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Yerucham Reich
ZEI GEZINT 

It  was a summer afternoon, and I was somewhere in Midtown 
Manhattan. A twenty year old Yeshiva and college student, 

it was not a common excursion for me. Perhaps that’s why I 
remember it so well. I was wearing a lightweight summer suit. 
A panhandler, a middle-aged Black man, stopped me-- maybe 
because I was wearing a suit -- and asked for a handout. It was 
his lucky day: I gave him a dollar. 

In parting, I wished him good health. He reacted with a 
puzzled look on his face. He hadn’t complained of being sick. 
Then he smiled broadly, with a look of friendly recognition. 
“l know!”, he said. “I used to work with Jewish people. I 
remember! That’s how they talk.  Zei gezunt!  Good health!”

Clearly, it was not, for him, in the context of usual 
conversation, or in the routine parting from someone, to do 
so with a blessing, or wishes of good health. Don’t get me 
wrong. He seemed like a pleasant, well-meaning fellow. This 
is a sociological observation. It was simply not what was done 
in his circles. 

And so I am reminded of Schenectady Avenue. When I 
was growing up in Crown Heights, there was a commercial 
strip of stores, many selling produce, for several blocks north 
and south of Eastern Parkway. The ladies would go there with 
their shopping wagons to see what metzias they could find. 

Tante Rivka had names for most of those merchants, 
although those names bore no relationship to their actual 
names, which I am sure she did not know. The names were 
more like titles, or descriptives.

Tante Rivka was no rube, but she did have a charming 
small town quality to her, having grown up in a small town 
in Poland. Thus, one of the fruit sellers was named “Der 
Rozivdiver” - not because he was from Rozivdiv. He was not. 
But he had a relative who had lived for a while in a village not 
too far from Rozivdiv, which was, in turn, not all that far from 
Rivka’s home town of Kolbesov.  And so that fruit merchant 
became, and remains for all eternity, “Der Rozivdiver”. 

It was on Schenectady Avenue, in those years of my 
childhood, that I became aware of something striking that 
was a routine part of the world I lived in, but which, on one 
occasion most fortunate for me, made clear to me how special 
and how precious that world and the society that peopled it, 
was. 

I witnessed a serious argument between two people about 
some business matter. They strenuously disagreed, and could 
come to no resolution. They were clearly very unhappy with 
each other. When there was no point to any further discussion, 
they parted company, one of the men clearly indicating to the 
other that he’d had it. It was the words he used in telling the 

other fellow, in effect, to get lost, that stuck me profoundly. 
“OK, gey gezinteheit.”  Go in good health. 
In that very Jewish world, even an argument that is not 

resolved well ends with a word of blessing for the person one 
is arguing with. 

Avraham Avinu, weakened and in pain from his recent 
bris milah, but unwilling to forgo the mitzvah of hachnossas 
orchim and the opportunities to build on that, sat in his tent in 
the heat of the day, looking for guests to serve, and behold, 
three “men” were standing before him. They were angels 
of God in human form. He welcomes them, offering them 
hospitality, food and drink. Please let me do this for you, he 
asks of them.  They accept: ken ta’aseh ka’asher dibarta, you 
will do as you have said.

Literally, that means they accept Avraham’s invitation. 
Yes, Avraham, you may prepare the food and drink, the festive 
meal, as you have said. 

The Midrash ( Raba) looks at their words literally: “So 
will you do (future tense), as you have said.” Ken ta’aseh. The 
Angels gave Avraham a bracha: May it be Hashem’s will that 
you make another se’udah, another festive meal, in the future, 
when a son (Yitzchak) is born to you. 

Avraham Avinu was so dedicated to chesed, to acts of 
kindness, that even on the most painful postoperative  day 
for this ninety-nine year old man, he persisted, on a day of 
uncommon, debilitating heat, looking out hopefully for 
someone to help. Chesed is the midah identified primarily 
with Avraham, the first Jew, who was its very personification. 
It is a midah passed down to his children for all generations. It 
is, in fact, an identifier for a Jew. We are told that a purported 
Jew who exhibits no trait of chesed may well be of suspicious 
lineage. We are taught, as well, that in the end, chesed will be 
the key to our final Redemption. 

One of the greatest rewards of possessing the midah of 
chesed is the very joy of performing acts of chesed, pronouncing 
words of chesed. Giving tzedaka is an act of chesed. Giving 
tzedaka accompanied by a kind word and showing a kind 
face is an infinitely greater act of chesed.  Speaking kindly to 
others, wishing them well, raising their spirits, blessing them 
with the good things we need in life, are all acts of chesed. 
This is not derived from logic; it is moreshes avos, a loving 
legacy from our forebears that is part of what defines us as a 
nation apart, Am S’gulah.

Avraham’s angelic visitors gave hm a bracha, and in so 
doing they also imbued him with the attribute, and the power, 
to confer brachos. And to this day, 3800 years later, we, his 
children, still are in the habit of giving each other brachos as 
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a routine part of our speech, in how we relate to and speak to 
each other, even in casual conversation, indeed, even when 
we are annoyed, squabbling over some business matter on 

Schenectady Avenue.
Yerucham Baruch Reich
Parashas Vayera 5777

Rabbi Elie Munk asks the following thought provoking 
question: Why does the Torah often dwell on the 

description of seemingly unimportant events in the lives 
of Biblical personages? He simply answers that the Torah 
wants to show us what their moral and religious attitudes 
were when they were confronted with their problems 
and conflicts which every one of us will eventually face. 
The Torah prefers to show us the living examples of the 
exemplary behavior of our Avos than to just write moral 
treatises or discussions of religious principles. Through this 
the Torah demonstrates a greater value in showing education 
as an active example than through verbal lessons on ethics.

In this week’s parsha we open with Avraham sitting at the 
entrance to Jewry’s tent to welcome and offer hospitality to 
all those who wished to enter into the covenant of Hashem. 
The pasuk tells us, Vayisa einav Vayaar shlosha anashim 
nitzavim alav, Vayaar Vayaratz L’krasam.- he lifted his eyes 
and  saw, and behold three men were standing by him, he 
saw, so he ran towards them. Many of the Meforshim ask: 
Why is the word -Vayaar- saw- stated twice in the pasuk?

The Medrash Rabbah answers that the “seeing” here 
was more than just a superficial glancing of the people in 
the desert. It represented Avraham’s innate perception of 
who these people inherently were. The Medrash relates that 
Avraham was looking at them, contemplating them, and 
weighing what he would do next. He saw them and said if 
he would perceive that the spirit of Hashem resides with 
them, then he would know that they were indeed people 
of a grand stature. He then said that if he would also see 
that they accorded honor to one another, if he saw that they 
respected the other, then he would know that they were 
proper and good people. He saw the Shechina reside by 
them and he also saw that they were good to each other, 
he saw both aspects of them and then he ran towards them. 
That is why the Torah states the word twice.

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz points out a powerful idea. 
This Medrash shows that a person could be a considered a 
Gadol, and he may even have the Shechina by him, yet, there 
could still be a doubt of whether he retains the qualities of 
a good, proper and gracious person. 

It was only when Avraham saw the courteousness, 
civility and cordiality from one to the other that he 
considered them to be credible enough to run to. 

Rav Chaim the marshals the Mishneh in Pirkei Avos 
(4,1) Ben Zoma omer, Eizehu Mechubad? Ben Zoma says, 
who is an honorable person? Hamechabeid es habriyos! 
One who honors and respects others.  The mark of a person 
is not if he is a Gadol BaTorah (although that in it of itself 
is a tremendous thing) nor does the Mishneh say that he 
is a respectable person if he were to be a tzaddik (also a 
wonderful thing to be).

 The focus, Rav Shmuelevitz writes, is whether he 
himself respects others, if he treats others properly, if he can 
bring himself to honor others. Then he is also considered a 
mechubad.

Yeshivas Chush is a school in Brooklyn which caters 
to learning disabled children. At one of their fund raising 
dinners one of the fathers of a chush child delivered a 
speech that would stay indelibly with those who were there.

He began with the words, “Where is the perfection of 
my son Shaya? Everything that Hashem does is done for 
perfection but my son can’t understand things as other kids 
do, he can’t remember facts and figures as other kids do. 
Where is the perfections.” 

The question was piercing, painful and silenced the 
audience. 

“I believe,” the father answered, “that when Hashem 
brings a child like my Shaya into the world, the perfection 
that he seeks is in the way people react to him.” 

He then told the following story: One Sunday afternoon 
Shaya and his father were walking in the baseball fields of 
Darchei Torah in Far Rockaway as some of the Darchei kids 
were playing ball. Shaya tugged at his father’s sleeve and 
asked, “Do you think you can get me into the game?”

Incredulous that it would happen, but wanting to let his 
son have a feeling of belonging, he tentatively approached 
the boys and asked them if his Shaya could play. One 
bewildered boy looked around and after taking matters into 
his own hand said, “our team is behind by 6 runs, we are 
already in the 8th inning. I guess he can be on our team....” 

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt | Rosh HaKollel 
HONORING YOURSELF BY HONORING OTHERS
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Shaya father was so proud, he directed Shaya to put on 
a glove and they placed him in deep deep right field. 

As the game went on and went into the bottom of the 
ninth inning, the winning lead of the other team slipped as 
Shaya’s team scored a few runs. Now they were only behind 
by 3 runs and the person who was supposed to be at bat was 
none other than Shaya. 

Not knowing how to even hold the bat his teammates 
showed him and then brought him up to the plate to bat. 
Shaya’s father nervously looked on as the pitcher moved in 
closer to lob the ball in to shaya. But the first pitch came and 
went and shaya missed widely. So one of Shaya teammates 
came to him and together they held the bat waiting for the 
next pitch. 

As the pitch came they swung and made feeble contact 
sending the ball straight to the pitcher ostensibly for an easy 
out. Instead the pitcher picked up the ball through it wildly 
over the first baseman’s head and screamed “run, shaya, 

run.” Never had Shaya ever run to first.
The first baseman took the cue and sent the ball over 

second and so the second baseman did to the third baseman. 
“Shaya, run to second, Shaya, run to third” they yelled and 
then finally “Shaya Run home, run home!” Ending in a 
grand slam that won the game, they lifted Shaya on their 
shoulders and carried him like a hero who won the game 
for his team. 

“That day”, the father said with tears rolling down 
his cheeks, “those eighteen boys reached their level of 
perfection. They showed that it is not only those who are 
talented who should gain recognition, but all of Hashem’s 
children deserved the honor and Kibud.  They recognized 
the importance of showing all people that they are important 
and have a place in this world. 

They were actively Mechabaid es Habriyos to the 
highest order and reached a sense of perfection on that 
day.

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt

Q: How big does the mitzvah of hachnasos orchim 
(receiving guests) rate amongst the other commandments?

A: While it’s difficult to gage which mitzvah is greater then 
another there is a certain formula that pertains to the concept 
of receiving guests. Specifically the Gemara in Shabbos1 
mentions different views as to how important it is, as:

•	 R’ Yochanon stated that receiving guests is equally as 
important to arriving early at the Bais Medresh

•	 Rav Dimi stated that having company is greater then 
going to the Bais Medresh and more pressing then 
learning Torah

•	 Rav Yehuda explained how providing accommodations 
is greater then receiving the Shechina

Q: How is it possible to be greater then learning and 
greeting Hakadosh Baruch Hu himself?

A: As is famously learned by Rashi on this weeks Parsha we 
see this from Avraham Avinu who put the visit of Hakadosh 
Baruch Hu on hold in order to tend to the visitors that were 
coming his way. As far as trumping over learning Torah it 
should be known that learning is understanding the intricacies 
of the shechina, whilst housing guests is bringing the shechina 

into you. 

Q: Does the mitzvah of hachnasos orchim have any 
halachic ramifications when it comes to other areas of 
Jewish law?

A: Although one is not permitted to have a non-Jew do any 
melacha for him on Shabbos2 (unless there are extenuating 
circumstances) one may ask a non-Jew to do something that 
would be prohibited for a Jew to do if it is for hachnasos 
orchim.3 For example, if one needs a blanket/pillow/provisions 
etc. brought from one domain to another one may employ a 
gentile to do so if the guest is in need of these items. The proof 
brought to this allowance is if the mitzvah of receiving guests 
pushes off going to learn in a Bais Medresh surely it can push 
off the Rabbinic issur of amira l’akum (having a non-Jew do 
melacha).

Q: Does hachnasos orchim ever come into play when 
dealing with kashrus?

A: The mitzva of hachnasos orchim has such value that it 
extends itself into that of other halachos involving feeding 
one’s guest. Specifically:

(1) that one is required to salt his meat for 24 hours4 
in order to remove the blood from it.5 In a situation 

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: HACHNASOS ORCHIM
R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel
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where one needs to serve meat to his guests quickly 
he may only salt it for 18 minutes.

(2) if one who is scrupulous to only eat Pas Yisroel (bread 
baked by a Jew) is sitting down to eat at a table where 
there is Pas Palter (bread that wasn’t baked by a Jew) 
and the guest is OK to eat the Pas Palter one may eat 
it with him so as to make him comfortable.6

(3) in a case where one has food in which he’s not sure if 
it had Terumos and Ma’aseros taken from it (d’mai) 
then one may serve it to a guest if no other food is 
available.7

Q: If one is on his way to a shiur and someone comes to 
visit how should he deal with the dilemma of balancing 
both mitzvos?

A: It should be understood that the mitzvah of Talmud Torah is 
greater then any other mitzvah. That being said if no one else 
can do the mitzvah of tending to the guest then he must do all 
he can to make him feel comfortable. This includes providing:

	food

	drink

	shelter

	place to sleep

	area to relax

	computer to work

or any other thing that is needed for the comfort of the visitor. 
If he is able to find someone else in the family to tend to the 
guest then he should obviously go to his shiur or learning 
seder.8 What should be made clear however is that many times 
this mitzvah cannot be done by someone else as the guest may 
feel most tended to when being taken care of by the person 
himself and not just a family member hence  passing on the 
buck may not be an option in that scenario.

Q: May someone miss Tefilah b’tzibbur to tend to a visitor?

A: In correlation to the above mentioned Gemara that 
providing for guests is greater then accepting the divine 
presence R’ Shlomo Zalmen Aurbauch zt’l held that surely one 
may daven alone if joining a minyan would mean neglecting a 
guest. Similarly if one actually misses the minyan because he 
was taking care of a visitor then he may daven two shemonai 
esrai’s by Mariv as he is not considered to be negligent which 
would not allow him to make up the Tefilah. Obviously if the 

guest is tended to and/or would prefer that the host takes care 
of his spiritual needs then by all means the host should do so. 

Q: Is hachnasos orchim only relevant to guests that one 
invites?

A: As is evident from the source of this Mitzvah the concept 
is applicable to almost anybody. As Avraham Avinu did not 
put aside the Shechina to tend to a Rosh Yeshiva, Av Bais 
Din or family member. Rather he ran, on the day of his most 
intense pain, to tend to three random idol worshippers who 
happened to be passing by. He clearly understood that they 
were not of righteous persuasion (at least what it seemed like 
to Avraham) but yet still went completely out of his way (in 
his desire to give them the most tender and choiciest piece of 
meat he slaughtered three separate cows in order to provide 
each one with an entire tongue of the animal) to make them 
comfortable. Therefore if one happens to chance upon:

	someone collecting charity 

	a pauper knocking on one’s door

	a repairman making a house call

	a neighbor he is not acquainted with

	a family member of a friend just sleeping over for a 
simcha

one would be required to provide the necessary accommodations 
that can be gleaned from our patriarch Avraham.

Q: Is giving food, drink and board the only way to do 
hachnosas orchim?

A: It is clear from the poskim that one can fulfill this mitzvah 
in a myriad of ways. If one:

	notices someone who needs a ride home from a 
simcha etc. and offers to take him home

	has a widow or divorcee on the block who although 
may not need the actual food or drink would 
nonetheless very much appreciate feeling useful and 
needed when a family invites them over

	is able to lift someone’s spirit by merely offering a 
listening ear to allow him to tell his story 

then he would in essence be giving the person the same amount 
of positive energy that actual food or drink would provide. 

Q: Is there specific component of this mitzvah that is 
greater then any other part?

R’ Heshy Kahan
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R’ Heshy Kahan

A: As it seems explicitly from the Rambam that even greater 
then the deed of hachnasos orchim is escorting one’s guest 
outside when they’re finished being received. While the Rama9 
mentions this to be walking one’s guest a mere 8 feet outside it 
is far more the psychological benefits that is being actualized 
when someone takes the extra time to accompany his visitor 
home. As it reveals in retrospect that the entire mitzvah of 
hachnasos orchim being done is not just for the sake of the 
mitzva and that now one is relieved of his obligation and 
get his “patur”. It rather gives the guest the feeling that he is 
deeply cared for and wanted. It is this feeling of belonging 
and having one’s presence being desired by another human 
being that is by far more valuable and worthy then any food 
or drink can ever provide. 

FOOTNOTES

1. 127a see also Shevuos 35b

2. There is a dispute amongst the Rishonim as to why the Rabba-

non enacted such a decree. The main three reasons given is ei-
ther 1) when having an intermediary do something for you it is 
as if one is doing it himself (shliach shel adam k’moso) 2) there 
is a verse in Yeshaya that prohibits talk of melacha (v’daber 
davar) 3) Shabbos will become light in one’s eye’s (shelo yihei 
Shabbos kal b’aineyhem). Either way merely asking a non-Jew 
to do melacha in Shabbos is a Rabbinic prohibition. Specifi-
cally if it is asking one to preform a Biblical prohibition.

3. O.C. 333:1

4. Y.D. 39

5. As one is biblically prohibited from eating the blood of an ani-
mal

6. M.B. 168:21

7. Mishneh Dimai 3:1

8. See Ahavas Chesed 3:1

9. Darchai Moshe C.M. 426 

WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

By the Torah delineating the behavior and conduct of our 
forefathers, we are able to survey the ethical guidelines 

to incorporate into our own lives. Yet, the study of ethics is  
a subject studied in so many different societies for centuries. 
The question we may consider is what about those from the 
secular world that promotes their understanding of ethics. Do 
we say that their insights are valueless and should totally be 
ignored?  Rabbi Asher Meir Shlita from the Business Ethics 
Center of Jerusalem poignantly asks “Does the Torah have a 
monopoly on morals?”

The answer is no. Societies throughout history have 
debated, concluded, and have made contributions on aspects 
of conduct and justice. Interestingly enough, we find that the 
Talmud (Kedushin 31a) tells the story of Damma ben Natina 
who was offered a huge amount of money for some precious 
stones. The issue was that the key to the safe which they were 
in was under his father’s pillow and when the offer was made, 
his father was sleeping. What was he to do? His response 
was that he refused to get the key and disturb his father’s 
sleep, even though he would be giving up such a lucrative 
sale. Rabbi Eliezer was asked, how far does the obligation to 
honor one’s parents extend? He said, go and see how the non-
Jew in Askelon, Damma ben Natina, treats his father.

Additionally, we see the Rambam (Moreh Nevuchim 
1:5) calls Aristotle the chief of all philosophers, citing him as 

an authority of sorts in the matter of ethics. So we find that 
different people and cultures can offer insights into what is 
deemed ethical. 

Does this mean that Jewish ethics and secular ethics are 
one in the same? How do we differentiate between the two?

Let us look at this week’s perasha where we observe an 
example of what is deemed ethical behavior to see if we can 
find an answer.

Avraham Avinu had just been circumcised. Thereafter 
the beginning verse of this week’s perasha states, “And 
Hashem appeared to Avraham in the Plains of Mamre…” 
(18:1). Rashi (1040-1105) cites the Talmud (Sotah 14a) 
which explains that this being the third day after Avraham’s 
circumcision, Hashem came to visit him to demonstrate the 
mitzvah of visiting the sick (bikur cholim).

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (1895-1986) explains that there 
are two primary reasons to perform the mitzvah of visiting 
the sick.  The first reason is to attend to the patient’s needs and 
the second is to pray for his recovery. So analyzing Hashem’s 
visitation of Avraham while he was recovering, we find that 
it does not fit either one of these criteria. Hashem doesn’t 
need to visit Avraham to cater to his needs; if He wanted He 
could remedy the whole situations by preventing him from 
feeling any pain to begin with. And Hashem does not pray to 
Himself for Avraham’s well being, since He is Hashem! So 
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why did Hashem come to visit Avraham if in reality there was 
no criteria for Him to do so?

Let us apply this question to another case mentioned 
in the Gemarah in order to clarify this issue.  The Talmud 
(Nedarim 40a) conveys that a student of Rabbi Akiva once 
got sick and none of the Rabbis came to visit him. The reason 
that they did not go was because they knew that he had many 
servants and intimated that all his needs would be catered to. 
They also reasoned that there was no reason to go to him in 
order to pray for his well being, they could pray for him from 
where they were instead. In spite of this logic Rabbi Akiva 
went to visit him anyway and what he found was astonishing. 
He found the house in disarray, the sick patient on the verge of 
death, and no one around to take responsibility. Immediately 
Rabbi Akiva sprang into action. He gave instruction to the 
staff and nursed his sick student back to health. When Rabbi 
Akiva came back to the Beit Midrash, he announced loudly, 
“Whoever does not visit the sick, it is as if he shed blood!”

The question though was why did Rabbi Akiva visit his 
student despite the sound logic of his contemporaries for not 
visiting him? What conclusion did he come to that will help 
elucidate for us a proper outlook on the events?

The answer is that in reality Rabbi Akiva saw no real 
need to make the visit for his student. The reason why he did 
so was to fulfill the Torah’s commandment of doing so. Rabbi 
Akiva was only looking to follow Hashem actions described 
in this week’s perasha and in doing so he saved his youth 
student’s life.

The answer then to our prior question of why Hashem 
visited Avraham when there was no need for Hashem to do 

so is to teach each of us a lesson which applies to all the 
mitzvot. The real reason of why we should be doing them 
is not because they make sense but because it is fulfilling 
Hashem’s will. It is only peripherally that one would consider 
the logic and benefit that comes into play. Even though we are 
sometimes given reasons to explain the mitzvot, nonetheless 
we are expected to perform them solely because Hashem said 
so.

The most important distinction that can be made is that 
secular ethicist has an anchor in a temporal truth. Its arguments 
may even be shifted in light of attitude and changing times.  
But, more importantly even if there are some perpetual truths 
that can be discovered, their basis is rooted in syllogistically 
making determinations via their own understanding of that 
which is ethical. Additionally, even if they surmise that a 
certain type of behavior is ethical, it may just be intellectual 
recreation, there is no assurance that this behavior will be 
promoted.

The Torah has eternal building blocks with a bigger 
picture to consider. The Torah is not about ethics alone; it 
is about connecting and drawing near to G-d. A Jew will 
constantly look to connect himself to Hashem in every aspect 
of his life. It could be from his basic interaction with others to 
the questions of dealing with personal tribulations. As it states 
it Tehillim (16:8) “I have set Hashem before me always.” For 
the Jew, the objective is to be holy. The way we do that is 
by studying Hashem’s ways. Our ethical truth is not defined 
by logic alone; it is much deeper and grandiose. It has its 
basis rooted in being able to emulate our Creator, promoting 
a mode of conduct which defines our very existence. 

R’ Boroch Yechiel Schreiber
PARSHAS VAYEIRA; ALL FOR OUR KIDS

Hashem expressed his love for Avrohom by proclaiming 
“Ki Yidativ lima’an asher yitzave es banav … 

vishamru derech Hashem.” Rashi explains that Hashem told 
Avrohom He loves Avrohom because Avrohom commands 
and teaches his children and household members to go in 
the way of Hashem.  

The Chasam Sofer learns from this a tremendous lesson 
about teaching and educating our children. 

Avrohom was a Navi. Presumably he should have 
reached at least the level of prophecy the great prophets 
Yishaya or Yirmiah reached. Why then it is that Avrohom 
didn't know what was about to happen to the city Sedom. 
Why did Hashem have to specifically tell Avrohom that 

Sedom was about to be destroyed. Shouldn't he have known 
this on his own, similar to all the prophets who knew what 
was going to happen in their day. 

The answer, says the Chasam Sofer, is because Avrohom 
had his children and household to tend to and to teach. For 
him to teach and show his children the ways of Hashem, 
Avrohom was compelled to give up of his own personal 
spiritual growth and had to lower himself to the level of 
his children so that they may grow and go in the way of 
Hashem. 

When Hashem saw the self-sacrifice Avrohom had 
to bring up his children properly, Hashem immediately 
revealed to Avrohom His plans to destroy Sedom. 

R’ Aharon Finkelstein
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At the start of the parsha we are taught about the story how 
Avrohom our forefather is involved in chessed, kindness. 

The story we all know about how it was the third day following 
his bris milah procedure and he is anxiously awaiting passersby 
to grace them with his kindness. And the story goes on.

We have all been taught that the birth of our nation was by 
our three forefathers. Although they were one unit known as 
the אבות, they each had their own way of serving Hashem. The 
method of serving Hashem that Avrohom used was through the 
trait of chessed. Yitzchok served Hashem with the dominating 
trait of fear. The approach that Yaakov utilized to serve Hashem 
was the harmonious blend of the kindness his grandfather 
mastered and the fear his father lived with.

The involvement Avrohom had with chessed wasn’t simply 
because he felt it was a pleasant way to enjoy life while at the 
same time benefiting society. His life’s and national legacy of 
kindness is more profound then that. The pasuk says עולם חסד' 
 .the actual creation of the world was inherently kindness יבנה'
Avrohom, when thinking through the existence of the world 
came to the conclusion that the existence of the universe wasn’t 
an evolvement but rather the product of a master designer with a 
master plan. Being that the creation was a product of Hashem’s 
trait of kindness, the recognition that Avrohom had come to 
was much the same, understanding that the conduit of creation 
was Gods kindness. While all the traits of Hashem are utilized 
to carry out the functions of the world, the only trait utilized 

R’ Boruch Yechiel  Schreiber

As the Chasam Sofer explains; Avrohom didn't lose out 
because of his self sacrifice. True he spent less time on his 
own spiritual growth, but in the end he was gifted those 
levels of greatness he would have reached had he not been 
busy teaching his children. 

This is a tremendous lesson for us. It takes patience and 
discipline to stop doing whatever we are doing for our own 
personal needs and satisfaction, and focus on the needs of 
those in our care.  But ultimately this is what we need to 
do. And furthermore, we learn from here that at the end we 
won’t lose out. 

It is told of both the Brisker Rov and the previous 
Skvere Rebbi that they would get down on the floor and play 
with their young daughters. This was during an era in each 
of their respective communities where the neighborhood 
children were not necessarily the right friends they wanted 
as an influence to their children. So they put aside their 
precious time and lowered themselves to playing board 
games or dolls with their little kids. 

In a similar vein we find that woman are absolved from 
any Mitzva shehazman grama. This means any Mitzva 
which needs to be completed by a certain time, woman are 
not obligated to do. The Abarbinel says the reason for this 
is because woman and particularly mothers, need to tend to 
their children based on the children’s schedule. Therefore 
when in a conflict, the Torah says rather give up the Mitzvah 
and take care of the child's need. 

Again we find this idea that sometimes personal growth 
is not from doing the actual Mitzva but rather by putting 
aside the Mitzva and tending to our kids needs whether 
spiritual or physical. 

The Ksav Sofer makes an astounding insight. Avrohom, 
Yitzchok and Yaakov all had their children at an old age. 
The reason, says the Ksav Sofer, is because they had a role 
to play as

being the leader and the mentor of their generation. Had 
they had their children young, they would not have been 
able to lead the world without compromising their time with 
their children. Hashem didn’t want this to happen. While 
their role was to be trailblazers and to make an awareness 
of Hashem to the people of the world, this should not come 
at the expense of their own children who were given to them 
to care and to educate. So Hashem orchestrated events in 
a way that their children were born later in life, so they 
would have time to do their work teaching the world with 
compromising their children’s needs. 

Of course this applies specifically to the Avos 
Hakdoshim, who were tasked with a special mission of 
creating an awareness of Hashem and of leading the world. 
For us, even while we tend to our own children, we need to 
make the time to help others and to educate people. Indeed 
Rav Moshe Feinstein ZTL writes, that we are obligated to 
contribute 10% of our time to help others similar to the 
obligation of giving 10% of our profits to charity. 

At the same time thoug, we must always stay focused 
on our primary mission which is to take care of our children 
and those in our care, to go in the way of Hashem. This 
was the number one reason Avrohom earned the love of 
Hashem. And we are guaranteed not to lose any personal 
gain, from helping others. 

Helping others succeed especially our children is the 
best recipe for helping yourself. 

R’ Chaim Yosef Lomner   Chaver HaKollel
CHESSED
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to actually create the world was kindness. Since this was the 
case he perceived that living a life of kindness was the ultimate 
fashion to follow in the ‘footsteps’ of Hashem (thereby fulfilling 
the dictum 'והלכת בדרכיו'). (This will be the case as well here that 
although as a person, Avrohom will conduct himself with all the 
proper middos-character traits, the trait that will develop him 
into the man that he was will be kindness [this happens to hold 
true with all of us as well]).

 This idea of 'עולם חסד יבנה' that the world was created with 
kindness, has meanings on more than one dimension. By the 
fact that Hashem created the world and all that is contained 
within it definitely provides us with an enjoyable and pleasant 
atmosphere and environment to live in and appreciate. There 
is though another level of chessed that Hashem was gracing 
us with by creating the world, which is actually the primary 
reason for the world’s existence. By creating the world with its 
inhabitants we now exist and are provided with the opportunity to 
experience the greatest possible enjoyment. That being, basking 
in His presence and granted a connection with Hashem the only 
possible perfect pleasure for He is the only perfect being. This 
is accomplished by adhering to the Torah and Mitzvos set forth 
within it, thereby transforming ourselves from simply physical 
beings into beings that are actually compatible with the exalted 
existence of The Holy One, Hashem. 

While we are discussing the topic of chessed there is another 
significant point to mention. The scientific explanation of colors 
is as follows. When a color is projected off a surface, what is 
actually happening is that all the colors are being transmitted 
there with the light that is present, the object is in reality accepting 
them all while the color which is being projected outwardly is 
the only one which is not penetrating the surface rather being 
reflected and denied entry. We are taught that the nature of the 
color white is that it doesn’t receive any of the colors extended 
its way rather projects it all back. Nothing in nature is by chance 
and as we mentioned earlier this world was created by a master 
designer, there is meaning behind all the arrangements here on 
earth. The reason why Hashem made it that milk is the color 
white is because there is the quintessence of chessed where the 
mother provides her young with its sustenance giving it life 
while she receives nothing for it in return. This is also the reason 
why the Torah requires that the clothing of the Kohanim is to be 
white for they with their service in the Bais Hamikdash assist 
us all in fulfilling our duties and obligations with nothing in 
return, thus the color is in essence representing the nature of the 
Kohanim and the special Avodah they are involved in.

 May we merit to appreciate what we have inherited from 
our forefather Avrohom.  May we as well understand the intrinsic 
qualities of kindness and live our lives in accordance. 

Wishing to demonstrate that He is pleased with 
Avrohom for fulfilling the mitzvah of milah, Hashem 

appears to Avraham for the sole purpose of being mevaker 
choleh. The pasuk then tells us: Avrohom lifted his eyes and 
he saw three men... and he saw and he ran towards them... 
Why does the Torah write and he saw twice? What is the 
implication of the second and he saw? 

Chazal learn from the fact that Avrohom left Hashem’s 
presence in order to be machnis orach that hachnosas orchim 
is greater than kabalas pnei HaShecinah. But how Avrohom 
knew this. True, we learn it from him, but from where did he 
learn it?

The Alter fun Kelm [Chochma U’Mussar #168] points 
out the following: Avrohom is 99 years old. He is recuperating 
from surgery and is in tremendous pain. Hashem goes so 
far to make it extremely hot, so that Avrohom should not 
be bothered with guests. Yet, the pain that Avrohom has is 

overshadowed by the fact that he does not have guests. That 
pains him even more. Now, Hashem is mevaker choleh. 
Perhaps, that would alleviate his pain, but that is still 
insufficient. Avrohom is not satisfied until Hashem sends 
him three guests, to whom he runs and serves, seemingly 
oblivious to all his pain. Avrohom, the pillar of chesed, went 
to great lengths to perform chesed. Yet, the Torah tells us that 
after Yitzchak’s birth, Sarah recommended that Yishmael 
be thrown out along with Hagar. Hashem tells Avrohom 
“Listen to whatever Sarah tells you.”  What exactly did 
Sarah see Yishmael doing? Says R’ Akiva: He transgressed 
the three cardinal sins. R’ Shimon bar Yochai says that this 
is impossible. We just learned that Hashem loves Avrohom 
because of the great chinuch he instills in his children. How 
can we even entertain the thought that while living with 
Avrohom, Yishmael would act so sinfully? R’ Shimon bar 
Yochai therefore argues that when Yitzchak was born, all 

R’ Chaim Yosef Lomner

PARSHAS VAYEIRA
Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
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R’  Avraham Greenwald

proclaimed that he is the spiritual heir of Avrohom. Yishmael 
made it known that he disagrees, and as the oldest it is he who 
will inherit Avrohom. This definitely does not seem as severe 
as transgressing terrible sins. Yet, Avrohom listens to Sarah 
and throws Hagar and Yishmael out with just the clothes 
that were on their back. He does not give them a camel. He 
merely gives them some bread and water and tells them it is 
time to go. Furthermore, the pasuk says that Avrohom woke 
up early to do this - he was a zariz. This is incredible! Sure, 
it has to be done, but what is the rush to do what seems like 
an act of cruelty? Even stranger is the fact that, as Ramban 
points out, Yishmael was already now very sick. Hagar had 
to carry him. How could the pillar of chesed be so cruel? At 
the very least, wait until he is better - or give them proper 
supplies!

[Indeed, on account of this act, which seemed so cruel 
to Avimelech, Avimelech got nervous. The Torah prefaces 
the peace treaty between Avrohom and Avimelech, with 
the words and it was in that time. To what specific time is 
the Torah referring to? Meshech Chochma explains: Up to 
this point, Avimelech was confident that there would be no 
backlash from Avrohom for what he had done with Sarah. He 
said to himself “Look, I am dealing with the amud hachessed 
- he davened for me - he forgave me - I have nothing to worry 
about.” However, when the headlines screamed GREAT 
CHESED RABBI THROWS WIFE AND CHILD OUT, he 
got nervous. Perhaps, he said, I should not be so confident. I 
see that Avrohom is not as nice as I thought. He can be cruel. 
It was at that time that he decided to make a peace treaty.]

The Alter fun Kelm explains that we see from here an 
amazing thing. Avrohom was not just “a nice guy.” Rather, 
his acts of chesed were rooted in his wish to emulate Hashem. 
He recognized his Creator and wished to emulate Him. When 

he is in pain, but there is a chance to emulate Hashem and 
do His will, Avrohom will go to great lengths to do so. But, 
if the will of Hashem is to he do what seems as an act of 
cruelty, he does so as well. There are no contradictions when 
one’s every action is based on Hashem’s will.

R’ Nosson Adler [Toras Emes] explains that Avrohom 
worked on doing every action based on Hashem’s will to the 
point that his body was so attuned to Hashem’s will that his 
limbs almost automatically ran to do the will of Hashem. In 
fact, if it was not the will of Hashem, Avrohom would find 
himself sluggish. Avrohom is sitting with Hashem when he 
sees three guests coming his way. He is in a quandary. Does 
he stay with Hashem or go greet his guests. How to decide? 
The pasuk therefore says: He saw [a second time] that he was 
running, and so he understood that this is what Hashem wants, 
for if not, his limbs would be heavy, as we explained. That, 
says R’ Nosson Adler, is how Avrohom knew that greeting 
his guests takes precedence over kabalas pnei HaShechinah 
- His body was so attuned to Hashem’s will - Hashem’s will 
was the driving force behind his every action  - so that when 
he found himself running, he knew it was right! 

The opposite idea is found at the end of the Parsha. 
Avrohom sent out his hand to take the knife. Why doesn’t the 
pasuk merely say that he took the knife? What does it mean 
that he sent out his hand? Says R’ Nosson Adler: Although 
Avrohom thought he was supposed to slaughter Yitzchak, the 
truth was that Hashem did not want Avrohom to slaughter 
Yitzchak [but just to bring him up]. Thus, his hand did not 
respond to the command. He felt sluggish - not because he 
did not want to do it - but because his hand instinctively 
knew that it was wrong. He therefore, had to send out his 
hand to take the knife - he made a concerted effort to follow 
what he thought was Hashem’s will. 



12 

A PROJECT BY THE MANHATTAN BEACH COMMUNITY KOLLEL

If You Would Like To Subscribe To The Weekly "Shtieble" Please Email Mbkollel@aol.com  - To Dedicate An Issue Please Call 917-312-0951

83R D  A N N U A L  D I N N E R
Ner Yisroel: Building Individuals. Communities. Klal Yisroel.

C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R M E N

BALTIMORE: 
Mr. Doni Greenwald 

Mr. Shloime Grunhut 
Mr. Shimon Marciano 

Mr. Eliezer Portnoy 
Mr. Chaim Rosenberg

BROOKLYN: 
Rabbi Akiva Eisenstadt 
Mr. Samuel Reichmann

CANADA: 
Mr. Avromi Abish

Mr. Menachem Brown
Mr. Mayer Kern

CENTRAL EAST:
Mr. David Farkas

Dr. Yeshaya Lempel
Mr. Fishel Singer 

FIVE TOWNS: 
Dr. Akiva Bergman
Mr. Meir Lewittes

LAKEWOOD:
Mr. Yehoshua Michaeli

 Dr. Avi Safer

MID-ATLANTIC:
Rabbi Ozzie Burnham

Dr. Ari Weintraub

MIDWEST: 
Mr. Dovi Grinblatt

Rabbi Shaya Mintz
Rabbi Yaakov Robinson

MONSEY: 
Mr. Akiva Feinsod
Mr. Shlomo Stern

 

NEW YORK CITY: 
Mr. Yakov Neuman
Mr. Dovid Wassner  
Mr. Shmuel Winiarz

NORTHEAST:
Rabbi Dovid Schwartz

Rabbi Zvi Solomon

PASSAIC: 
Mr. Sholom Kagan
Mr. Shlomo Mayer

SOUTHEAST: 
Dr. Aaron Feldman
Rabbi Moshe Matz

SOUTHWEST: 
Rabbi Yerachmiel Garfield
Rabbi Yoni Sonnenblick

WEST COAST: 
Mr. Ari Majer

Rabbi Avi Stewart 

C H A I R M E N
Mr. Daniel Kirshenbaum

National Chairman 
Mr. Adam Mirzoeff

National Chairman

Mr. Yaakov Feinstein
Dinner Chairman

Mr. Mordechai Gottlieb
Dinner Chairman

 

Mr. Avi Greenlinger 
Journal Chairman

Rabbi & Rebbetzin 
Eytan Feiner
Far Rockaway, NY |  Talmid: 1991-1999
RABBINIC LEADERSHIP AWARD

Rabbi & Mrs. 
Abba Cohen
Baltimore, MD |  Talmid: 1970-1979
NATIONAL COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP AWARD

Mr. & Mrs. 
Jacob Slone
Baltimore, MD |  Talmid: 2007-2015
YOUNG LEADERSHIP AWARD

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Zev Goldfeder
Talmid: 1959-1967  
Mr. & Mrs. Mordechai Kutoff
Talmid: 1967-1971 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Kutoff  
Mr. & Mrs. Maier Kutoff 
And Their children
Talmid: 1977-1990

THE RABBI NAFTOLI NEUBERGER 
MACHZIKEI TORAH AWARD

st
ai

m
an

de
sig

n.
co

m
 

st
ai

m
an

de
sig

n.
co

m
 

st
ai

m
an

de
sig

n.
co

m
 

st
ai

m
an

de
sig

n.
co

m
 

st
ai

m
an

de
sig

n.
co

m
 

For more information Call: 410.484.7200 x6087 • dinner.nirc.edu • email: dinner@nirc.edu

Family of  
Reb Label ז”ל & 
Mrs. Bertha ‘שתחי 
Kutoff
Minneapolis, MN

SHABBOS-SUNDAY, DEC. 9-11 • י׳-י׳׳א כסלו
Shabbos Chizuk & Yarchei Kallah 

For schedule and details visit 
dinner.nirc.edu

SUNDAY, DEC. 11 • י׳׳א כסלו
Reception: 5:00 PM • Dinner: 6:30 PM

Hilton Baltimore Inner Harbor 
401 West Pratt Street • Baltimore


