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 מ נ ד ם פ ו ר י ם ג א ז

 ת ש מ מ ה מ נ ט כ ע ס ה

 נ ב  ק א ק י ך ח י ד ת ע

 ו ט ר ל מ ו ה נ ו ד ר ג

 ת ל א ב י נ י ם ם ל נ מ

 ה ת ז מ ר נ ב י ה א פ ה

 פ ה ה ש ג ת ש ח כ י י נ

 ק ר מ ל פ י י מ פ ד ר ק

 צ ח ע ו ה מ ל ך  ו ע ג כ

 ה ש ב ח ת ב ר ה ר ב ב ת

 ח מ ת נ ו ת כ ח י ו ו מ

 כ ת מ  י ם ל ה י ם ל ך ה

 מתנות לאבינים משלוח מנות

 מקרא מגילה המלך סעודה

 אסתר מרדכי שמחה עד דלא ידע

What other holiday is like Purim? 

BONUS 



 ANSWERS 
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BONUS ANSWER: יום הכפורים 

 



 PARSHAS SUDOKU 

 פורים
Place the letters (or image) into each box so 

that each row across and each column down and each box-square will contain all 

the letters (or images). Remember that each letter or image may appear only once 

in any row, column, or box-square 

BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 מ ו ר ד כ י
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ADVANCED LEVEL (9 x 9) 
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PARSHAS SUDOKU 

 פורים 
ANSWER SHEET 

BEGINNERS LEVEL (6 x 6) 

 מ ו ר ד כ י
 

 י ר ו מ כ ד

 ד מ כ ר ו י

 ר י מ כ ד ו

 כ ו ד י ר מ

 מ ד ר ו י כ

 ו כ י ד מ ר
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"Machatzis hashekel b'shekel hakodesh" (Shmos 13,3) 

The Gemara Megiloh 13b says in the name of Reish Lokish, "It was known to the One Who created the 

world that Haman would weigh "sh’kolim" to purchase the bnei Yisroel to do with them as he wishes. Thus, 

Hashem preempted him by giving the bnei Yisroel the mitzvah of giving "sh’kolim."  

Tosfos (Gemara Megiloh 16a d.h. "v'dochi") writes that he heard that the 10,000 "kikar" weights of silver 

that Haman offered Achashveirosh (Megilas Esther 3:9) equals the amount of "sh’kolim" that the 600,000 b’nei 

Yisroel who left Egypt gave in the form of half-"sh’kolim." Tosfos ends by saying that if you calculate it you 

will find that it is accurate. 

How does Haman's 10,000 "kikar" weights of silver equal the amount of half-sh’kolim 

that 600,000 bnei Yisroel would give? 

The Chizkuni on the verse in Shmos gives us a calculation. On average people live seventy years. The 

responsibility to give a half-shekel begins at the age of twenty (this is 

contested by some, see Torah T’mimah). On average people give a 

half-shekel for fifty years. The type of half-shekel given is in the 

"shekel hakodesh" coin system, which has double the value of non-

kodesh "sh’kolim," hence 25 shiklei kodesh given in a lifetime equal 

50 standard sh’kolim. Fifty "sh’kolim" equal 100 zuzim, given on 

average by each person. Sixty people would give 6,000 "zuzim," equal 

to 60 "monoh," the weight of a "kikar" of silver. Ten-thousand times 

this amount was given by 600,000 people. Thus a total of 10,000 "kikar 

kesef," was given by these 600,000 people, and Haman offered an 

equal amount.  

Alternatively, the intention of Tosfos can be explained with the 

words of the Rabbeinu Chanan'eil (Sotoh 5a Tosfos d.h. "Odom"). He says that the weight of a "reviis halug" of 

blood, the minimal amount required to be in a person's circulatory system to stay alive, is that equaling a weight 

of 25 "sh’kolim." As mentioned earlier, Tosfos said that Haman wanted to give their COMPLETE redemption. 

The R'vid Hazohov says that this likely means "shkolim" for the complete weight of their blood, 25 "sh’kolim" 

(or 50 standard sh’kolim) per person. We thus arrive at exactly at the same 10,000 "kikar kesef."  

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING TABLE 

 ככר מנה סלע שקל דינר גרה
?כמה   

HOW MUCH? 

 ככר 1 60    30,000

 מנה  1   100 

  2 1  1/1500 
 סלע 

(שקל הקדוש)  

 שקל    1  

(זוז)דינר    ½ 1   

 גרה   1/20   1

 

70 years less 20 years =          

50 years 

50 standard shkolim = 100 

zuzim (given in a lifetime) 

100 zuzim = 1 maneh             

60 maneh = kikar kesef   

600,000 (people) X 100 = 

60,000,000 zuzim = 600,000 

maneh = 10,000 silver kikar 



 

 

 

 

ANSWER SHEET 

 

 

Currency 

?כמה ככר מנה סלע שקל דינר גרה  

 ככר 1 60 1500 3000 6000 30000

 מנה 1/60 1 25 50 100 500

20 4 2 1 1/25 1/1500 

 סלע 

שקל )

(הקדוש  

 שקל 1/3000 1/50 ½ 1 2 10

(זוז)דינר 1/6000 1/100 ¼ ½ 1 5  

 גרה 1/30000 1/500 1/20 1/10 1/5 1
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Purim Torah! 
The WORLD Famous STORY OF PURIM   By Miesh Goldish 
 

The story of Purim is an international tale. 
 
King Achashveirosh was Finnish with his disobedient wife Vashti. "You Congo now!" 
he ordered her. After she had Ghana way, the king's messengers went Roman the land 
to find a new queen. And India end, the beautiful Esther won the crown. 
 
Meanwhile, Mordechai sat outside the palace, where the Chile Haman would Czech up 
on him daily.  
 
"I Haiti you because you refuse to bow to me!" Haman scolded Mordechai. "USA very 
stubborn man. You Jews are such Bahamas! If you keep his up, Denmark my words! I 
will have all your people killed! Just Kuwait and see, you Turkey! " 
 
Mordechai went into mourning and tore his clothes-a custom known as Korea. He urged 
Esther to plead with the king. The Jews fasted for three days and grew very Hungary.  
 
Esther approached the king and asked, 'Kenya please come to a banquet I've prepared 
for you and Haman?" At the feast, she invited her guests to a second banquet to eat 
Samoa. 
 
The king asked, "Esther, why Jamaica big meal like this? Just tell me what you want. 
Unto half my United Kingdom will I give you." Esther replied, "Spain full for me to say 
this, but Haman is Russian to kill my people." 
 
Haman's loud Wales could be heard as he carried Honduran this scene. "Oman!"  
Haman cried bitterly. "Iraq my brains in an effort to destroy the Jews. But that sneaky 
Mordechai - Egypt me! " 
 
Haman and his ten sons were hanged and went immediately to the Netherlands. And 
to Sweden the deal, the Jews were allowed to Polish off the rest of their foes as well. 
"You lost your enemies and Uganda friend," the king smiled. 
 
And that is why the Purim story Israeli a miracle. G-d decided to China light on His 
chosen people. 
 
So now, let's celebrate! Forget all your Syria's business and just be happy!  Serb up 
some wine and Taiwan on!  

 

 

 



 

Unscramble the following Purim words and write them in the boxes:  

         

 

       

 

      

 

      

 

Now that you've unscrambled the above words, take the highlighted letters and 

put one letter in each box below to get the answer to the following question:  

. 
©1998 Creators Syndicate, Inc. www.creators.com  

What did Achasverosh's 

executioner have lots of?  

         

 

ChoppedLiver® by Rabbi Mordechai Becher 

 

Megilah reading at Los Alamos Nuclear Test Site 

http://www.creators.com/


 

1. How many countries did Achashverosh rule over?             127 (1:1) 

2. How many days did the first feast last?                                180 (1:4) 

3. What are the names of Achashverosh's two servants who tried to kill him? 

Bigtan and Teresh (2:21) 

4. How did Haman choose the date that he did for killing the Jews? 

With a lottery (3:7) 

5. How many people did Esther invite to her parties? 

Two: Achashverosh and Haman (5:4 & 5:8) 

6. Where did Mordechai live after Haman was hung by Achashverosh? 

In Haman's House (8:2)  

 

 

1. How many beds did Achashverosh have?   6! (1:6) 

2. How many mothers did Vashti have?          Two! (1:9) 

3. What position did Mordechai play in the Shushan Soccer Team? 

Goal Keeper! (2:21) 

4. What job did Haman have in the Sushan Dairy Company? 

He made butter! (3:5) 

5. How old was Achashverosh when Haman came to power?      12! (3:7) 

6. What did Haman think was strange about Esther's face?  

She had no nose! (5:12)  

 

Yankele: "Look at that bunch of cows!" 

Moshele: "Not bunch, herd!" 

Yankele: "Herd what?" 

Moshele: "Of cows." 

Yankele: "Heard of cows? Of course I've heard of cows!!" 

 

Abba: "Shmuli, please can you have a look at the left turn signal on the car and tell me if it is working or not?" 

Shmuli: "Of course I can, Abba. Yes ... no ... yes ... no ... yes ..." 



 

Avraham: "Waiter, waiter! I'm in a hurry, will my Matzah be long?" 

Waiter: "No sir, it will be square!!" 

 

Chaim: "Doctor, doctor I think I'm shrinking!" 

Doctor: "Well, you'll just have to be a little patient!!" 

 

 

Shimon: "Rebbe, I've finished the exam." 

Rebbe: "Good. Did the questions give you any trouble?" 

Shimon: "No. But some of the answers did!!" 

 

With today's rapid advance in technology, we thought it important to bring to our readers' 

attention some new engineering conversions: 

Ratio of an igloo's circumference to its diameter: Eskimo Pi 

2000 pounds of Chinese soup: Won ton 

1 millionth of a mouthwash: 1 microscope 

Time between slipping on a peel and smacking the pavement: 1bananosecond 

Time it takes to sail 220 yards at 1 nautical mile per hour: Knot-furlong 

365.25 days of drinking low-calorie beer: 1 lite-year 

Half of a large intestine: 1 semicolon 

Shortest distance between two jokes: A straight line.   (think about it for a moment) 

1000 aches: 1 kilohurtz 



Basic unit of laryngitis: 1 hoarsepower 

453.6 graham crackers: 1 pound cake 

1 million microphones: 1 megaphone 

10 cards: 1 decacards 

1 kilogram of falling figs: 1 Fig Newton 

1000 cubic centimeters of wet socks: 1 literhosen 

2 monograms: 1 diagram 

8 nickels: 2 paradigms 

3 statute miles of intravenous surgical tubing at Yale University Hospital: 1 I.V. League 

2000 mockingbirds: 2 kilomockingbird 

 

Ten reasons for celebrating Purim: 

1. Making noise in shul is a mitzvah. 

2. Levity is not reserved for the Levites. 

3. If you're having a bad hair day, you can always wear a mask & no 

one will know who you are. 

4. Purim is easier to spell than Khanuka, Chanukah, Chanuka, Hanuka—the Hebrew name for the Festival of 

Lights. 

5. You don't have to kasher your home and change all the pots and dishes. 

6. You don't have to build a sukkah and eat outside. 

7. You get to drink wine & you don't have to stand for Kiddush. 

8. Mordechai - 1; Haman - 0. 

9. You won't get hit in the eye by a lulav. 

10. You can't eat hamentaschen on Yom Kippur. 

Rabbi Riddle's Kwazy Kwestions: 

A. What's the difference between 

Haman and a phone call? 

B. Nothing! When we are finished 

with both, we hang them up! 



Zeresh (Haman's Spouse) 
(Adapted from Ishei ha'T'nach & Ta'amei ha'Minhagim) 

 

Zeresh 

Zeresh was the daughter of Tatnai, the governor of Eiver haNahar, who later tried (unsuccessfully) to stop Nechemyah from 

building the second Beis-Hamikdash.  

"And he (Haman) fetched his friends and Zeresh his wife" (Esther 5:10) - to tell them the good news about his invitation to 

Esther's second party, together with the King.  

When Haman went to attend Esther's first party, Zeresh went off to join her close friends, says the Medrash, and it is from 

there that Haman fetched her.  

Haman had three hundred and sixty-five advisors, the Medrash tells us, but none of them could match his wife, Zeresh. 

When consulting with them about what to do with Mordechai, they told him that if he (Mordechai) was a Yehudi, then he 

would not succeed in eliminating him unless he came up with a novel method of doing so. Death by fire would not succeed, 

they said, since their father Avrohom, as well as the three Tzadikim (Chananyah, Mishael and Azaryah) had emerged from 

the furnace unscathed. The sword would not work either, as they pointed out, their father Yitzchak had survived the sword. 

Neither would drowning work, to which their Moshe had not succumbed. Or even throwing him to the lions, from which 

Daniel had been spared. And so they concluded, hanging would be a good idea, as no Yehudi had ever survived that.  

Flying High 

Quoting the Seifer ha'Chayim, the Ta'amei ha'Minhagim explains Haman's decision to build a fifty-Amah gallows to hang 

Mordechai, was based on a Medrash. Haman, it appears, had a dream in which he saw Mordechai flying above his house. 

Now Haman, in keeping with his lofty position as prime minister of the entire Persian Empire, lived in a very large mansion 

that rose to a height of almost fifty Amos. So Zeresh and Haman's friends suggested that, in order to conform to the dream, 

he should build a gallows that was a little taller than his mansion. Not satisfied with simply advising, Zeresh went with her 

husband to find the tallest tree in Shushan, which turned out to be quite a thorny specimen. 

Acting upon his wife's advice, he became so excited that (like his master the king) he couldn't sleep that night - only unlike 

his master the king, he didn't even try. He immediately set out to find carpenters and builders to construct the desired gallows 

post-haste. Meanwhile an ecstatic Zeresh played on the fiddle in time with the carpenters' banging and chiseling. "Ho hum", 

she declared gleefully. "I shall pay these workers well for their holy work!" (Targum Sheini). In the end, it transpired that 

Mordechai flying above Haman's mansion was merely symbolical of the king placing 'Mordechai over Haman's house'.  

Pleading for Mercy 

After Achashverosh issued the fateful words "Hang him on it!" Mordechai went to fetch Haman. “Come” he said, “allow 

me to hang you on the tree that you ended up preparing for yourself!” 

But Haman haRasha, his loyalty to the king notwithstanding, was none too keen to end up swinging on a tree. “Please”, he 

pleaded with Mordechai, “Don't hang me on a tree the way they do ordinary people. I was known as Haman, deputy to the 

king and his patron. I caused the downfall of kingdoms with the staff of my mouth and with the very breath of my lips did 

I bring confusion upon nations. Now I'm scared that you will do to me as I planned to do to you. I beg of you, don't hang 

me on a tree! Kill me any way you please, but not that! Perhaps you will kill me with the king's sword that is used to kill 

high dignitaries. Have mercy on me, and kill me like they killed my grandfather Agag” (whom Shmuel had hacked to pieces 

with his sword). And he began to wail pitifully. But Mordechai, unimpressed, proceeded to carry out the king's orders. And 

Haman hanged (or should it be hung).  

After Haman was hanged on the tree that he had prepared for Mordecai, The Medrash tells us that Zeresh fled in disgrace 

with his remaining 70 sons. They were reduced to begging from door to door in order to stay alive. 

In the book Mechir Yayin, Rabbi Moshe Isserles (known as the Ramah, 1530-1572) describes Zeresh as the embodiment of 

delusion, whose fantasies of honor and wealth distract a person from the worthwhile pursuits of intellectual enlightenment 

and divine wisdom. 

  



Hadassah 

הֶאת־ֲהדַ  ֹאֵמן ַוְיִהי ֶאְסֵתר ִהיא סָּ  

And he (Mordechai) raised Hadassah who is Esther (2,7) 

ה   ֲהַדסָּ

Her real name is Esther yet she is called Hadassah. 

1. Hadassah means myrtle (הדס)  since she has a deep olive complexion which was very beautiful. 

2. The myrtle is an evergreen that retains it foliage all year.  Also Esther 

retained her religious morals the whole year whether in the Jewish quarters 

or in the palace. 

3. In Kabalala, the name Hadassah is associated with an appreciation of beauty 

in nature and the arts, music, drama and literature. 

4. Hadassah means myrtle, since she possessed the characteristic of the 

myrtle of being simultaneously sweet and bitter (the fragrance is sweet but 

the taste is bitter). So too Esther was sweet for Mordechai but bitter for Haman. (Megillah 13a) 

This is a lesson in the importance of balancing one’s character traits. Everyone is born with some strong positive 

traits and some strong negative traits. Our goal is to serve HaShem with all out faculties and all our potential. 

This means when necessary one must be prepared to override one’s natural inclination. Otherwise one is in 

effect serving one’s own nature rather than the Will of HaShem. For example when raising a child which one 

loves more than life, circumstances sometimes requires one to act with strictness. Another example, King 

Shaul was swayed by his attribute of kindness to spare the life of the wicked Agag (for at least one night). 

The results were catastrophic. The Amalek nation was reborn and Shaul lost his kingship. 

Thus, Esther whose name was Hadassah (Shaul’s descendant who was seeking to rectify Shaul’s error in her 

response to Agag’s descendent Haman) was the master in this delicate act of balance. When events called for 

sweetness she acted accordingly. When the time came for harshness towards Haman, she acted accordingly, 

exhibiting no mercy to the enemy of the Jews, she denounced him to the king. 

  ֹאֵמן

1. The word can mean craftsman or director, which indicates Mordechai raised Esther the orphan requiring 

constant supervision usually demanded of a mother.  Mordechai despite being a busy and important 

member of the Sanhedrin did not refrain from performing these services for the child Esther. 

2. However, the word is written without a “vav.” The word can also indicate that Mordechai raised Esther 

with the main principal of answering Amen to blessings. (אמן is the beginning letters of the phrase ל -א

אמןנלך מ ) This is a foundation matter since answering Amen is a spiritual beautification within physicality. 

This results in a guarding by HaShem not only in spiritual matters but also in physical challenges (which 

Esther and all of us face daily). 

3. The Gematria of אמן is the same for the word מלאך. Every good act results in a positive angel which protects 

us against the physical and spiritual obstacles of life. 



The Talmud (Megillah 13a) heavily debate whether the title character’s real name was Hadassah or 

Esther. 

 

• One opinion (R’ Meir) was that her name was Esther, but she was righteous, and the righteous are compared to myrtles 

(“hadas”) in beauty based on a verse in Zecharya (1:8). Why is the myrtle an appropriate plant to which to compare a 

tzaddik? Alshich says a myrtle is as successful in the summer as it is in winter. A Tzaddik is righteous all the time, 

consistently, and not different at home than outside. Avrohom who was 75 when he left Haran (Bereshis 12:4). The 

Midrash (Bereshis Rabbah 39:13) says HaShem told Avrohom that in the merit of his leaving everything he knows 

and loves at the age of 75, the rescuer of the Jews (presumably in the Purim story) will also be 75 years old. Hadassah 

(5+4+60+5) is the gematria of 74, and with the principle of im hakollel, the numbers can be equal. Rabbi Shaul of 

Amsterdam points out another proof to Hadassah’s age being 75. The Talmud (Megillah 14a) calls her one of the 

seven prophetesses of Israel. According to the Talmud (Moed Katan 25a), prophecy can only occur in Israel (which 

is the reason Yonah tried to flee). Esther was then born in Israel prior to the Galus, which occurred about seventy 

years before the events in the Megillah, since that was when the Temple was destroyed and Mordechai was exiled. 

Thus, she would have needed to be at least at an age of some consciousness (presumably, 5-8 years old) to experience 

prophecy. 

• The second opinion in the Talmud (R’ Yehudah) is that her name was Hadassah, but she kept the secret (“hester”) of 

her nationality. Maharal points out that this secrecy is also indicative of tznius, modesty, the stamp of a Jewess. The 

idea of modesty is not the hiding of something evil, but rather the protecting of that thing to keep it special. It is the 

defining characteristic of a Jew, contrasting sharply against the characteristic of Eisav and his spiritual/ philosophical 

descendants. This is seen in the verse (Bereshis 27:22) “the voice is the voice of Yaakov, and the hands are the hands 

of Eisav.” In other words, the primary actions of the spiritual Jew is non-physical, represented by the invisible, 

ephemeral voice. The primary world-view of Eisav’s heirs is rooted in the visible, represented by the creative, physical 

hand. Rav Hutner similarly adds that Purim is an example of HaShem’s modesty in that the miracles in Megillas 

Esther, as we have seen, are hidden behind the political, natural events of the written story. According to the Zohar 

(Devarim 226a), HaShem kept Hadassah hidden by allowing her to utilize mystical powers to create a “sheid,” or 

demon, to get out of having relations with Achashverosh. 

• A third Talmudic opinion (R’ Nechemya) states that her name was Hadassah, but she was called Esther because the 

nations of the world call her Sahara, which means moon in Aramaic. The moon represents beauty as in Shir HaShirim 

6:10), and the nations of the world thus compliment Hadassah’s appearance. Another possibility is that the nations of 

the world call her Ashtahar, which Yalkut Shimoni informs us is Estera, the Greek name for the planet Venus (this is 

the brightest planet from Earth’s perspective). 

• A fourth opinion in the Talmud (Ben Azzai) says that she was called Esther because she was neither tall nor short, but 

medium height. In Chana’s prayer for a child, she asks for “zerah anashim” (“male seed”) (Shmuel 1 1:11). Rav Dimi’s 

interpretation of this phrase (Talmud, Brachos 31b) is that she wants a son “like other men,” of average height, so that 

he would not stand out. Being “normal” according to the standards of the time and location is what makes people 

attractive (do not use that line on a first date!). 

• A final opinion (Rabbi Yehoshua ben Karcha) says her name was Esther, but she was called Hadassah because she 

was as green as a myrtle. This either means that she was beautiful, with an olive-green complexion popular in the 

Middle East and elsewhere. Otherwise, it is indeed not easy being green, and this pale, unseemly color made her 

ordinarily unattractive. She thus had to attract the king miraculously through a “string of kindness”. Rav Chaim 

Pinchas Scheinberg teaches that Esther smelled as sweet as hadassim, and notes an interesting point regarding the 

custom to use myrtles for Havdalah. The sweet smell of myrtles, he says, is only harvested when the myrtles are 

crushed. So, too, Esther’s greatness became manifest through her difficult life.  

Taken together in the final analysis, this debate in the Talmud whether Esther/Hadassah was righteous, secret, beautiful, 

average, or green indicates an amazing idea – our title character is so hidden, we do not even know her name! 

  



 

HASAK 

א ֶאְסֵתר  ַדַעת ַמה־ֶזה ְוַעל־ַמה־ֶזה: ַלֲהָתְךַוִתְקרָּ י לָּ כָּ ְרדֳּ ֶניהָּ ַוְתַצֵוהו ַעל־מָּ ִריֵסי ַהֶמֶלְך ֲאֶשר ֶהֱעִמיד ְלפָּ  ִמסָּ
 )אסתר ד,ה(

ְך  ֲהתָּ
Chaza”l (Megilah 15a) relate that Hasak was Daniel.  From the nature of his mission and the content of his 

messages, we may infer that he was Jewish.  The only known Jew known to hold a position in the royal court 

was Daniel.  He served as an advisor under the Persian kings Nevuchadnetzar, Belshatzar, Daryavesh and 

Koresh. 

The Sages “over there” (in Babylonia) say that Daniel was called Hasak since he was cut down (חתך since “ח” 

and “ה” are interchangeable) from his previous high position when Achashverosh became the king. 

The Sages “over here” (in Eretz Yisrael) say that Daniel was called Hasak since made final decisions cutting off 

debate (either he maintain his high government position or he made the final decisions in Halacha). 

Ben Yehoyada explains from the pasuk that says the Hasak was stationed before her yet she called him and waited 

for him to arrive.  Esther had a mission of utmost importance to convey information and questions to 

Mordechai and return with responses. This mission could only be entrusted to the saintly Daniel. 

The numerical value of דניאל is 95 the same as המן, so he changed his name. 

Daniel under the name of Hasak worked behind the scene to direct the Jewish leadership (Mordechai and Esther) 

and through them to the Jewish people how to react and obtain Divine intervention. 

Eventually Daniel (Hasak) was killed. His death at Haman’s hands was atonement for the Jews. Whenever a 

Tzadik dies HaShem considers it an atonement for the Jewish people. 

ַדַעת ַמה־ֶזה ְוַעל־ַמה־ֶזה  לָּ

Esther saw the Jews begin confronted with an unprecedented danger, the complete annihilation of the Jewish 

people. Her double reference to זה (this) indicates she feared that the danger was caused by the Jews’ rejection 

of something described by the Chumash with the word זה either: “This is my G-d and I will built him a 

Sanctuary”; or the Luchos which were inscribed on “this” side and on “this” side. Esther was asking whether 

the potential misfortune for the Jews was a punishment for their weakness of faith in HaShem or for their 

laxity in fulfilling His laws (so that an appropriate plan of response could be formulated). 
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