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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

בשמחהמשנכנס אדר מרבי� 
PARSHAS

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA
 

Wisdom and Humility 

Rav Levi Yitzchok had a son who was 
Meir, and he authored Sefer Kesser Torah
had survived he might have been even greater than his holy and illustrious father.

Rav Levi Yitzchok’s custom was to lead the 
Kippur. One year, he was too ill to stand before the 
Meir, to lead the tefillos. And he gave him a set of instructions.

“Standing before the amud
responsibility, especially so on 
hangs in the balance. There are a number of things you must bear in mind. First and foremost, 
know before Whom you are standing. You stand before the Holy Blessed One, King of all 
kings. Second, you must keep in mind on whose behalf you are 
children of Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, our holy forefathers. Always keep these 
thoughts in mind, and you will be able to lead the 

Four years before Rav Levi Yitzchok passed away, he suffered the loss of his son Rav 
Meir. He had to follow the coffin a
to shed tears of sorrow over his tragic loss, but instead, to their astonishment, they saw him 
dancing with exuberant joy. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok saw the consternation in their eyes.
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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משנכנס אדר מרבי� 
  VAYAKHEL PARSHAS

CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

av Levi Yitzchok had a son who was niftar during his lifetime. His name was Rav 
Sefer Kesser Torah. Some of the early Rebbes contended that if Rav Meir 

survived he might have been even greater than his holy and illustrious father.
Rav Levi Yitzchok’s custom was to lead the tefillos himself on Rosh 
. One year, he was too ill to stand before the amud himself, so he asked his son, Rav 

. And he gave him a set of instructions. 

amud,” Rav Levi Yitzchok told him, “is always a great 
responsibility, especially so on Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur, when the fate of the world 

e are a number of things you must bear in mind. First and foremost, 
know before Whom you are standing. You stand before the Holy Blessed One, King of all 
kings. Second, you must keep in mind on whose behalf you are davening. It is on behalf of the 

of Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, our holy forefathers. Always keep these 
thoughts in mind, and you will be able to lead the tefillos.” 

Four years before Rav Levi Yitzchok passed away, he suffered the loss of his son Rav 
Meir. He had to follow the coffin at the funeral of his own child. The Chassidim 
to shed tears of sorrow over his tragic loss, but instead, to their astonishment, they saw him 

Rav Levi Yitzchok saw the consternation in their eyes. 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)    

 משנכנס אדר מרבי� 

during his lifetime. His name was Rav 
contended that if Rav Meir 

survived he might have been even greater than his holy and illustrious father. 
 HaShana and Yom 

himself, so he asked his son, Rav 

,” Rav Levi Yitzchok told him, “is always a great 
, when the fate of the world 

e are a number of things you must bear in mind. First and foremost, 
know before Whom you are standing. You stand before the Holy Blessed One, King of all 

. It is on behalf of the 
of Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov, our holy forefathers. Always keep these 

Four years before Rav Levi Yitzchok passed away, he suffered the loss of his son Rav 
Chassidim expected him 

to shed tears of sorrow over his tragic loss, but instead, to their astonishment, they saw him 
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“I haven’t taken leave of my senses,” he said. “I am heartbroken that I have lost my 
precious son, but I am overjoyed that I can say to Hashem, ‘I am returning this soul to You as 
pure as it was when You entrusted it to me.’” 

[Editor: In a similar vein, when my Rebbe, Rav Mordechai Steiner, Shlit”a, lost a child 
who was in his forties several years ago before Purim, he remarked at the levaya that he’s 
giving back to Hashem a korban oleh.] 

n 
Dvar Torah 

The Ba’al HaTurim makes a connection between the end of Parshas Ki Sisa and the 
beginning of Parshas Vayakhel. He points out that Ki Sisa ends with the radiance of Moshe’s 
face, and Vayakhel begins with Shabbos. This teaches us that our faces are radiant on Shabbos. 

Perhaps we can suggest a second explanation, says Rav Meir of Berditchev. What was 
the source of the radiance of Moshe’s face? According to the Medrash (Shemos Rabba 47:6), it 
was the tiny drop of ink that he saved when he wrote the word anav, “humble”, describing 
himself. The word is normally spelled ayin, nun, yud, vav, but Moshe, in his great humility, 
omitted the letter yud. The tiny drop of ink that it would have taken to write the letter yud 
provided the radiance of Moshe’s face. 

Why indeed did Moshe omit the letter yud? 

The commentators state that wisdom leads to humility. When a person is wise, he 
recognizes that Hashem is the Cause of all causes, the infinite Master of the World, the Creator 
of all that exists, the ultimate and boundless existence. Faced with the knowledge of such a 
reality, a person cannot help but feel minuscule and inconsequential. He gains a sense of his 
own insignificance, and inevitably, he becomes humble. Moshe’s extraordinary humility 
resulted from his extraordinary wisdom. 

The Arizal writes that the letter yud is the symbol of wisdom. Therefore, Moshe omitted 
the letter yud. Because of his great humility, he was reluctant to publicize that he had wisdom 
and had thus achieved humility, and Hashem rewarded him for his humility measure for 
measure. Moshe wanted to conceal his great wisdom, and Hashem revealed it to all. The pasuk 
says (Koheles 8:1) that “wisdom illuminates the face”. Hashem caused Moshe’s face to become 
radiant; everyone thereby knew that he had achieved the highest levels of wisdom. 

This leads directly into Parshas Vayakhel, which also discusses a man of towering 
wisdom, Moshe’s nephew, Betzalel, who was blessed with the wisdom he would need to 
build the Mishkon. 

nnn 

Y  Translated Kedushas Levi on the Parsha Z 

“Moshe assembled the entire congregation of the Children of Yisrael and said to 
them, ‘These are the things that Hashem commanded, to do them: On six days, 
melocha may be done, but the seventh day shall be holy for you and a day of 
complete “rest” for Hashem; whoever does work on it shall be put to death’” 
(Shemos 35:1-2). 
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And Chazal taught (Shabbos 70a): “‘These are the things’ refers to 
the thirty-nine categories of melocha;” that is to say, “These” refers 
to chitzonim; that is, to matters of an external nature, as the Arizal 
wrote (See the Zohar HaKodosh, Part 1, 228a; and Part 2, 236b) 
regarding the pasuk (Eicha 1:16): “Regarding these, do I weep…” 
we must perfect them by means of melocha, “work”, and that is the 

meaning of “to do” – which alludes to “perfection” (See Rashi regarding Bereishis (18:8)). But 
that is an activity for the weekdays, but on Shabbos, we may not “perfect external 
entities”, and therefore doing melocha, or “work” is forbidden. 
 

We find regarding Shabbos, “Hashem commanded to do” whereas 
regarding the Mishkon, the Tabernacle, we find “That which 
Hashem commanded to say” – a distinction that is addressed by 
the Ba’al HaTurim. It seems that although in connection with the 
Mishkon, there was much activity of the nature of mitzvos that were 
performed, namely the various aspects of the construction of the 
Mishkon, nevertheless those commands of Hashem perfected the 
world of speech, as we saw in the scriptural expression “That 
which Hashem commanded to say”. Whereas in connection with 

Shabbos, when Melocha is in fact forbidden, and we accomplish the commands of Hashem 
only through speech, for example, by studying Torah and davening to Hashem, for the 
essence of Torah study and tefilla are in fact expressed on Shabbos (Tanna Dvei Eliyohu 
Rabba, Chapter 1, and cited by the Ba’al HaTurim), nevertheless by accomplishing those 
commands with our speech, we thereby perfect the “world of doing”, as reflected by the 
expression “that Hashem commanded, to do them”. 

n 

“The seventh day shall be holy for you” (Shemos 35:2). 
 

In the manner of the “Half for Hashem and half for you” 
(Pesochim 68b) description of the celebration of Yom Tov, but on 
Shabbos, the “for you” component of feasting and rejoicing is also 
to be dedicated to Hashem. This is easy to understand. 

nnn 
 

We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 

Simcha During Frightening Times 

When Adar comes, we increase in simcha! 

The people of Eretz Yisrael are still in fear over the tragic murders of our purest souls. 
We hear about it on the news, we read about it in the paper, we may even know the stories of 
some of the victims whose lives have been torn apart…yet I can’t even imagine the actual 
brutality of life in Eretz Yisrael. How can we understand what it’s like to live, knowing that 
any moment a knife might be thrust into us where we stand? That is a fear we cannot 
understand. Nevertheless, somehow we have a responsibility to be happy! They have an 
obligation to be happy! When Adar comes, we increase in simcha! 

A Kabbalistic 
definition of melocha 
which is prohibited on 
Shabbos, is to be mevarer 
chitzonim, to “perfect 
external entities”. 

The following 
paradox exists in Judaism: 
On Shabbos, we perfect the 
“world of doing” by 
performing commands of 
speech, whereas in 
building the Mishkon, we 
perfected the “world of 
speech” by performing 
commands of action. 

The feasting and 
rejoicing that is done on 
Shabbos is also to be 
dedicated to Hashem. 
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I’d like to tell you a story. Shortly after moving to Eretz Yisrael, I was given the 
opportunity to travel with a group to Mezhibuzh in Ukraine. The purpose of the trip was to 
spend Shabbos in the city of the great Ba’al Shem Tov and to daven at his graveside. This was 
a spiritual trip and I was particularly anxious to daven at such a holy site for the success of my 
family and myself in our new life in Eretz Yisrael. I was a bit torn, however, by the irony of 
leaving Eretz Yisrael, the holiest place on Earth, to pray for a successful dwelling in Eretz 
Yisrael! 

Nevertheless, the Ba’al Shem Tov was buried in Ukraine and not in the Galil. Rav 
Nachman of Breslov once taught that if Hashem gives you an opportunity to travel, He must 
have something special in mind – so take the trip. I decided to go.  

It was a spiritually uplifting trip. On the way to Mezhibuzh we stopped in Berditchev 
and davened where the holy Rav of Berditchev (1740–1810) davened. We stopped at the 
cemetery and sang the Berditchever’s beautiful song, A Din Torah mit Gut”. On the way back 
from Mezhibuzh, we detoured to Uman and prayed at the gravesite of Rav Nachman – but the 
jewel in the crown was Shabbos in Mezhibuzh. My mind and my heart were full of thoughts 
and tefillos of how to succeed in Yerushalayim. 

At some point over Shabbos, I found myself alone in the original shul of the Ba’al Shem 
Tov. My mind wandered to what it must have been like to have davened in this small, wooden 
room with the Ba’al Shem Tov and his talmidim who founded Chassidus. There was a definite 
energy in the room. On the table I was sitting at, there was a book compiled by one of the 
talmidim of the Ba’al Shem Tov that contained thoughts of the Ba’al Shem Tov on the weekly 
Torah portion. Although it was Parshas Beshalach, I randomly opened the book to Behar. 
This is what it said: 

The Torah speaks about the mitzva of the shemitta, the sabbatical year in Eretz Yisrael. 
During this year, the Land must lie fallow and no farm work may be done. And what will 
happen if the people ask, “What should we eat during the seventh year if we do not sow or 
gather in our crops?” (Hashem says,) “I will command My special blessing on the Land and 
you will have abundance in the sixth year for three years!” (Vayikra 25:20–21) 

The Ba’al Shem Tov comments that in order for one to attract success and abundance 
in one’s life, one’s thoughts must be full of faith and belief in success. If one thinks “success”, 
Hashem will grant him success. Hashem will mirror our thoughts. The most damaging thing a 
person can do to his life is to worry and complain. The negativity of worry can, chas v’sholom, 
attract negativity and remove the blessing from one’s life. 

� � � � � � � 

 ה' צל� על יד ימינ�

“Hashem is your shadow.” This is one of the most astounding secrets of the universe. 
Hashem mimics our every action. If we wave our right hand in the air – so does our shadow – 
and so does Hashem, so to speak. We hold the controls. At Creation, Hashem gave us the 
controls, and everything we think, say or do has an effect on the universe. If we kvetch, 
Hashem gives us a life full of kvetch. Godol anocha sheshoveres gufo shel adam! 

So the Torah asks, says the Ba’al Shem Tov, what will happen during the sabbatical 
year? The Jewish people will begin to worry and bring negative energy into their lives! They 
will say out loud, “What will we eat?” They will kvetch! 

To this problem Hashem answers, that He will perform a special miracle. In spite of 
our negative thoughts, “I will command a blessing of abundance.” Hashem will perform a 
special miracle and give us abundance – in spite of our worrying. 
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The most classic example of this idea is Betzalel. Although Betzalel was just a bar 
mitzva, he was commissioned to build the Mishkon. Why Betzalel? Moshe explained that the 
answer lay in his name. Betzalel was given this name because he was Betzel E-l, “in the 
shadow of Hashem”. He understood what we have to do in this world to merit the resting of 
the Shechina. He understood what the Aron (Ark), the Keruvim and the tent should look like. 
He understood what actions we can do to affect the entire universe. 

This is not a uniquely Chassidic thought. The greatest disciple of the Vilna Gaon, Rav 
Chaim Volozhin, writes that Hashem will shadow our every thought. The great master of 
Sefardic tradition, the Ben Ish Chai, taught precisely the same idea. When Hashem created 
the world, He set it up in such a way that Hashem, so to speak, takes His cues from us! 

The message of the Ba’al Shem Tov clicked in my mind and I returned to Yerushalayim 
with a new heart. 

Everyday things became clearer to me. Not only do the mitzvos I perform affect my life 
and my world but every attitude I possess makes a difference. “Who is wealthy?” asks the 
Mishna. “One who is happy with his lot!” Happy! If I am happy about my wealth – the simcha 
will bring me wealth. If I am confident that Hashem will take care of me to the point that I am 
happy, to the point that I present myself as someone who is taken care of, I will be taken care 
of. If I am confident enough to be happy, Hashem will give me happiness. Our attitude, our 
confidence in Hashem, our self-perception as people who have a relationship with the Creator 
will come together to make life work. 

So when Adar comes around, we increase in simcha! It is the simcha that creates the 
simcha! The Gemora teaches that since we are adding simcha to our lives in Adar it is a good 
time to have that long-pushed-off court case with that non-Jew. It’s a “good luck” time. The 
question is: Where does the Gemora say that it is a “good luck” time? It only says that we 
should increase our happiness! 

The answer is: increasing our happiness will bring us good fortune. So if you’re feeling 
confident in your relationship with Hashem – go ahead and have that court case. 

Allow me to share with you a life-altering moment. Years ago I served as a Rav in 
Buffalo, NY. My wife and I founded a kiruv organization without any funding at all and 
indeed, we struggled terribly. We struggled not only to pay the bills but we struggled in order 
to eat. After a couple of years, the situation became so desperate that it seemed impossible to 
continue. Yet with all the young families of ba’alei teshuva dependent on us, I went to ask a 
sha’ila: should I close shop? 

My Rebbe, Rav Chaim Scheinberg, was visiting neighboring Toronto, so I traveled there 
to ask my question. As I explained my predicament and the financial difficulties I was 
encountering, the Rav looked more and more concerned. He let me finish and then said, “Reb 
Yaacov – these difficulties that are you going through – is it the first time you are having this 
problem or has it happened before?”  

I explained to him that not only was it not the first time but that it was an ongoing 
problem.  

“So what has happened in the past when you had this problem?” he asked.  

“I don’t know, Rebbe, somehow it has worked out.”  

He then looked me piercingly in the eye and said, “So how many times does this have to 
happen before you understand that Hashem WILL take care of this for you?!” I knew what I 
had to do. 

If I fill my life with chessed, Hashem will surround me with chessed, and so it is with 
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every aspect of my life. If I know I can make a difference, I can become a leader. If I know I 
can make a contribution, I can become a scholar and a teacher. To the extent that I act with 
confidence in my relationship with Hashem, I will succeed. 

I remember once standing in line for a few hours to receive a dollar bill from the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe. When I finally came to face with the Rebbe, I asked if he thought I had the 
ability to take upon myself a huge community project. His words to me were (in Yiddish), 
“Tracht gut un es vet zain gut!” Think positive and it will happen. To the degree I followed his 
advice I was successful. 

There are so many things about the Megilla that are back to front and upside down. 
Here is one of them: King Achashveirosh partially acquiesced to Esther’s request. He 
explained that he couldn’t withdraw his edict to destroy the Jews because “an edict which is 
written in the king’s name and sealed with the royal signet may not be revoked”. The best he 
could do was to allow Mordechai to dictate a new edict stating that the “king had permitted 
the Jews of every city to defend themselves; to destroy, slay and exterminate every armed 
force for one day”. Thanks a lot! All that and we are allowed to fight back! Can’t we always try 
to fight back? The next thing that happens in the story is: “For the Jews there was light and 
gladness and joy and honor”. Didn’t we jump the gun? Not only had we not yet won the war, 
but we hadn’t even started it yet!  

But Mordechai knew the secret – he knew how to win the war. He took off his sackcloth 
and put on “royal apparel of turquoise and white with a large gold crown and a robe of fine 
linen and purple; and the city of Shushan was cheerful and glad!” 

We did not have the simcha of Purim because we won the war – we won the war 
because we had the simcha of Purim. When our moods turned upside down, so did our 
situation! When Adar comes, we increase in simcha! Let us be confident in our relationship 
with Hashem once again and Venehafoch Hu! Everything, please G-d, will turn around. The 
cycle of violence will stop and the communities of Eretz Yisrael will once again be full of joy. 
Layehudim! 

� � � � � � � 

Credit: Rav Tal Zwecker 

ADAR AND SIMCHA 

The Rema concludes Hilchos Purim with the phrase: Tov lev mishte tomid – “A good 
heart is always glad.” The holy Rizhiner points out in the name of Chazal that Mishenichnas 
Adar Marbin Besimcha – “when the month of Adar commences we increase simcha.” Note, 
said the Rizhiner, that Chazal do not say that you must be joyful; rather they say you should 
increase your simcha! This implies that you are already happy, already besimcha – and you 
just need to add more! Chazal are not asking us to adopt a new emotion in Adar that we do 
not have all year long; rather, we need to be besimcha all year long and simply increase the 
simcha in Adar! 

There are those who note that in a leap year, such as this year, we have an extra Adar. 
We thus have sixty days of simcha – and this is mevatel beshishim – nullifies in sixty all forms 
of sadness and depression. 

In Zhidachov, the minhag is to not recite tachanun at all during Adar. Once, the 
Yeshuos Yaakov met Rav Eizikel of Zhidachov and asked him to explain the minhag, based on 
peshat rather than Chassidus. The Zhidachover told him that it was a meforash pasuk – an 
explicit verse.  
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“Which one?” asked the Yeshuos Yaakov.  

Replied the Zhidachover, “It says, ‘The month that was transformed from distress and 
sadness into joy and from mourning into a Yom Tov.’ The month, not the day, became a Yom 
Tov!” 

� � � 

THE CRACOWER PIAK 

Siach Sarfei Kodesh relates that every year Rav Avrohom of Sochatchov would tell over 
the following story about the Cracower Piak: 

There was a simple, boorish drunkard in Cracow, whom everyone nicknamed the 
Cracower Piak. He had the singular custom that he would drink his fill and become drunk two 
weeks before Purim and two weeks afterward. Thus he was shikker all Adar long, every year! 

Rav Avrohom then related that the piak used to explain this strange minhag as follows: 
What did Haman think – that he could succeed in killing all the Yidden in one day? Maybe 
some of them would hide in caves and cisterns and he would not succeed in catching them all! 
He should have chosen the entire month of Adar – not just one day!  

Rav Avrohom used to say that this is a shver kasha – (a difficult question), and in the 
name of the piak he answered, “This is what Haman was trying to do – to be even more 
wicked! He thought to himself that maybe, just maybe, he would not succeed in killing all the 
Jews (as in the end of course was true, Boruch Hashem), and then the opposite would 
happen: those Jews would come and create a Yom Tov. But because he chose only one day, 
they will only have a Yom Tov for one day!”  

Had Haman established the entire month, the whole month would have become a Yom 
Tov. Haman did not want us to celebrate an entire month as a Yom Tov and rejoice all month 
long. “But I got his number!” said the piak. “I know that wicked Haman’s true intentions – he 
wanted to reduce our simcha; he wanted to force us to have only one day! But I know the truth 
– the simcha needs to be all month long! That is why I drink two weeks before and two weeks 
after Purim!” 

Obviously, concluded Rav Biderman, we are not going to adopt the minhagim of the 
Cracower Piak! But the point is that we need to know the enormous significance of simcha 
throughout Chodesh Adar! 

� � � 

Y  SEGULOS YISRAEL Z 

TOGETHERNESS AND BROTHERHOOD 

“On the contrary, place in our hearts the ability to see only the good in our friends and 
not their short-comings! May we speak to each other in a way that is straight and desirable in 
Your eyes. May there be no hatred between friends, Heaven forbid.” From the Rebbe 
Elimelech's Tefilla Kodem HaTefilla – the Prayer before Praying. 

On the theme of achdus (unity), we present you with a segula for parnossa and all 
matters as a promise from the Gerrer Rebbe, the Imrei Emes: 

I have a request to ask of you all, that, to me, is equal to many requests, and I have a 
promise to make to you, be’ezras Hashem, that if you fulfill my request I will owe you a 
tremendous favor and debt of gratitude as much as Hashem grants me the ability to fulfill 
here now and in the future, and similarly to all those who help in fulfilling this request and in 
actualizing it. 
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I am distressed if I need to embarrass anyone or shame them publicly, but there is 
great need for me to reveal the following shortcoming, because you are found wanting and 
lacking in this, and it is love, peace, brotherhood and fraternity among yourselves. There is 
strife and a divergence of opinion, and this machlokes is a bad thing. Rather, there should be 
peace and truth among you. Help each other, whether in physical or spiritual matters, and you 
will thereby have the strength to stand at the breach, concerning all matters of Yiddishkeit. 
Everything depends on achdus – togetherness! I have no doubt that in this merit Hashem will 
help you generally in all matters, and specifically in parnassa. 

This is my request to all of you, young and old, great and small.  

Your friend who asks you all to fully fulfill his request.  

(Osef Michtovim, Michtav 7) 

� � � 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). The 
method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of Erev 
Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized for a 
connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. Some say 
the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day that a 
relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and people would 
like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only true on a yahrzeit but 
on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a tefilla. 
Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the Ottoman Empire at 
the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

�ֵ _______ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת �מַ ְ� י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ �/ ַ�ת 
ד כבד מוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל &ָ ' עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ &ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ $ הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ "צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ  _______ 

 ַהטוֹב ַמֲע0ֶה ָ/ל �ְבָרצוֹ� ְ�ַרֲחִמי. ֶ�ְ ַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא+ֵהי ֶא+ֵקינ� ‘ה י(נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ 
י יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ ל לִ /ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע0ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי��ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עו0ֶֹה ֶ�"ִני

י ִה יְ . _______יק ִד צַ / י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל �ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ � חַ ר� �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ �, לאֵ ָר 0ְ יִ  (ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ לִ 
 .י.יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר�. צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ�פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ  � ֶ� צוֹ ָר 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 
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3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachin

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 25th of Adar I ~ Begins Friday Night

� Rav Avrohom Gershon Ashkenazi (Kitover)

1761). His father, Efraim, was a 

Poland. In 1747, he moved to 

do so), living first in Chevron and then in Yerushalayim, (5521/1761);

� Rav Menachem Mendel Hager

published a monthly journal, Degel HaTorah

� Rav Yisrael Yaakov Fischer (1925

Yerushalayim. Rav Fischer was born in Yerushalayim on the 21

Yisrael Yaakov Dehaan was killed in what many said was the first political assassination in 

modern Israeli history. Dehaan changed his lifestyle and became a 

Aharon Fischer named his newborn son Yisrael Yaakov after him. Rav Aharon’s father was Rav 

Shlomo, Av Bais Din of Karlsburg, Hungary, and 

Lachmi. Rav Yisrael Yaakov learned at 

became his chavrusa. In 1961, he was appointed 

1975 he joined its Bais Din. In 1963, he was appointed 

position he kept for forty years, (5763/2003);

� Rebbetzin Zahava Braunstein

� 26th of Adar I ~ Begins 
� Rav Eli (Eliyohu) Chaim Carlebach

Shlomo Carlebach, (5750/1990);

� Sora Schenirer, mother of the 

� Rav Eliezer Lippa, the son of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, and 

LaTzaddik, (5573/1813); 

� Rav Avrohom Chaim Brim of Yerushalayim, (5762/2002).

� 27th of Adar I ~ Begins Sund
� Tzidkiyohu, last king of Yehuda, 

says 396 BCE; Hamodia 2006 says 380 BCE];

� Rav Yosef Shaul ben Aryeh Leibush 

was married at the age of sixteen to Rebbetzin Sara Eidel, daughter of Rav Yitzchok Aharon 

Ittinge of Lvov, and granddaughter of Rav Mordechai Zev Orenstein, the 

uncle was Rav Yaakov Orenstein, the 

his brother-in-law, Rav Mordechai Zev Ittinge, and together they authored several 

including Meforshei HaYom and 

Vayakhel / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK FOLLOWING PARSHAS VAYAKHEL

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Adar 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Friday Night (Mar 4th) 

Rav Avrohom Gershon Ashkenazi (Kitover), brother-in-law of the Ba’al

1761). His father, Efraim, was a Rav and Av Bais Din in one of the four Botei Din

Poland. In 1747, he moved to Eretz Yisrael (becoming the first of the talmidim

do so), living first in Chevron and then in Yerushalayim, (5521/1761); 

Rav Menachem Mendel Hager, (1885–1941). Rebbe of Vizhnitz for fourteen years. He 

Degel HaTorah, (5701/1941); 

(1925–2003), head of the Eida HaChareidis Rabbinical Court in 

Yerushalayim. Rav Fischer was born in Yerushalayim on the 21st of Tammuz

Yisrael Yaakov Dehaan was killed in what many said was the first political assassination in 

i history. Dehaan changed his lifestyle and became a chareidi

Aharon Fischer named his newborn son Yisrael Yaakov after him. Rav Aharon’s father was Rav 

of Karlsburg, Hungary, and mechaber of Neiros Shlomo

. Rav Yisrael Yaakov learned at Eitz Chaim under Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer, who 

. In 1961, he was appointed moreh horo’a in the Eida HaChareidis

. In 1963, he was appointed Rav of the Zichron Moshe shul

position he kept for forty years, (5763/2003); 

Rebbetzin Zahava Braunstein, (5765/2005). 

Begins Motzai Shabbos (Mar 5th) 

Rav Eli (Eliyohu) Chaim Carlebach, Rav Citron’s father-in-law, twin brother of singer Rav 

1990); 

, mother of the Bais Yaakov movement, (5695/1935); 

, the son of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, and mechaber

of Yerushalayim, (5762/2002). 

Sunday Night (Mar 6th) 

, last king of Yehuda, niftar while in captivity in Bovel (561 BCE). [

2006 says 380 BCE]; 

Aryeh Leibush HaLevi Nathanson, (1810–1875). Born in Brezhan, he 

e age of sixteen to Rebbetzin Sara Eidel, daughter of Rav Yitzchok Aharon 

Ittinge of Lvov, and granddaughter of Rav Mordechai Zev Orenstein, the 

uncle was Rav Yaakov Orenstein, the Yeshuos Yaakov. Rav Yosef Shaul became very close to 

law, Rav Mordechai Zev Ittinge, and together they authored several 

and Mogen Giborim on Tur and Shulchon Aruch

gs. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 

 

Z 

VAYAKHEL 

www.anshe.org 

Ba’al Shem Tov (1696–

Botei Din in Brody, 

midim of the Besht to 

of Vizhnitz for fourteen years. He 

Rabbinical Court in 

Tammuz, the day that 

Yisrael Yaakov Dehaan was killed in what many said was the first political assassination in 

chareidi Jew, and Rav 

Aharon Fischer named his newborn son Yisrael Yaakov after him. Rav Aharon’s father was Rav 

Neiros Shlomo and Korboni 

under Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer, who 

Eida HaChareidis, and in 

Zichron Moshe shul, a 

law, twin brother of singer Rav 

mechaber of Orach 

while in captivity in Bovel (561 BCE). [Hamodia 2005 

1875). Born in Brezhan, he 

e age of sixteen to Rebbetzin Sara Eidel, daughter of Rav Yitzchok Aharon 

Ittinge of Lvov, and granddaughter of Rav Mordechai Zev Orenstein, the Rav of Lvov. Her 

. Rav Yosef Shaul became very close to 

law, Rav Mordechai Zev Ittinge, and together they authored several seforim, 

Shulchon Aruch, Me’iras Einayim 
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on hilchos bedikas hare’ia, and Ner Maarovi on the Yerushalmi. Many years before he became 

Rav, he founded a Yeshiva in Lvov whose purpose was to train Dayonim and Rabbonim. In 

1856, he was appointed Rav in Lvov, a position he held for almost twenty years. Sadly, his 

Rebbetzin was niftar in 1857. He married one year later but was never zocheh to have children 

with either wife. He founded a communal kitchen, and he himself would walk around town, 

collecting tzedoka from the city gevirim. For this tzedoka, he wanted to take an active role. He 

authored many seforim, including Divrei Shaul on the Haggoda, Divrei Shaul Yosef Da’as, 

Yodos Nedorim, Divrei Shaul al HaTorah, and Divrei Shaul al Aggados HaShas. But his most 

famous work is probably the Shoel Umeishiv, a five-volume collection of responsa and 

correspondence with great Rabbonim on a variety of laws and contemporary topics, an 

interesting example of which includes his lenient position to continue the custom of decorating 

the Jewish home on Shavuos with trees. The Vilna Gaon forbade it due to the Christian custom 

of Christmas trees. Yet Rav Yosef Shaul says that when he asked the non-Jews they told him the 

reason for the custom was not religious but festive. He therefore ruled that it was not against 

Jewish law for Jews to continue their age-old custom on Shavuos as well. When machine 

matzos were first introduced, Rav Yosef Shaul was one of the staunch supporters that ruled 

leniently, allowing the use of a machine over hand-baking the matzos. He even authored an 

entire leaflet, entitled Bitul Modo’a, against Rav Shlomo Kluger and his supporters, whose 

leaflet outlawing and banning machine matzos had appeared earlier the same year. 

Eventually, though, at the end of his life he changed his mind, after seeing for himself 

many of the negative consequences and compromised levels of kashrus of the machine matzos. 

Before his passing, he told his talmid, the chief Rav of Seret, that he should refrain from baking 

with a machine and that he regretted his former lenient ruling. [Hamodia 2007 states his 

yahrzeit is the 26th of Adar], (5635/1875); 

� Rav Yeshaya Schorr. His primary teacher was Rav Mordechai of Kremnitz, the son of the 

Maggid of Zlotchov. Rav Schorr’s last rabbinical post, and the one for which he is best 

remembered, was in Iasi (on the present-day border between Romania and Moldova). His best-

known sefer is Klil Tiferes on the Chumash, (5639/1879); 

� Rav Moshe Meir Rosenstein of Berditchev, (1821–1902). A Chassid of the Ruzhiner Rebbe in 

his youth, Rav Moshe Meir moved to Eretz Yisrael and settled in Tzefas in 1853, living there 

for several decades. At the end of his life, he settled in Teverya. His insights have been 

published recently in a sefer called Avodas HaLevi’im, (5662/1902); 

� Rav Shlomo Elyoshiv, (1841–1925), a great Mekubol whose vast knowledge of all aspects of 

Torah and exceptional ability to clarify complicated concepts resulted in several Kabbalistic 

works, including Derushei Olam HaTohu (“Dayah”) and Hakdomos U’She’orim 

(“HaKodosh”). More recently, the more philosophical and less Kabbalistically technical 

sections of his works were assembled into a single book called Leshem Shevo Ve’achloma, 

[some say 24th of Adar] (5686/1926); 

� Rav Moshe Neuschloss, Av Bais Din of New Square. New Square is the anglicized form of 

Skvira, a village in Ukraine, where the Skver dynasty of Chassidus had its roots. The 

community was established in 1954, when twenty Skver families moved from Williamsburg to 

a 130-acre farm north of Spring Valley, under the leadership of their Rebbe, Rav Yaakov Yosef 

Twersky. In 1961 New Square became the first village in New York State to be governed by a 

religious group. Over the years annexations have increased its size. Its population increased 78 

percent between 1990 and 2000, (5757/1997); 

� Rav Chaim Sinuani, (1898–1979). Born in Sinuan, Yemen, to Chacham Yichya, of the 
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eminent Bida family. As a youth, he left home for Jabal, to study in the Yeshiva of Rav Shlomo 

ben Yosef Tabib and Rav Dovid Ya’ish Chadad. Both Roshei Yeshiva passed away in 1919. In 

1921, at the age of only twenty-three, Rav Chaim became Rav and Av Bais Din of Sinuan. He 

and his family participated in Operation Magic Carpet in 1949. He is buried in Yehud, 

(5739/1979); 

� Rav Yisrael Bergstein, (1912–1998). Born in the Lithuanian city of Suvalk, he studied in 

Grodno under Rav Shimon Shkop and Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz from age eleven, then at age 

fourteen, under Rav Avrohom Grodzinsky and the Alter of Slabodka in Chevron. He taught at 

Chofetz Chaim in Baltimore and founded a Yeshiva in White Plains, (5758/1998). 

�  28th of Adar I ~ Begins Monday Night (Mar 7th) 

� Rav Shmuel HaLevi Klein (Kellin) of Boskowitz, mechaber of Machatzis HaShekel, a super-

commentary on the Mogen Avrohom on the Shulchon Aruch Orach Chaim, (5567/1807); 

� Rav Mordechai Chevroni, Rosh Yeshiva of Chevron, (5746/1986); 

� Rav Yechiel Michel Gutfarb, gabbai tzedoka of Yerushalayim, (5762/2002); 

� Rav Mordechai Weitsel-Rosenblatt of Lechovitz, the father of the Slonim Chassidic dynasty, 

immigrated to Chevron in 1844, (5597–5676/1837–1916). 

� 29th of Adar I ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Mar 8th) 

� Rabbeinu Yitzchok ben Rabbeinu Osher, and grandson of the Riva, was murdered al kiddush 

Hashem with numerous other Jews because of a blood libel, (4956/1196); 

� Rav Shlomo HaKohen Rabinowitz of Radomsk, first Rebbe of the Radomsk dynasty. He first 

took the position of Rav of Radomsk in 1842. He was the mechaber of Tiferes Shlomo on 

Chumash and the mo’adim, (5626/1866); 

� Rav Chaim Shmuel Birnbaum, son-in-law of Rav Akiva Eiger and mechaber of Ma’aseh 

Choshev, (5647/1887); 

� Rav Chaim Welfried of Lodz, (5702/1942); 

� Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky, (1891–1986). Born on the 21st of Adar I, in Dolhinov, he left for 

Minsk at the age of eleven. Among his friends there were the future Rav Reuven Grozovsky, 

and the young Aharon Kotler. Shortly after Pesach in 1905, Rav Yaakov and Rav Aharon 

traveled to Slobodka to learn under the supervision of the Alter of Slobodka. Rav Yaakov also 

learned in Slutzk. During World War I he took refuge in Lomza in the Yeshiva of Rav Yechiel 

Michel Gordon. On the 22nd of Sivan, 1919, he married his Rebbetzin Ita Ettel. On the 11th of 

Av 1937, he left for America. In 1945, he accepted the request of Rav Shraga Feivel 

Mendelovitz that he take up the position of Rosh Yeshiva in Mesivta Torah Voda’as, a position 

he kept for the rest of his life. His chiddushim were printed in his seforim Emes LeYaakov, on 

Torah and on Shas, (5746/1986); 

� Dr. Joseph Kaminetsky, (1911–1999). Born in Brooklyn, he attended Yeshiva Rav Chaim 

Berlin, and later Talmudical Academy High School on East Broadway. After high school, he 

became a member of the very first class of Yeshiva College, from which he graduated magna 

cum laude in 1932. He later earned his doctorate in education from Teachers College at 

Columbia University. When he began his tenure at Torah Umesorah, the National Society for 

Hebrew Day Schools, in 1946, he set as his goal that every town and city with a Jewish 

population of at least five thousand have a Jewish day school. In those days, there was only a 

handful of Yeshivos and day schools; there are now six hundred such schools with 170,000 

talmidim all over the United States. In 1980, he retired and moved to Yerushalayim, to devote 

himself to full-time learning, (5759/1999). 
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� 30th of Adar I ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Mar 9th) 

� Rav Aharon Moshe Yitzchok Greenbaum (Graanboom), Ger Tzedek, ben Rav Avrohom, 

mechaber of Zera Yitzchok, (5567/1807); 

� Rav Aharon Marcus of Cracow, mechaber of Kesses Sofer, (5676/1916). 

� 1st of Adar II ~ Begins Thursday Night (Mar 10th) 

� Rav Avrohom Ibn Ezra (1089–1164), born in Tudela during the height of Spain’s Golden Age. 

There, he established a close friendship with Rav Yehuda HaLevi. Three of his uncles were 

ministers in the royal palace. He moved to Toledo, during the benevolent rule of King Alfonso 

VI. After the king died, however, the anti-Semitic masses began to harass the Jews, so he 

headed south to Muslim Spain – to Granada, Cordova and Lucena. In 1148, the barbaric 

Almohades overran Morocco and continued into Spain. He was forced to flee to Rome, 

Provence and Rhodes (where he befriended Rabbeinu Tam and other grandsons of Rashi, as 

well as the Rosh). He traveled to Egypt and learned with the Rambam. He wrote a commentary 

on the Torah and Novi, based in large part on Hebrew grammar. He also wrote dozens of books 

on astronomy, astrology and mathematics. Some of the famous poems written by Ibn Ezra are 

Tzom’a Nafshi L’Elokim L’Kel Chai...” and Ki Esh’mera Shabbos. It is said that he determined 

through his astrology the exact date of his petira and did not deviate or despair because of this 

information, (4924/1164); 

� Rav Shabsai HaKohen Katz (Shach), mechaber of Sifsei Kohen, recognized as one of the most 

basic and authoritative commentaries on the Shulchon Aruch (1622–1663). Born in Vilna, he 

learned in Tyktizin, Cracow and Lublin. He married a great-granddaughter of the Rema. In 

1648, the communities of Russian Poland were devastated by Chmielnicki, and Rav Shabsai 

HaKohen was among the sufferers. He authored selichos in tragic memory of the events. He 

was niftar at the age of forty-one in Holleschau, Germany, having completed his commentary to 

two of the four sections of the Shulchon Aruch, Yoreh De’ah (at age twenty-four) and Choshen 

Mishpot. Among his other works are Sefer Ha’Aruch on the Tur, Poel Tzedek on the 613 

mitzvos, and Gevuros Anoshim, on cases in which a wife can legally compel her husband to 

give her a get (divorce document), (5423/1663); 

� Rav Azariya Figu (Figo) of Venice (1579–1647). Mechaber of Bina La’itim and Gidulei 

Teruma, (5407/1647); 

� Rav Emanuel Chai Riki, (1688–1743), mekubol and mechaber of Mishnas Chassidim. He 

received semicha from Rav Chaim Abulafia in Tzefas. He is buried in Zento, Italy. He wrote a 

commentary on Tehillim entitled Chozeh Tzion, and Yosher Leivov, (5503/1743); 

� Rav Yitzchok Eizik Safrin of Komarna (or Komarno). He was the mechaber of Heichal 

HaBerocha and Zohar Chai. His sons were: Rav Tzvi Hirsch Eichenstein of Zhidachov, the 

Ateres Tzvi; Rav Yissochor Berish Eichenstein of Zhidachov; Rav Moshe Eichenstein of 

Sambor; Rav Alexander Yom Tov Lipa Eichenstein; Rav Menachem Mendel Eichenstein; and 

Rav Eli Eichenstein, (5560/1800); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel of Shklov, leader of the aliya of the followers of the Vilna Gaon to 

Eretz Yisrael. This is significant because of the many minhagei Yerushalayim that were 

established by that Ashkenazi community. His leading talmid, Rav Yitzchok Eizak Chaver 

Wildmann (1789–1853), perceived that the obscurity of the kabbalistic system was a major 

factor in the flight of talmidim and thinkers from Torah to science, secular philosophy and 

atheism. In Pischei She’orim, Rav Yitzchok Eizak Chaver vindicates Kabbola against its 

detractors, showing that behind its metaphors lies the only system with the power to provide 
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satisfying answers to man’s deepest questions about the meaning and purpose of the universe, 

(5587/1827); 

� Rav Yitzchok Meir of Zinkov, son of the Apta Rav, (5615/1855); 

� Rav Boruch Halberstam of Gorlitz, (1830–1906), born in Rudnick, Poland, to the second wife 

of Rav Chaim of Sanz. At age fourteen, he married Pessel, the daughter of Rav Yekusiel Yehuda 

Teitelbaum, the Yetev Lev of Sighet. In his early thirties, he was appointed Rav of Rudnick, and 

later Rav of Gorlitz. In 1886, after his wife’s passing, he married Leah, a granddaughter of the 

Bnei Yissoschor, (5666/1906); 

� Rav Uri Yalas of Sambur, (5670/1910); 

� Rav Yosef Tzvi Kalisch of Skrenevitz, (5717/1957); 

� Rav Boruch Rosenberg, Rosh Yeshiva of Kenesses Yisrael, Slabodka, in Bnei Brak, (1924–

2004). Born in Moholiev, Russia, to Rav Gershon Chanoch Rosenberg, whose father, Rav 

Michel Yechiel Rosenberg, was one of Rav Chaim Brisker’s chavrusos. In his teens, Rav 

Boruch attended Mir, where he became close to Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz and Rav Yechezkel 

Levenstein. During World War II, Rav Boruch went to Vilna, and then to Shanghai with the 

Yeshiva. In 1950, he continued his studies in Mir Yerushalayim. The year after his chasuna, he 

accepted an invitation to be Maggid Shiur at the Slabodka Yeshiva in Bnei Brak, where he 

stayed for fifty years, (5764/2004); 

� Rav Yitzchok Isaac Eichenstein, the Kiviashder Rav of Forest Hills, Queens (1913–2004). 

Born in Kashau, Czechoslovakia, to Rav Meir, the Zhidachov Rav of Kashau. As a youth, he 

learned under the Kashauer Rav, Rav Shaul Brach. Upon his marriage, he replaced his father-

in-law (who had moved away) as Rav of Kishiavd and established a Yeshiva. He stayed for six 

years, until the Nazis arrived in 1944. The Rav was sent to Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen, 

where he lost his parents, his wife, and his three young children. Despite his nisyonos, he spent 

his time infusing others with chizuk. Following the war, he married his wife’s younger sister, 

established a Bais Din to be matir (release) hundreds of agunos (women whose husbands have 

vanished and may not remarry), and arranged for the education of many orphans. He moved to 

America and settled in Queens in 1950. In 1953, under the auspices of the Satmar Rav, he 

established the Central Rabbinical Council of the United States and Canada; 

� Rav Simcha Bunim Waldenberg, only son of Rav Eliezer Yehuda Waldenberg (the Tzitz 

Eliezer), Rav of the Ezras Torah neighborhood of Yerushalayim and of the Bais Yisrael Bais 

Medrash for over thirty years, (5697–5765/1937–2005 – Adar II).


Y HHHHIIIILLLLLLLLUUUULLLLAAAA    DDDDEEEE’’’’TTTTZZZZAAAADDDDDDDDIIIIKKKKAAAA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The holy Arizal taught: 

On the Hilula (Yahrzeit) of a Tzaddik, he alone teaches in the heavenly academy 

known as the Mesivta DeRokiya, and on that day they only study his novel Torah 

thoughts called chiddushim as well as review his good deeds and acts of chessed 

(loving-kindness). 

The Bais Yisrael of Gur said that the Shabbos preceding a yahrzeit, we have the 
ability to latch onto and grasp that Tzaddik’s force and tap into his power.
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Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Avrohom Gershon KitoverRav Avrohom Gershon KitoverRav Avrohom Gershon KitoverRav Avrohom Gershon Kitover,,,,    25252525thththth    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

The Ba’al Shem Tov once wrote a 
letter to his brother-in-law, Rav Gershon 
Kitover, who lived in the Holy Land. The 
Ba’al Shem Tov asked his brother-in-law 
how it could be that he saw Rav Gershon 
outside Eretz Yisrael on a certain Shabbos. 
Rav Gershon wrote back explaining that on 
that particular Shabbos a certain wealthy 
Jew who lived outside Eretz Yisrael had 
made a bris and had sent for Rav Gershon 
to be the mohel to perform the ceremony. 
Rav Gershon did not question how the 
Ba’al Shem Tov could possibly see Rav 
Gershon hundreds of miles away. It was 
taken for granted: the Ba’al Shem Tov was 
able to see from one end of the world to the 
other! This was, of course, all accomplished 
using the hidden light in the Torah. (Degel 
Machaneh Efraim, Bereishis) 

The Imrei Chaim Of Vizhnitz once 
related how two Chassidim of the holy 
Ba’al Shem Tov once visited his brother in 
law, Rav Gershon of Kitov, and were 
present during the time he was engaged in 
davening. As they observed his holy avoda, 
they were astounded and flabbergasted to 
see that in the middle of the silent amida, 
he dropped his small snuffbox and, 
bending down to retrieve it, opened it and 
took a pinch of snuff! Their indignation 
knew no bounds. “How dare he do such a 
thing in the middle of Shemone Esrei!” 

Their negative judgment and 
thoughts against such a pure Tzaddik 
caused a heavenly uproar and their Rebbe, 
the Ba’al Shem Tov, “saw” that a terrible 
decree was pronounced upon the two: the 
verdict was that they would not live out the 
year! 

Seeking to save them, the holy Ba’al 
Shem Tov invited them for Shavuos and 

when they stayed up all night reciting sefer 
Devorim, the Mishne Torah, as is the 
custom, the Ba’al Shem Tov “took away” 
their mochin, their spiritual vitality, and 
concentration to the point where they felt 
so dumbfounded they could barely 
understand the simple meaning of the 
pesukim! Just then, the holy Ba’al Shem 
Tov came by and offered them a pinch of 
snuff from his snuffbox. Each one took a 
pinch and “Ahh, a shmeck tabbak!” it 
revived them so much that they 
immediately felt bitter pangs of remorse 
toward Rav Gershon.  

“How we misjudged him! A pinch of 
snuff can work wonders!” they declared. 
Just then, the Ba’al Shem Tov turned to 
them with a smile. “Know that death was 
decreed upon you for your misjudgment of 
the holy Rav Gershon, but now your 
realization of the merits of his deed, as well 
as your remorse and regret, have nullified 
and canceled the decree.” And so the two 
rejoiced. 

Rav Gershon once remarked: I hope 
my entire Olam HaBa will be as pleasant as 
the Olam HaBa our Rebbe, the Ba’al Shem 
Tov, earns when he smokes his pipe!” 

 

Famous letter from Rav Yisrael Ba’al 
Shem Tov to his brother-in-law, 
Rebbe Gershon of Kitov 

On Rosh HaShana of the year 5507 
(1746 CE) I performed, by means of an 
oath, an elevation of soul, as known to you, 
and saw wondrous things I had never seen 
before. What I saw and learned there is 
impossible to convey in words, even face to 
face...I ascended from level to level until I 
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entered the chamber of the 
Moshiach, where the Moshiach learns 
Torah with all the Tanno’im and 
and Tzaddikim and also with the Seven 
Shepherds...I asked the Moshiach, “When 
will the Master come?” And he answered, 
“By this you shall know: When your 
teachings will become public and revealed 
in the world, and your wellsprings burst 
forth to the farthest extremes – that which 
I have taught you and you have 
comprehended – and they also shall be 
able to perform unifications and elevations 
as you, then all of the ‘shells’ will cease to 
exist, and there shall be a time of good will 
and salvation.” 

I stood in wonder and great distress 
as to the length of time necessary for this – 
when could this be? But from what I 
learned there – three potent practices and 
three holy Names, easy to learn and explain 
– my mind settled and I thought that 
possibly by means of these, men of my 

nature will be able to achieve levels similar 
to mine...But I was not given permission all 
my life to reveal this...But this I may inform 
you and may Hashem help you, your way 
shall ever be in the presence of Hashem 
and never leave your consciousness in the 
time of your tefilla and study. Every word 
of your lips intend to unite: for in every 
letter there are worlds, souls and divinity, 
and they ascend and connect and unite, 
and afterward the letters connect and unify 
to become a word, and (then) unify in true 
unification in divinity. Include your soul 
with them in each and every state. And all 
the worlds unify as one and ascend to 
produce an infinitely great joy and 
pleasure, as you can understand from the 
joy of groom and bride in miniature and 
physicality, how much more so in such an 
exalted level as this. Surely Hashem will be 
your aid and wherever you turn you will 
succeed and reach greater awareness. “Give 
to the wise and he will become ever wiser.” 

    

Rebbetzin Sora SchenirerRebbetzin Sora SchenirerRebbetzin Sora SchenirerRebbetzin Sora Schenirer, , , , 26262626thththth    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

 “The main goal of the Bais Yaakov 
school,” wrote Rebbetzin Sora Schenirer, 
“is to train the Jewish daughters so that 
they will serve Hashem with all their might 
and with all their hearts; so that they will 
fulfill the commandments of the Torah 
with sincere enthusiasm and will know that 
they are the children of a people whose 
existence does not depend upon a territory 
of its own, as do other nations of the world 
whose existence is predicated upon a 
territory and similar racial background. 
The Bais Yaakov ideology stresses the 
following: religion; the fight against 
assimilation; the attachment to the Yiddish 
language.”  

In the words of Rebbetzin Sora 
Schenirer: 

The Jewish people has one holy 
ideal through which, and because of 

which, it became a nation – its Torah. 
Only because the Jewish sons and 
daughters abandoned it and did not 
adhere to its precepts have they been 
exiled from their holy land, Eretz Yisrael. 
The Bais Yaakov school has as its goal the 
training of the Jewish woman to fulfill the 
commandments of the Torah and to 
educate its daughters in the Torah spirit.  

Not by the construction of beautiful 
edifices or large libraries will the fire of 
knowledge be implanted. No! Only when 
they will study the holy Torah, disseminate 
and spread it, fan its flames, open the 
Jewish eyes and warm the Jewish hearts 
with it, will the law of the Torah remain 
the law of life. And how can this happen if 
not for through intensive religious schools 
for Jewish daughters? Therefore, we must 
organize only truly Orthodox schools for 
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your daughters that will imbue them with 
the Jewish faith and will implant in their 
hearts a Jewish consciousness. 

While attending services one 
Shabbos morning at a small shul in Vienna 
near her home, Rebbetzin Sora Schenirer 
was enthused by the sermon of Rav Dr. 
Flesch of the Stumpergasse, who was 
speaking about the heroine of the Chanuka 
story, Yehudis, and called for all Jewish 
daughters to follow in her footsteps and 
become leaders among their people. The 
idea to establish a movement for the 
education of Jewish daughters was then 
conceived in her mind, for she realized how 
very little they knew about the grand and 
glorious history of their people. Until then, 
she had been groping in the dark, but 
listening to Rav Flesch, she became so 
inspired that she saw the way clear before 
her. She began to make plans for the 
fulfillment of her ambitions. She did not 
know exactly how to go about 
propagandizing her ideas, nor did she think 
it would be easy to convince the Polish 
daughters to follow her and to listen to her 
teachings. How could she, in this modern 
twentieth century, implant in the hearts of 
“modern” daughters the desire to follow old 
traditions? Yet, she knew that she wished 
to teach them old traditions only so that 
they would not bring disgrace to 
themselves, to their families, and to their 
heritage.  

So, Rebbetzin Sora Schenirer wrote 
down with painful loyalty every lesson she 
heard from Rav Flesch during her years in 
Vienna. She became his constant and most 
conscientious pupil, and she grew 
impatient to return to Cracow, to share her 
learning with her sister Jews. 

Rebbetzin Schenirer began to dream 
of establishing a school for young girls. Her 
brother suggested she consult with the 
Belzer Rebbe (Rav Yissochor Dov of Belz, 
1854–1927) at his home in Marienbad. 
When Rebbetzin Schenirer paid a visit 
there, the Rebbe uttered his immortal 

words, mazel u-v’rocho – “good fortune 
and blessing” – thus giving his sanction to 
the endeavor.  

Her first school, which eventually 
became a movement of schools, was called 
Bais Yaakov – the House of Yaakov, an 
ancient biblical term for the women of 
Yisrael. Just before the Torah was given to 
Yisrael at Har Sinai, Hashem proclaimed 
to Moshe, “So shall you say to the House of 
Yaakov, and tell to the Sons of Yisrael” 
(Shemos 19:3).  

 The classical biblical commentator, 
Rashi, cites the tradition that the “House of 
Yaakov” refers to the women. The pasuk 
mentions the “House of Yaakov” before 
mentioning “the sons of Yisrael”; thus, the 
Medrash Rabba explains, Moshe was told 
to address the women first. According to 
one explanation in the Medrash, the 
women of Yisrael merited to hear 

Hashem’s word first, since they desire to 
fulfill the mitzvos with zeal and 
enthusiasm. Rebbetzin Sora Schenirer 
sought to rekindle that zeal and enthusiasm 
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among a new generation of Jewish women.  

The Bais Yaakov movement 
expanded, and with the help of Agudas 
Yisrael, she was able to establish a 
teachers’ seminary. In one of her talks to 
the students at the new seminary, she 
spoke the following words, which gave 
them the courage to become activists for 
the spiritual renewal of our people: 

My dear daughters, you have come 
here to join in a sublime, spiritual quest. I 
know that you are young and have not had 
much experience in life. Nonetheless, I 
must call out to you, “Whoever is for 
Hashem, follow me.” None of you should 
think even for a minute, “Who am I that I 
can stand against the current that is 
washing away Judaism?” Such baseless 
thoughts are the scheme of the bad 
inclination. You may all take an example 
from me, a simple Jewish woman who 
used to be a seamstress. One day I decided 
to switch from physical to spiritual 
clothing.  

Credits: Builders by Hanoch Teller, 

www.shemayisrael.com, www.tzemachdovid.org, An orthodox 

revolution: The creation and development of the Beth Jacob 

Seminary for girls by David Kranzler, www.yadvashem.org, Sora 

Schenirer – The founder of the Bais Ya’akov educational movement 

brought a revolution in the status of women in Orthodox Judaism 

by Deborah Weissman. 

 

Rebbetzin Sora Schenirer: The 
Mother of Generations  

A seamstress in Cracow, she became 
keenly aware of the spiritual poverty of the 
growing generations of girls, so she created 
a school, and clothed the naked souls of 
generations to come, by Joseph Friedenson 
(with additions by Chaim Shapiro). 

(This article originally appeared in the 
Jewish Observer and is also available in 
book form in the ArtScroll/Mesorah 
Publications Judaiscope Series. It is 
reprinted here with permission. 

She did not lecture as insistently 

regarding devotion to her fellow’s needs, 
but her personal conduct was more 
eloquent than any lecture. Rav Binyomin 
Zusman tells:  

It was late one evening. Sora 
Schenirer came into my house, 
apologizing a thousand times. It was 
urgent, she said. She knows a young, 
married man who needs help badly, and 
here it was – two weeks before Pesach! 
Giving him charity openly would insult 
him terribly. She therefore asked me, since 
I daven next to him in shul, to slip fifty 
zlotys into his coat pocket. Fifty zlotys was 
a lot of money, but I had to fulfill her wish. 
I did exactly as she said, and I then 
watched the young man put on his coat 
after davening, place his hands into his 
pocket – and I watched his eyes light up to 
the heavens.  

No wonder she was called “the female 
version of the Chofetz Chaim”. 

When she took ill and was admitted to 
the hospital for an operation, she wrote: 
For the first time in twenty-three years I 
did not daven be’tzibbur, and did not 
spend Shabbos with my girls. 

She was only fifty-two when she 
passed away 
on the 26th of 
Adar, 5695 
(1935), but 
she enjoyed 
the great 
satisfaction 

of seeing the 
widespread 

success of 
her 

revolution 
Leshem 

Shomayim 
(for the sake 
of Heaven). 

She was not blessed with children of her 
own. And yet she was a mother. In fact, one 
could rightly say that no mother in our 
generation had as many children as she 
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did.  

When she departed this life in 1935, 
hundreds of Jewish girls walked behind her 
aron, toward the Cracow cemetery, and 
wept with heartrending cries, as one does 
for one’s own departed mother. And when 
news of her petira became known 
throughout the cities and towns of Jewish 
Poland, thousands of Jewish girls tore kria 
and sat shiva as if for a mother. The very 

same year, hundreds of young Jewish 
mothers named their new-born daughters 
Sora, after a woman, who – two decades 
earlier – was still an unknown Jewish 
seamstress, but who had since become 
Rebbetzin Sora Schenirer, the legendary 
mother of a new Torah-true generation of 
Jewish women in pre-war Eastern Europe. 

By: Zygmunt Put, Ami Magazine 


Rav Eliezer LippaRav Eliezer LippaRav Eliezer LippaRav Eliezer Lippa,,,,    22226666thththth    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

Son of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk    

Rav Eliezer Lippa, the son of the 
illustrious Rebbe Reb Elimelech of 
Lizhensk, once spent Shabbos at the court 
of the famous Rebbe Rav Pinchas of Koritz. 
After davening (prayers), as is the custom 
in Chassidic courts, Rav Pinchas held a 
tisch (a communal Shabbos meal led by the 
Rebbe). Being the son of a great Tzaddik 
(righteous person), Rav Eliezer Lippa was 
given a seat next to the Rebbe.  

At one point, Rav Eliezer Lippa, 
caught up in his own holy thoughts, sighed 
to himself, “Oy, Tatte – Oh Father (a 
reference to Hashem).” Rav Pinchas, who 
was renowned for his cutting truthfulness 
and abhorrence of lip service, overheard his 
krechtz (sigh). He turned to him and 
whispered, “Who says?” [i.e. Who says that 
you are so close to Hashem that you can 
refer to Him as your father?] Rav Eliezer 
Lippa was crushed. What hurt him the 
most, he reckoned, was that Rav Pinchas 

was absolutely right! Was he really so close 
to Hashem? Was his whole avoda (service 
of Hashem) no more than lip service?  

He returned home dejected. His 
father, Rebbe Reb Elimelech, noticed right 
away that something was amiss. He asked 
his son, and Rav Eliezer Lippa told him 
what had happened, and how broken-
hearted he felt.  

“What?!” Rebbe Reb Elimelech 
exclaimed. “And if one does not have a 
father – must he remain an orphan? The 
pasuk says: ‘She’al avicha – You have to 
borrow a father!’ [This is a play on words of 
the passage (Devorim 32:7) which reads, 
Sheal avicha veyaged’cha – “Ask your 
father, and he will tell you.” The word 
she’al, to ask, can also mean “to borrow.”] 
Sometimes, when we feel very far away, we 
have to take Hashem as our father – on 
loan.” 


Rav Eliyohu Chaim CarlebachRav Eliyohu Chaim CarlebachRav Eliyohu Chaim CarlebachRav Eliyohu Chaim Carlebach,,,,    22226666stststst    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

A Tribute to My First Rav 

Many people know of Rav Elya’s 
famous twin brother, Rav Shlomo 
Carlebach. In fact, I also found Rav Elya 
through Rav Shlomo’s reputation, but it is 
Rav Elya whom I will always consider my 

first Rav. 

Rav Elya and Rav Shlomo were born 
in Vienna in the late 1920s to a prominent 
and wealthy Rabbinic family. Their father, 
Rav Naftoli Carlebach, moved the family to 
Germany for the sake of his sons’ 
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education, but by the 1930s, they had 
immigrated to America, early enough to 
have escaped the war. Rav Naftoli 
Carlebach established a shul on West 79th 
Street in Manhattan, which is now run by 
his great-grandson, Rav Elya’s grandson, 
Rav Naftoli Citron. 

Rav Naftoli Carlebach was not 
Chassidish, but when his sons grew older, 
they became close to the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe. Rav Elya married the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe’s first cousin, Hadassa, may Hashem 
bless her with a long and healthy life. They 
had children 
and he 
established his 
own shul in 
Staten Island. 
He became an 
expert on all 
types of 
Chassidus and 
published an 
encyclopedia 
of Chassidus, 
respected in 
many different 
kehillos. I like 
to think that 
his tefillos helped bring me to my current 
point in life, a Chassidista of the Stoliner 
Rebbe. 

Rav Shlomo, who was the elder twin, 
succeeded his father as Rav of the 79th 
Street shul, but at some point, the brothers 
began to run it jointly. They used to 
alternate Shabbosos; one Shabbos would 
be led by Rav Shlomo, the next by Rav Elya, 
and when Rav Shlomo was touring, Rav 
Elya led for many weeks in a row. 
Therefore, when I went to the shul looking 
for Rav Shlomo, I met Rav Elya “by 
accident”. 

I had first heard of Rav Shlomo 
Carlebach in the East Village, of all places. 
Skipping over the details, I was a 
cosmically confused teenager, dabbling in 
leftist politics and astrology. I went to the 

shul at 79th Street, and had a memorable 
experience, but nothing that immediately 
changed my life. It wasn’t until I’d spent a 
few years in college getting even more 
cosmically confused that I finally decided 
to go check out the Carlebach shul again. 

I was surprised that Rav Shlomo 
wasn’t there, but in many ways Rav Elya 
was even more welcoming. He heartily 
invited me to the seuda, and after it, the 
Rebbetzin told me I could stay upstairs and 
read for the afternoon. Unfortunately, I 
took the subway home that afternoon, but I 
liked the experience enough that I went 
back for another Shabbos shortly 
thereafter. Rav Elya welcomed me again, 
saying he was very happy to see me. So I 
kept going back, and as I got to know him 
better, I began to espouse some of the 
views I’d picked up in college and in 
political meetings. And the fact that I could 
do so is the greatest tribute to Rav Elya. No 
matter how far I had strayed, no matter 
what outrageous view came out of my 
mouth, Rav Elya Chaim always made me 
feel welcome and loved. 

Rav Eliyohu Chaim Carlebach, may 
the memory of this Tzaddik be a blessing, 
left this world right before Shabbos, in 
March 1990. The congregation was 
gathered for Shabbos, waiting to see him, 
when they told us. That Shabbos, we sang 
his favorite songs, told over his teachings, 
and shared memories. It was a hard, but 
healing Shabbos. People broke down in 
tears at different times. I remember 
watching my own teardrops fall on the 
tablecloth while some stranger looked at 
me sympathetically. I must have been 
crying harder than I realized. 

One phrase people attributed to Rav 
Elya in their stories was, “Just be normal.” 
He had never actually said that phrase to 
me, but it succinctly summed up the 
message he had been conveying to me 
throughout the entire year of our 
acquaintance. Normalcy was a good value 
for me to strive for. It certainly wasn’t a 
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value in 
hippiedom 
or leftism, 
and after 
years of 
identification 
with both 
those 
worldviews, I 
certainly was 
not my 
normal self. 

After 
the loss of a 
dear 
authority 
figure, it is 
very common 
that the 
young and 
bereft resolve 
to follow the 
path of the deceased more devotedly. How 
else can they connect with the niftar, the 
person who left this world? The person is 
gone in body, so the connection must be on 
a purely spiritual plane. I’ve been told that 
the Tanya says that a Tzaddik 

accomplishes more in this world when he 
leaves it because then he is not encumbered 
by physicality. I don’t claim to understand 
how that works, but I think that the effect 
on the bereft that I described must be part 
of it. As Rav Shlomo used to say, “What do 
I know?” 

May Rav Elya be a meilitz yosher for 
Klal Yisrael. Oh, how I miss him! 

 

My father was a strong believer in 
everyone being master of himself. With 
Hashem guiding us, we have no excuse for 
stupidity or even depression. He believed 
that we can all reach the top. He often told 
us, “Just be smart.” And, if anyone ever 
dared to hurt my feelings, he would say to 
me, “You let that cockroach crawling on the 
floor have control over you?” 
He was a magnificent father and a terrific 
grandfather, too. Fortunately, he lived to 
see ten of the many grandchildren born. 
The stories are being relayed to the great 
grandchildren as well. 

(Sheina Carlebach Berkowitz) 


Rav Yosef Shaul NathansonRav Yosef Shaul NathansonRav Yosef Shaul NathansonRav Yosef Shaul Nathanson,,,,    22227777thththth    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

An example of Rav Yosef Shaul’s 
work from his biblical commentary Divrei 
Shaul (Second edition, end of comments to 
Koheles: 

“I heard an explanation from 
esteemed Great-Uncle Tzvi Hirsch of Berlin 
as to why in previous generations they did 
not engage in so much sharp Talmudic 
debate and logical hair-splitting known as 
pilpul, compared to our generations:  

The matter can be illustrated by the 
parable of a blind man who wanders 
through a house seeking a way out of a 
closed room. When he reaches a window, 
unable to see it, he naturally begins to feel 
it with his hands. He says to himself, 

“Surely this opening is not a door, by 
reason that doors open all the way to the 
floor and this opening does not reach the 
ground.” And then he wanders, arms 
outstretched, till he reaches another 
window and, using logical arguments, he 
reasons as to why this too is not a door and 
so on. 

However, naturally anyone who can 
see does not need logical arguments to see 
a window for what it is and to recognize a 
door from afar. The earlier generations had 
clear, sound minds. Their thinking was 
straightforward and they were able to see 
things right away. Our generation’s minds 
are clouded by darkness and uncertainty. 

The twin brothers, Eli Chaim 
and Shlomo Carlebach, rowing 
on a summer vacation in the 
Catskill Mountains, probably 
summer 1948. Courtesy of 

Hadassa Carlebach and Sheina 
Carlebach Berkowitz. 
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Our ways of thinking are crooked and 
roundabout and so we are blind. We must 
therefore resort to inference, logical 
reasoning, arguments, proofs and theories 
as to what these difficulties we encounter 
are. This reasoning and these thought 
processes force us to come up with new, 
novel interpretations and insights that 
someone who sees clearly would never 
come to.” 

The following tales shed light on Rav 
Nathanson’s legendary character:  

Rav Ben Tzion Halberstam of Bobov 
once related how Rav Yosef Shaul was 
willing to sacrifice his own safety to help a 
fellow Jew. Himself a Misnagged, an 
opponent of the Chassidic movement, Rav 
Yosef Shaul nonetheless was more than 
willing to lend a hand when a baseless libel 
landed Rav Yechiel Michel of Korima in 
trouble. He poured sweat and money into 
the operation and some well-greased palms 
allowed Rav Michel to go free.  

During that time there was a pauper 
who spent a few weeks as a guest in Rav 
Yosef Shaul’s home. As was the custom in 
those days, penniless wanderers sought 
comfort and shelter with the local Rav, 
where he received a warm bed and three 
square meals a day.  

One day, the Rav turned to his guest 
and inquired as to his stay in Lemberg 
(Lwów). “What business brings you here to 
our fair city?” asked the Rav.  

“Rav, you should know that I know 
all about your involvement with Rav 

Michel’s affair and if you don’t pay up to 
shut me up, I will go straight to the 
authorities with my information!” the guest 
spat back with such chutzpa that Rav Yosef 
Shaul was taken aback.  

Nonetheless, Rav Yosef Shaul 
quickly recovered, although unused to 
blackmail, and thundered back, “Throw 
this brazen man out of the house!” And 
when the vagrant was outside, Rav Yosef 
Shaul warned him, “We, my friend, have a 
Shulchon Aruch, and in our code of law it 
tells us how to conduct ourselves!”  

A few weeks later, the authorities 
appeared, accusing Rav Yosef Shaul of 
bribing government officials. Rav Yosef 
Shaul’s lawyer at the trial appealed to the 
judge using a logic that not even he could 
refute. “Your Honor,” claimed the lawyer, 
“my client, the esteemed Lemberger Rav, is 
a well-known Misnagged, an opponent of 
Chassidus. Now the formerly accused Rav 
Michel of Korima is a well-known 
proponent of the Chassidic movement. The 
two simply do not see eye to eye. Is this 
court really expected to believe, Your 
Honor, that my client would risk his life’s 
reputation to save one of his own 
opponents?!”  

The judge had no inkling of the self-
sacrifice that Rav Yosef Shaul had for a 
fellow Jew, even one with whom he did not 
agree. Seeing the irrefutable logic in this 
argument, the non-Jewish judge saw no 
reason to suspect Rav Yosef Shaul further 
and cleared his name, releasing him.


Rav Moshe NeuschlossRav Moshe NeuschlossRav Moshe NeuschlossRav Moshe Neuschloss,,,,    22227777thththth    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

Av Bais Din of New Square 

Rav Shaul Dovid Zimmerman was 
born in Europe to a very religious family 
about a hundred years ago. As a young man 
he learned in some of Europe’s finest 
Yeshivos. Just after World War I, Rav 
Shaul Dovid moved to the United States. At 

the time, there was discrimination against 
religious Jews who kept Shabbos, and Jews 
who were unwilling to work on Shabbos 
had to look for a new job every week, 
because they were fired on Friday 
afternoon.  
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 Unfortunately, Rav Shaul Dovid was 
unable to withstand the test and he too 
found himself working on Saturdays, in 
violation of the holy Shabbos. Little by 
little, Rav Shaul Dovid lost all of his 
traditional Judaism.  

 Some years later, after World War 
II, Rav Shaul Dovid became a taxi driver in 
the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, New 
York. It was springtime and the sky was 
overcast as Rav Shaul Dovid drove through 
the streets of 
Williamsburg in 
his taxicab. Rav 
Shaul Dovid was 
suddenly flagged 
down by a man 
who appeared to 
be a Rav. The 
Rav was 
clutching a 
small package 
under his coat as 
he gave Rav 
Shaul Dovid the 
address of his destination. The address was 
only a few blocks away, a distance that a 
healthy person would normally be able to 
walk.  

 Rav Shaul Dovid was puzzled by the 
behavior of the Rav: holding a package 
under his coat and taking a cab for a few 
blocks. As the Rav was leaving the cab, Rav 
Shaul Dovid could no longer contain his 
curiosity. He asked the Rav what he was 
doing with the small package and why he 
took such a short ride.  

“This,” explained the Rav, holding 
the small package in his hand, “is flour I 
just received from the Satmar Rebbe. I am 
planning to bake matzos. It is overcast 
outside and I am worried that it might rain. 
If this flour gets wet, I will not be able to 
use it for matzos.” Rav Shaul Dovid now 
understood the behavior of the Rav and 
suddenly remembered his learning from 
Yeshiva several years earlier.  

“Actually,” said Rav Shaul Dovid, “I 

remember a discussion of that concept in 
[the Talmudic Tractate] Pesochim.”  

 “The Talmud?!” said the Rav. “You 
know about the Talmud?” The Rav was 
very surprised that the apparently non-
religious taxi driver was familiar with the 
topic of baking matzos.  

 The two struck up a conversation 
and found out that their lives had crossed 
paths in Europe several years previously. 
Rav Shaul Dovid had spent some time at 
the Pressburg, Czechoslovakia, home of 
Rav Gavriel Neuschloss, the grandfather of 
the man now sitting in his cab, Rav Moshe 
Neuschloss, of blessed memory. The men 
discussed the past for several minutes, 
before it was time for the two to part 
company.  

As Rav Neuschloss was leaving, Rav 
Shaul Dovid told him, “You know, I have 
been considering coming back for a long 
time now. When I do come back, I will 
spend my first Shabbos with you, Rav 
Neuschloss.” Rav Shaul Dovid drove away, 
very touched by Rav Neuschloss’s warmth 
– yet for the time being, he continued to 
live a secular lifestyle.  

A couple of months later, Rav Shaul 
Dovid was driving down the street when he 
noticed religious Jews filing out of a shul. It 
was a weekday; it was not Saturday. What 
were these religious men doing wearing 
their Shabbos finest? Rav Shaul Dovid 
stopped his cab and asked one of the men 
coming out of the shul, “What’s today?”  

“Today is Shavuos,” said the man 
leaving the shul. Shavuos! Today is 
Shavuos?!  

 These words rang like an air-raid 
siren in Rav Shaul Dovid’s head. He had 
forgotten about the festival day Shavuos. 
He could not believe it. Where had his life 
taken him? He thought back to his 
conversation with Rav Neuschloss. Then, 
Rav Shaul Dovid parked his car on the 
street and walked home, vowing never to 
drive on Shabbos or Yom Tov again.  
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 The next Shabbos Rav Shaul Dovid 
spent with Rav Neuschloss. By observing 
Shabbos again, Rav Shaul Dovid rekindled 
within himself the spark of his soul. Soon 
after, he returned his life to genuine Torah 
observance. Rav Shaul Dovid passed away 
in the early 1970s and was buried in the far 
corner of the cemetery in New Square, New 
York. To this day, many people ask why 
Rav Shaul Dovid’s grave is so far away from 
the other graves. One of the reasons is that 
Rav Shaul Dovid had insisted he be buried 
on the edge of the cemetery because of the 
shame he had felt for having violated 
Shabbos for so many years.  

We can never know the effect a kind 
word can have on a fellow Jew. We can see 
from this story how Rav Shaul Dovid’s 
entire life changed because Rav Moshe 
Neuschloss was so warm and friendly. 

 

Healing Power of the Mikve 

Rav Moshe Neuschloss once visited 
a well-to-do man to solicit a donation for 
the mikve. [This is the beautiful mikve in 
the heart of Monsey that he personally 
petitioned funds for and built. He poured 
his heart, sweat and soul into this project.] 
The Rav asked the man for $25,000, but 
the latter hesitated, explaining that he 
could not donate such an amount. 

Rav Neuschloss replied that for the 
mikve, one must exert himself even if it is 
difficult, and assured the man that he 
would be amply rewarded for his 
contribution with kol melei d’meitov, with 
everything that is good. 

When the man heard this, he 
revealed that the doctors had just 
discovered that his wife had a malignancy, 
r”l, and she desperately needed a refua. If 
the Rav would give his blessing the man 
would be willing to donate the entire 
amount requested of him. He made out a 
check for $25,000, and the Rav gave him 
his berocha. 

A short while later, when the man’s 
wife went for a medical examination, the 
doctor expressed his amazement. The 
malignancy had vanished – the woman was 
completely cured! The man returned to the 
Rav, and with tears in his eyes, thanked 
him profusely for his help. The Rav, in his 
simplicity, replied modestly, “You really 
don’t have to thank me. Such is the power 
of the Mikve!” 

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky once 
remarked that if Rav Neuschloss would tell 
him that left is right – he would 
unequivocally believe him, so remarkable 
was the veneration and vast knowledge 
coupled with tremendous hasmoda that 
defined Rav Neuschloss. 

Rav Neuschloss was known to be 
very lenient with regard to fasting, 
especially for women and children. Once, 
on Tisha B’Av afternoon, he wanted to rest 
a bit, but 
before 
retiring to 
his bedroom, 
he instructed 
his 
Rebbetzin 
that if people 
called to 
inquire if 
they could 
speak to him 
because the 
fast was 
extremely 
difficult for them, she should tell them that 
they may break their fast. 

When the Rebbetzin inquired how 
he can allow her to be lenient without her 
husband listening to the person directly, he 
replied, “If a person is already calling me 
that he can’t fast anymore, then he’s 
already at breaking point and I don’t want 
him to wait until you wake me up to break 
his fast!” Such was the love that Rav 
Neuschloss had for Klal Yisrael.
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Rav Mordechai of LechovitzRav Mordechai of LechovitzRav Mordechai of LechovitzRav Mordechai of Lechovitz,,,,    22228888thththth    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

False Joy 

Rav Mordechai taught that although 
normally speaking, a falsehood is the most 
detestable of all traits, when it comes to 
simcha, a lie is permitted. We are 
permitted to act joyfully in order to 
strengthen our resolve to be happy even 
though those feelings are not really coming 
from the inner depths of truth in your 
heart. We should do so until Hashem helps 
us, and then this pretense will be 
transformed into true joy.  

 

Small Steps 

Rav Mordechai taught us that the 
Novi says, “Return to Me [says Hashem], 
and I will return to you” (Malachi 3:7). 
There was once a prince who was captured 
by a band of cutthroat thieves, and they 
took him so far away from his father, the 

king, that had he tried to walk home, it 
would take him ages to arrive. The king 
sent messengers to tell his son, the prince, 
that he was awaiting his return. 

“If you do not begin your journey,” 
he wrote, “then the king cannot draw closer 
to you either.”  

The prince had to take the first step 
and set out on the journey, even though his 
steps might have seemed small and 
insignificant, and it might have seemed 
that he was not getting anywhere. But if he 
started out, then the king would come 
toward him, taking long, powerful strides, 
and then surely they would be reunited 
very soon. 

This is what the pasuk means: 
“Return to Me,” even if it means taking 
small steps, “and I will return to you” — I 
will return with abundant mercy. (Toras 
Avos)


Rav Yaakov KamenetskyRav Yaakov KamenetskyRav Yaakov KamenetskyRav Yaakov Kamenetsky,,,,    22229999thththth    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar I    

Rav Yaakov Shows Us How To 
Respect A Jewish Wife 

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky was famed 
within his lifetime 
(1891–1986) for 
being a Tzaddik. 
Three stories about 
him involve his 
saintliness in 
marriage. 

A few years 
after his first wife 
passed away, Rav 
Yaakov (as he is 
affectionately called) felt ready to remarry. 
He was about sixty. Rav Yaakov was 
Lithuanian and followed the customs of 
Lithuanian Jewry. His second wife was 
Polish and followed the customs of her 
section of Poland. Rav Yaakov, also, had a 

private custom of never eating dairy on 
Fridays. He said he had no idea why, but 
not eating milchigs (dairy foods) Fridays 
was a custom in his father’s family. He was 
confident that it had a holy basis and he 
observed it uncompromisingly. 

He married his second wife shortly 
before the holiday of Shavuos, when it is 
customary to eat dairy. As it turned out, 
Shavuos that year came out on Friday. His 
wife’s custom for the first day of Shavuos 
was to prepare a lavish dairy kiddush, and 
then serve a traditional meat meal after the 
kiddush. They had been married such a 
short time that they could not possibly have 
learned all of each other’s customs. The 
Rebbetzin thought that she would please 
her husband by preparing a generous dairy 
kiddush featuring that Shavuos favorite: 
cheesecake!  
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Milchigs on a Friday! 

Rav Kamenetsky came home from 
shul with a gathering of guests, all Yeshiva 
scholars. When he walked in, his bride was 
proud as a peacock. She honored Yom Tov 
as if for a king. The house was nearly 
wallpapered in cheesecake! She had 
evidently spent time buying, baking and 
preparing a royal spread. It was obvious 
that her intentions had been extremely 
selfless and noble. Inside, Rav Yaakov was 
aghast. While he knew he had to express 
delighted and appreciative surprise to his 
Rebbetzin, he was in a real dilemma. He 
had a vow never to eat dairy on Friday. He 
also had a vow to keep a wife happy. Not 
eating the milchigs would break her heart. 
Eating, and thus breaking the vow never to 
eat dairy on Friday, was not an option. 

She said that she had to go into the 
kitchen to make some last-minute 
arrangements. This gave him a moment to 
think. He turned to the three among his 
guests who were the greatest scholars. He 
explained the dilemma. “You three are 
Torah scholars. You can form a Bais Din 
[court]. You will do hatoras nedorim [the 
Torah court procedure for canceling vows, 
which may only be done under certain 
conditions – fortunately, this case 
contained an allowable condition – ask 
your local Orthodox Rav if you have 
practical questions]. They finished the vow-
canceling ceremony just in time. He ate his 
wife’s cheesecake. 

The second story about Rav Yaakov 
tells of him coming to a dinner sponsored 
by a major Torah organization. He was 
with Rav Schneur Kotler, the late Rosh 
Yeshiva of the prominent Lakewood 
Yeshiva; both were exceptionally humble 
men. 

Both of these distinguished Torah 
giants were about to come in the main 
entrance of the banquet hall. Rav Schneur 
said, “Let us not go in this way. I know of a 
back entrance. If we come in this way, 
everyone will stand up to give us honor. Let 

us not impose on an entire crowd.” 

To his astonishment, Rav Yaakov 
said insistently, and surprisingly out of 
character, “Let us enter specifically through 
this main door.” 

“But why?” said Rav Schneur, in 
amazement at his friend who was world-
famous for humility. 

“Our wives are in there,” Rav Yaakov 
replied. “When the entire crowd stands, 
this gives honor to our wives.” 

Once Rav Yaakov, who lived in 
Monsey, was in New York City for a simcha. 
A young man from Monsey was asked to 
give the Tzaddik a ride home. He gladly 
agreed and eagerly introduced himself to 
the Rosh Yeshiva as his ride. Rav Yaakov 
said that he first had to inspect the car 
before he could accept the ride. He got into 
the back seat and sat for a moment. He 
then came out of the car and said he would 
accept the ride. The reason he went into the 
car first was to make sure the seat would be 
comfortable for his wife. 

(From Rav Forsy the sholom bayis website) 


In Koloshova, the family of Rav 

Binyomin Kamenetsky was not particularly 
distinguished. A Torah-observant home 
where the father worked and earned a 
respectable livelihood, things would have 
remained just the same had Heaven not 
ordained otherwise. In an interesting twist 
of fate, the father of Rav Binyomin, a 
timber-dealer and owner of a large 
flourmill, lost all his business in one night 
due to a decree of the Russian Czar. 

Thus, after the birth of their son, 
Yaakov, on the 21st of Adar, Rav Binyomin 
moved to a tiny hamlet by the name of 
Dolhinov. Rav Yaakov later pointed out 
that had it not been for this move, he would 
probably have grown up an ordinary 
businessman and would never have 
absorbed the unquenchable love of Torah 
that was prevalent in this small village. 
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Hi
s father 
would 
take him 
on Friday 
night at 
two in 
the 
morning 
to the Bais Medrash where the place 
hummed with learning as though it were 
midday. The hall was full of people 
studying Torah, each one according to his 
level: one learned a shiur on Alshich, 
another on Gemora, and yet another a 
Shiur Iyun. 

In the cheder of this village, the 
hours were long, so long that Rav Yaakov’s 
mother would pack together with his lunch 
an oil lamp to be used when darkness fell 
and the boys continued learning. 

At the age of eleven, he left home to 
learn in the Yeshiva of Minsk. After he 
passed the entry exam of the Rosh Yeshiva, 
Rav Shlomo Golovenchitz, the latter still 
doubted whether he should accept him, due 
to his youth. “You are not even bar mitzva 
yet.” 

With childish innocence, the young 
Yaakov replied, “Well, I came here to learn, 
not to be the tenth man of a minyan.” 

After a time, the Kamenetsky 
household moved to Minsk, where they 
hosted the friends of Rav Yaakov, among 
others the future Rav Grozovsky and the 
young Rav Aharon Kotler. 

Shortly after Pesach in 5665 (1905), 
Rav Yaakov and Rav Aharon traveled to 
Slobodka to learn under the supervision of 
the Alter of Slobodka. Rav Yaakov also 
learned in the Yeshivos of Slutzk, Krinik 
and Moltsh. 

During World War I, Rav Yaakov 
took refuge in Lomza in the Yeshiva of Rav 
Yechiel Michel Gordon. On the 22nd of 
Sivan, 5679 (1919), he married his 
Rebbetzin Ita Ettel, daughter of the 

Mashgiach Rav Ber Hirsch Heller, known 
in Slobodka as Der Yunger Mashgiach. 

From 5681 to 5686, he learned in a 
kollel in Slobodka that was known for its 
distinguished members and subsequently 
he accepted the Rabbinate in various 
places. 

On the 11th of Av 5697 (1937) he left 
for America. His plan was to collect money 
for the Slobodka Kollel and to cover the 
debts he had incurred from his years as 
Rav in Zitivian, but in fact his future lay in 
being the manhig hador (generation’s 
leader) and Hashgocha forced him to stay 
in America, where he was appointed Rav in 
Toronto. In 5705 (1945), he accepted the 
request of Rav Shraga Feivel Mendelovitz, 
to take up the position of Rosh Yeshiva in 
Mesivta Torah Vodaas. From there, he 
disseminated Torah for the rest of his life, 
standing as a sentry on duty for the Torah’s 
ideals. 

Rav Yaakov merited living a long 
life, his mind lucid and clear till the very 
end. His chiddushim were printed in his 
seforim Emes LeYaakov, on Torah and on 
Shas. 

On the 29th of Adar 5746 (1986), his 
pure soul left this world. As he requested, 
he was buried in Brooklyn, since he pointed 
out that most of his family lived in America 
and would not always be able to travel to 
his kever in Eretz Yisrael. From this, his 
last request, we learn yet another chapter 
of his feelings for others. 


The words of Chazal in Pirkei Avos: 

Ohev es habrios umekarvon laTorah were 
the guides and practice of Rav Yaakov 
throughout his life. Not differentiating 
between young and old, elderly and even 
little children, or those who did not live 
according to the Torah way of life, Rav 
Yaakov loved them all. 

“Loving your fellow Jew is a mitzva 
in the Torah, and in addition it is a segula 
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that if the love is given according to the 
Torah it will bring its recipients closer to 
Torah and to Hashem.” So said Rav Yaakov 
and this is how he acted. 

Rav Yaakov was once in the waiting 
room of a doctor’s surgery. Waiting 
together with him was a young Jewish boy 
from a totally non-observant home. Rav 
Yaakov took a ball and began playing with 
the child. The talmid accompanying Rav 
Yaakov was astonished, and pointed out to 
Rav Yaakov his wonder at the Rav’s 
behavior. “This child will think that a 
religious Rav sits and plays ball instead of 
learning — or at least he should talk to the 
boy, convince him to become a ba’al 
teshuva.” 

Rav Yaakov explained, “I saw that 
with this boy, it is impossible to talk about 
Yiddishkeit or mitzvos. He comes from a 
family so far removed from anything 
Jewish. I just wanted that his picture of a 
frum Jew should remain one of a pleasant 
person, so I played ball with him. Who 
knows, perhaps this impression will one 
day have an effect on him and he will come 
closer to Torah and mitzvos.” 

“Once, after my regular study 
session in my father’s home,” recounted his 
son, Rav Avrohom, “my father told me that 
a man and his daughter would soon be 
coming and requested that I remain in the 
room when he received the guests. 
Naturally, I fulfilled his request, but I was 
quite surprised, for usually when people 
came to my father I would leave the room 
and allow them to discuss matters in 
privacy. When the two of them entered, 
Rav Yaakov chatted with them, enquiring 
as to their welfare, occupation, where the 
father works, which school the daughter 
goes to, what she learns and more general 
questions. During the conversation, my 
father patted me affectionately on the 
shoulder, and introduced me. ‘This is my 
little baby, Avrohom,’ and continued the 
conversation. A few minutes later, the visit 
was over and the two of them left the 

house.” 

Rav Avrohom 
continued his story, “I 
was incredulous, 
wondering what this 
was all about. I was at 
the time nearing the 
end of my forties and 
never had I heard my 
father referring to me 
as ‘my little baby’. My 
father turned to me 
and explained, 
‘Listen, my son, to 
what took place here.’ 
He explained that this father and his 
daughter, who is the youngest of the family, 
had a wonderful relationship. He brought 
her up and educated her in the Torah way, 
and she accepted and absorbed everything 
he taught. All was fine, until one day, the 
father introduced her to a friend of his, 
saying, ‘And this is my little baby.’ Feeling 
humiliated by the expression, the daughter 
was deeply hurt and refused to talk to her 
father. The latter was broken, since he had 
not meant to degrade her and his 
expression was just one of affection for his 
youngest daughter. She, however, would 
not be reconciled, and slowly began to cut 
off all contact with her father. 

“Near 
despair, the 
father turned 
to my father, 
knowing that 
he was the 
one who 
could help. 
Indeed, my 
father felt the 
other father’s 
pain, fearing 
that the girl 
may perhaps 
even rebel against her father and her Torah 
upbringing, chas vesholom, and advised 
him to bring his daughter to his house on 



28 � Vayakhel / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

Wednesday. ‘For that is when I have a shiur 
with my youngest son, Avrohom. Tell your 
daughter you have an appointment with me 
and, if she likes, she may join you.’ The 
daughter was delighted at the privilege of 
being allowed to go to Rav Yaakov and she 
arrived together with her father. Some time 
later, the father contacted my father, 
thanking him profusely for his wise help 
and told him that as they left the house, the 
girl turned to her father. ‘I see, Daddy, that 
even Rav Yaakov called his son his baby 
even in front of strangers, although he is 
already a grandfather. Apparently, it’s an 
expression of love of a father to his child,’ 
she enthused. Peace had returned to the 
household of the man.” 

Engraved on the hearts of all his 
young talmidim are the words spoken by 
Rav Yaakov at the end of the summer 
holidays. During the long vacation, Rav 
Yaakov would travel to Camp Ohr Shraga 
and learn with the young bochurim as 
chavrusos. During these sessions of 
learning in partnership he would not allow 
any disturbance, although his “chavrusa” 
was many years younger, so that the young 
boy would not be hurt. 

When the summer days were over, 
Rav Yaakov would turn to his “chavrusos” 
and say, “Yom Kippur is soon upon us and 
it’s time to make a reckoning. When two 
people learn together it is very possible that 
one can unintentionally not treat the other 
with due respect. I therefore beg your 
mechila in case I slighted you at all in any 
way.” 

One of his talmidim retells that he 
was present when Rav Yaakov was writing 
a letter in the name of the gedolim of 
America to Rav Yechezkel Abramsky 
concerning the problem of autopsies. For 
five long minutes, Rav Yaakov sat, 
pondering how to acknowledge Rav 
Yechezkel’s Rebbetzin in the letter, who 
had been the widow of Rav Yechiel Michel 
Gordon, since this was not a private letter, 
but represented many Gedolim and Roshei 
Yeshivos. After considerable thought he 
was pleased to find the right phrase “and 
we send our brocha to all who are present 
in the shadow of Rabbeinu and his Torah,” 
implying the talmidim as well as the 
Rebbetzin. 

Rav Yaakov was relieved by this 
flash of inspiration, and he said to his 
talmid, “When the letter arrives, Rav 
Yechezkel will probably call his Rebbetzin 
and show her that she is still remembered 
in America; thus we will have the mitzva of 
gladdening the heart of an almona.” 

(Deiah veDibur/Matzav.com Newscenter) 


Rav Yaakov was once asked what he 

thought of the Satmar Rebbe’s lateness in 
davening Shacharis. He replied, “When 
you and I come to daven, we are like 
servants who have an appointed time with 
the King and can’t miss that allotted time. 
However, Rav Yoel is like a ben bayis 
(house regular/child) in the King’s house – 
he may come at will. 


Being that we just passed Purim Koton & Chodesh Adar is mazal dogim, an interesting story jumped out at me. 

Seeing the pain of so many older girls who haven’t found their match and due to society’s regretful frowning 

upon young working boys – I dare say that the following story is a great mussar haskel (lesson in wisdom).  
 

Dubno Magid Gives Mussar to the Vilna Gaon 

The Dubno Maggid was once asked by Rav Eliyohu, the Gaon of Vilna, to give him mussar. 

The Dubno Maggid refused, saying, “Who am I to give mussar to the holy Vilna Gaon?”  
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The Gaon insisted until the Magid agreed. He said something along the lines of the following: 

“You get to sit all day indoors, learning Torah and davening. What’s so difficult about that? You don’t 

have to spend time in the marketplaces with the tests of being honest in business and seeing things in 

the streets. How well would you fare there?”  

The holy Gaon broke down crying and said, “You’re right. That would be more difficult.” 

The lesson from this is that if we do spend our time in the “outside” world and pass the many 

tests that we get, we are really accomplishing a huge amount in the spiritual realm. It’s not just 

working anymore but Avodas HaKodesh.


The Ba'al Shem Tov once said, "Tefillos are only accepted when 

done b'simcha." This year we are blessed with a double dose of Mazel 

Dagim Adar. We have the wonderful opportunity to ask for all kinds of 

yeshuos these two months. 

Eric Hoffer wrote, “The hardest arithmetic to master is that which 

enables us to count our blessings.” Saying a tefilla of thanks helps us 

master that math. As such, we have attached a wonderful short tefilla of 

thanks to facilitate the opening of the Gates of Heaven for all or needs in 

a thankful way - b'simcha. 

May HaShem bless us all with an abundance of goodness 

from his vast storehouse. May we always be b'simcha!! 



 
 לרפואה שלימה     גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס

  ציפורה בת גילה  לרפואה שלימה     

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

  דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר

ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

Refuah Sheleimah  
מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה  
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 סל בת אידל סומאזי  
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה 
 צילא בת חיה שרה  

 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
   רב ראוב� אלטר מרדכי ב� מלכה
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 
 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 


