
 

  - 1 - 

 
 

 

(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Balak 5777 

            Simchas Ha’Torah  

The sixth chapter of Avos lists the forty-eight ways to 

acquire Torah. Two of these ways are “b’Simchah” and 

“Ha’Sameach b’Chelko.” “B’Simchah” means that one 

should learn Torah with happiness, as Torah naturally makes 

one happy. “Ha’Sameach b’Chelko” means that one should be 

happy with his portion in Torah learning, and with his future 

objectives in Torah learning.                                                      

We have previously noted that the first twenty-four ways 

begin with the letter Beis, as in “b’Simchah” and “b’Yirah,” 

while the last twenty four start with the letter Heh, as in 

“Ha’Sameach b’Chelko” and “Ha’Makir Es Mekomo.”                             

The (commentary) Medrash Shmuel, explains that the first 

twenty four ways, refer to how a person should be while he is 

learning Torah. The second twenty four refer to how a person 

should feel and act in general, even when he is not learning.             

Accordingly, “b’Simchah” refers to being happy while 

learning, which is accomplished by being interested in 

learning. When a person learns in the manner that he enjoys 

learning, he will certainly be interested and happy while he is 

learning. Generally, when people learn in a clear and simple 

manner, they are happy with their learning. If a person tries to 

learn in-depth on a level that is beyond his capabilities, 

causing him to be unable to comprehend what he is learning, 

he will be very frustrated with his learning.    

However, there is a spiritual level of happiness with 

learning, that comes from knowing the great importance of 

Torah learning. When a person learns Torah, the Shechinah 

is with him, and sanctifies him with the holiness of Torah. 

This is as the Mishnah in Avos (6:3) states, that if ten people 

are learning Torah, the Shechinah is with them. The Mishnah 

continues to say that even if five people, or even one person is 

learning Torah, the Shechinah is with them (on a certain 

level). When a person realizes that he is being sanctified by 

his Torah learning, and he appreciates holiness, he will be 

elated that he is becoming holier when he learns Torah.  

The simple understanding of being happy when learning, is 

to learn in a manner that suits him, while being curious to 

understand what he is learning. This will result in his learning 

becoming very sweet. 

The Passuk in Tehilim (19:9) states, “Pikudei Hashem 

Yesharim Mesamchei Lev.” This implies that the words of 

Torah learning make one happy after he has finished learning.  

In truth, there are three stages of happiness in Torah 

learning. The first is to be excited to start learning before one 

starts learning, the second is to enjoy learning during your 

learning, and the third is to be happy with your portion in 

Torah learning after your learning.                            

   Honor, and Feeling Important 
Another one of the attributes that a person must have in 

order to acquire Torah is “Distancing oneself from honor.” 

One must distance themselves from honor, despite the fact 

that human nature is to want honor.   

I know someone who did not like to go to places where he 

was honored. This was not because of his great righteousness, 

but rather because he simply felt uncomfortable being 

honored.    

 It is good for a person to be on the level that he has this 

feeling. Honor should bother a person, as he should feel that 

he does not deserve honor. This is a very great level, and there 

are not many people who feel this way.      

The attribute of “Distancing oneself from honor” is 

required in order to acquire Torah, even if a person does like 
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honor. When a person likes honor, it causes him to become 

haughty, and lack humility, as he starts to feel that this is a 

sign that he is a very important person.   

 The nature of people, is that they like to know what people 

think of them, as they would like to be considered important 

in the eyes of the general public. However, not everyone 

thinks in this manner. My father zt”l learned by Rav Baruch 

Ber zt”l, and was one of the top boys in his Yeshivah. 

However, it is clear from the following story that he never 

considered what his status was in the Yeshivah. Once a man 

who also used to be in the Yeshivah approached my father, 

long after he left the Yeshivah, and told him that he was 

known as one of the top boys in the Yeshivah. My father 

asked him, “Why did you have to tell me this?” He did not 

want to know this, as it only gave him a Nisayon of 

haughtiness! This was the great level of my father! He did 

not even want to know that he was known as a top boy in 

the Yeshivah long after he had learned there!       

This is as the Gemara in Sanhedrin (7b) relates regarding 

Rav, who was the Gadol Ha’Dor, and was therefore often 

escorted by throngs of his students. He would say Pesukim at 

these times that reminded him to be humble. Rashi there 

explains that this was in order that he should not become 

haughty. This does not mean that he was going to actually 

become a Ba’al Ga’avah. It just means that he did not want to 

taint his elevated level of humility with even a small amount 

of haughtiness.     

              Thoughts Can Destroy   
Unfortunately, there are many people who have grandiose 

plans when it comes to finishing Mesechtos or 

accomplishment in Torah learning. However, they often fall 

short of these goals, and become extremely depressed. 

 They do not realize that a person must learn Torah without 

grandiose plans. This is as the Gemara in Sanhedrin (26b) 

states, that thought helps even for words of Torah. Rashi there 

explains that this means that when a person thinks that he will 

end up accomplishing this and that, it helps to ensure that 

these goals will not come to fruition! The Gemara says that 

this is even regarding words of Torah. Rashi continues that 

this applies to a person who thinks that he will finish a certain 

amount of Mesechtos by a certain date. 

It appears that the explanation for why this is true can be 

found in the Sefer Toldos Eliyahu (regarding the Gaon Rav 

Eliyahu Ruglar zt”l). It states that if a person thinks about it. 

he will find that even if he did have a plan that worked out 

well, it did not work out the way he wanted it to work out. 

Rather, it worked out in other ways that he never fathomed 

when he planned his goal. This is in order to teach people that 

their thoughts are nothing. Only Hashem plans the steps of 

people, and He decides how things will unfold! 

In other words, Hashem teaches us that despite our 

grandiose plans, whether regarding physicality or 

spirituality, it is only He, Who determines if things will 

work out, and, if they do, how they will work out. This is 

why it is common that these things do not work out in the 

fashion we envisioned, but rather in a different way 

entirely. 

One therefore must learn Torah out of love for Torah, 

without any grandiose plans. However, this is only referring 

to plans that are very difficult to accomplish without 

tremendous effort. If it is a simple plan, such as learning a 

small amount of Mishnah Berurah or an Amud of Gemara 

everyday, it can easily be accomplished.  

Sometimes, there are boys in Yeshivah who plan on 

becoming great Balei Svara. They think that if they learn in-

depth for long amounts of time. they will turn into the biggest 

Lamdan in the Yeshivah, and they will then become 

respected. Even if they do not have respect as their goal, and 

truly have intent for the sake of Heaven to become a Torah 

great, if they see that they are not becoming outstanding 

within a short amount of time, they will start to worry that 

they will never be an accomplished Talmid Chacham.  

This is all the work of the Yetzer Hara! One must learn 

with love for Torah, with sweetness and interest, and 

according to his capabilities. If he does so, he will eventually 

become a person who is fluent in Shas, and has a good 

understanding of whatever he is learning. 
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Of course, one must ensure that he is using his time wisely. 

He must not be lazy and want to sleep all day, or speak 

mundane speech with his friends for extended periods of time. 

These are very bad habits. The way to break them, is by 

learning what the Sifrei Mussar say regarding the serious sin 

of Bitul Torah. 

The Gemara in Yoma (38b) states, that if one comes to 

become purified, he is helped. If a person does what he can, in 

a calm and collected manner, without nervousness and 

grandiose plans, Hashem will help him succeed. Everyone can 

succeed in Torah, Yiras Shamayim, Middos Tovos, and in all 

positive spiritual attributes. One of the forty-eight ways that 

the Torah is acquired is “b’Yishuv.” This refers to having a 

settled mind. Generally, if a person learns Mussar calmly, he 

can greatly improve himself in every single area of 

spirituality.  

A Collection of the Rosh Yeshivah’s 
Messages For Boys Being Tested to Enter 
Yeshivah Gedolah 

There are many mistakes that are made by well meaning 

people who are trying to be accepted into the Yeshivah 

Gedolah of their choice. The father, Rabbeim, and students all 

want to see success in learning, resulting from their choice of 

Yeshivah. However, many mistakes are being made along the 

way.           

For example, it is a common mistake for a student to want 

to enter a Yeshivah for very advanced learners, even though 

he is not on this level. The Yeshivah does not want to accept 

him because they are acutely aware that he will have to work 

very hard, and still probably fall short of the norm. Even so, 

this boy, and often his parents and Rabbeim, will try to get 

him into this Yeshivah.         

Generally, a boy in this situation will not succeed in 

learning. He will very possibly try hard and fall short, 

which will just lead him to put more pressure on himself. 

This in turn will lead him to becoming very nervous and 

tense, hence impeding his success in learning.      

There are many Yeshivos that are not known as “big 

names” but the level of Torah learning there is very good 

indeed. Perhaps the average boy is not as smart and talented 

as the more advanced Yeshivos, but a boy who has above 

average abilities can become a very good learner in such a 

place. This will give him encouragement in his learning, and 

lead him to happiness and success. He will feel a purpose in 

his life. The fact that he clearly has a good status amongst the 

boys, will make him push himself to keep this status, and his 

learning, at a high level. 

Some people think that if they become a top boy at an 

above average Yeshivah (instead of a Yeshivah for gifted 

students) that they will be challenged enough, and will 

therefore lose out on learning according to their capabilities. 

In fact, the opposite is correct. His status and leadership in 

learning will drive him to constantly improve his level of 

learning. This is a well known fact.                   

.             ******************         

Another mistake that people make, is to insist that they 

go to a Yeshivah with a “big name,” and one that has a 

very large number of boys. This is a mistake. Usually this 

stems from the Yetzer Hara of Kavod. Who cares how 

many boys are in a Yeshivah, and what type of name it 

has? The main point is whether this Yeshivah is a place 

where this boy will succeed in Torah learning!  

I remember when Yeshivah Ponevezh opened in winter 

Zman of 5704 with six students (two of them being the Rosh 

Yeshivah and his brother, R’ Yaakov zt”l). The following 

summer Zman we had eighteen students, and the next winter 

we had forty students. Everyone learned very diligently, and 

many Gedolei Torah came from those years (despite the fact 

that there were only up to forty students in the Yeshivah). 

I am aware of many small Yeshivos today where the boys 

are learning tremendously, and growing in all areas of 

spirituality at a very fast pace. They are gathering Torah 

knowledge, and working on developing themselves into Bnei 

Torah. They are calm, they love Torah and Tefilah, and are 

very happy people. However, some people do not agree to go 

to these Yeshivos, because they are small Yeshivos that do 

not have a big name. This is due to the bribe of Kavod that is 

affecting these people.           
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         ********************************* 

Another common reason that boys do not want to go to 

smaller Yeshivos, is because they believe they will lose their 

good name, and get a less distinguished Shidduch.  

This entire idea is rooted in error. A person’s success is 

determined by Hashem. When a person or Yeshivah has a 

good name, it is not they who give the good name, it is 

Hashem! Success is dependent on each person’s merits. If 

one has merits, he will have a good name and he will 

succeed! If he does not have merits, he will not have a 

good name and will not succeed! 

Publicity also does not help. Some people think they will 

succeed due to publicity, but this does not work, as success is 

dependent on merits alone! There is no other way to success! 

Shidduchim are not dependent on one’s good name, but 

rather on their merits. The Gemara in Moed Katan (18b) 

discusses the Passuk that states, “a woman is given to a man 

by Hashem.” This indicates that Hashem calculates the good 

deeds of a person, and determines which woman should marry 

him. If a person has merits, he will merit marrying a righteous 

woman. If he does not have merits, all efforts to pursue a 

better Shidduch than he deserves, will be fruitless. The only 

true effort he can make is to repent, and thereby add merit, 

entitling him to a better Shidduch. If he does not repent, this 

will certainly not happen, no matter what he does to try and 

secure a righteous bride. 

  ****************************** 

Many people do not get accepted to the Yeshivah of their 

choice, and this causes them great pain. It also causes their 

parents great pain. While this pain stems from their love for 

Torah, they must realize that everything that happens is from 

Hashem! Hashem does what is best for a person (see 

Berachos 60b), and therefore this must be what is best for 

him.  

Usually, when people are stubborn, and they try to push 

themselves into places where they were rejected, they will 

lose out from this pushiness. One of the Rosh Yeshivos of a 

Yeshivah Ketanah indeed told me that in his experience, when 

boys push themselves into places where they were not 

accepted, they do not end up succeeding in these places.  

The rule is that wherever a person ends up (after following 

due process to be accepted to the best place for him to 

succeed), it is best for him. In life in general, Hashem puts us 

into situations, both physical and spiritual, that are ultimately 

for our best, whether we realize it or not. One can try to get 

accepted into a Yeshivah of his choice, but he should not put 

undue pressure on the Yeshivah in order for this to happen.             

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

                 

                                                    
 

            

For donations or dedications of the Hebrew and English flyers, or to receive the sichos to your email, please 
contact: darkei.hachizuk@gmail.com 

The sichos are transcribed and translated from a weekly va’ad in Rav Gershon Edelstein’s home.  

Dedicated by the Kroll Family, Los Angeles 
 להצלחת בניהם ובנותיהם בתורה וביראת שמים

 


