Ish Chai wrote in his Sefer “Aderes Eliyahu”: “When you draw near to 

a city to wage war against it” – the “city” referred to is Yerushalayim. We come to 
wage war that HaKadosh Baruch Hu will build Yerushalayim for us. How do we 
wage war? “You shall call out to it for peace”. If there will be peace between one 
man and another – through this the holy city of Yerushalayim will be built. “It 
shall be that if there is peace for you” – if there will truly be peace among you, 
then “it responds to you” – HaKadosh Baruch Hu will respond to your request and 
Yerushalayim will be built. (Umatok HaOhr) 
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A Jewish king is warned that if 

he is not haughty he will have a long 

life (17:20). Conversely, haughtiness 

will shorten his life. The Ramban 

notes that although this is written 

regarding kings, this directive 

applies to all people. Kings may feel 

that due to their position they are 

entitled to haughtiness and therefore 

they are singled out for this 

directive. In his letter, Igeres 

HaRamban, The Ramban 

emphasizes that a person has no 

reason to be haughty, as nothing he 

or she achieves in life is due to their 

own accomplishments. Everything 

we are and do is exactly what 

Hashem gives each of us and enables 

each of us to accomplish.   
 

רפאל חיים שאר ישוב לרפואה שלימה: 

 בן באבא חיה רבקה

 ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן גיטל פייגא

בתוך שאר חולי ישראל   

 



  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
A Talmid of the Yeshivah of Slutzk 

once recounted a story. “In 1917, I was 

twelve years old and I was allowed to 

enter the Yeshivah. Due to my young 

age, my father asked Rav Isser Zalman 

Meltzer to hire one of the best students 

of the Yeshivah to learn with me, so that 

I could keep up with the rest of the 

Yeshivah. The Rosh Yeshivah suggested 

one of the best young scholars,            

R’ Elazar Mann Shach. My father 

agreed and I started learning with him. 

After a period of time my father came to 

pay him, but to his surprise, the young 

man refused to accept the money. He 

said, ‘It is true that I agreed to learn with 

your son to help him achieve a higher 

level of learning, but there was a 

mistake in the arrangement. Your son 

does not need me or any other person to 

learn with him. He is advancing to 

higher levels on his own, and therefore, 

there is no reason to pay me.’ My father 

didn’t know what to do. He consulted 

with Rav Isser Zalman, who was also at 

a loss as to how to persuade his student 

to accept the money. He went to         

Rav Aharon Kotler, who was then 

teaching in the Yeshivah, and asked for 

his advice. Rav Aharon had a brilliant 

idea. He told R’ Elazar Mann, ‘If the 

boy is really gifted and does not need 

you to help him advance in his learning, 

then let us test him. We will ask him to 

prepare a Tosafos on a particularly 

difficult piece, and if he is able to learn 

it properly, then you are right. But if he 

has difficulty with it, that means that he 

needs your assistance and you deserve 

payment.’ R’ Elazar Mann agreed, and I 

was asked to study the tough Tosafos on 

my own. At the time, I didn’t fully grasp 

Rav Aharon’s intentions, and I took the 

challenge very seriously. I put 

tremendous effort into learning it well, 

and when the Rosh Yeshivah tested me, I 

was very prepared and knew the 

material. R’ Elazar Mann’s face beamed 

when he heard me at my test. He was 

delighted to be proven right, and he 

refused to take money from my father, 

despite his poverty and how desperately 

he could have used it!” 
 

 

 
 

ה"ע בן שלמה זלמן חיים ארי'לע"נ:   
From his children 
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 בס"ד

 Working on our Middos 
Rabbi Yonah Emanuel of Yerushalayim once related:  “On Tisha B’Av 1944, in 

the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, there was a decree issued that no one would 

receive any food that day— not even the very young children, the sick, or the 

elderly. Despite this cruel decree, my mother managed to cook some cereal for my 

young sister Batya, who was three and a half years old. My mother was eventually 

caught and was brought to trial. The court was convened on Friday night of Shabbos 

Nachamu, the first Shabbos after Tisha B’Av. In Bergen-Belsen, special trials were 

held where the defendant was entitled to an advocate, or they could speak in their 

own defense. My mother decided to waive her right to have an advocate and refused 

to say anything on her own behalf. Despite being offered a chance to defend herself, 

she insisted on keeping quiet and wouldn’t say anything, and she wouldn’t search 

for someone else who would either. The trial was extremely short and my mother 

was sentenced to have a loss of food rations for two days. I asked her why she did 

not argue for herself and say that she was concerned that her young daughter would 

starve, and that was why she had fed her child. I told her that this might have gotten 

her a lighter sentence. My mother answered, ‘It was already Shabbos when my trial 

started, and I saw that every word was being written down by the court reporter, 

who was a Jew. I therefore decided to remain silent. It is better to go hungry than to 

cause another Jew to be Mechalel Shabbos!’” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev teaches that a righteous person’s main 

goal is to give pleasure to Hashem. To a person who has this perspective in 

life, there is no difference if he or someone else causes Hashem this 

pleasure. By keeping this focus, Rav Levi Yitzchok says, we can actually 

be happy and appreciate when someone else has a certain position or an 

accomplishment, and avoid being envious. As long as the goal of pleasing 

Hashem is met, it doesn’t matter who the person is that accomplishes it! 
 

If someone is still Davening Maariv after the rest of the Shul has finished, the 

others should wait for him until he finishes, so that they do not disturb his 

concentration. If this person came late and started Davening later than everyone else 

did and he was never able to finish together with the rest of the Shul, they are not 

obliged to wait for him, because it is clear that he entered with the intention that he 

is not afraid to be the last one remaining in Shul. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 70:5) 
 

 

 

 The Siddur Speaks 
Following the Yom Kippur War, the Gerrer Rebbe had visitors from all 

over the world, all of them seeking his advice and Brachos. However, he 

refused to discuss any topics that related to politics and the military 

situation, and whenever anyone asked him about these issues he simply gave 

the same answer to everyone: “We must Daven”. Once, a distinguished 

American Rabbi asked him, “What do you say about the current situation?” 

The Rebbe replied, “I say Tehilim.”  
 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 


