
hearken… (ibid. 7:12) The word , which also means 

heel, refers to the era of history that we are in right now 
- Ikvisa D’Meshicha, the time immediately before Mashi-
ach. The reason this very great chapter of history is 
called this is twofold: First because it is the heel of 
history – just as on a person’s body the heel is the end 
point. Second, this time is called  because just as a 
person’s heel has very little feeling (it also possesses 
dead skin), during Ikvisa D’Meshicha there will naturally 
be very little feeling. In order to feel one will have to 
really work on it. 

At this point in history, when there are very 
great nisyonos (tests and challenges) in so many areas – 
at this point in history when people are not on the level 
of the Jews in the prior generations – at this point in 
history, - the Jews are still listening to Haka-
dosh Baruch Hu.  

(Rav Schorr adds that the word  de-

notes a lesser form of listening, as the  at the end of a 
word transforms the meaning of the word into some-
thing smaller than it is (just like  means the pupil of 

the eye, because it reflects a small image of an , a 
man, when one is standing in front of another person). 

 The pasuk is therefore saying that in the  of 
history there will be Jews who truly listen to Hashem – 
granted, not on the same level as Jews in the past, but 
listening nonetheless. About that time the Torah says 
. What does that teach us? Chazal teach us that the 

word  always denotes joy. But what joy is the Torah 

referring to? The joy of Hashem Yisbarach…that even though the 
generations have lessened in stature, and Klal Yisrael might not 
be on the same level as its forebears; but we are still listening. We 
are trying to fulfill the Will of Hashem to the best of our ability 
and that is a source of unbelievable joy for Hakadosh Boruch Hu. 

This beautiful thought must inspire us to real-
ize how important our avodah is in the eyes of Hashem, 
and also how it truly is possible for us to bring Mashiach. We, 
with our challenges and the tests of our generation, can 
achieve things that no one else could - because every 
generation has its unique mission in history. We must 
fulfill ours. 

Besiyata diShmaya. 
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The Dubner Maggid once asked the Vilna 
Gaon: How do we understand and appreciate the 
middah of sameiach bichelko with regard to 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu possessing that trait?  

The holy Gaon responded in an incredible way, 
with something that is truly encouraging. The 
pasuk says in Parashas Ha’azinu, 
.(Devarim 32:9) Klal Yisrael is 
considered to be, kaviyachol, Hashem’s portion. In 
this sense Hashem is very happy with His portion: 
His children, the Jewish nation. 

I believe that this powerful thought is an especial-
ly needed source of chizuk for our generation. Consid-
ering the fact that it is so many years after Ma’amad 
Har Sinai, and the unfortunate reality of 
 (the generations have lessened in 
stature), we might feel discouraged about how we are 
perceived in the eyes of our Father in Heaven. Yet 
when we hear insights like this one from the Gaon, 
complemented by the following thought on our 
Parasha, it should give us a boost of energy and pride. 
This definitely does not mean that we should be 
complacent in our avodah. Rather we should never get 
down about our status, even if we are not as great as 
the Yidden of past generations. 

As Rav Avigdor Miller zt”l once said on his tapes, 
based on a pasuk in Koheles: Do not ever say that the 
days before were greater and if only I would have lived 
in that generation…etc. Because this is one of the Yetzer 
Hara’s greatest tricks - and it does not stem from wisdom. 

He then explained that Hashem mysteriously 
placed every single Jew in a particular generation in 
history in order to fulfill his unique mission. If some-
one was supposed to be placed in the generation of 
the Rema, or the generation of the Tanna’im, Hashem 
would have placed him there. Since He did not, that means 
it is specifically this generation that is suited for him - 
and in this generation he can reach his ultimate 
shleimus. 

With this important preface we come to an unbe-
lievable insight that is based on Rav Avrohom Schorr’s 
words on the first pasuk in our Parasha:

This shall be the reward when you 


