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Rabbi Reisman - Rosh Hashana - Shabbos Parshas Hazinu 5778 

1 - A thought on Selichos 

As we prepare for Shabbos Parshas Hazinu and also Rosh Hashana which precedes Shabbos, I would like 

to mention a few Nekudos that have to do with our preparation for the upcoming Yomim Noraim 

specifically the Selichos that we Daven and the Machshavos that we have to have in preparation. 

I would like to start by explaining a Nekuda that many people find confusing. We say the Shelosha Esrei 

Middos in Selichos, however, the first time we say the Shelosha Esrei Middos we begin with Keil Erech 

Apaim Atah. We start a Hakdama and Vaya’avor Hashem Al Panav Vayikra but it begins in a totally 

different Nussach of Keil Erech Apaim Atah. The rest of the times we say Selichos we begin with Keil 

Melech Yosheiv Al Kisai Rachamim Misnaheig B’chasidus. The question is why, why do we start the first 

one one way and the others a different way? 

The answer is something which gives us a tremendous Chizuk and Chashivus of the Shelosha Esrei Middos 

and the whole idea of the Shelosha Esrei Middos and the Kochos that it has. The Shelosha Esrei Middos is 

really a Davar Soidi, something that was revealed to Moshe Rabbeinu in the most incredible way. HKB”H 

was Mis’ateif like a Shaliach Tzibbur and was Megaleh before us K’seder Hazeh. Saying the Shelosha Esrei 

Middos numerous times in Selichos should have a special Chashivus to you. What is the Chashivus? 

The Chashivus of the Shelosha Esrei Middos is that it caused HKB”H to be Omed from the Kisai Hadin 

and to be Yosheiv Al Kisai Rachamim. It switches the whole mode in Shamayim into a new way. Mimeila, 

the first time we say a Bakasha of Keil Erech Apayim Ata we are still talking to the Ribbono Shel Olam 

who is sitting on the Kisai Hadin as we haven’t said the Shelosha Esrei Middos even once. Before we said 

the Shelosha Esrei Middos the first time, the Hakdama is Keil Erech Apaim Ata, we talk about HKB”H’s 

Charon Af as the Hakdama to the Shelosha Esrei Middos. However, once we said Shelosha Esrei Middos 

one time, the first time in Selichos, we say Hashem Hashem Keil Erech Apaim, we are confident that that 

changed the whole mode in Heaven, the whole position in Heaven, and from then on we start by saying 

Keil Melech Yosheiv Al Kisai Rachamim. We talk to the Ribbono Shel Olam who is Yosheiv Al Kisai 

Rachamim. 

This is the explanation of the change of the Hakdama and there is a Raya to this. The Raya is that it is true 

of the Selichos of all of the days until Yom Kippur that we first say Keil Erech Apaim Atah and then Keil 

Melech Yosheiv, but if you look at the Selichos of Yom Kippur itself, the Selichos is always Keil Melech 

Yosheiv Al Kisai Rachamim and the reason for that is simple because it is the Malchuso Shel Yom 

Hakkipurim which is the Yom Harachamim. So on Yom Kippur there is no reason to start with Keil Erech 

Apaim Atah. So this is a Havana in the Seder HaSelichos. More importantly it is a Havana in the Shelosha 

Esrei Middos. 
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Unfortunately many people begin the Shelosha Esrei Middos by saying loudly with Kavana, Hashem 

Hashem Keil Erech Apaim, but V’nakei, the 13th of the Shelosha Esrei Middos is already mumbled or 

barely said. The Shelosha Esrei Middos are a package, it goes together, it is everything as one. On the 

contrary, the last is the most powerful. V’nakei, the idea that the Ribbono Shel Olam is cleansing us is the 

most powerful. So the Yeitzer Hora knows his work and he says to us you are going to say the Yud Gimmel 

Middos, fine, say it with a lot of Bren and Cheishek and loud but by the time you get to V’nakei he has us 

all Far’cholomt. No! Say all Yud Gimmel Middos properly and Mimeila it will work, it will bring a time 

of Rachamim. 

2 - Topic - A story that brings out another Nikuda in Selichos 

For my second thought of the day I would like to share with you a Maiseh that happened to someone on the 

west side of Manhattan, an incredible insight which gives us an insight into one part of our Bakashos to the 

Ribbono Shel Olam in Selichos. 

Maiseh Shehaya Kach Haya, someone who lives in one of the tall buildings in the west side, a prestigious 

building, a wealthy fellow, and one day he is going down the elevator and someone was in the elevator with 

him and he asks him why are there so many police cars in front of the building today? The fellow who was 

going down in the elevator with him told him that he lives in the penthouse of the building and he is the son 

of the king of Morocco, he is a prince. The king of Morocco who was visiting for whatever reason, was 

visiting his son that day and that is why there was a police presence outside the building. This person was 

very Nisrageish. So the prince said to him do you want to meet my father, do you want to meet the king? 

He said yes. 

By Frum Yidden it is a big thing to meet a king, we make a Beracha. So he was told to come that night at 

8 pm to meet him. V’kach Asa. Now this Yid happened to have had a son who had just been Bar Mitzvah 

and the son was home in the evening and he took him along with him. They went up to the penthouse and 

they got in and they met the King of Morocco and spoke with him for a few minutes. 

The king was very moved with this Bar Mitzvah Bochur and he asked him a few questions. He asked him 

how old are you and he answered 13. He saw that he was bright. He said 13, that is a special age for the 

Jewish boys and he said yes I was just Bar Mitzvah. I am going to Eretz Yisrael to see the Gedolim there 

and Daven there. It is a week after my Bar Mitzvah. That was the Maiseh that took place. 

The next day this Yid went to his mailbox and he found that the king had left a check for the Bar Mitzvah 

boy as a gift for $50,000. A nice Bar Mitzvah gift. The father was very embarrassed and he went back up 

to the prince and thanked him and he said I don’t know what you think the Jews do for Bar Mitzvah boys, 

we give $180 or $360, we don’t give $50,000 gifts to Bar Mitzvah Bochurim. The prince said to him you 

don’t understand, Bar Mitzvah boys get $180 gifts but for the king of Morocco it is inappropriate to give 

anything less than $50,000. That is what he told him. 

It is an interesting story and this father of the Bar Mitzvah boy took the Bar Mitzvah boy to Eretz Yisrael 

and when he was by Rav Chaim Kanievsky he told him this story. He told him what happened. Rav Chaim 

said to him now I understand. What did he understand? 

We say during the Yomim Noraim, Avinu Malkeinu Asei Lemancha V’lo Lemaneinu. What do we care if 

the Ribbono Shel Olam does Lemancha or Lemaneinu? What are we saying? Zagt Rav Chaim, Asei 

Lemancha V’lo Lemaneinu. We deserve $180 gifts but for the Ribbono Shel Olam Er Pas Dich Nisht that 

he should give less than Beyadcha Harachava. Avinu Malkeinu Asei Lemancha V’lo Lemaneinu. 
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So let’s take these words in Selichos and Be’ezras Hashem Yisbarach we should be Zoche that the days 

that are coming upon us are days of Rachamim where our Tefillos are answered, our Bakashos are 

answered, Metoch Yado Harachava. 

3 - Topic - Question for the Yom Tov table 

Let me add one more Machshava. A Kasha for the Rosh Hashanah table. We take out and eat the Rimon 

and we say to the Ribbono Shel Olam, Yehi Ratzon for the Siman. We say to the Ribbono Shel Olam, Yehi 

Ratzon Sheyirbu Zechuyisainu K’rimon. It is a very difficult expression Sheyirbu Zechuyisainu K’rimon. 

The Gemara in Maseches Berachos 57a (28 lines from the top) Darshuns a Posuk in Shir Hashirim 4:3 and 

 that the idea that a Yid has Zechusim like a Rimon for an empty person for an Am (    כפלח הרמון רקתך) 6:7

Ha’aretz Afilu Raikanim Shebach Melai’im Mitzvos K’rimon (מאי רקתך אפילו ריקנין שבך מלאים מצות כרמון    ). 

Is this an appropriate thing to say, Yehi Ratzon Sheyirbu Zechuyisainu K’rimon only like a Rimon? 

It is a Kasha that the Pri Chadash asks, a Gevaldige Kasha and I hope that you come up with a good answer 

over Rosh Hashana and if not, Bli Neder next week in the pre Yom Kippur Shiur, I will explain that a Vort 

that I said a year or two ago regarding the Tefillos of Yom Kippur answers the Pri Chadash’s Kasha. 

In the meantime a Kesiva V’chasima Tovah to everyone. I ask you Mechila for the times that I am late 

getting on the phone including today. I wish everybody a Kesiva V’chasima Tovah, a Shana Tovah 

Umesukah. Shenisrabu Zechuyosaihem Yoser Mai’rimonim. A Gutten Yom Tov and a Gut Shabbos to 

all!                

  

Rabbi Reisman - Yomim Noraim 5772 

I would like to share with you a Vort and then what is on my mind as we approach Rosh Hashana for this 

year. The Gemara in Yoma 86b (7th wide line 8th word) says ( היכי דמי בעל תשובה אמר רב יהודה כגון שבאת לידו

 ?What is a Baal Teshuva .(דבר עבירה פעם ראשונה ושניה וניצל הימנה מחוי רב יהודה באותה אשה באותו פרק באותו מקום

Someone who comes to the same situation that he was in originally the first time he failed in his Nisayon, 

and this time he is successful. According to our Girsa in the Gemara, there has to be two times that you are 

successful in order to become a Baal Teshuva. The Gemara says it has to be exactly the same Nisayon.  

The Rambam in beginning of Perek 2 of Hilchos Teshuva says, ( אי זו היא תשובה גמורה. זה שבא לידו דבר שעבר

בו ואפשר בידו לעשותו ופירש ולא עשה מפני התשובה. לא מיראה ולא מכשלון כח. כיצד הרי שבא על אשה בעבירה ולאחר זמן 

במדינה שעבר בה ופירש ולא עבר זהו בעל תשובה גמורהנתייחד עמה והוא עומד באהבתו בה ובכח גופו ו ). What is complete 

Teshuva? The Rambam says that complete Teshuva is if a Nisayon comes to you even once and you are 

successful in withstanding that Nisayon, that is Teshuva.  

Which Aveiros are we talking about? For us Bnei Torah, we are talking about somebody who goes to work 

on a bus or a train. When he started he had a plan, he had a Mishnayos or a Chumash to learn the Parsha 

every week and as the years go on or for some as the months go on it becomes reading the newspaper, or it 

becomes daydreaming, or taking a nap. The learning is not there anymore. So for somebody who goes out 

to work that is a big part of the Nisayon of his daily life. What to do during travelling time? There is only 

a small amount of time that most people have once they start working, that they have as optional time that 

can be used one way or the other. Travelling time is a major part of it. Does someone use it for learning? 

That is a Nisayon.  
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What is Teshuva Gemura says the Rambam? When it comes L'mayseh again, and you are Omed the 

Nisayon. The next time you don't turn on the silly talk shows. The silliness of people who listen to other 

human beings who have nothing better to do with their lives then sit on a phone to talk on a radio. This 

Nisayon is a big Nisayon for Bnei Torah. (היכי דמי בעל תשובה)? If he is successful with passing the Nisayon 

the next time.  

Rav Tzadok in Takkanas Hashavim page 39 brings a Peledika idea B'sheim the Baal Shem Tov. This idea 

is also found in the Klei Yakar in the beginning of Parshas Chukas. They both say that to do Teshuva a 

person has to bring himself to the same situation, the same Nisayon and pass the Nisayon. As a matter of 

fact the Kli Yakar adds that the Gemara says in Maseches Berachos 34b (18 lines from the bottom) ( מקום

 where Baalei Teshuvah stand a Tzadddik Gamur is not able to ,(שבעלי תשובה עומדין צדיקים גמורים אינם עומדין

stand. What does that mean he is not able to stand?  

The Klei Yakar says that a Baal Teshuva is obligated to go back to the place of his Nisayon and face up to 

that Nisayon again and pass it. (צדיקים גמורים אינם עומדין), a person who is not a Baal Teshuvah has no right 

to go to a place of Nisayon. Only someone who has to do Teshuvah can come to his place of Nisayon again. 

This is the opinion of the Klei Yakar and the Baal Shem Tov.  

Rav Tzaddok after bringing this is Matmia and says it can't be. We know that we stay away from places of 

Nisayon, places of test. Rav Tzaddok says that Chas V'shalom a person should bring himself L'dei Nisayon. 

If so, how does a person become a Baal Teshuvah?  

Rav Tzaddok makes an important Peshara for us to know. Rav Tzaddok says that it is a Mitzvah to make 

Siyagin to make Gidarim. If a person knows that he has difficulty with a certain Nisayon he has to go out 

and has to set up a situation where he has a Geder, where he has a S'yag, where he has a safety net, something 

that will prevent him from doing that Aveira again. Set up a safety net and bring yourself to that Nisayon 

in that safety net, in that extra Shemira, in that extra S'yag and be Omed in it. In that way you will satisfy 

the obligation to go back Lidei Nisayon.  

Someone who has Nisyonos with seeing improper things on the internet, it is a tremendous Nisayon, it is a 

tremendous difficulty. Make Siyagin. Set yourself up a S'yag. Don't go to the internet for any social or 

entertainment type of a site. Stay away from everything there. Stay away from the news, you don't need the 

news on the internet, it only leads to other things. Make the S'yag and stand in the S'yag and it is a Kiyum 

of (היכי דמי בעל תשובה). It is an interesting Machlokes and a beautiful P'shara from Rav Tzaddok.  

I believe that it is Rav Schwab who says that if you look in Sefer Devarim there are constant references to 

Shemira, Sh'mor. In Parshas Re'ey I counted 12 times that Moshe Rabbeinu tells Klal Yisrael ( ֹמר ַלֲעׂשֹות ִלשְׁ

ל-ֶאת וָּה ַהזֹאת-כָּ ַהִמצְׁ ). Most often without referring to any specific Mitzvah. Rav Schwab says Shemiras 

Shabbos means what? Shemira is a S'yag, setting up Gedarim. Somebody who sets up Gedarim is a Shomer 

Shabbos.  

The idea that when Rosh Hashono comes to set up Gedarim and Siyagin, things that will help us stay away 

from those Nisyanos which are most difficult for us. Ideally, in your car break the radio section of your car. 

Stay away from it, you don't need it. There are other things you can do while travelling that are more 

worthwhile.  

I would like to share with you a thought that is Nogea 5772 specifically. Let me start from the Machzor. 

This is something that is very much on my mind as we approach Rosh Hashono. For a long time I had a 
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Kasha on the order on part of the Davening of Rosh Hashono and Yom Kippur. Before we get to Hamelech 

Hakadosh we insert the section which Davens for a Gilui, a revelation of Malchus Hashem.  

There are 3 paragraphs; 1) Uv'chein Tain Pachdecha Hashem Elokeinu Al Kol Ma'asecha, 2)Uv'chein Tain 

Kavod Hashem L'amecha, and 3) Uv'chein Tzadikkim Yir'u V'yismachu, we are familiar with these 

paragraphs.  

The order of the paragraphs seems to be wrong. When we make a request we typically ask for smaller things 

first and bigger things later. If you are going to someone asking them for a favor you ask for the smaller 

thing first. If that is granted then you move on to bigger things. It is not the Derech to ask for bigger things 

first and smaller things second. Yet, that seems to be the order. Uv'chein Tain Pachdecha Hashem Elokeinu 

Al Kol Ma'asecha V'ai'mascha Al Kol Ma Shebarasa. We start with the request that Hakadosh Baruch Hu's 

Malchus will be revealed to the entire world, to all of creation, to all of humanity.  

Then we say Uv'chein Tain Kavod Hashem L'amecha, then we ask for Malchus Hashem should be revealed 

to all of Klal Yisrael, to the Jewish people. Isn't that less? 

Then we say Uv'chein Tzadikkim Yir'u V'yismachu that the Tzadikkim the righteous ones should see the 

revelation of Malchus Hashem and rejoice. It seems to be out of order. Going from the world, to Klal 

Yisrael, to Tzadikkim. That needs a Hesber.  

What is going on in the world today? As you know, Hakadosh Baruch Hu has designated this month of Elul 

as the month in which the nations of the world will stand up in the United Nations and declare their hatred 

(Sin'a) for Klal Yisrael. When Moshiach will come there will be nations from far flung corners of the world, 

Peru, Uruguay, Paraguay, Southern Africa, Ghana, nations that we barely heard of. When Moshiach comes 

how will they be judged? How did they treat Klal Yisrael? They didn't see Jews in many of these places. 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives them an opportunity. They are going to stand up and vote and be counted among 

the Sonai Yisrael (haters of Klal Yisrael). They are among the enemies of the Jewish people. That is what 

we are seeing taking place today.  

In 1945 there were far more Jewish refugees then there were Palestinian refugees in 1948. And yet Yidden 

have picked themselves up and built while the Arabs let their brothers live in filth in the mud of refugee 

camps just so that they have a claim against the Jewish people. The world lines up against Klal Yisrael. It 

is incredible. How many Jews are there in the world? We are a small family. We are a dot on the map. The 

world has nothing better to do then to be standing up and counting themselves against Klal Yisrael.  

This year when we Daven for Gilui Malchuso for the revelation of Malchus Hashem, we should Daven 

with an extra feeling, with a stronger Hergish. When we say Uv'chein Tain Pachdecha Hashem Elokeinu 

Al Kol Ma'asecha, we are Davening that the Malchus Hashem should be revealed to the entire B'riya.  

The whole world should see, the Yeitzer Hora should disappear, the Yeitzer Hora to be a Sonai Yisrael. 

Just as once there used to be a Yeitzer Hora for idol worship and when the Yeitzer Hora left it was clear to 

all how ridiculous it is to believe in the power of idols. So too when Moshiach will come and the Yeitzer 

Hora for Sin'as Yisrael will disappear. The absurdity of what is taking place today will be obvious to all. 

The nations standing up against a small Sheairis Hap'laita Klal Yisrael has in Eretz Yisrael. It will be 

Uv'chein Tain Pachdecha Hashem Elokeinu Al Kol Ma'asecha.  
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The next two paragraphs are not in descending order. We don't say let Malchus Hashem be revealed to the 

world and then to Klal Yisrael and then to Tzadikkim. We know that today that the whole world tumults 

over whatever happens. We Daven Uv'chein Tain Pachdecha Hashem Elokeinu Al Kol Ma'asecha, let the 

whole see how absurd it is. And even more Uv'chein Tain Kavod Hashem L'amecha, not just the Jews 

should see Malchus Hashem but in the whole world seeing the Malchus of Hashem there will be a Kavod 

to Klal Yisrael in Eretz Yisrael. There will be a recognition of the rights of Klal Yisrael to Eretz Yisrael. 

And more, Uv'chein Tzadikkim Yir'u V'yismachu, even in Eretz Yisrael, too our Tzar (pain) we know that 

not all Jews recognize the Ata V'chartanu the uniqueness of Klal Yisrael. There are many Jews, not few, 

but many, that see the plight of the enemies of Klal Yisrael before they see the plight of their own brothers. 

So we Daven Uv'chein Tzadikkim Yir'u V'yismachu, it is not a private revelation to Tzadikkim. But when 

this is revealed to the world, we Daven and we beg Hakadosh Baruch Hu let the day come when it will be 

understood that Mai'a Shearim is the center of the universe. That Ponovitch, Brisk, Mir, and all the 

Yeshivos, all the different circles of Yeshivos, the Sefardim, Ashkenazim, Chassidim, Chareidim, Hesder 

will all be seen as the center of the world, the center of the universe. Uv'chein Tzadikkim Yir'u V'yismachu. 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu has set it up for us. This week we see how there is a denial of the uniqueness of Klal 

Yisrael, a denial of Malchus Hashem. A denial of everything that we are taught, Kol Hatorah Kulah, the 

Chamisha Chumshei Torah that talks about the uniqueness of Klal Yisrael. It is a time to Daven with extra 

feeling.  

Notice how often Yerushalayim and Tzion are mentioned in the machzor, constantly. References to 

Yerushalayim and to Tzion. Far more than to the references to Parnassa or Refuah Shelaima, the things that 

we typically think about. Our hearts should be in the Machzor. Our feelings should be in the feelings 

constantly to Tzion and to Yerushalayim.  

Bentching has only 4 Berachos and 2 of them are Birchas Ha'aretz and Birchas Yerushalayim which refer 

to the desire for Geulah for a revelation of the Malchus Hashem. That is what it is all about. In this very 

special time Hakadosh Baruch Hu has prepared for us the Hergish, it is easy to have the feelings this year. 

Feel for Klal Yisrael and Daven with a yearning for the time that Malchus Hashem will be revealed.  

Let me end with a cute Vertel that is said over. It is said that when a child wants candy from the father and 

the father is refusing him that there is a trick that a child can employ. Once the child makes the Shehakol 

Beracha the father has to give him the candy or else it will be a Beracha L'vatala. This is a trick.  

On Yom Hakkipurim we Daven, Boruch Ata Hashem, Melech Mochel V'solaiach La'avonosainu 

V'la'avonos Amo Bais Yisrael... we make a whole Megillah in a Beracha. We make a Beracha to Hashem 

who is forgiving, Mochel V'solaiach who forgives our sins, U'maavir Ashmosainu B'chol Shana V'shana, 

lets our iniquities pass from year to year. Why do we make the Beracha, it shouldn't be a Beracha Levatala. 

Ribbono Shel Olam we are making the Beracha Melech Mochel V'solaiach, make it be a Beracha that is 

true, forgive us for the mistakes of the past year.  

With that I would like to wish everyone a Kesiva V'chasima Tovah! Thank you for being my Chavrusos. 

The 15 minutes that you use to learn during your work day every week should go on the side of the scale 

on Rosh Hashana and will surely help to tip the scale to the Tzad Hazechus for each of you as individuals 

and Klal Yisrael as a whole. Let us try to undertake in the coming year to find more and more minutes that 

we can steal from the mundane affairs of the world and put them away for Olam Haba. Longer Davening, 

more Learning, more Chesed, more Avodas Hashem. A Gut Gebentched Yar to all!  
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Rabbi Reisman - Aseres Y'mai Teshuvah 5769 

1) There is a Gemarah in Maseches Kedushin, which says when one does an Aveirah year in and year out, 

it is Naaseh Loi K'heter. It becomes like it is mutar to him. In the Divrei Yoel, he brings down from a Zaideh 

of his, that when a person does Teshuvah, it only has to be done on the Aveiros that you get used to, the 

first 2 - 3 times you did it. After those first times that you committed that Aveirah, it is considered doing 

the Aveirah, B'oines. That is the P'shat in Piskei Lanu al Avoinois Rishoinim. Hashem should forgive those 

Aveiros, because after that we are Anusim.  

The Noda B'Yehuda has a Teshuvah in Cheilek Aleph, Teshuvah Lamed Hai. He says if a Nazir drinks 

wine 5 times, you think he wouldn't get Malkus for the fifth time? He says it is not emes that it is an oines.  

The Hamakneh in Maseches Kedushin, says that when a person gets used to doing an Aveirah, it is worse, 

because he knows it is an Aveirah, and he thinks there is nothing wrong in doing it.  

The Meshech Chochmoh, in Parshas Vayikra, 5:11 ִאם נֵּי-יא וְׁ י בְׁ נֵּ י ֹתִרים, אֹו ִלשְׁ תֵּ ִביא ֶאת--יֹונָּה-לֹא ַתִשיג יָּדֹו ִלשְׁ הֵּ -וְׁ

את; לֹא ַחטָּ ה ֹסֶלת, לְׁ פָּ אֵּ א ֲעִׂשיִרת הָּ טָּ נֹו ֲאֶשר חָּ בָּ רְׁ לֹא-קָּ ֶליהָּ ֶשֶמן, וְׁ ֹבנָּה-יִָּׂשים עָּ ֶליהָּ לְׁ ן עָּ את, ִהוא--ִיתֵּ ִכי ַחטָּ  disagrees. He says, the 

later Aveiros that are Naaseh Loi K'heter, are not as Chomer. For example, a person who misses B'rochos 

by Shacharis every morning, he is most probably missing his 90 Amens a day. Where does he start 

Teshuvah, should he start working on an Aveirah that is Naaseh Loi K'heter, or an Aveirah that he struggling 

with?  

This connects to a sugya we had in the Yeshivishe Masechtos. There is a concept of Tichilosoi B'pshia 

V'soifoi B'oines. A person started by doing something wrong, he was a Pshia and he ended up being an 

Oines.  

The sugya is in Maseches Bava Kama, Daf Chof Gimel and is in many different places in Shas. The easiest 

place that this is applied, is in a case where a person misses a Shemoneh Esrei, we know that you have 

Tashlumin, you can do 2 Shemoneh Esreis the next time. For example, if you miss Shacharis, you make up 

with 2 Minchas. That works only if you are an Oines. If you are a Poishaiah, you can not make it up. What 

about a case where someone could have davened, but he was doing something else at the time. Later, when 

it is the last moments to daven, he is an Onus, for example, he was on an Hatzolah call. It is Techilosoi 

B'pshia V'soifoi B'oines. Is there Tashlumin?  

This shaila is found in numerous places, Oirech Chaim, Yoreh Daiah, Even Ezer, and Choishen Mishpot. 

In Yoreh Daiah in Siman Raish Lamed Bais, Seif Yud Bais, the Ramoh brings that it is a Macloikes 

Rishonim. The case there is that a person makes a Neder that he will do something and if he doesn't do it 

he gets a K'nas. He gave himself a week to do it, the first 6 days he was a Poishaiah, and the 7th day, 

something came up and he was an Oines.  

The Ramoh brings a machloikes, the Rav and the Aguda. The Rav says you are an Oines, and the Aguda 

says Poishaiah. The K'tzois, Nesivos, Choishen Mishpot in Siman Nun Hei, Magen Avrohom in Siman Kuf 

Ches, Seif Koton Yud Aleph, they all jump on this sugya of Tichilosoi B'pshia V'soifoi B'oines, which is a 

machloikes in Hilchos Shevuous between the Rav and the Aguda, and they ask how come this Machloikes 

is not brought down in other places that these Halochos are brought down.  

For example by davening, in Siman Kuf Ches, seif Ches, it says if you are Tichilosoi B'pshia V'soifoi 

B'oines, you are an Oines, there is no machloikes. Or a case we had in Maseches Kesubos, where a person 
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gave a Get to his wife Al M'nas he doesn't return in 30 days. For 29 days he didn't want to come back. On 

the 30th day he wants to come back, however, the bridge falls down, so he can't get there. This is Tichilosoi 

B'pshia V'soifoi B'oines.  

Now, the Halachah is Yeish Oines B'gitin. In Choishen Mishpot, in Siman Nun Hei, it states the Halachah 

is this would be a case of Oines. So why Dafka in Hilchos Shevuous, is it brought as a Machloikes?  

The Chasam Soifer in a Teshuvah in Choishen Mishpot, Siman Mem Beis, answers, he holds like the Aguda 

that Tichilosoi B'pshia V'soifoi B'oines is a Poishaiah. What about the other cases? When something should 

have been done right away but because of your negligence, you push it off, and then an Oines comes along, 

you are a Poishaiah, because you should have done it right away. However, like in the Get case, where you 

are not Mechuyav to come back the first 29 days, he can come back the 30th day. So then Tichilosoi B'pshia 

V'soifoi B'oines is an Oines. This is the Yesoid of the Chasam Soifer.  

How it applies to Davening, do we say you should daven right away because of Zrizim Makdimin or not? 

If you were negligent bringing yourself to an Oines then you are a Poishaiah.  

Back to our sugya, if it is an aveirah that he grew up with, for example all his life he went to a shul where 

they spoke during davening, so he also talks during davening. And that is the Naaseh Loi K'heter, that type 

of Tichilosoi B'pshia V'soifoi B'oines, where there is no guilt in the first place, that we can say is a Soifoi 

B'Oines like those Achroinim, (not that he shouldn't try to correct himself.) However, things that a person 

was once Zahir in and it's Tichilosoi B'pshia V'soifoi B'oines, the Tichilosoi B'pshia was inexcusable, he 

had a lapse in Shemiras Hamitzvos, and now it is Naaseh Loi K'Heter. That is worse, because the whole 

Oines is connected to the original Peshiah. A person should try to correct these things in which he was once 

more Zahir in. It is those old battles that you should work on first. 

2) We say Zachrainu L'chaim in the first B'rochah of Shemonei Esrei, the Rishoinim ask, the Gemarah in 

Maseches Brachos, 34a (19 lines from the bottom) ות ולא אמר רב יהודה לעולם אל ישאל אדם צרכיו לא בשלש ראשונ

בשלש אחרונות אלא באמצעיות דא"ר חנינא ראשונות דומה לעבד שמסדר שבח לפני רבו אמצעיות דומה לעבד שמבקש פרס מרבו 

 says, we don't ask Bakashois in the beginning of Shemoneh אחרונות דומה לעבד שקבל פרס מרבו ונפטר והולך לו

Esrei, the first 3 Berochois. Now Mi Chomoicha Av Horachamon is not a Bakoshoh, however, Zochrainu 

L'chaim is a Bakashah?  

Toisafois answers, ( אל ישאל אדם צרכיו לא בג' ראשונות ולא בג' אחרונות. פי' ר"ח ורבינו האי דוקא ליחיד אבל צרכי צבור

ע דדוקא יחיד קאמר שהרי עיקר ברכות אחרונות צרכי צבור הםשואלין ולכך אנו אומרים זכרנו וקרובץ ויעלה ויבא בהם ותד ) that 

Zochrainu L'chaim, we are not asking for ourselves, it is for the Tzibur, so that we can ask for in the first 3 

B'rochois. So Loit Toisafois, if you say Zochrainu L'chaim, and you are only thinking of yourself and your 

family, it is a hefsek in the first B'rochoh. So a person must be Zahir to think about the Tzibur during 

Zachrainu L'chaim.  

The Ma'iri, gives a second Teretz, Zochrainu L'chaim, is a reference for a Ruchinusdika Chiyus. The 

Steipler has a beautiful letter, entitled Sheloisha Seforim Niftachim. He also talks about davening for a 

Ruchniusdika Chaim. That can also be davened for a Yochid, it doesn't have to be for a Tzibur.  
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Rabbi Reisman - B'inyanei Yomim Naraim 5770 (Passaic, NJ 9/13/09) 

1) This piece is on Avinu Malkeinu Kasveinu B'seifer Zechuyois from Devorim 13:18 "V'nasan L'cha 

Rachamim V'richamcha." Rav Pam in the Atara L'melech says a Vort. The Gemara says, if a person has 

Rachmanus on other people, Bizchus that, Hashem will have Rachmanus on you. Rav Pam asked, that 

doesn't fit into the Posuk. V'nasan L'cha Rachamim V'richamcha means Hashem gives you Rachamim. 

How does that fit into the Gemara? Rav Pam says we know that the highest form of Tzedakah is giving a 

person the means to earn for himself a Parnasah. Hashem does the same for us. Let's say there is a Shas 

Hadin on a person or a person deserves an Oinesh. Hashem gives you an opportunity to be Meracheim on 

someone by sending a poor person to your door or someone in front of you drops an Aveida. You go and 

have Rachmanus on the person and give him money or return the object that you found. Now by your Yoim 

Hadin you have Zechusim, V'nasan L'cha Rachamim V'richamcha, Hashem gives you the opportunity to 

get Zechusim. Then Kol Meracheim Al Habriyos Merachamim Alav Min Shamayim. Among the 13 

Middos is Chesed and Emes which the Gemara asks are opposites. Emes means Hashem gives you what 

you deserve and Chesed means Hashem does Chesed with you. Rav Pam asks B'sheim the Nesivois and 

B'sheim the Noda B'yehuda, if so, it is Chesed Oi Emes. Meaning if you are deserving, it is Emes and if 

you are not deserving it is Chesed. So it is not 13 Middos it is either or? According to this thought, that the 

Middah of Hakaddosh Boruch Hu is to give you an opportunity to be Zoche to things, it is very good. 

Hashem judges with Emes. A person who is not Zoche, Hashem switches to Chesed. The Chesed is that 

Hashem gives you an opportunity to be Meracheim Al Habriyois. Once you are Meracheim Al Habriyois, 

you win the Din with Emes. So Chesed and Emes go hand in hand. Rav Zilberstein adds to this. He asked 

his Shver Rav Elyashiv, he doesn't understand Pshat in the Avinu Malkeinu Kasveinu B'seifer Zechuyois. 

Kasveinu B'seifer Chaim Toivim, Parnasa, and Slicha U'michila we all understand, however, what is Seifer 

Zechyois? Rav Elyashiv explained like this idea of Rav Pam. The Sefer Zechuyois is a book in which 

Hakadoish Baruch Hu gives the person in the upcoming year, opportunities for Zechusim. If someone in 

front of you drops something and you run to return it to him, it is an easy Mitzvah. So Kasveinu B'seifer 

Zechuyois means we should be Zoiche to have our own Zechusim to be able to be Zoiche to Din on our 

own. That is exactly the same idea. The message is, the next time a person knocks on the door and you give 

him something, remember you are being Meracheim for your sake not for his sake. (Story with Rav Elyashiv 

and Hamachzir Shechinasoi L'tziyon. To always look for Zechusim and ways to be inspired.) 

2) What are we supposed to be thinking during V'chol Ma'aminim. Literally it means all believe. All who 

believe? Human beings? All Jews? Unfortunately not all Jews believe either. If it only means all who 

believe, believe, then there is no Chiddush. Rebbi was speaking to Mechanchim and was given a list of 

questions to address. One of the questions was how Rebbi would deal with a Mesivta boy who has Sfeikois 

in Emunah. If a person comes with questions of Emunah, Rebbi has developed the following approach. 

Rebbi is willing to discuss any questions in Emunah except for 2 questions. 1 is the question of whether the 

world was created or whether it came about by a big explosion, because how could something useful come 

from an explosion. When 2 cars collide a limousine is not the outcome. If you have a Safek if there is a 

creator there is no language that Rebbi can discuss it with you. 2) If you think there is no purpose of the 

Briya and that human beings don't have a Tafkid, there can't be any discussion because Rebbi wouldn't 

make something without having a purpose in making it. If you concede these 2 points, Rebbi can discuss 

anything else with you. In his experience Rebbi has found that these 2 points are always conceded. Rebbi 

thus has shown that on his level he is Ma'amin in these 2 points. Some people have Sfeikois on even these 

2 points, however, inherently a human being should not even have Sfeikois about these 2 points. It may be 

that V'chol Ma'aminim is a statement that if we were on the correct and proper level, that there are actually 
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22 statements that should be clear. Klal Yisroel should be able to accept these statements without seeing 

the 2 Tzedadim. On these days of Yomim Naroim when the Yetzer Horah is at its lowest ebb of the year, 

the V'chol Ma'aminim should be statements that are Mechazeik our Emunah, and perhaps should allow us 

to look into a world where all these things should be inherently obvious.  

3) One of the lines in V'chol Ma'aminim is Havaday Shemoi Kein T'hilasoi. Most of the names of Hakadoish 

Baruch Hu are easily understood or are explained by the Sifrei Hamachshava. The Gemara in the 5th Perek 

in Berachois says someone went over to the Amud and said Hakeil, Hagadol, Hagiboir, V'hanoira and kept 

adding more praises. One of the praises added was Vaday. What does the name Vaday mean? Rav Wolbe 

in Alei Shur says, we all have certain expectations in life and we all have certain things that we know are 

challenges. We know that there are certain people challenged with health issues in life. We always have in 

the back of our mind a prayer to always stay healthy. We know there are people with health and Parnasa 

issues. These are things that we know are hanging and we ask for Rachamei Hakadoish Baruch Hu. There 

are certain things in life that are sort of Vaday to a person, and when those things don't go the way we 

thought they should go, they shake us up. A good example is the people who went through the holocaust 

who went back to their hometowns and found nothing left there after they were liberated. After all the 

trauma of losing parents and siblings and all the tortures they went through, they also talk about going back 

and finding nothing in their hometowns. This is an example of something that was supposed to be a Vaday. 

To go back to the city that they grew up in and find nothing, shakes the person. On a simpler level, people 

who have had the unfortunate experience of having their house broken into during the night while they were 

home asleep. It could be the Ganav stole a simple $50 item, however, it still is traumatic. The home has a 

Geder of Vaday. The Ribboinoi Shel Oilam is described as Vaday. The Makar in Tanach for this name is 

brought as the first letters in the first 4 words of Veyevareich Dovid that we say every morning. Vayevareich 

Dovid Es Hashem. It has the same Oisiois as Vaday. This is why we stand up by Vayevareich Dovid as we 

are mentioning this special name of Vaday. The name Vaday is what we hang our Bitachoin on. There is a 

Vaday that whatever Hashem does to me is done B'rachamov and I am confident that it is good for me. If 

the faith in the Vadaois of the Borei Oilam is stronger than the Vadaois of your expectations in life, then 

you are a Ba'al Bitachoin and you can handle any difficult situations. The Vadaois of Hakadoish Baruch 

Hu is his praise. We have to try to emulate this Middah of Hakadoish Baruch Hu in our service to Hakadoish 

Baruch Hu. We have a list of Nisyoinois that are in the Vaday camp, meaning we would never be Oiver 

that Aveira. For example, walking into a McDonalds and eating a Big Mac. This is not a Nisayoin that we 

would fail. To a great degree, our Avoidah is to push things into the Vaday section and then in turn that 

becomes something that is not a Nisayoin anymore. This is emulating the Middah of Vaday of Hakadoish 

Baruch Hu and trying to use that Middah ourselves, Klapei the Borei Oilam.  

4) In the Zichroinois it says V'gam Es Noach B'ahavah Zocharta, we remember that Hashem remembered 

Noach to save him from the Mabul and we ask that Hashem should make his offspring as abundant as the 

dust of the world and his descendants as the sand by the sea. Everyone comes from Noach. However, a Ben 

Noach by definition is a goy and not a Yid. Why on Rosh Hashanah at Mussaf do we say to Hakadoish 

Baruch Hu to increase Noach's descendants, isn't that asking for more goyim? There is a basic difference 

between regular Yomim Tovim Shemoneh Esrei and Rosh Hashanah. On Yomim Tovim, we say Ata 

V'chartanu which discusses the uniqueness of Klal Yisrael. We mention Zman Matan Toiraseinu, Zman 

Cheiruseinu, Zman Simchaseinu, we mention things that are special to Klal Yisrael. On Rosh Hashanah, 

we say Uv'chein Tein Pachdecha.. Al Kol Ho'amim. We say M'loich Al Kol Ha'oilam Kuloi Bich'voidecha. 

We talk about Midinois, not just Klal Yisrael. Many people say at the end of Sim Shaloim, Oiseh Hashaloim 

instead of Hamivareich Es Amoi Yisrael Bashaloim. This changes the Chasimah of the Berachah from 

being a Berachah that is unique to Klal Yisrael to a general Berachah of Shaloim for the whole Beri'a. Why 
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on Rosh Hashanah is the Davening switched to something that has to do with the whole Umois Ha'oilam? 

The Sfas Emes brings from the Chidushei Harim in Taf Reish Nun Daled that Berachah comes to a person 

K'fi how much he is a Toiv Ayin. So we try to have an Ayin Toiv to the whole Beri'a, because in this way 

we are asking Hakadoish Baruch Hu to have an Ayin Toiv on us as well. This is why we mention Bnei 

Noach.  

5) Before Shofar it says Olah Elokim Bisrua, Hashem B'koil Shoifar in the Kappital 47 that is said 7 times 

before we blow Shofar. In addition, the Ba'al Toikea sometimes will say that Posuk just before reciting the 

Brachos on Shofar. What is the meaning of the Posuk? The Neisvos has a Sefer called Emes L'yaakov 

where it is written on Maseches Rosh Hashana Daf 34. The Michtam Eliyahu mentions this in Cheilek 2 on 

pg 73 or 74 on a piece that discusses the sounds of the Shofar being K'neged the Avos. The Sifsei Chaim is 

on Moiadim Cheilek 1 pg 183 - 185. The idea is, that the Teruah sound represents weeping which represents 

Din (difficulty in this world and Tzar.) The Tekiah sound represents Rachamim and Menucha. The Raya to 

this is that when Klal Yisrael went out to battle it says they should blow on the Chatzoitzrois, Us'ratem 

Bachatzoitzrois meaning blow a Teruah when you go out to battle. In a time of Tzarah the Koil is one of 

the Teruah. When the Machane came to a rest in the Midbar the Posuk says, Tisku V'loi Sari'u, meaning 

blow a Tekiah and not a Teruah. It is a time of rest and the Teruah should not be blown at this time. The 

idea is to sandwich the Din of the Teruah with the 2 sounds of Tekiah which are symbolic of Rachamim 

and in that way to find a Tzad Hatoiv in anything that has to do with Din. That is why the Michtam Eliyahu 

says the sounds of the Shofar are K'neged the Avos, because the Teruah is K'neged Yitzchok, which 

represents Gevurah and Pachad Yitzchok. The SIfsei Chaim says, that is Pshat in the Posuk, Olah Elokim 

Bisrua, Hashem B'koil Shoifar, the sound of Din goes up with the sound of the Teruah, Hashem which is 

Rachamim with the sound of the Shofar. Rav Shamshan Refoel Hirsch explains the whole Kappital 47 and 

says it refers to Yimei Moshiach. Kol Hoamim Tiku Chaf, Hari'u Leiloikim B'koil Rina, meaning, Moshiach 

will come and the Teruah that we say Leiloikim which is Middas Hadin, B'koil Rina, we will understand 

the celebration and rejoicing over everything that we sobbed and wept about. He explains Zamru Elokim 

Zameiru which is an expression of singing to the Middas Hadin and ultimately there will be this recognition 

of Olah Elokim Bis'rua and Hashem B'koil Shoifar.  

6) In Devarim 17:15 there is a Posuk that can be used for explaining something from the Yomim Noraim. 

The Drashas Haran explains "Soim Tasim Alecha Melech." What is the difference if Hashem is a Melech 

or is not a Melech? The Ran says in Klal Yisrael there are 2 types of Dinim. There is a Din of Beis 

Din/Sanhedrin that judges according to the letter of the law. There are rules. If someone steals, he pays 

Keifel. There is no difference who the person who stole is. We understand that depending on circumstances 

the same action might not be considered the same Aveira, and yet the Oinesh according to the Torah which 

is the letter of the law is exactly the same. That is the Din Hasenhedrin. There is also something called Din 

Hamelech. The Din Hamelech means that the Melech can take into account other circumstances in either 

direction. L'mashul. We find in Nach that Dovid is told about a rich man who was too cheap to use his own 

animals to feed his guests that he stole the animal from a poor neighbor who had only one sheep and fed it 

to his guests. Dovid Paskens that he is Chayuv Misah, even though you normally wouldn't find this as the 

Oinesh, the Melech has the power to authorize capital punishment. We find the other way as well that there 

were people who were Chayuv Misah, however, Dovid didn't have them executed because they had 

Zechusim of helping Klal Yisrael. That is the power of a King to take other things into account. When it 

comes to the Aseres Yemei Teshuva, we switch from Melech Oihev Tzedakah Umishpat to Hamelech 

Hamishpat. The Sefardim hold like the Bais Yosef who says if you say the regular Nusach you must repeat 

Shemoneh Esrei while the Rama says you don't have to repeat. Why is it important to say Hemelech 

Hamishpat in the first place? R'Isaac Scher explains in line with the Drashas Haran. It comes to the Yomim 
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Naraim and the Mitzvos are put on one side of the scale while the Aveirois are put on the other side and 

you see which is more. If that is the whole Din of Rosh Hashanah, it is hard to understand much of the 

Davening. We say in Davening, Labris Habeit V'al Teifen Layeitzer. We also say Z'chor Lanu Bris 

Avrohom V'akeidas Yitzchok. What in the world does that have to do with the Yamim Naraim? What does 

Mitzvos and Aveiros on either side of the scale have to do with the Bris Avrohom or the Akeidah? Or 

worse, we say Al Tavoi B'mishpat Imanu Ki Loi Yitzdak L'fanecha Kol Choi. Isn't that what Rosh Hashana 

is, the Day of Judgment? The answer is, we are begging Hashem not to go with the Din of Sanhedrin, who 

judges according to the letter of the law, because we can't be Oimed in that type of judgment. We ask for 

Hamelech Hamishpat. We ask for the judgment of the King, which takes into account that we are 

descendents of Avrohom, Yitzchok, and Ya'akov. It takes into account the difficulty of being in Galus. It 

takes into account the circumstances of everything around us that is happening. How does a person become 

so to speak the "Friend" of the Melech to be Zoche in Hamelech Hamishpat? You have to show the 

Ribboinoi Shel Oilam a connection and a Ahavah. That is why Elul is Ani L'doidi V'doidi Li. What does 

that mean? Isn't Elul a time to prepare for judgment? Elul is the time to develop a closeness to Hashem. 

That is why we take on Hiddurim during this time like not eating Pas Paltur during the Aseres Yemei 

Teshuvah. This is done even though we know we are lacking in many ways. Rebbi has people in the Shul 

who Daven Visikin during this time and Rebbi's family has the Neigel Vasser by the bed during these 40 

days, just as an extra Hiddur to show the closeness to the Ribboinoi Shel Oilam. That is one of the ways to 

be Zoiche to Hamelech Hamishpat.  

Rebbi once got a moving violation for going the wrong way down a one way street. There had been no 

signs, which was given as the reason to the police officer, however, he said to tell it to the judge. Rebbi 

mentioned in Shul that he would be going to court. Someone who heard him say this said what is the date 

of the hearing? When told January 13th, this person advised Rebbi to push off the case to a different day. 

When Rebbi told him that he now was going February 10th the person said that is great. So Rebbi goes into 

the courtroom and the judge is someone Rebbi knew very well from the neighborhood. The trepidation that 

Rebbi had from going to court evaporated when he saw that he would get a fair hearing. That is Hamelech 

Hamishpat. To walk into the courtroom and know you will get a fair hearing. You have to be connected to 

do that. For that we have the 40 days beginning Rosh Choidesh Elul, to make a connection with the Borei 

Oilam and go that extra step. This 15 minutes that are taken every Thursday to be Koivei'a for a little bit of 

learning, will be a Zchus, because it shows the extra Ahavah and dedication to the Borei Oilam that we 

should all be Zoiche in the Yom Hadin. 

 

 

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Vayeilech -  (Yom Kippur) 5777 

As we prepare for Parshas Vayeilech – Shabbos Shuvah. As we prepare during the Aseres Yemai Teshuvah 

for the upcoming Yom HaKippurim, for a day of Selicha, Mechila, V’kapparah.  

1. Today, I would like to talk about 2 words. The first word is Kippur. Yom Kippur, Kapparah we usually 

translate as a day of atonement, a day of forgiveness. In Lashon Kodesh there are three words which refer 

to three levels of Kapparah; Selicha, Mechila, and Kapparah. What is interesting is that the word Kapparah 

is almost never used. For example, in Shemoneh Esrei every day we say a Beracha ( .אנּו טָּ ִבינּו ִכי חָּ נּו אָּ ַלח לָּ סְׁ

נּו עְׁ שָּ נּו ִכי פָּ כֵּ נּו ַמלְׁ ַחל לָּ  There, we don’t use the word Kapparah in the entire paragraph. Before we say the .(מְׁ

Shelosh Esrei Middos we say (קל ֶאֶרְך ַאַפִים), we talk about Selicha and Mechila. Before we say the Shelosh 

Esrei Middos we say Keil Melech Yosheiv Al Kisei Rachamim. We talk about Selicha and Mechila. The 

word Kapparah does not appear at all.   



13 
 

As a matter of fact, predominantly the word for forgiveness is either Selicha or Mechila. Kapparah is barely 

ever used. Why then is Yom HaKippurim called Yom Kippur? The word Kippur obviously means 

something more than just the Day of Atonement.  

The truth is that it is a B’feirush in Rashi. In Parshas Vayishlach 32:21 Yaakov sent Sheluchim with an 

elaborate gift to Eisav. The Sheluchim say ( ַמר-ִכי אָּ ) that Yaakov said ( אַ  י, וְׁ נָּ פָּ ה ַהֹהֶלֶכת לְׁ חָּ נָּיו, ַבִמנְׁ ה פָּ רָּ יֲאַכפְׁ ן -ֲחרֵּ כֵּ

נָּי א פָּ יו, אּוַלי ִישָּ נָּ ֶאה פָּ נָּי) ,He said .(ֶארְׁ א פָּ א) he will forgive me and the word is (אּוַלי ִישָּ ) .(ִישָּ יו, -ִכי נָּ ה פָּ רָּ ַמר ֲאַכפְׁ אָּ

ה חָּ ה) The word .(ַבִמנְׁ רָּ נָּיו) .here can’t mean forgiveness (ֲאַכפְׁ ה פָּ רָּ  I will forgive the face of Eisav makes (ֲאַכפְׁ

no sense. This Kasha bothers Rashi. 

Rashi says that Kapparah is (לשון קנוח). Kapparah does not mean atonement. It is a Lashon of cleansing of 

cleaning. Rashi says (ולשון ארמי הוא). It is an expression borrowed from Aramaic. Kapparah Lashon 

Kinuach. The example that Rashi refers to is the Gemara that is found in Maseches Gittin 56a (20 lines 

from the top) (ובעי לכפורי ידיה בההוא גברא) he wants to wipe his hands (בההוא גברא) in the Sugya of Kamtza 

and Bar Kamtza. Kapparah does not literally mean forgiveness. 

Rashi brings from Ezra Perek Aleph Posuk Yud. The Mizrakim which were basins that were used for blood 

in the Bais Hamikdash are called (ב י זָּהָּ פֹורֵּ  Again the Lashon of wiping. The Kohanim .(מקנח ידיו בהן) .(כְׁ

would wipe the blood off of his hands on the edge of these basins. So Kapparah really does not literally 

mean forgiveness or atonement, that is Selicha and Mechila. Kapparah means something else. It means to 

wipe something away. (יו נָּ ה פָּ רָּ נָּי) I will wipe away the anger off of the face of Eisav .(ֲאַכפְׁ פָּ ה ַהֹהֶלֶכת לְׁ חָּ  (ַבִמנְׁ

with this gift.  

We find the word Kapparah in Kappores the covering of the Teiva. We find in Beraishis 6:14 ( ּה תָּ ֹאתָּ ַפרְׁ כָּ וְׁ

ִמחּוץ, ַבֹכֶפרִמַבִית ּו ). It doesn’t mean forgiveness at all. It means to cover, it means to cleanse, it means to get 

rid of something.   

When two people ask forgiveness one person from the other, you never ask your friend for Kapparah. You 

ask him for Mechila you ask him for Selicha. The word Kapparah is never used for something people do. 

Only HKB”H can give Kapparah. 

The message here is that the goal of Yom Hakkipurim is not a day of atonement, is not just to get forgiveness 

from Shamayim but it is a day of purification of wiping away the Aveiros a person did. 

The Nesivos explains that Yom Kippur is a day to get rid of the Hashpaa of the Cheit of the previous year. 

You became accustomed to doing things that are not ideal. Naasa Lo K’heter, when you get accustomed to 

it it continues. Yom Hakkipurim is a day to wipe away that bad habit that you have, the Hergil that you 

have. The habit that you have to do something improperly or to fail to do something properly. That effect 

of Chataim, Yom HaKippurim is a day we cleanse ourselves, not a day of atonement, but a day of cleansing. 

Only HKB”H can cleanse us and that is what Yom Kippur is all about.   

B’derech Zeh we can understand a new meaning to the Posuk that is found in Tehillim 78:38 ( הּוא ַרחּום וְׁ

ון ר עָּ ַכפֵּ ִחית יְׁ לא ַישְׁ וְׁ ). Literally, Hashem who has mercy will forgive our sins and not destroy us. We can 

understand now ( ֹו ר עָּ ַכפֵּ הּוא ַרחּום, יְׁ ןוְׁ ). HKB”H should give Kapparah, should clean away our sins. ( לֹא ִחית-וְׁ ַישְׁ ). 

The sins should not cause us Hashchasa.  

The Aveiros we did in the previous year they are Maschis us. We got used to walking in late and missing 

berachos by Shacharis, it became normal by us. No more. A new normal and new expectations. We got 

used to going to sleep at night without having some time spent in Kevias Itim L’torah. We got so used to it 

that it doesn’t even bother us. ( ֹו ר עָּ ַכפֵּ לֹא --ןיְׁ ִחית-וְׁ ַישְׁ ) The Hashchasa that the Aveira did to us in that we got 

used to it, that has to be wiped away. It is a new goal Yom Hakkipurim, for the days that we prepare for 
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Yom Hakkipurim. To get rid of the Hashpo’os of the Chataim of the previous year. A beautiful 

understanding of a Teitch word, the word Kapparah. 

2. Let’s move on to a second word that is fundamental for Yom Hakkipurim. That word is Viduy. Viduy 

we usually translate as confession. A person who says Viduy is Misvadeh, he is Modeh on the Aveiros that 

he did. There is a problem. We just Lained in Parshas Ki Savo where there is a Parsha of Viduy Maasros. 

The word Viduy for Viduy Maasros is found in the Mishna in the beginning of the 7th Perek of Sotah, 

Maseches Maaser Sheini 5:10. Viduy Maasros. What is Viduy Maasros? On which Aveira is a person 

confessing? He is not confessing on any Aveira at all. By Viduy Maasros he says as it says in Devarim 

26:13 ( ֹו-לֹא ִתי ִמִמצְׁ ַברְׁ ִתיעָּ חְׁ כָּ לֹא שָּ ֶתי,ָ, וְׁ ). He said I didn’t do any Aveiros. I did exactly what I am supposed to. 

That is called Viduy. What is going on? We say Viduy on Yom Hakkipurim so many times. What is Viduy? 

Is it confessing? It seems not.  

To understand the Teitch of Viduy we have to understand that Teshuva requires two Hergeishim, two 

feelings, two recognitions, two acknowledgements that a person has to have. One without the other is not 

Teshuva. One is Hakkaras Hacheit. A person has to recognize what he did wrong. He has to recognize that 

to the degree that he expresses it. That is number one. That is Shiflus Ha’adam. A person realizes how low 

he has sunk and the mistakes that he made.  

There is a second Nekuda. In order to do Teshuva you need a Kabbalah Al Ha’asid L’shapir Maasav, you 

need a Kabbalah on the future. That is not Shiflus Ha’adam that is Gadlus Ha’adam. That is that a person 

recognizes his great potential, the things that he could do, the things that he could accomplish. Someone 

who feels Shiflus without Gadlus cannot do Teshuva. He feels like a failure. There is no Kabbalah Al 

Ha’asid. It is a waste. On Yom Kippur we have to feel like Malachim because if we don’t feel Gadlus 

Ha’adam then Teshuva is impossible. One without the other doesn’t work. The Yesod that without a Hakara 

of Gadlus Ha’adam a person can’t do Teshuva is the fundamental of Viduy.  

Who says Viduy for Klal Yisrael? The Kohen Gadol. The Kohen Gadol is a Tzaddik. Why is he saying 

Viduy? The Viduy for Klal Yisrael should be B’hiddur Mitzvah. It would seem that the Hiddur Mitzvah 

for Viduy would be to get someone who did piles of Aveiros and let him do a Viduy. His Viduy is a real 

Viduy. He is being Modeh on Aveiros that he did in the past.  

The answer is that the key of Viduy is not the recognition of the past that is needed. The key is Gadlus 

Ha’adam the recognition of what a person is capable of in the future. What a person is able to do in the 

future. That is Viduy.  

Viduy is Gadlus Ha’adam. A person brings Viduy Maasros. It is an expression of the Gadlus Ha’adam. I 

was tested with a tremendous Nisayon. A farmer has to give away so much of his crop. I was tested and I 

succeeded. The Hergish of Gadlus Ha’adam after a Nisayon, that is the key to Viduy.  

Rav Pam used to say in the Shmuzzin on Parshas Ki Savo which was generally the beginning of Elul Zman 

that the Avodah of Maaser Sheini, Viduy Maasros and of bringing Maaser Sheini to Yerushalayim is to 

recognize Gadlus Ha’adam. A person lives in his little town and he thinks that he is a Talmid Chochom that 

he compares himself to the people around him. He goes up to Yerushalayim and he sees what Gadlus 

Ha’adam is. He recognizes that he could have a desire, a goal of much bigger and better things. Gadlus 

Ha’adam is the key to Maasros. This recognition causes pain and brings hope. The fact that we have such 

a long way to go is painful but it gives us the hope that we can do it. When we see people who can 

accomplish, we could do it with them.  
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Who can apologize to another person? When does one person apologize to another? Only when the person 

who is apologizing is confident and has confidence. If he feels just Shiflus and not Gadlus he would never 

apologize. If he realizes that he is a person that can do better than he is quicker to apologize.  

Shiflus Ha’adam without Gadlus Ha’adam goes no place. That is the key to Viduy. The key to the Al Cheits 

is the Kabbalah, the understanding that a person can go somewhere with this Hakkarah. 

So understanding the Kapparah of Yom Hakkipurim and Viduy of the Viduyim of Yom Kippur are the key 

to making the coming year a better year and a more meaningful year.  With that in mind, I ask everyone for 

Mechila if I cheated you out of a minute or two during some week or the other. May HKB”H grant that the 

coming year be a year of inspiration where we grow. We start with the Aseres Yemai Teshuva which is the 

week that of course everybody will show up at Mishmar. Everybody will put in the hours they need in their 

Davening, their learning, and in their Gadlus Ha’adam. If you make it to Mishmar tonight there will be a 

12:40 Selichos as well IY”H, an extra bonus for coming.  

May HKB”H grant everybody a year of Hatzlacha, of Nachas. The Ikkur we should Daven, we Daven that 

we should have Nachas from our family, we should Daven that the Ribbono Shel Olam should have Nachas 

from us. Shafru Maaseichem. The Maasim in the coming year should be better, should be Gadlus. May we 

be Zoche to that. A Gut Gebenshed Yar to one and all! 

 

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Ha’azinu 5776 

1. In Parshas Ha’azinu we have a new name for Klal Yisrael as is found in 32:15 (ט עָּ רּון ַוִיבְׁ שֻׁ ַמן יְׁ רּון) .(ַוִישְׁ שֻׁ  (יְׁ

is a name for Klal Yisrael. In Davening, in Korbanos we say (  ָ, תְׁ ַאֲהבָּ אתָּ ֶשמֵּ רָּ תָּ בו. קָּ ,ָ ֶשּשַמחְׁ תְׁ חָּ תָּ אותו ּוִמּשמְׁ ַהבְׁ ֶשאָּ

רּון ל ִוישֻׁ אֵּ מו ִישרָּ  We say that Yaakov Avinu and Klal Yisrael afterwards were given new names, Yisrael .(ֶאת שְׁ

and Yishurun. However, the name Yishurun only appears three times. Once in Parshas Ha’azinu in 32:15, 

and twice in (ה כָּ רָּ זֹאת ַהבְׁ רּון, ֶמֶלְך) In 33:5 .(וְׁ ִהי ִבישֻׁ רּון) and in 33:26 (ַויְׁ שֻׁ ל, יְׁ קֵּ ין כָּ  The name does not appear .(אֵּ

anywhere previously and certainly it needs an explanation. What is this with the name Yishurun, what is 

special about it for Klal Yisrael, and why does it not appear until the end of the Torah? 

The answer lies in a Ramban. The Ramban in Devarim 2:10 is talking about one of the rules of Tanach. 

The rule that sometimes we find names change, we find different people’s names appear one way and then 

a slight change later. Most famously Yonason which becomes Yehonason later and many others in a similar 

way. The Ramban tells us a rule. That we find in Tanach that names change based on the reason or the 

meaning of the name. Toch Devarav, as he speaks he says (וכן יעשו לשבח). Sometimes it is a praise ( יכנו יעקב

 We change the name of Yaakov which is a Lashon of crookedness, of .(שהוא לשון מרמה או לשון עקלקלות

fooling (ויקראו אותו ישורון, מן תם וישר) and later Yaakov or the Bnei Yisrael is called Yishurun which is a 

language of Yashar, of straight. We know (רוָּר ינֵּי יְׁ עֵּ ר, בְׁ ַהיָּשָּ  in Parshas Re’ei 12:28. Rashi says (ִכי ַתֲעֶׂשה ַהטֹוב וְׁ

( שמיםהטוב בעיני   .Rashi defines Yashar as something which is straight in the eyes of people .(ישר בעיני אדם) & (

ט) עָּ רּון ַוִיבְׁ שֻׁ ַמן יְׁ  They give it a name Yishurun here at the end of the Chumash, the Dor Midbar apparently .(ַוִישְׁ

was not deserving of the name Yishurun and the name Yishurun comes as the Klal Yisrael is ready to enter 

Eretz Yisrael. It is a name you have to deserve.  

The Gemara in Maseches Yoma 73b says that on the stones of the Choshen were the names of the three 

Avos, the twelve Shevatim, and the words Shivtei Yishurun. Again, the word Yishurun. The Medrash says 

that the word Yishurun appeared on the Yashvei stone, the stone of Binyamin where it was engraved both 

Binyamin and Shivtei Yishurun. This is the Gemara as explained by the Medrash. It is interesting that the 

Yerushalmi says that it didn’t say Shivtei Yishurun, but rather it said Shivtei Yisrael.  
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The Rambam in Hilchos Klei Hamikdash 9:7 says that it said (וכותב למטה מבנימין שבטי קה). The Kesef 

Mishna and the other Miforshim wonder why he says different then the Gemara which says Shivtei 

Yishurun.  

In the Hagaos of the Chasam Sofer on the Yerushalmi on Yoma which has been printed in the recently 

printed Chidushai Chasam Sofer on Yoma says a beautiful explanation. The stones of the Choshen have 

the title for Klal Yisrael but that title depends on the level of the Jewish people. The Dor Hamidbar and the 

first Bais Hamikdash it says Shivtei Yishurun. The Shevatim who are straight, who are righteous in the 

Einei Bnei Adam, however, in the Bayis Sheini where Sinas Chinom became rampant, they no longer 

deserved the name Shivtei Yishurun. There the name was downgraded to Shivtei Yisrael or according to 

the Rambam the (שבטי קה).  

This fits beautifully with another Yerushalmi in the beginning of Peah that says that once the Yashvei stone 

of the Choshen was suddenly lost. They said where are we going to find such a good stone to replace it? 

The famous story of them going to Dama Ben Nesina to acquire this stone is brought down. Dama Ben 

Nesina’s father was sleeping and he didn’t want to wake him… This took place when the Yashvei stone 

was lost. It is a Pele! How did the stone of the Choshen go lost? The Choshen wasn’t taken anywhere. 

Obviously it was Min Hashamayim as the Chasam Sofer says they no longer deserved the title Shivtei 

Yishurun and that title was on the Yashvei stone and the Yashvei stone was lost.  

So we learn from this Chasam Sofer the idea that we are talking about. Yishurun is a title that a person has 

to deserve, a Yid has to deserve. Yishurun was probably on Binyamin’s stone because the other Shevatim 

were involved in the Sinah between Yosef and the other Shevatim on their Madreiga, but Binyamin was 

not involved. Probably that is why it is on Binyamin’s stone and even there it was not deserved at a certain 

point. So to have the title Yashar, Yishurun, is a challenge to us.  

Yesterday, on Yom Hakkipurim we said Ki Ata Salchan L’yisrael U’machalan L’Shivtei Yishurun. We 

said that Hashem forgives especially the Shevatim who are Yashar. Who are Yashar B’einei Bnei Adam. 

Therefore, we see it as a challenge to live up to a title of Shivtei Yishurun, to live up to the title, to be 

deserving of the title. Halevai, what a challenge with which we leave Yom Hakkipurim. This is a thought 

regarding a mystery. I think people know that Klal Yisrael has the name Yishurun but wonder where it 

comes from and here we have from the Chasam Sofer a Gevaldige insight.  

2. I would like to move on to a second thought. To a thought that is a thought regarding Motzoei Yom 

Kippur since we are holding Motzoei Yom Kippur and even by Shabbos we will still IY”H hopefully have 

the effects of Yom Kippur. I would like to mention a thought that came to mind yesterday as we approached 

Neilah. After Neilah we blow the Shofar and as you know we blow only a Tekiah. It is unusual because 

there is no other place where we blow only a Tekiah. The blowing of the Shofar whether it is on Rosh 

Hashono or on Yovel (when Yovel is Noheig) is always a Tekia which surrounds Teruos. Teruos as you 

know are symbolic of weeping, of sounds of Yelala as the Gemara says, and the whole idea of a Tekiah is 

to symbolize this idea of being able to sandwich the crying of this world with the joy, the Simchos that are 

part of serving HKB”H with the Tekia, with the proud strong sound. Yet on Motzoei Yom Kippur we don’t 

do it. On Motzoei Yom Kippur we have a time that we blow only a Tekiah. Why is that so?  

I think that the answer lies in a Gemara. The Gemara brings the Shitta of Rav Yehuda in Maseches Rosh 

Hashono 26b that the Shofar of Rosh Hashono is a Shofar Kafuf (bent) however, the Shofar of Yom 

Hakkipurim is straight like a trumpet. The Gemara says 4 lines from the bottom ( בר"ה כמה דכייף איניש

 .The Gemara says a mysterious expression .(דעתיה טפי מעלי וביום הכפורים כמה דפשיט איניש דעתיה טפי מעלי

As a matter of fact if you look there are a few Girsaos in the exact Lashon of the Gemara. If you look at the 

Rashash there you will see. The Gemara says that on Rosh Hashono the more a person is bent it is better. 
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That we understand. The idea of being bent in serving Hashem, of Kefifa which is Hachna’a is something 

which we all understand. But on Yom Kippurim (וביום הכפורים כמה דפשיט איניש דעתיה טפי מעלי). On Yom 

Kippur be straight, what does it mean be straight? Yom Kippurim we do Teshuva, we Daven Kafuf. What 

does it mean be straight? The answer seems to tie into something that I mentioned in the past.  

I mentioned in the past that when Klal Yisrael heard the Kohen Gadol saying the Sheim Hashem they fell, 

they bowed. The Kasha that was asked in the past is that the Shulchan Aruch says that you kneel at Boruch, 

you bow at Ata and you stand at Hashem. Shenemar Hashem Zokeif Kefufim. So why in the Bais 

Hamikdash did they fall at the Sheim Hashem and here they stand with the Sheim Hashem? 

The answer is that when you hear someone else saying the Sheim Hashem you have to fall and bow B’aima 

Ubi’yira. However, when you yourself are saying the Sheim Hashem you have to say it with a pride and a 

Shtark’keit. You have to say it Hashem Zokeif Kefufim, proud of who you are, where you are holding by 

saying the Sheim Hashem. Gevaldig.  

On Rosh Hashono it is a time of Hachna’a and so is Yom Kippur. It is a time to be bent towards HKB”H. 

When do we blow the Shofar? At the end of Yom Hakkipurim. When walking away from Yom Kippur. We 

have to walk away from Yom Kippur with a sense of pride. Standing straight with a Gaiva of Kedusha. We 

have to walk out of Yom Kippur knowing that we are charged with the undertaking of the things that we 

were Mekabeil during this Aseres Yemai Teshuva. With goals which we will live up to, a little more, a little 

less, but goals to grow in life. Sometimes I hear Darshanim say, every year Yomim Noraim comes and goes 

and nothing changes and it is all the same. Chas V’shalom! G-d forbid! Heaven forbid! It is not that way.  

I remember when I started being careful to wash Mayim Achronim it was from a Kabbala of Yomim 

Noraim. When I started to be careful to be Mavir Sedra without missing Bli Neder it was with a Kabbala 

of Yomim Noraim. When I started to take a Sefer and not go to sleep without a Sefer at my bed, it was with 

a Kabbala from Yomim Noraim, all Bli Neder. When I started to have a Zehirus not to look at any news on 

the internet, only emails (you know how much time it saves a person), it started with a Yomim Noraim. 

Yomim Noraim come and go and we stay the same? G-d forbid!  

That has to do with a person walking out of the Yomim Noraim with a Tekiah Gedolah, proudly. ( כמה

 By the time you get to the Tekios at the end of the Yomim Noraim you have .(דפשיט איניש דעתיה טפי מעלי

to have a straightness, a pride, a Gaiva, no more Hachna’a.  

I want to tell you a story. There is a Talmid in the Yeshiva a wonderful young man who dated for five or 

six years and a Shidduch didn’t come. It happens. One day he had a date with a friend of mine. A friend 

called for information I gave the information. They went out. My friend called me after the first date. He 

says it is not Nogea to him because his daughter is not going out again with him, but he would like me to 

pass on some advice. On your first date don’t tell the girl all your shortcomings (Chisronos) which is 

apparently what this young man had done. He told the girl his shortcomings. I asked him is that what you 

do? He said aren’t you supposed to be honest when you date? I said yes but that is not the way you advertise 

yourself when you speak. You live your strengths. Eventually you have to tell your Chisronos, that is not 

what you do on your first date.  

We too, we walk out of Yom Hakkipurim, the Hachna’a, the Teshuva it all counts. We have to come out 

proud, optimistic, and positive that the Kabbalos that we undertook for the new year should be real, they 

will be real, we will live up to them, we will be strong. A Tekiah Gedolah. Forget the Shevarim-Teruah, 

the weeping. Time to do, time to accomplish. What a beautiful message. If you didn’t concretize your 

Kabbalos it is not too late. Do it. Make it happen. Make the coming year a meaningful year.  
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3. One last message. A technical message for Parshas Ha’azinu. In the beginning of the Parsha we have a 

Posuk and a Baal Korei who reads it wrong as I have heard is a Mechareif Umigadeif, he is saying terrible 

things. The fifth Posuk of the Parsha (ת לֹו לֹא יו ) .When people misbehave it doesn’t affect Hashem .(ִשחֵּ נָּ בָּ

ם  it affects the children. Many Baalei Korei say Shichas Lo. When you do damaging things it affects (מּומָּ

G-d? (ם נָּיו מּומָּ   !it doesn’t affect the children. G-d forbid (לֹא, בָּ

Make sure that your Baal Korei says (ת לֹו לֹא ם) and (ִשחֵּ נָּיו מּומָּ ת לֹו לֹא) ?Where does this come from .(בָּ  (ִשחֵּ

has a Tevir. I mentioned in the past that Trop are divided between Mafsikin (things that are pauses) and 

Meshamshin (things that are not pauses) and that the Tevir appears both ways as a Meshameish and as a 

Mafsik. I mentioned it once I believe in Parshas Bamidbar. (ם נָּיו מּומָּ ת לֹו לֹא, בָּ  That is the correct way to .(ִשחֵּ

read the Parsha.  

As we go from Yom Kippurim to Sukkos Chazal say that we are too busy to do Aveiros. Halevai! You 

should have a Gut Gebenched Yar to one and all! 

 

Rabbi Reisman – Parshas Ha’azinu 5770 

ְגְמלּו ה    ו 32:6 זֹאת-ְלְירָור, תִּ  in the Sefer Torah the Hei is printed as a separate word. There is a difference of 

opinion on how to read this word. The Machloikes is if Ha and L’hashem are 2 words which is the way 

they appear. This is the opinion of R’ Volf Hindheim one of the greatest Ba’alei Dikduk.  

The Radak and Even Ezra as well as others hold, that the Ksiv is 2 words, however, it is read as one word 

with the Lamed having a Shva Nach. This is our Minhag. The problem however is, there are lists of Kri 

Uchsivs in different Sifrei Dikduk, and we don’t find this one anywhere. The Mesoira in Divrei Hayamim 

Bais Perek 34 lists 8 words that are written as 2 and read as 1, this one is not there. Why is it not listed as 

one of the Kri Uchsivs?  

The Brisker Rav in the Griz Al Hatoirah in Parshas Va’eschanan writes an interesting Chiddush. The name 

Hashem which is Yud K Vav K and which we read Aleph Daled Nun Yud, he suggests that it is also a Kri 

Uchsiv. After all we read it as Adnus and not Yud K Vav K. So you will ask why it is not listed?  

There would be more of those than all other Kri Uchsivs combined. Now we can answer R’ Hindheim’s 

question of why this Kri Uchsiv is not listed. All Yud K Vav K’s are not listed. Even though this one is 

different in that it has the Ha, it still has the Sheim Hashem and it could be because of that, it was left out.  

We start Yom Kippur by saying Oir Zarua Latzaddik, Ul’yishrei Leiv Simcha. Why do we start with this 

Posuk, that the light shines for the Tzaddik? It is not talking to me, I am not a Tzaddik? I am in a Shul with 

many people and very few are Tzadikkim. Shouldn’t we say something that will inspire me?  

Rav Moshe in Darash Moshe Cheilek 2 page 109 has a Nekuda that shows that the message of Oir Zarua is 

a central theme for getting ready for Yom Kippur. It doesn’t say Oir Zoiraiach Latzaddik, meaning a light 

shines for the Tzaddik, it says Zarua which means planted. The message is the following. When a big 

Tzaddik walks into the room, Oir Zoiraiach, it feels like the whole room is lit up. For most Tzaddikim it is 

not that way. Oir Zarua, it is a planted Oir. This means, it is put into the ground, hidden, and covered and 

will blossom eventually so that we can see the Tzidkus. Most efforts at Tzidkus in this world, what we do 

to try to be Doi’me to Tzaddikim, are things which progress very slowly. People can become very 

disillusioned.  Every year we make Kabbalois, sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn’t work. It is 

extremely difficult. So we start Yom Kippur with an encouraging word, Oir Zarua Latzaddik. What you do 

every year, your struggle in working on your Avoidas Hashem. When Yom Kippur comes you try to be 
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better, it is a planted Oir. You will not see results right away. Someday it will blossom. The Oir can even 

blossom by the children and grandchildren of this person. Appreciate the Kabbalois you make even if they 

don’t last too long, they are wonderful Kabbalois.  

Rebbi had a Mispalel that complained about a Kabbala that he had made in the prior year, which had only 

lasted 6 months, and therefore, he didn’t want to accept any new Kabbalois on himself. Similarly, another 

Mispalel had made a Kabbalah at the Siyum Hashas 2 times ago, to complete Shas. After Brochois he 

dropped out. At the last Siyum Hashas he had made the same Kabbala and after Brochois he dropped out. 

He said he will not take this Kabbala on himself again. Rebbi said to him, that is being foolish. At least 

every 7 ½ years you are making a Siyum on Maseches Brochois, even this you want to take away, you have 

something good going!  

Is a Kabbala only good if you keep at it forever? A Kabbala that sticks for awhile is wonderful and 6 months 

is extraordinary. Oir Zarua Latzadik, the little bits of Oir, and the efforts we put. We don’t see it. Sometimes 

the Kabbalois fall away, but they are planted. Ul’yishrei Leiv Simcha, you want to be happy with this, you 

must have a certain Yashrus in the way you think and the way you feel. What a beautiful message in which 

to begin Yom Kippur. 

We say (in Neilah Atah Hivdalta) Vatitein Lanu Hashem Eloikeinu B’ahava Es Yom Hakippurim Hazeh, 

KEITZ Um’chila Us’licha Al Kol Avoinoiseinu. Since Keitz usually refers to Yimois Hamashiach, why do 

we use this Lashoin here and what is its meaning?  

Rav Hutner in Pachad Yitzchak on Yom Hakippurim Maimar 21 Ois 13 has an insight based on a Rav 

Chaim. He brings that the Brisker Rav said in the name of Rav Chaim, no one can really tell what he has 

accomplished in this world until Mashiach comes and there is the final Yoim Hagadol V’hanoira, the day 

of the final judgment. Even someone who lived as a Tzaddik doesn’t know where he is even in the Oilan 

Ha’emes because events can take place in Oilam Hazeh because of his Hashpa’a that can affect him. There 

is a Raya from Chagiga Daf 4b (towards the middle of the page 4th wide line)   רבי אלעזר כי מטי להאי קרא

בכי )שמואל א כח( ויאמר שמואל אל שאול למה הרגזתני להעלות אותי ומה שמואל הצדיק היה מתיירא מן הדין אנו 

על אחת כמה וכמה שמואל מאי היא דכתיב )שמואל א כח( ותאמר האשה אל שאול אלקים ראיתי עולים עולים תרי 

נא מתבעינא קום בהדאי משמע חד שמואל ואידך דאזל שמואל ואתייה למשה בהדיה אמר ליה דלמא חס ושלום לדי

 This Gemara is  about Shmuel Hanavi who was in Shamayim  דליכא מילתא דכתבת באורייתא דלא קיימתיה 

after he had passed away. He thought when Shaul asked to speak with him that he was being summoned to 

Din. What Din, he was already in Shamayim?  

The Brisker Rav says there is only one time, by the Keitz that a person can know where he is. That is why 

the Zman L’asid Lavoi is called the Keitz. That is the Keitz of Acharis Hayamim. Every year also has a 

Keitz. Just like Shabbos is Mei’ain Oilam Habo so to Yom Kippur is Mei’ain the Yoim Hagadol V’hanoira 

of the day of ultimate judgment. In what way?  

There is a certain level of Erech Apayim that Hakadoish Baruch Hu has with us. A level of waiting with 

his Erech Apayim and waiting for his day of judgment. All year long there is a great measure of that. When 

it comes to Yom Kippur, it is the Yom Hadin. Not the ultimate Yom Hadin, however, that year from which 

you are moving forward, what type of Tzura does it have? That depends on where you are at on Yom 

Kippur. The Keitz seals that particular year. That is why we call it KEITZ Um’chila Us’licha. 

When we come to Ma’ariv after we have fasted for 24 hours or so and we are just off of the highest level 

we can be on spiritually all year of Neilah and we come to Shema we say Baruch Sheim in a low voice. 

Why are we any worse at this point than we were the night before on Kol Nidrei night’s Ma’ariv when we 

http://kodesh.snunit.k12.il/i/t/t08a28.htm#15
http://kodesh.snunit.k12.il/i/t/t08a28.htm#13
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can say Boruch Sheim out loud even though we have not begun to feel the effects of the fast yet as we had 

finished the Seuda Hamafsekes a mere 2 hours before but are considered like Malachim?  

The Maharal which is in Parshas Vayeitzei on 32:3 ֲחֵנה ֱאֹל  ג ֲאֶשר ָרָאם, מ  ְקָרא ֵשםקו יֹאֶמר י ֲעֹקב כ  -ים ֶזה; ו יִּ

ם  ֲחָניִּ הּוא, מ  ָמקֹום ה  ְרָצה,   יב however it refers to the beginning of the Parsha 28:12 ה  ֵנה ֻסָלם ֻמָצב א  ו י ֲחֹלם, ְוהִּ

ְלאֲ  ֵנה מ  ָשָמְיָמה; ְוהִּ יע  ה  גִּ ים ּבֹוקֵכי ֱאֹלְורֹאשֹו, מ  ים ְוֹיְרדִּ ים, ֹעלִּ   when Yaakov has a dream with the ladder. The 

Malachim of Eretz Yisrael are going up and the Malachim of Chutz La’aretz are coming down. The question 

is, at this point Yaakov is not at the boundary of Eretz Yisrael, he was at Har Hamoiri’a, so why are the 

Malachim of Chutz La’aretz coming down to accompany him?  

The point is not where you are, the point is which direction are you headed. Yaakov was heading towards 

Chutz La’aretz and therefore only got assistance from Malachei Chutz La’aretz. At the end of the Parsha, 

32:3, Yaakov again met 2 sets of Malachim who switched places, however, he was headed towards Eretz 

Yisrael so he had the special Siyata Dish’maiya of having the Malachim of Eretz Yisrael accompany him. 

The point is a powerful one, it doesn’t matter where you are, it matters in which direction you are heading.  

When Yom Kippur begins we are heading in the direction of Aliyah and therefore, even though the fast is 

not even hard on Kol Nidrei night we can say Baruch Sheim out loud by Ma’ariv. However, at the Ma’ariv 

of Motzoei Yom Kippur, we are heading into Yemei Hachoil and therefore we can’t keep up the level of 

Yom Kippur and say Baruch Sheim out loud. We are already heading in the other direction.  

Your life as a whole should go in a direction of Aliyah. There might be people on a higher Madreiga than 

you, however, your goal is to head in the right direction. The goal is to be elevated by Yom Kippur and to 

become a better person. Yom Kippur should make us B’nei Aliyah and should inspire us for the coming 

year. These 15 minutes that we pull from our Avoidas Hachoil and put it into a period of Koidesh should 

be a Zchus for us and to all Klal Yisrael. A G’mar Chasima Tovah and A Gut Gebenched’te Yar.  

 


