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The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

 גוט שבת
ms 

ֲאֶׁשר ִיְׁשְמעּון ֵאת ָּכל־ַהֻחִּקים ָהֵאֶּלה       [4:6]  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

This is the teaching that Moshe placed before the Children of Israel 

This possuk and the three preceding it seem to be somewhat out of place and do not have an obvious correlation with the 

topics that appear either before or after.  Pesukim 41 to 43 describe a much later period in time, when the people will have 

already crossed the Jordan under the leadership of Yehoshua.  Therefore, at this point, Moshe can do no more than verbally 

designate the cities of refuge as he is not geographically close to any of them and there is no accompanying physical act of 

assignment.  The obvious question is why this narrative is inserted here.  The Kli Yokor interprets the intention of the Torah 

as being to instruct us in an important fundamental.  When one has the opportunity to initiate or prepare for a mitzvah, even 

if it will only reach fruition at a much later point in time, one should not allow the moment to pass without action.  Just… page 2 

 

… who shall hear all of these decrees … 
The Torah having just told us that when we keep the mitzvos, the nations of the 
world will admire our wisdom, it is perhaps somewhat strange that the possuk then 
refers to chukim, those mitzvos that appear to have no logical motive.  Why would 
the nations respect our wisdom and apply to us the epithet of am chochom venovon 
(a wise and discerning people) for our observance of seemingly illogical mitzvos?  On 
the contrary, they would surely think of us as antiquated and eccentric.  The Ksav 
Sofer explains that if a person is considered wise and intelligent, and on one occasion 
he acts in a way that seems to make no sense, people will likely assume that his 
actions are based on deep wisdom beyond their understanding.  However, if a 
person is not very wise, then those who observe him acting in a questionable 
manner will simply dismiss him as a fool.  The modern nations of the world are 
familiar with the idea that we do not mix milk and meat and we will not eat their 
food.  They are conversant with many of our ‘strange’ traditions, such as eating 
matzah, sitting in the succah and blowing the shofar.  If we keep all the mitzvos, act 
scrupulously in business and are paradigms of impeccable character, they will 
admire us as a nation of exalted people and not seek to question our mitzvos.  
Contrastingly, if our observance of mitzvos is confined to going through the motions 
of our age-old traditions, whilst displaying immoral or unethical behaviour, then the 
other nations will look on us as an antediluvian people, who are still rooted in the 
Dark Ages.  They will consider us to be totally out of place in modern society and 
will, in turn, seek to marginalise and oppress us ח"ו (Heaven forbid). 
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He who stays awake at night … obligates his soul 

The phrase mis’chayev benafsho is suggestive of the commission of a 

serious sin, forfeiting one’s life.  Thus, it would seem to be advisable 

to avoid the activities described.  However, in common with many 

other of the mishnayos in Pirkei Ovos, the simple reading of the 

mishnah paints one picture, but deeper meanings abound and counsel 

us in the opposite direction.  The Rebbe Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk 

posits that the mishnah is in fact describing the habits of tzaddikim – 

the righteous.  ‘Night’ is frequently used in Rabbinic literature as an 

allegory for golus – exile, particularly golus edom, our current, harsh 

and lengthy exile.   The Rebbe Reb Meilech explains that a righteous 

person stays awake throughout the bitter ‘night’ of exile, constantly 

praying for the Jewish people.  The reference to travelling on the road 

alone connotes a person’s navigating the path of truth alone, modestly 

and without displaying their piety for all to see.  Further, a tzaddik 

turns his heart away from all of his personal matters, seeking only to 

reduce to nothingness the decrees against the Jewish People.  Even 

with all this self-negation and concern for others, such a righteous 

person still fears that he has committed some deadly sin.  Ever mindful 

of imperfections in his Divine service, he imagines that he has not even 

begun to truly serve G-d.  Despite propounding these lofty ideals, our 

own lowly spiritual state compared to such tzaddikim must not be a 

cause of dejection or despair, G-d forbid: such emotions are the 

undermining work of the yetzer horo.  Each of us has a personalised 

agenda set by Hashem.  Our task is constantly to seek ways of 

improving our service of, and connection to, Him.  If we make the 

effort, then Hashem will surely support us to achieve the potential that 

He knows us each to have. 

 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

This week's haftoroh is the first of seven 
consecutive haftoros that we read from Yishayo, 
dealing with the nechomo (consolation) after the 

churban (destruction of the Temple) as well as the 
ultimate geuloh (redemption).  While this week's 

haftoroh is naturally appropriate for the Shabbos after 
Tisha B'Av, there is also a strong connection to the 

parshah.  The letters of the word שמע are an acronym 
for שאו מרום עיניכם - lift your eyes to Heaven, as 

Yeshayo tells us, so that we may see who created all.  
This is the lesson of שמע.  Looking around this world, 
some things make sense to us and some do not.  Yet, 

if we look to שמים and understand that Hashem 
Elokeinu Hashem Echod, there is a Creator who 

made everything and is the cause of all 
events; that He is the only power from 

the beginning of time to the end of 
time, then all our questions 

will dissipate. 
Kadmoinim 

 

… as an elderly farmer plants and tends to new 

saplings for the benefit of his grandchildren and 

later descendants, so too Moshe was declaring the 

cities of refuge in preparation for the time in the 

future when they would actually function.  We can 

learn the same lesson from Dovid haMelech, who 

sought to accumulate a sizeable quantity of 

materials for the First Beis haMikdash, in the full 

knowledge that the great edifice would only be 

completed by his son, Shlomo haMelech.  Through 

this principle we can reinterpret possuk 44 as 

meaning that this Torah, that is this essential lesson 

in Jewish living, is that which Moshe placed before 

the people.  We are familiar with the axiom of 

mitzvoh habo'o beyodo al tachmitzeno – that one 

must never squander a mitzvah opportunity that 

presents itself.  The Kli Yokor's elucidation of our 

pesukim constructs an extension of this concept to 

include mitzvos that one will not have the 

opportunity to accomplish in full, but the benefit 

and legacy of which can be bequeathed to one's 

progeny.  With this notion in mind, may we increase 

our mitzvos in order to be zoche (merit) to the re-

establishment of the Beis haMikdash bimheiro 

beyomeinu אכי"ר. 
 

 

 

[Pirkei Ovos 3:4]             ַהֵּנעֹור ַּבַּלִיָלה ... ֲהֵרי ֶזה
 ִמְתַחֵּיב ְּבַנְפׁשֹו
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