
 

 

 

 

 

What can we expect? 
 

In this week’s Torah portion Torah tells us about our forefather Yakov, how he was going through different 

tests which put his life and the life of his family in danger.  His brother Eisav was enraged and was pursuing 

to kill him.  In order to find favor in his eyes, Yakov sends him a large number of animals as a present.  

Yakov’s messengers tell Eisav that he shouldn’t despair – the blessing of his father Itzhak did not come true 

even though Yakov kept all the commandments. 

Even though Yakov knew what high spiritual level he was on, he asked Hashem in prayer, “You told me to 

return home, and I did not deserve any mercy from You.  I beg you, L-rd, my Hashem, save me from the 

hand of my brother Eisav”. Why did he think that he did not deserve any mercy? 

What made him return for the little vessels and put his life in danger, when he saw that Hashem gave him 

so much, and no doubt will give even more if he needs it? 

Eisav’s angel attacked Yakov when he returned to collect his vessels.  But he could not overcome Yakov, just 

hurt him in the organ called Gid Anashe.  Torah forbids us for all generations to eat that part of the animal, 

called Gid Anashe. What is Torah trying to teach us in connection to Gid Anashe for all generations? 

The following story will help us understand the answers to these questions. 

Gerrer Rebbe, author of the book Sfas Emes, had a chassid, who was very rich.  He was a real chassid and 

always consulted his rebbe before making any business deal.  When Rebbe passed away, his son, author of 

the book Imrei Emet, became the next Gerrer Rebbe.  He was a great tsaddik of those times.  But not 

everyone understood how great he was, because he was still young.  Chassid did not want to ask his advice, 

because he was afraid.  In the end, however, he decided to turn to him for advice.  He had a chance to 

purchase large forest in Poland and then sell the trees for big profit.   

Rebbe thought about it and said to go ahead.  Chassid borrowed money, putting his whole estate as 

security, and bought the forest.  However, the next day a law passed in Poland which forbade cutting the 

trees for lumber, but to keep them only for beauty.  Chassid was in rage at his new Rebbe.  He expected 

that his advice will give him profit, but now the deal fell through, and he became poor, and even more, he 

owed many people a lot of money. 

He stopped visiting the Rebbe.  One time Gerrer Rebbe was passing through the chassid’s town, and they 

met “by accident”.Rebbe came to the chassid and said, “Why do you think, Korach came to argue with 

Moshe Rabbeinu? Moshe Rabbeinu sent spies to Israel, and his idea was unsuccessful.  We learn from here 

that even if Rebbe’s advice proved unsuccessful, a chassid does not abandon his Rebbe.”  Chassid 

understood that Rebbe knew everything, but he still did not want to visit him.  He tried to get out of his 

terrible debt situation, but couldn’t.  His creditors were pressuring him, and he couldn’t bear it any longer.  

He took his entire family, even the elders, and moved to Israel. 
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Second World War broke out.  Germans destroyed most of Gerrer Chassidus.  But since he escaped to Israel 

as a result of “bad” advice of his Rebbe, his family was the only one who remained with elderly after the 

war.  Then he understood that if Rebbe answered him as he was expecting to hear, his family would have 

perished. 

This trait called expectation and it сan change the course of our life. 

And this is what Yakov was afraid of.  Even though he was a great tzadik, he did not expect that Hashem 

would help him because of that.  That’s why he said the extra prayer, in which he asked mercy from 

Hashem, and it was not connected to his righteousness: Hashem, save me from the hand of my brother 

Eisav. 

The reason why he returned to collect the small vessels, even though Hashem gave him many riches, was 

that he believed that everything he received was pure mercy from Hashem.  Who said that if he lost those 

vessels, Hashem would surely give him more?  He knew that he was not allowed to expect to receive more.  

 

Hashem sent Yakov Eisav’s angel in order to teach all future generations, as it says, “deeds of the 

forefathers are a sign for their children”. 

Angel wasn’t able to overcome Yakov, because he was so careful in all his acts. However, angel hit him in 

Gid Anashe. Every organ in a human body has a spiritual counterpart, and each organ symbolizes person’s 

character trait.  Gid Anashe corresponds to “teshuka” – desire of a person.   

Jew's expectation from Hashem, himself and others - depends on the direction of his desire. 

 

Torah wants to teach all the generations that quality of expectation does not let us to believe that 

everything is for our good, and Hashem is our merciful Father, because everything has to be according to 

our expectations. And no one really owes us anything. 

 

If a yid desires are connected to Torah, serving Hashem, and – as Nesivos Sholom explains –  if a yid will 

accept Hashem's behavior as He is our merciful Father, Who knows what is best for us, and doesn’t wish us 

anything bad, then his expectations will disappear. 

 

We need to ask Hashem for mercy, and when we annul our consciousness to Hashem, our Father, Who is 

merciful with us, then we can be happy all our life.  And happiness is the key to our success in life. 

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 
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