
 חג השבועות
 
One of the customs of the Yom Tov of 
Shavuos is to read Megillas Rus. In the 
second perek, we read that out of great 
deference to her mother-in-law, Rus chose 
to pick up the left behind gleanings from the 
field. Rus was an unknown and therefore 
would not suffer the same embarrassment as 
the well-known Naomi. 
Throughout the Megillah, we learn about 
many different aspects of Siyata dishmaya 
that come into play. We note that the very 
first field that Rus entered was actually the 
property of a relative. Furthermore, against 
normal practice, Boaz, the CEO of the field, 
decided to pay a visit. This of course sets up 
the famous meeting between Rus and Boaz 
which would ultimately set the course of 
history. As we learn in the conclusion of the 
Megillah, from this union would come David 
HaMelech, and ultimately Moshiach. 
There is a beautiful limud that is pointed out 
by the Malbim in these pesukim of the second 
perek which I feel can really add a lot to our 
daily lives. The possuk tells us that “viheenay-
and behold”. The Malbim comments that 
throughout the Torah, when faced with this 
word, we realize that a novelty is occurring. 
Of course, in our case, it was the visit of Boaz 
to the field at that moment. But why, asks the 
Mabim, did Boaz choose to visit at that 
moment? 
The gemara in Mesechta Brochos (63) tells us 
that on that very day, Boaz and his Beis Din 
enacted that when greeting a fellow Jew, one 
should use the name of HaShem. Their 
reasoning was because in those days, the 
society was completely corrupt. Surely the 
people davened three times a day, and they 
most probably even used the mikvah 
beforehand as well. However, it seemed that 
there was no carry over from the Beis 
Haknesses to the workplace. Daily life was 
devoid of the Ribono Shel Olam. The 
Sanhedrin concluded that if they can 
somehow bring HaShem into the workplace 
as well, the people’s conduct would surely 
change for the better. The joke of “business is 
business and Moses is Moses” would no longer 
find any meaning. 
At that moment, upon greeting the harvesters, 
Boaz called out “HaShem imachem”, to which 
they responded, Yivarechicha HaShem. This 
was indeed a chidush because until this point, 
it was considered as taking HaShem’s name in 
vain. But now this would change. Today as 
well, we have the custom of greeting others 
with the words “Shalom Aleichem”. It is well 
known that one of the names of HaShem is 
Shal-om. The response is Aleichem Shalom. 
This is in keeping with the custom of greeting 
with HaShem’s name on our lips, to bring 
HaShem into our daily lives. By greeting them 
in this manner in a workplace setting, Boaz 
was reminding them that HaShem is there as 
well. (HaShem imachem actually means that 

HaShem should be with you, i.e. even here in 
workplace.) 
A few pesukim later, we find that it was the 
time to eat. Boaz joined everyone for the 
meal. The Malbim wonders if it is the norm 
for a CEO to eat in the cafeteria of the low 
level workers. Surely, Boaz could have eaten 
in privacy, or at home, yet he seems to 
specifically want to eat with them now. What 
prompts him to do this? 
The gemara teaches us (ibid. 16) the Halacha 
that a worker is exempt from reciting the 
entire Birchas Hamazon; he is only required 
to say two brochos. The reason for this is 
because time does not belong to the 
employee. The exception to this rule is if the 
employer dines with the employee. By joining 
him, it is as if he is giving express consent for 
the employee to say the entire “bentching”. 
The Malbim suggests that the reason Boaz ate 
with the workers was specifically so that they 
would be obligated to recite the entire 
“bentching”. It seems that Mabim is basing 
this on his previous comments. Since he had 
just introduced the concept of bringing 
HaShem into the workplace, he now wants to 
follow through and have them make brochos, 
thereby creating a further awareness of 
HaShem. 
Based on our discussion, I believe we can 
apply this to the famous words of Rav Yose. 
Rav Yose commented that “if not for that day 
(shavuos), how many Yoses would be 
wandering the streets”. Rav Yose is 
attributing his success in life to the Yom Tov 
of Shavuos. He isn’t merely “some guy named 
Joe”, but the great Rav Yose. How did he 
elevate to such a level? The Yom Tov of 
Shavuos taught him to live every moment 
with the Aibishter. 
The difference between Am Yisrael and the 
rest of the world is that we have the Torah. 
We are the Am anivchar. But what good is a 
Torah that remains in the beis medrash and 
in shul? The purpose of the Torah is to mould 
us, to make us different from all the other 
nations. We are different from the others that 
roam the streets. But what sets us apart? The 
answer is what the Beis Din of Boaz enacted 
on that day. They taught us that HaShem 
needs to be constantly on our lips; a part of 
our daily lives. 
We read Megillas Rus on the same day that 
we receive the Torah, to remind us to bring 
the Torah and its life lessons to the streets. If 
not for that day, we would be no different 
than the rest of the inhabitants of this world. 
This Yom Tov, let us be zoche to accept the 
Torah into our lives and our routines. After 
all, this is what makes us different! 

`````````````````````````````````````` 
שלם ה' פעלך ותהי משכרתך שלמה מעם ה' י

   )ב:יב( סות תחת כנפיואלקי ישראל אשר באת לח

May HaShem re-pay you for what you have 
done, and may your payment be complete from 
HaShem, under whose wings you have come to 
take shelter (2:12) 
In Megillas Rus, we read about Rus’ encounter 
with Boaz. Boaz relates that it was told to him 
about her great deeds, how she treated her 
mother-in-law after the death of her husband, 
and came to an unknown land to join the 
Jewish People. Boaz proclaimed “May HaShem 
re-pay you for what you have done, and may 
your payment be complete from HaShem, 
under whose wings you have come to take 
shelter”. 
The Malbim wonders about the double 
language of our possuk. Surely, it refers to 
two actions: kindness to Naomi, her mother-
in-law, and joining Am Yisroel. But 
the loshon/language of the possuk seems to 
tell us an even more. 
The possuk uses two different words to 
describe her work; פעלך  and משכרתך. The 
Malbim beautifully explains that there is a 
difference between someone that is 
a poel/worker and a s’chir/worker. 
A poel gets a job to sew a garment. Upon 
successful completion of his task, he is paid. If 
he accidentally sews the wrong 
measurements, there is no pay day. His job is 
based on “piecemeal”. On the other hand, 
a s’chir will get paid as a hired hand; if his 
contract is for three years, whether he sews 
the correct measurements or not, he will still 
get paid. 
Boaz tells Rus: you’ve come to join Klal 
Yisroel. Aside for all the benefits of being one 
of HaShem’s children, there is an additional 
very significant benefit; the way a Yid gets 
paid. Of course there is schar mitzvos for 
a goy, however, that is only on the level of 
a poel. Upon successful completion, HaShem 
gives them reward. Failure to complete what 
they were attempting to accomplish, and they 
walk out with nothing. However, a Yid gets 
paid as a s’chir. Even if we don’t end up 
completing the job, HaShem still pays.”  אנו

 we toil and they -עמלים והם עמלים
toil, עמלים ומקבלים שכר והם עמלים ואינם  אנו

 we toil and receive our -  מקבלים שכר 
payment, but they toil and do not receive their 
payment. A Yid gets paid for effort alone, even 
without getting the job done, but not so 
the goy. Now we understand what Boaz was 
saying: ישלם ה' פעלך- whatever you have 
successfully completed whilst still a goy, i.e. 
your kindness to your mother-in-law, you 
shall get paid for. But from here on and 
in, ותהי משכרתך שלמה- you shall receive full 
payment even if you haven’t completed the 
job, because אשר באת לחסות תחת כנפיו- you 
have joined the Jewish People, so now you are 
a different type of worker. 
Regarding the possuk in parshas Yayakhel 
that states ויביאו את המשכן that they brought 
the mishkan to Moshe, the Midrash relates the 
following story. When Rav Avahu died, he 
asked to be shown his portion in the World to 
Come. Upon seeing it, he exclaimed “all this 
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for Avahu”?!? I thought that I was toiling in 
vain, and now I see that I have a great portion 
in the World to Come. 
What connection does this story have to the 
Mishkan and why was Rav Avahu surprised? 
Surely, after spending his days and his nights 
learning in Torah, he would expect a decent 
portion, yet, here he seems shocked? 
The answer is as we just saw from the 
Malbim. Rav Avahu knew that he had a great 
portion reserved for him, but when he looked 
at it, he felt it was really much greater than 
what he had earned. He noticed that he was 
being credited as well for all those times that 
he would try and learn and unsuccessfully 
come to an understanding of what the Torah 
what telling him. Until now, he had assumed 
that all that toil was for naught. But now on 
his final day, he rejoiced because he saw that 
he was being rewarded for all the efforts that 
he put in. 
When Klal Yisroel tried building the Mishkan, 
the walls kept toppling. Finally, with no other 
choice they brought the walls to Moshe. Yet, 
the possuk writes that they brought the 
Mishkan, teaching us that they received the 
credit as if they had actually built it. 
The job of a Yid is tzu tohn, nisht tzu oif tohn 
(to do but not necessarily to accomplish). It’s 
nice to have a sense of accomplishment, but 
that is not our job. We aren’t judged based on 
that. HaShem looks at our ameilus/toil and 
efforts. This was the great gain that Boaz was 
telling Rus about. 

`````````````````````````````````````` 
One of the highlights of Shavuos is the reading 
of the story of Rus. The Megilla was written 
by Shmuel HaNavi. The medrash questions 
what the purpose of this Megillah is, as it has 
no halachic ramifications. Another questions 
that we should explore is why this story is 
read on Shavuos? 
The Gemara in Yevamos (76b-77a) relates 
that Dovid volunteered to kill Golias. Shaul 
HaMelech saw how the armor that was given 
to Dovid for this occasion fit him perfectly, 
despite Dovid standing much shorter than 
Shaul. He became very nervous, thinking that 
perhaps this is sign that in the future Dovid 
will take the throne. So he asked his trusted 
general Avner ben Ner "who is this lad"? 
Avner responded that he didn't know. The 
gemara wonders that it was well known who 
Dovid was, as he was a arms bearer for Shaul. 
It was also well known that he was the son of 
Yishai who was a very famous person. Rather, 
Shaul was asking if Dovid's lineage (of shevet 
Yehuda) stems from Peretz or from Zerach. If 
he is indeed from Peretz, than he is fit to be a 
future king. 
In the middle of this conversation, Doeg 
HaAdomi weighed in and said that before 
worrying if he is worthy of royalty or not, we 
should examine if he is even worthy of being a 
part of Klal Yisroel, as he is a grandson of Rus 
the Moavite, and Moav is forbidden to enter 
the Jewish people. Avner responded very 
quickly that the gemara says that the law only 

applies to the men, and not the woman. The 
arguing went back and forth with various 
proofs, until Avner was stumped. Shaul told 
them to take the question to the Beis 
Medrash. Once again, they asked if the law 
was applicable to women as well. In the Beis 
Medrash, they responded that it was only said 
for the men, so Doeg again brought his 
various proofs, and no one was able to refute 
him. With no choice, they were ready to 
denounce Dovid and his entire lineage. 
Suddenly, Amasa ben Yeser stood up with his 
sword and said that "whoever does not listen 
to this halacha will be pierced with this 
sword- we have a tradition from Shmuel 
HaNavi that Moavi velo moavis, the law only 
applies to men." Although there were 
questions, the matter was finally laid to rest. 
Let us now turn to the earlier story of Rus. 
Ploni Almoni was eligible to marry Rus, but he 
turned her down because he was worried that 
perhaps there would be negative halachic 
ramifications on their future children. He was 
worried about Doeg's future claims. 
Understanding this concern, Boaz gathers a 
beis din of ten and reminds them that the 
halacha allows a moavis to enter the kehal, 
and therefore this is a permissible marriage. 
Once again we find the same discussion if the 
prohibition is applicable to a woman or not. 
But why was it that because of a tradition 
from Shmuel, the discussion was closed, 
weren't there good questions proving 
otherwise? The answer is that there are 
different ways to arrive at conclusions 
establishing halacha. Sometimes there can be 
a debate that goes back and forth, and the 
strongest svara (logic) will win, until the next 
even stronger svara refutes the previous.  But 
then there is something that is even more 
powerful than the strongest svara; this is 
called the mesorah/ tradition of Torah 
She'baal Peh (the Oral Law). This is based on 
Halacha leMoshe MiSinai and it is passed 
down to us. 
When Avner told Doeg that the beis din 
decided that Moavi velo moavis, Doeg had no 
problem trying to refute it. This is precisely 
what Ploni Almoni was worried would 
happen. Today it is fine, but tomorrow there 
may be a new argument. Boaz was never 
concerned because he knew that this halacha 
was not based on logic, rather it was a 
mesorah. 
Now things are starting to add up. Shmuel 
HaNavi was the one that appointed Dovid as 
the new king. To avoid any lineage questions, 
he writes Megillas Rus showing that Boaz 
himself followed this psak. How did Shmuel 
know it was right? He heard it from his rebbe 
who heard it from his all the way back to 
Moshe. 
Now we can understand why this is read 
on Shavuos. On Shavuos we received Torah 
she'bichsav and Torah she'baal peh. Were it 
not for the latter, we would not know how to 
fulfill many of the mitzvos. The Yom Tov 
of Shavuos is a celebration of the receiving of 

both. What better book is there to read to 
prove the point that we need both, and that we 
cannot exist without Torah she'baal peh. 
Without it, we question how Boaz can marry 
Rus, after all, the Torah does in fact say that a 
Moavi cannot enter the Kehal. We also 
question the legitimacy of the greatest Melech 
in the history of Klal Yisroel. Without it, Dovid 
is gone, along with the Tehillim and the song 
Dovid melech yisroel. But with Torah She'baal 
Peh, we open the gemara and we see 
that Moavi velo moavis, Dovid is saved. 
The Vilna Gaon writes on the verse in 
Tehillim 119: "Sarim ridofuni chinam, 
umidvorcha pachad libi. sas anochi al 
imrosecha k'moztei shalal rav". sarim- princes 
i.e. Shaul and Doeg were chasing after 
me, umidvorcha-from your words i.e. Torah 
She'bichsav I was scared. But I can rejoice al 
imrosecha-because of torah She'baal Peh, like 
one who finds a great treasure. Dovid 
Hamelech is attributing his entire existence to 
Torah She'baal Peh. 
It is interesting that the only Yom Tov that the 
Torah does not say an exact date for 
is Shavuos. We are told to count forty nine 
days from "the day after shaabos", and that 
day is the Yom Tov. Sunday is the day after 
shaabos, so this should mean that even if 
Pesach begins on a Sunday, we would not 
start counting the forty nine days for another 
week. In fact, the Seducees count this way. 
However, as a result of Torah She'baal Peh, 
we know that Yom Tov can also be called 
shaabos. Therefore, we start our count the 
day after Pesach. Accordingly, the source of 
when to actually observe the Yom Tov is only 
known to us through Torah She'baal Peh. 
At this auspicious moment of Kaballas 
HaTorah, let us strengthen ourselves to 
accept  more Torah Learning in our daily 
schedules, especially Torah She'baal Peh. 
There is no greater mitzvah than talmud 
torah. Each and every word that we learn 
and/or hear is another mitzvah.  I once 
calculated that a person can say 150 words in 
a minute, and 9000 words in an hour. This 
means 9000 mitzvos from one hour of 
learning Torah. Whereas if a person spends 
an hour visiting the sick, he walks away with 
just one mitzvah. Vetalmud Torah kneged 
kulam!!! 
 

Good Yom Tov,     מרדכי אפפעל 


