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     HILCHOS SHABBOS: BORER     

NEW TOPIC: 

We will now, B’Ezras Hashem, begin reviewing the Halachos of Borer, sorting. 

These Halachos are extremely important as hardly a Shabbos goes by where the need to sort isn’t 

present, and many times unfortunately a simple lack of information causes people to sort in a 

prohibited way. 

Once these Halachos are learned, however, it will be very simple to sort in a permissible way and thus 

avoid Chilul Shabbos Chas V’Shalom. 

1) If one has a mixture of food and waste, the waste may never be removed from the food, as removing 

waste from food is the quintessential Melacha of Borer. 

If, however, 

 a) the food is removed from the waste it will be permissible if two other conditions are present: 

b) It is removed with one’s bare hands without utilizing a utensil. 

c) It is removed with the intent of eating the food immediately. 

2) Only if all three of the above conditions are met is Borer permissible, as it then is considered 

“Derech Achilah, the normal way of eating” and not “Derech Borer, the way of sorting” (See Mishna 

Berura in his introduction to Siman 319) 

The above is Hilchos Borer in a nutshell. Over the next few weeks we will, B’Ezras Hashem, delve into 

many more intricate aspects, exceptions, and examples etc. of the above. 

3) As we learnt, one of the conditions that need to be present in order for Borer of food to be allowed 

on Shabbos is if it is being done with intent to eat the food “immediately” (referred to in Halacha as 

“Ochlo L’Alter”). 

The term “immediately” does not mean it must be eaten within a few seconds of being sorted; rather it 

means it must be done within the normal time frame before the meal that is considered normal 

preparation time for a meal. (See Mishna Berura Siman 321:45 where he writes that the women may not 

start preparing the Shabbos meal before the men leave from Shul after davening) 

4) However, even within the above permissible  time frame, one can only do it if he/she plans to eat 

right away after all the preparations for the meal are done, and not if one intends to do another 

significant chore after the meal preparations are done, before actually eating. 

If at the time of preparation one planned to eat right afterwards and then only before the meal decided 

to take a walk or do another chore, it is permitted and it does not invalidate the preparations that were 
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done permissibly. (ruling of Maran Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv Zatzal quoted in Sefer Ayil Meshulash Perek 

8 footnote 24) 

5) Two different foods that are mixed together may not be separated by removing the one that is not 

wanted from the one that is wanted (e.g. separating a mixture of raisins and nuts by removing the 

raisins which are not desired from the nuts which will be eaten), even though both are totally edible 

foods as the one that isn’t wanted is considered P’soLes, waste, for the purposes of Borer. (Shulchan 

Aruch and Rama Siman 319:3. See also Biur Halacha Dibur Hamaschil U’Meiniach Hasheini) 

6)However, if both foods are wanted, albeit separately one after the other (e.g. separating a mixture of 

raisins and nuts, where the one pile will be eaten first and the other will be eaten immediately 

afterwards), they may be separated provided it is done by hand, as then all three conditions of 

permissible Borer will be present. (See Biur Halacha Siman 319:1 Dibur Hamaschil U’Borer Min) 

6) The prohibition of Borer applies to all items, not only to food. (See Mishna Berura Siman 319:15) 

Games that contain pieces and components of different shapes, sizes and colors, may not be sorted 

upon finishing playing in order to put them away neatly. However, if at the onset of playing the game 

they are being sorted in order to be able to play with them right then, it is permissible. 

7) A children’s playroom messily strewn with various toys on top of each other may not be sorted in 

order to put away each toy in its designated place. However, if the toys are not mixed together and are 

just lying on the floor not in a mixture, each toy may be picked up and put away in its place, as a 

prerequisite for Borer to be prohibited is for the items to be B’Ta’aruvos, in a mixture. 

8) Photographs may not be sorted on Shabbos in order to place them in order into a photo album or 

into designated piles. 

A pile of papers that are out of order may not be sorted on Shabbos to make them in order of pages or 

in order of topics, unless it is being done to use them in their proper order immediately. 

 

…To be continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 
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