
BURIAL COSTS
By Rabbi Naftali Zions, National Association of Chevra Kadisha

Based on an article by David Damen

We know how important proper burial was to Yaakov 
Avinu. But how far will we go to give others the same?

In 2005, Shmuel received a phone call that changed 
his life. He was a Holocaust survivor who had lost his 
father in a concentration camp and had not seen him 
since. The voice at the other end introduced himself 
as David from South America. “I'm your half-brother. 
Our father is dying and he wants to see you.”

Shmuel’s father had survived, moved to South 
America, married a non-Jew, had a son, and become 
very wealthy. Now dying, he had asked his son to find 
his other child, not knowing if he was still alive. 

Shmuel flew to South America, but was met at the 
airport by a tearful David. “Dad passed away,” he 
said. In the car, he told Shmuel their father had asked 
him to split his $50 million inheritance. As for the 
funeral, he was to be cremated. Shmuel was aghast, 
but David just shrugged. “Dad didn’t live like a Jew; 
why should he die like one?”

Shmuel contacted a lawyer, but the courts were 
unsympathetic. He offered to give David $10 million 
of the inheritance, if he just let him bury their father.

“How dare you sue me, after I went to such lengths to 
find you?” David said. “I don’t want to deal with you!”

“I’ll give you my entire half of the inheritance. Just 
let me bury our father.”

David agreed. Quickly, Shmuel arranged for the 
transport and kevurah of their father. The levayah 
appeared like any other; nobody knew that it had cost  
him $25 million.

MEANS VERSUS ENDS
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Refael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Shimon and Levi share a trait that should have qualified them to assume 
leadership of the Jewish people: achim, a strong sense of brotherhood. They 
reacted to a wrong done to Dinah as if they themselves had been victimized. 
However, klei chamas mecheiroseihem—they used dishonest methods to 
achieve their goal. After what seemed to be a peaceful and friendly dowry 
agreement, their conditions with Shechem became tools of brutality.

Whereas Reuven was not independent enough, Shimon and Levi were too 
aware of their own strength. When the welfare of the klal was at stake, they 
acted ruthlessly. In birchos Yaakov, Yaakov imposed a curse upon violence 
that runs against justice, even if it is intended for the common good. 

Other nations treat any action as legitimate if it serves the interest of the 
country. Acts of violence that would be punished if done selfishly by an 
individual are rewarded if they are committed for the welfare of the state. 

A person is a combination of a guf and a neshama . Whereas the 
bracha of Asher Yatzar gives thanks for the marvelous creation 
and complex workings of the guf, Elokai Neshama gives thanks 
for the spiritual part of the human being, the neshama.
The body is merely the clothing of the "real you," the neshama, 
and was given to us to as a tool for the neshama to fulfill the 
mitzvos.  Therefore, we say “Kol zman shehaneshama b’kirbi, 
modeh ani lefanecha.” As long as this neshama is inside us, we 
promise to thank Hashem for creating us.  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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ELOKAI NESHAMA:

YOUR BODY, YOUR TOOL
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Morality applies only in private life.

Here, in contrast, the last will and testament of 
the Jewish founder is to curse violence, even 
if used for the most legitimate interests of 
the family. It declares for all time that even in 
public life, when it comes to the common good, 
the ends must be pure—and so must the means. 
But it is only their methods that made Shimon 
and Levi deserving of rebuke. Their spirit is 
indispensable for a nation that endures so 
much hardship yet stands tall through the ages. 
Yaakov Avinu, on his deathbed, cursed their 
excessive violence, but blessed the spirit that 
inspired them.

The danger posed by Shimon and Levi’s fire 
exists when the nation flourishes, constituting 
a powerful community easily carried away by 
the awareness of its own strength. Afitzeim 
b’Yisrael—in a flourishing Jewish state, these 
tribes must be scattered. Levi received no share 
in the land, his survival depending on maaser, 
the goodwill of each individual. Shimon's 
territory was an enclave inside Yehuda’s, 
completely dependent on a more powerful 
tribe. When we thrived as a nation, Shimon and 
Levi had no political influence.

But in galus, when pressure weighs down on us 
and the nation is scattered, there is real danger 
that all self-respect will be lost and all spiritual 
life stifled. To enable even a Jewish peddler to 
proudly look down on Europe’s street youth, 
for him to maintain a sense of belonging to 
his people—for that, achalkeim b’Yaakov. By 
scattering Shimon and Levi, Hashem ensured 
that when the nation went into galus, wherever 
Jews were, descendants of Shimon and Levi 
were there, fostering strength and courage, 
fervor and Jewish pride, and assuring that the 
Jewish spirit remains alive and strong even 
after the kingdom is gone. 

NEVER A DOUBT
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

The Sefer Hachinuch teaches us that there are six mitzvos anyone can fulfill at 
any moment. He proves this from the pasuk "Six cities of refuge they shall be for 
you."

The siman is meaningful. A person's task in this world is to connect with his 
Creator. When we fulfill a mitzvah, we do connect, but when we are between 
mitzvos, if we don't think about Hashem, we only sense the physical world 
around us. This tends to pull us away from the Ribbono shel Olam. The 
six constant mitzvos are like arei miklat, where we can escape the pull of 
materialism by connecting to the Creator in any given moment in our hearts.

The first of the six is the mitzvah of emunah, as expressed in the first of the Ten 
Commandments: "I am Hashem, your G-d, Who took you out of the land of 
Egypt." This obligates us to know and affirm that the world is under Hashem's 
direct supervision, based on the fact that He took us out of Egypt.

It is noteworthy that the Aseres Hadibros do not declare, "I am Hashem Who 
created the world." After all, we weren't there at the time of Creation, so that 
would not be convincing. However, our forefathers did experience undeniable 
miracles at the time of yetzias Mitzrayim: the makkos, krias Yam Suf, the 
mann. In essence, they were told, “You know yourself that this is all true. You 
experienced it in a way that cannot be denied.”

One of the main themes of the Chumash is that the Jewish people did not 
need to be convinced of the truth of Hashem or His Torah. They knew it from 
firsthand experience, in contrast to other belief systems, lehavdil, where the 
original listeners needed to be coaxed or coerced into acceptance.

Throughout Tanach, the neviim rebuke the people for almost every type of 
sin—idolatry, immorality, false oaths, cheating, corruption of the court system, 
and more. There is one glaring omission: the sin of disbelief is never mentioned 
in the Torah. No one was ever accused of denying yetzias Mitzrayim or Matan 
Torah, for the simple reason that no one ever denied it. The entire people knew 
that this was our national history. The first time that a significant number of 
Jews expressed such skepticism was the advent of Reform Judaism, at the end 
of the 1700s. The maskilim essentially denied the basis of our emunah because it 
was too restrictive for them.

In the coming weeks, we will focus on these six constant mitzvos. 

ACTING ON INSTINCT

Where do animals get their education?

Every creature on earth is endowed with the instincts it needs for its existence. No one knows 
how. A baby duckling can swim as soon as it reaches water, without swimming lessons, even if 
its mother is not present. Salmon find their place of birth and swim upstream to spawn. Caribou 
don’t need a map to migrate 2,000 miles when the seasons change. Birds fly thousands of miles 
in formation, using the wind to their advantage. A calf doesn’t need to be taught to eat grass.  The 
robin knows how to build a nest. The bee knows how to make a hive. The bear can tell when it’s 
time to find a den and hibernate through the winter. The list goes on and on. All these animals 
"just know." By chance? 

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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