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THE WOMAN OF VALOR ACTS IMMEDIATELY  
Rivka overheard Yitzchak tell Esav to prepare him delicacies "so that my soul may bless you before I die." She 
immediately went to Yaakov and told him that she will prepare the delicacies that Yitzchak loved. "Then bring 
it to your father and he shall eat, so that he may bless you before his death."  
 

A Person Must Weigh the Consequences 
Yaakov was afraid and he replied, "Perhaps my father will feel me and I shall be seen as a mocker in his eyes; I 
will thus bring upon myself a curse rather than a blessing." 
 
Rivka replies, "Your curse be on me…."  
 

WOULD YOU ENDANGER YOUR MOTHER? 
The question one must ask at this point is why Yaakov agreed to proceed with this dangerous deception 
knowing it could put his mother in grave jeopardy? 
 
For example, if a mother says that she is willing to go to jail in place of her son, what son would allow this? If 
anything, now that Rivka is in danger it should be more of a reason for Yaakov to resist! As long as there is any 
chance that Rivka will be harmed, Yaakov's natural reaction should be to protect her.  
 

A Mother Will Give Her Life for Her Children 
The Iban Ezra explains that Rivka's pledge was the universal language of women. A mother gives her life for 
the sake of her children. The blessing and success of the children is the blessing and success of their mother, 
likewise the curse and failure of the children is the curse and failure of their mother.  
 
This is why Rivka says at the end of the parsha that if Yaakov takes a wife from bnai Chais, "what is life to 
me?"  
 
This is why Rachel Imainu says to Yaakov in next week's parsha, "Give me children, otherwise I am dead."  
 

BUILDING A BAYIT NE’EMAN 
The natural state of a woman is to put all her efforts into raising a family. Yaakov's failure to receive the 
ultimate blessing from Yitzchak would have been a fate equal to death for Rivka. It was the mesiras nefesh on 
the part of his mother, who willingly put her life on the line, which gave Yaakov the strength to risk his life for 
the blessing too. This would assure that future generations would uphold the Torah. 
 

Hashem Hears a Mother’s Prayers Above All 
Furthermore, Hashem greatly cherishes the love that a mother has for her children. When Bnai Yisrael were led 
into exile the only entreaty that was accepted was that of Rachel Immainu.  
 

The Women of Valor are of the Front Lines  
Our very survival in galus depends on the chinuch of our children. Our women of valor often stay at home, 
giving up any notion of a career in order to raise children. Let his word serve as a reminder to thank our 
mothers, and our wives, for the selflessness shown in caring for us and our children; how much attention and 
care that is given on all levels at the expense of sleep and while on the brink of collapse. No child’s need is too 
great and no mother’s mesirus nefesh is ever exhausted. Motherhood has the greatest potential influence in 
human life. Thank you mom, thank you my dear wife.  
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Bereishis, 25:22: “And the children crushed within her…” 

Rashi, Bereishis, 25:22, sv. And [the children] crushed: When she would pass by entrances of places of Torah 
study of Shem and Ever, Yaakov would run and toss about to go out of his [mother’s womb]…when she would 
pass by entrances of idol worship Esav would toss about to go out… 

In the previous Dvar Torah we discussed a problem involving Yaakov’s behavior in the womb. That of Esav is 
equally troubling: The Midrash quoted by Rashi seems to imply that Esav was evil from the time that he was a 
fetus. The commentaries point out a problem with this Midrash1; they bring sources that the yetser hara only 
enters a person from the time he was born, yet according to this Midrash Esav already seemed to have a strong 
yetser hara in the womb! 

Rav Nosson Weiss shlita answers this by closely analyzing Rashi’s words – he only says that Esav wanted to go 
towards the places of idol worship, but he does not say what Esav wanted to do there. This means that Esav had 
an inborn inclination towards places of evil, yet it would be up to him when he grew up to use that inclination in 
a constructive way. The most obvious positive way that he could do this would be to destroy such places, rather 
than be spiritually destroyed by them. Thus, we see that Esav was not evil from the womb, rather he had a 
natural leaning which could be used for the good or for the bad. 

Indeed, a careful analysis of the Rabbinic sources describing Esav’s early life demonstrates that Esav did indeed 
possess great ability in fighting evil. The Torah describes the young Esav as a “man, who knew how to trap”.2  
The Midrash says that one interpretation of these words is that he would trap criminals with his mouth; they 
would deny their involvement in a crime and he would trick them into admitting the truth.3 The Targum 
Yonasan on the same verse makes an even more dramatic revelation – that Esav actually killed the leader of the 
idol worshippers; Nimrod. Thus he evidently had a talent in destroying evil. 

Had Esav continued applying his natural attraction to evil positively he could surely have achieved greatness 
and fulfilled the role that Yitzchak desired for him. However, instead, he allowed himself to be overcome by the 
immorality that he encountered and degenerated into an evildoer of the worst kind.  The Midrash tells us that a 
very different persona in Tanach shared a similar mazal (inclination) to Esav – the great David HaMelech.  
HaShem sent Shmuel HaNavi to anoint David as King, he saw that David had a red complexion. The color red 
represents an inclination to kill, and when Shmuel saw that David has this learning he feared that he would be a 
murderer like Esav. HaShem reassured him that David would apply this inclination in the correct way and use it 
to kill when halacha so dictates. Indeed David killed numerous enemies of Klal Yisrael.4    

We have seen how Esav’s natural leaning towards evil did not mean that it was inevitable that he would be an 
sinful person, but that when he grew up he applied his free will in the wrong way. This teaches an important 
lesson with regards to how a person develops his character traits. Every trait can be applied in a positive or 
negative way; one can choose to use this trait for selfish reasons or he can channel it in a positive way to 
perform HaShem’s will.   

____________________ 

1Gur Aryeh, Bereishis, 25:22.  He brings the passuk in Bereishis, 4:7, that describes the yester hara: “Sin crouches at the 
opening”, ‘at the opening’ refers to the time when the baby enters the world. 
2Bereishis, 25:27. 
3Bereishis Rabbah, 63:10. 
4Bereishis Rabbah, 63:11. 

 

 

Rabbi Yehonasan Gefen “The purpose of prayer is not to get us out of trouble. The purpose of trouble is to get us into prayer.”-Rav Yitzchak H
unter 
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It is forbidden to behave in an insensitive and uncompromising manner towards others, a character trait referred 
to as middat Sedom in Talmudic literature. Middat Sedom, as is alluded to in its name, refers to the evil manner in 
which the people of ancient Sodom behaved.1 Although the Sodomites practiced all forms of immorality and 
wickedness, they were specifically condemned for their blatantly loathsome behavior towards others. 
 
Besides referring to all manner of selfish conduct and disregard for others, the term middat Sedom is largely used 
to describe a refusal to accommodate others even when doing so presents no disadvantage or inconvenience to 
oneself. (The reverse, an arrangement whereby one is able to help others without any inconvenience to oneself, is 
referred to as zeh neheneh v’zeh lo chaser – this one benefits while this one loses nothing.) 
 
The people of Sodom refused to perform acts of kindness with each other, and even more so with strangers, even 
where no loss, inconvenience, or effort was required on their part.2 Not only is it forbidden to behave in this 
manner, but one can even be compelled to assist others when one will lose nothing from doing so. The halachic 
dispensation to force people to comply in such circumstances is referred to as kofin al middat Sedom (we coerce 
people when they behave in the manner of Sodom). Somewhat related to the principle of middat Sedom is the 
sharply censured attitude of “What’s mine is mine.”3 
 
Among the many Talmudic examples of zeh neheneh v’zeh lo chaser is the case where brothers are required to 
divide land among themselves that they inherited from their father. One of the brothers owns a field which 
happens to be adjacent to the land now being divided between them. This brother therefore requests that he be 
allotted the land closest to his field in order to allow for greater territorial continuity. Our sages teach us that the 
brothers must honor such a reasonable request and that everyone involved can be compelled (kofin al middat 
Sedom) to comply with it. Refusing to allow this brother to better benefit from his inheritance is nothing but 
middat Sedom.4 
 
Another classic example of kofin al middat Sedom is the case where one person made use of the property of 
another in a manner in which the property owner suffered no loss, inconvenience, or disadvantage as a result. In 
such a situation the property owner is not permitted to demand payment from the squatter for the use he made of 
the property. Of course the halacha would be different in the event that the property owner was intending to rent 
out the property, the squatter caused damage while using it, or if the squatter was told to vacate and failed to do 
so.5 
 
Among the many proverbial “Aesop’s Fables” tales is one entitled “The Dog and the Manger” which illustrates 
the concept of middat Sedom quite nicely. As the story goes, there was once a dog that lay down to sleep in a 
manger. Upon awakening, he viciously prevented the other animals on the farm from eating any of the hay he had 
slept upon, even though he was uninterested in eating it himself. As the ox in the story then fittingly quipped: 
“People often begrudge others what they cannot enjoy themselves.” 
 
Similarly, in the Charlie Brown cartoon series there is an episode in which Lucy happens to obtain the baseball 
card Charlie Brown desperately wants. She then indulges in teasing and taunting Charlie Brown over having 
acquired the card. Charlie Brown is visibly broken from this experience and leaves the scene. Moments later, 
Lucy decides that she really doesn’t want the card and simply throws it away. 
 
According to some authorities, the prohibition on behaving in the manner of middat Sedom is actually a full-
fledged Torah prohibition.6 Others maintain that the concept is rabbinic in origin.7 Either way, it is clearly not the 
manner in which one imbued with a spirit of Torah should conduct oneself.8 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
1Bava Kama 20; Bava Batra 12b. See also CM 174:1, 153:8. 
2Ketubot 103a; Rashi, ibid. 
3Avot 5:10; Eruvin 49a; Rashi, ibid.; Bava Batra 12b, 168a. 
4Bava Batra 12b. 
5Bava Kama 21a; CM 363:6–8. 
6Rabbeinu Tam, cited in Tosafot, Bava Batra 12b. 
7Ritzba, cited in Tosafot, Bava Batra 12b. 
8Vayikra 19:19; Devarim 6:18, 12:28, 16:20. 

Rabbi Ari Enkin 

3 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Rabbi Eytan Yehudah Dzikowski 
 
25:21 

ַהר  ֶתר לֹ֙ו ה' ַוַּת֖ וא ַוֵּיָע֤ ה ִה֑ י ֲעָקָר֖ ַכח ִאְׁשּ֔תֹו ִּכ֥ ה' ְלֹנ֣ ק ֽלַ ר ִיְצָח֤ ה ִאְׁשּֽתֹו׃ַוֶּיְעַּת֨  ִרְבָק֥
 
Isaac pleaded with the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD responded to his plea, and his wife Rebekah 
conceived. 

● One of the reasons Rivkah was sterile was because Lavan, her brother, blessed her (Bereshit 24:60) and Hashem didn’t want 
people to think that she gave birth because of his blessing. (Bereshit Rabbah 60:13) 

 
25:22 

ׁש ֶאת־ה'׃ ֶל� ִלְדֹר֥ ִכי ַוֵּת֖ ה ָאֹנ֑ ָּמה ֶּז֖ ן ָל֥ אֶמר ִאם־ֵּכ֔ ּה ַוּתֹ֣ ֲצ֤צּו ַהָּבִני֙ם ְּבִקְרָּב֔  ַוִּיְתֹרֽ
 
But the children struggled in her womb, and she said, “If so, why do I exist?”She went to inquire of the LORD. 

● Rivkah was originally destined to give birth to all 12 tribes. However, since she complained about the pain of her first pregnancy 
(with Yakov and Esav) the merit was taken away from her. This is alluded to by the use of the word “ze” when she questions her 
difficult pregnancy. “Ze” has a numerical value of 12. (Bereshit Rabbah, Tanchuma on Vayechi 15) 
 

 25:25 
ֶרת י ֻּכּ֖לֹו ְּכַאֶּד֣ א ָהִראׁשֹו֙ן ַאְדמֹוִנ֔ ו׃ ַוֵּיֵצ֤ ר ַוִּיְקְר֥אּו ְׁש֖מֹו ֵעָׂשֽ  ֵׂשָע֑

 
The first one emerged red,like a hairy mantle all over, so they named him Esav. 

● Originally, Esav was supposed to be called “Assuy” with the letter yud in his name. But Yaakov “took” it from him and it was 
added to his own name as “Yaakov” instead of just “Ekev”. In the era of the Messiah, Esav’s letter vav will also be taken from 
him by Eliyahu and will also be given to Yaakov. Esav’s name will then become “Es” and Yaakov’s name will then always be 
spelled in full, with the letter vav, as it is in Vayikra 26:42: "וזכרתי את בריתי יעקוב". (Megaleh Amukot) 

 
25:26 

ים ׁשָ  ק ֶּבן־ִׁשִּׁש֥ ב ְוִיְצָח֛ א ְׁש֖מֹו ַיֲעֹק֑ ו ַוִּיְקָר֥ ב ֵעָׂש֔ ֶז֙ת ַּבֲעֵק֣ יו ְוָי֤דֹו ֹאֶח֙ א ָאִח֗ ן ָיָצ֣ ֲחֵרי־ֵכ֞ ם׃ְוַאֽ ֶדת ֹאָתֽ  ָנ֖ה ְּבֶל֥
  

Then his brother emerged, holding on to the heel of Esau; so they named him Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when they were born. 
● It is taught that anyone who dreams of Yakov, beautiflluy dressed, will have years added to his life. (Meam Loez) 

 
25:27 

ים׃ ב ֹאָהִלֽ ם ֹיֵׁש֖ יׁש ָּת֔ ה ְוַיֲעֹק֙ב ִא֣ יׁש ָׂשֶד֑ ִיד ִא֣ ַע ַצ֖ יׁש ֹיֵד֥ ו ִא֛ י ֵעָׂש֗ ים ַוְיִה֣  ֽוִַּיְגְּדלּ֙ו ַהְּנָעִר֔
 
When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the outdoors; but Jacob was a mild man who stayed in camp 

● We learn from here that Esav was not only skilled at hunting but was also an excellent warrior. He killed Nimrod. (Targum 
Yonathan) 

 
25:30 

א־ְׁש֖מ  ן ָקָרֽ ִכי ַעל־ֵּכ֥ י ָעֵי֖ ף ָאֹנ֑ ה ִּכ֥ ם ָהָאֹד֙ם ַהֶּז֔ ִני ָנ֙א ִמן־ָהָאֹד֤ ב ַהְלִעיֵט֤ ל־ַיֲעֹק֗ ו ֶאֽ אֶמר ֵעָׂש֜ ֹ֨  ֹו ֱאֽדֹום׃ַוּי
 
And Esau said to Jacob, “Give me some of that red stuff to gulp down, for I am famished”—which is why he was named Edom. 

● We learn from the repetition of the word Edom that Yaakov served Esav stew and red wine (Meam Loez on 25:31) 
 

25:32 
 ֹ֣ ה׃ַוּי י ְּבֹכָרֽ ה ִל֖ � ָל֑מּות ְוָלָּמה־ֶּז֥ י הֹוֵל֖ ה ָאֹנִכ֥ ו ִהֵּנ֛  אֶמר ֵעָׂש֔

 
And Esau said, “I am at the point of death, so of what use is my birthright to me?” 

● When Esav was 15 years old he stole the cloak that Nimrod inherited from Adam. The cloak had pictures of all sorts of animals 
and birds which would attract them to him. This made hunting very easy. Esav was now worried that Nimrod would seek 
revenge for this and kill him. Hence, he felt that he was “at the point of death.” Ultimately, Esav killed Nimrod when Nimrod 
was 215 years old and had ruled the entire civilized world for 185 years. (Meam Loez) 

 
26:1 

ק ֶאל־ֲאִביֶּמ֥  ֶל� ִיְצָח֛ ם ַוֵּי֧ י ַאְבָרָה֑ ר ָהָי֖ה ִּביֵמ֣ ב ָהִראׁ֔שֹון ֲאֶׁש֥ ֶרץ ִמְּלַב֙ד ָהָרָע֣ י ָרָע֙ב ָּבָא֔ ֶל�־ְּפִלְׁש ַוְיִה֤ ָרה׃ֶל� ֶמֽ ים ְּגָרֽ  ִּת֖
 
There was a famine in the land aside from the previous famine that had occurred in the days of Abraham and Isaac went to Abimelech, 
king of the Philistines, in Gerar. 

● This famine was one of the 10 major famines in the history of the world. It was the 4th one. (Me’am Loez) 
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An Orthodox Jew from New Jersey was involved in a car accident in which he accidentally killed an 
old non-Jewish man. Although the courts found the Jewish man not guilty, he could not carry the pains 
of the guilt that he killed an old man. It gave him no peace and caused him to lose his appetite. He was 
unable to sleep for weeks. 

He decided to seek counsel from the internationally known sage, Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky of Bnei Brak. 
He wrote him a letter asking for a tikun - plan for soul-rectification, because he had accidentally killed a 
non-Jew. 

The Rabbi wrote back to him. His response consisted of one word: 
"Amalek", the Jew was disappointed. He could not understand this 
answer and continued suffering with sleepless nights. 

The original Amalek was a grandson of Esau. He and his descendants 
hate the Jews and what we stand for so much that they constantly 
attack us. On the Shabbat preceding Purim, called "Zachor," we read 
the biblical passage (Deut 25:17-19) commanding us to remember 
their evil and to obliterate them. Haman, the villain of the Book of Esther, was a descendant of Amalek. 
Hitler may have been another. 

At some point he decided to move away from his town to begin a new life. Maybe then he could stop 
thinking about the incident. He began searching for a new location and found a house in a nearby town 
that appealed to him. The owners told him that they were eager to get rid of this house which they 
inherited from their dead father who had been killed in a car accident. 

Could it possibly be? After a short investigation, the Jew discovered that the residence belonged to the 
old man whom he had accidentally killed! Soon after that, in the basement of the house he found 
materials belonging to the deceased non-Jewish man. He was shocked to find a photograph of the old 
man from when he was a young man, proudly wearing an SS uniform, standing next to evil Hitler, may 
his name be eternally blotted out. 

It turned out that this old man had been an SS officer in the Nazi army during the Holocaust years. After 
the war, he made his escape to the United States and hid his past. Other documents he had been 
preserving included a list of the names of all the Jews he personally murdered, May G-d Al-Mighty 
avenge their blood. 

When the Jew read the names of the martyrs that were murdered, he found both of his parent's names on 
the list! 

The Al-mighty had indeed allotted to him to be the instrument to avenge his parents' blood! It was then 
that he understood Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky's one word answer. 

 
  
  Source: Ascent of Safed 
  http://ascentofsafed.com 
  From Kabbalahonline.org 
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