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Melachim 1:6:13 “ ושכנתי בתוך בני ישראל, ולא אעזוב

 ”את עמי ישראל

“And I shall dwell among B’nei Yisroel, and I shall not 

desert My nation, Yisroel.”  The Haftorah of Parshas Terumah is Lained 

from Sefer Melachim about Shlomo Hamelech building the Bais 

Hamikdash.  This Haftorah is Lained with Parshas Terumah because 

Parshas Terumah discusses the building of the Mishkan in the Midbar, 

and the Haftorah discusses the building of the Bais Hamikdash.  The 

Haftorah ends by saying that Hakodosh Boruch Hu would dwell among 

B’nei Yisroel, and will not desert Klal Yisroel.   Why does the Posuk need 

to repeat that Hakodosh Boruch Hu would not desert Klal Yisroel – if He 

will dwell among them, He obviously will not desert them?   The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and support the P’shat 

offered in the closing paragraph. 

 You“ – ”ועשית מנרת זהב טהור“ Terumah 25:31 – אדרת אליהו 

shall make a Menorah of pure gold.” “מנורה” is a Remez to Chiddushei 

Torah Shebal Peh that one is Mechadesh.  This illuminates the Nefesh in 

Olam Hazeh and in Olam Habah.  It also causes illumination for the 

Nefesh of the person’s father and mother in Olam Habah, as known 

from the Zohar Hakodosh.  “ועשית” – Make for yourself – from yourself, 

 Chiddushei Torah, which is a part of Torah Shebal Peh and – ”מנורת זהב“

is called “זהב” which is Gevurah – and “כסף” is a Remez to Torah 

Shebiksav, which is Chesed.  “טהור” – The Chiddushei Torah must be 

completely pure; it must not be contradictory to anything in Torah 

Shebiksav.   

 Since each – ”ועשית מנרת זהב טהור“ 25:31 - זרע שמשון 

person has a Mikdash within him, as the Posuk says, 25:8 “ושכנתי בתוכם” 

– “I will reside within you”, it is proper to Darshen that the Menorah is a 

Remez to the Neshama, which is within the body of a person and is the 

Kodesh Kodoshim.  “ועשית מנרת זהב טהור” – The Neshama which is 

pure is compared to gold.  Medrash Rabbah 16:2 – “The world was not 

worthy of utilizing gold – if so, why was it created? It was created for the 

sake of the Bais Hamikdash.”  So too, it is not worthy for the Guf to 

utilize the Neshama, which is a part of our G-d from above, except for 

the service of the Bais Hamikdash – serving Hashem.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   – ”ועשית מנרת זהב טהור“ 25:31 - 

Menochos 28a – The Menorah is to be made out of gold.  If 

circumstances are such that gold cannot be provided, as occurred during 

the early days of the Maccabean restoration, the Menorah can be made 

from a less precious metal.  “מקשה תיעשה” – “Hammered out shall the 

Menorah be made.”  The word, “תיעשה”, is written in its full form here, 

with a Yud, which implies that the Menorah is to be made under all 

circumstances, “תיעשה” – “It shall be made!” 

 The Menorah – ”ועשית מנרת זהב טהור“ 25:31 - רבינו אפרים 

is the light that illuminates.  It is the source of light, that all other light 

comes from.  There are six branches K’neged the six directions: up, 

Down, East, West, North, and South. They all face the middle, where all 

of the light comes from and is dispensed all over the world.   

“ 25:31 - העמק דבר  ב טהורועשית מנרת זה ” – The Torah is 

stressing that the Menorah must be Tahor, pure. The Torah is telling us 

that the Menorah will only work properly to illuminate when the 

generation is pure in their actions.  During the Bayis Sheini, the second 

Bais Hamikdash, when the generation perverted their actions and were 

not pure, the light of the Menorah was extinguished.  Additionally, the 

light of the Menorah is to illuminate the Koach of Pilpul and Chiddushei 

Torah, that one should come to the Amitah Shel Torah, the truth of 

Torah, through the Pilpul.   

 One should – ”ועשית מנרת זהב טהור“ 25:31 - נחל קדומים 

make himself like a Menorah to illuminate to his Talmidim the reasons of 

the Torah and its Chiddushim.  There are six branches on the Menorah 

and they all face towards the middle branch, the נר מערבי, which 

represents the Torah, while the other branches represent other 

wisdoms of the world.  This is to teach us that everything begins and 

ends with the נר מערבי, the Torah. The Torah is Ikar and the foundation 

of it all.  As the Rambam says, all the other wisdoms are like the chef and 

the scent-makers of the Torah, meaning that all the wisdom comes from 

the Torah.  It is for this reason that the נר מערבי was always lit, while the 

other lights went out, for the Torah illuminates by day and by night – at 

all times.   

 – ”ושכנתי בתוך בני ישראל“ Melachim 1:6:13 - ברכת חיים 

“Inside” the letters of “ישראל” ( ד"מל, ף"לא, ש"יר, ן"יש, ד"וי  these are the 

letters of ישראל spelled out.  If you take all of the middle letters, the י', ו ,'

'מ', ל', י , the total is 96) is the number 96, which corresponds to the 

Names of Hashem of ל-א  , and י-נ-ד-א .  With this we can understand the 

word, “ושכנתי” and call it, “ושכינתי” – that Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, 

“My Shechina will be within Klal Yisroel.” The נר is also a Remez to the 

Neshama of a person, as it says in Mishlei 20:27 “ נשמת אדם' כי נר ד .”  

The Shechina rests upon the Neshama of a person.  The world is a dark 

place and it is only the light of the Shechina that illuminates the world. 

“ Melachim 1:6:13 - ברכת חיים  תוך בני ישראלושכנתי ב ” – The 

middle letters of the words, “בני ישראל” are a נ'  and a ר' , which spell the 

word, “נר”, a Remez to the unity of the lamp.  The three ה"הוי , with the 

Names of Hashem, ם"אלהי, י"אדנ, ה"אהי  is equal to 250 ,נר – this is a 

great illumination.  “ושכנתי בתוך בני ישראל” - the נר, representative of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, is within “ אלרי ישנב .”  With Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

being “in middle of B’nei Yisroel,” “לא אעזוב את עמי ישראל” – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu will never forsake His people, Yisroel.  

םברכת חיי   - Melachim 1:6:13 “ושכנתי בתוך בני ישראל” – 

 within him.  If one connects – ”תוך“ heart, of a person is ,לב The – ”תוך“

the word לב to the Shem Havayah, ( 'ה', ו', ה', י ) the Gematria is 58 ,חן, 

and this will cause Klal Yisroel to be Zoche to redeem, “ ה-ו-ה-כבוד י ” 

which is also the Gematria of חן.  The Torah is called “חן,” as it says in 

Mishlei 5:18 “יעלת חן.”  The heart will be Zoche to be the abode for the 

Name of Hakodosh Boruch Hu through the Torah that is in one’s heart.   

“ Melachim 1:5:26 – ברכת חיים  נתן חכמה לשלמה כאשר ' וד

  ”.And Hashem gave wisdom to Shlomo, as He told him“ – ”דבר לו

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave Shlomo Hamelech a choice of what he 

wanted, and he chose wisdom.  Why does the Posuk need to tell us that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave Shlomo wisdom, “As He told him”?  Melachim 

 Hashem told Shlomo, “Request what I should – ”שאל מה אתן לך“ 1:3:5

give to you.” Tanchuma Chukas 6 – Moshol – A king tells his beloved that 

he can request one thing from the king, and the king will grant it to him.  

The beloved was exceedingly wise and figured out a way to get much 

more than one thing from the king.  He asked for the king’s daughter to 

be his wife.  This way he would get the princess, and being that he would 

now be the son-in-law of the king, he would thereby get many more 

things.  This is what Shlomo Hamelech did.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu asked 

him what he desired, and he chose Chochma, which is inclusive of all.  As 

it is known from the Zohar Hakodosh that חכמה, is כח מה, the power of 

 so that he would ,חכמה Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Shlomo to choose  .מה

receive all the Brochos, as Hakodosh Boruch Hu told him, “ אתן ' מה'שאל 

 – ”כאשר דבר לו“  ”.מה“ Hakodosh Boruch Hu told him to choose – ”לך

The Posuk is telling us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave to Shlomo 

wisdom, “As He had told Shlomo to choose.”  This alluded to for the 

words “שאל מה” is the same Gematria as the name “שלמה” with the 

Kolel – Shlomo was told to choose wisdom in his best interest. 

“ – Terumah 166a – זוהר הקדוש  כי נר : פתח רבי יוסי ואמר

נר “  ”.כי נר מצוה ותורה אור“ It says in Mishlei 6:23 – ”מצוה ותורה אור

 All those who occupy themselves in this world with the Mitzvos – ”מצוה

of the Torah will be rewarded for each Mitzvah, one lamp to illuminate 

Olam Habah, for through each Mitzvah one is Mesaken the Malchus, 

which is called תורה אור“  .נר” – refers to one who occupies himself with 

Torah study.  He is Zoche to the אור עליון, the Divine light, whereby all of 

the נרות are kindled.  This means that through the Torah study one 
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draws out the light of the Torah in order to kindle and illuminate the 

Malchus, which is the נר.  A נר without אור, is nothing, and an אור, 

without a נר is nothing, for one needs the נר to keep the אור going.  

Therefore, praised is he who occupies himself with the Mitzvos of the 

Torah and creates נרות, and who also occupies himself with Torah study, 

so that the Malchus of Shomayim can be illuminated.   

 What is called – ”כי נר מצוה ותורה אור“ – 166a – זוהר הקדוש 

the “נר מצוה?” It is the נר, which is a Mitzvah that women are Zoche to 

kindle – it is the נר of Shabbos, which is the Sod of the Shechina upon 

which the women bring forth. Through נרות שבת, women create a great 

Tikun, and it demonstrates that the Shechina is with them all week.  (See 

Parshah Pshetl 2, Parshas Chayei Sarah, which discusses the נרות burning 

from Erev Shabbos till Erev Shabbos – continuity of Avodas Hashem and 

bringing the Shechina in).  Although women are not Zoche in Limud 

Hatorah, their husbands are Zoche to it.  The Limud Hatorah of the 

husbands is what kindles the נרות שבת.  The light of the Shabbos candles 

creates a Tikun, and Limud Hatorah creates that same Tikun, kindling the 

fire from Above.   

 The – ”ועשית מנרת זהב טהור“ 25:31 - שפתי כהן על התורה 

Torah mentions the Shulchan prior to the Menorah, for the Shulchan is 

the nourishment for the Guf, the body, and one cannot serve Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu without his nourished Guf.  If there is no Guf, there is no 

Neshama – first comes the Guf, and then to be Mekayeim Mitzvos, the 

Neshama comes.  The Menorah is a Remez to the Neshama, which 

illuminates the Guf.  “מנרת” is the same Gematria as “ 'נר הנשמה מ ” – 

referring to the מ' , forty, days in which the Torah was given.   

י שטייף"מהר   You shall make a Menorah – ”ממנה יהיו“ 25:31 – 

of pure gold, hammered out shall the Menorah be made – its base, its 

shaft, its cups, its knobs, and its blossoms shall be hammered – “from 

it.”  The Chasam Sofer says that one should not explain the words of the 

Torah based upon other wisdoms of the world, rather all of Torah should 

only be explained and understood through the Torah itself.  That is what 

the Posuk is teaching us here, that the “ציצים והפרחים” – all the various 

parts of the Menorah which correspond to Pilpul and Chiddush Hatorah, 

must all come from the Torah itself, and not from any outside sources. 

ככל אשר אני מראה אותך את תבנית המשכן “ 25:9 – בן איש חי 

 Like everything that I show you, the“ – ”ואת תבנית כל כליו וכן תעשו

form of the Mishkan and the form of all its vessels; and so shall you do.”  

Harav “Birchas Tov” says in the name of the Rikanti that Moshe 

Rabbeinu labored and built the Mishkan down here, while the Malach 

ט"מט  – who is חנוך, the head of Malachim, built the Mishkan Above.  As 

the Medrash in Bamidbar Rabbah 12:12 says that on the day that the 

Mishkan was built down here, it was also built Above.  This is the 

Kavanah of Hakodosh Boruch Hu calling the sanctuary, the משכן, for He 

took two letters from משה’s name, מש, and two from חנוך’s name, כן, 

and called it משכן.  The remaining letters of their names, ( חנוך –משה   – 

the ה from Moshe’s name, and the ח and ו from Chanoch’s name) spell 

 This is a Remez that the Mishkan was to be Mesaken the sin of  .חוה

Chavah, to purify Klal Yisroel from the impurity that was attached to 

Chavah through her sin.  The cause of the Mishkan being built Above 

was because it was built down here.  Moshe Rabbeinu is credited with 

building the Mishkan, which includes both the one down here and the 

one Above, for he was the cause for the one Above being built – as is 

Meramez from the כן from the משכן.  

 The Menorah – ”ועשית מנרת זהב טהור“ 25:31 - אור פני משה 

is a Remez to Torah, which is called אור, light.  The Posuk is Meramez 

that the Torah must be learned Lishma; it must be pure, just like the 

Menorah.   

ושמרתי את כל “ Haftorah Melachim 1:6:12,13 – חתם סופר 

ולא אעזוב את עמי ישראל , ושכנתי בתוך בני ישראל... מצותי ללכת בהם ” – 

“And observe all My commandments to follow them… I shall dwell 

among B’nei Yisroel, and I shall not forsake My people Yisroel.”  There is 

a Remez here that had Shlomo Hamelech’s wives not turned his heart 

away from Hashem, the Bais Hamikdash would have never been 

destroyed.  Menochos 44a – The Mitzvah of Tzitzis is to remind one to 

heed all of the Mitzvos of the Torah, as we see in a story where a man 

was saved from sin by his Tzitzis hitting him in the face.  Perhaps Shlomo 

Hamelech wore royal garments that did not need to have Tzitzis, and 

had he had Tzitzis he would not have failed, and sinned. “ ושמרתי את כל

 If one will have Tzitzis – he will heed all of the commandments – ”מצותי

of the Torah, then Hakodosh Boruch Hu will dwell among Klal Yisroel, 

and never forsake Yisroel.  

ח"ברכת הרי   – ”ונתת על השלחן לחם פנים לפני תמיד“ 25:30 – 

“And you shall place the Lechem Hapanim before Me, always.” Why 

specifically was the Lechem Hapanim to be before Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

 always?  The Chinuch says that all of the Mitzvos of the Torah have ,תמיד

their time and place, and they are not constant.  However, there are six 

Mitzvos which one is “always” obligated in, and one should not turn 

away from it even for one moment – all of the days of his life.  1 – To 

believe in Hashem.  2 – To believe in only Him.  3 – He is One. 4 – To 

Love Him.  5 – To fear Him.  6 – Not to follow after the desires of your 

heart and eyes.   The Guf is nourished with physical bread, and the bread 

that nourishes the Nefesh is Mitzvos, and the bread that nourishes the 

Ruach (a higher level of the soul) is the Torah.  Klal Yisroel is comprised 

of two groups, men and women.  There are some Mitzvos that only 

apply to men, while others apply to both men and women. Shemos 19:3 

 – ”ותגד לבני ישראל“ ;This refers to the women – ”כה תאמר לבית יעקב“

This refers to the men.  However, there are six constant Mitzvos, and the 

Remez to that is the six loaves of bread that must always be on 

Shulchan.  Even when one is being removed, the new one is to be 

simultaneously placed on the Shulchan so that it is always there, just like 

one must perform these Mitzvos at all times.  There are two groups of 

the six loaves, for one group is K’neged the women and one is K’neged 

the men.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the Posuk telling us that one 

should perform the Mitzvos so that Hakodosh Boruch Hu should dwell 

within Klal Yisroel, and not “leave.”  The Mishkan was not just a place for 

performance of Mitzvos, it was so much greater than that.  It was a place 

for one to cleave to Hakodosh Boruch Hu. When Moshe Rabbeinu built 

the Mishkan down here, there was one being built in Shomayim.  Klal 

Yisroel are to desire this deep rooted connection to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  There are all types of Mitzvos, and not all are performed by all of 

Klal Yisroel.  Limud Hatorah is a Mitzvah for men, though women have a 

part in it as well.  Aside from the Gemara telling us that they have a 

connection to it through their husbands and sons, they also have their 

direct connection of lighting the נרות שבת, which is illuminated by their 

husband’s Torah.  The primary purpose of the Mishkan and the Bais 

Hamikdash is to bring Hakodosh Boruch Hu into one’s heart, a place that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu should be at all times.  One must perform all of the 

Mitzvos of the Torah, and learn Torah as well.  However, these are 

Mitzvos which are not done every moment of one’s life.  There are six 

Mitzvos, known as the שש מצוות תמידיות, the six Mitzvos which one 

must constantly perform.  This is the goal of all the Mitzvos – to bring 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu into your hearts, so that He never leaves.  The 

Posuk is stressing that it is not enough to have Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

dwell within us, but He must never leave.  If we bring him within us, and 

always feel that connection to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, then He will in fact 

always be within us, and never leave us.  Although we are still not Zoche 

to have the Bais Hamikdash now, we can still bring Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

into our hearts.  May we be Zoche to truly make a home for Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu within our hearts for permanent residence – a place to 

remain all of the days of our lives.    


