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 פרשת ויצא 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah 

and our dear daughter, Tehilla. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל

 

 

 

  

  )י, חכ( "יצא יעקב מבאר שבע וילך חרנהו"

“Yaakov departed Beer-Sheva and 

went toward Charan” 
 

The Torah details all of the actions of our holy 

forefathers, the fathers of the world: how they 

dug wells, how Yaakov set up peeled rods in the 

troughs, etc.  These stories reveal their greatness 

and sanctity - how they purified themselves so 

much that they merited serving Hashem with all 

of their actions and movements.  It is intended to 

awaken our ears and hearts so that we too may 

purify and sanctify ourselves even while 

engaged in external and secular pursuits, so 

that we may manage to attain some aspect and 

small level of the traits of the holiness of our holy 

forefathers, as Chazal say: “When will my actions 

reach the level of those of my ancestors.”1 

 

 
) כח, י"ויצא יעקב מבאר שבע; וילך חרנה" (  

“Yaakov departed Beer-Sheva and 

went toward Charan” 
 

When a person leaves this world after 120 years, 

he leaves children behind.  Those children also 

leave children behind.  Eventually, everyone 

leaves the world to the next generation.  What is 

the point of this endless cycle?  Each generation 

is a new opportunity for the revelation of the 

Kingdom of Hashem - for each new group to 

know that everything is from Hashem.  If 

something happened to me – it is from Hashem.  

And something else happened to me – it too is 

from Hashem.  This good thing that appears to be 

“not good” – is also from Hashem.  “Thank You 

very much Hashem.”  That is the purpose of 

Creation. 

                                                           
1
)אליהו דבי תנאמתי יגיעו מעשי למעשי אבותי (   

Many people believe that the purpose of Creation 

is for them to be successful in life, for their lives 

to be good, for things to be exactly as they want 

them to be: these types of children, sons-in-laws, 

grandchildren, this kind of house or apartment, 

that sort of success – but not everything goes 

according to plan.  Sometimes, nothing goes 

according to plan.  If that is the purpose of life –

“success” – there is no one who can say he has 

fulfilled that purpose – no one is entirely 

successful in every area.    But, if the purpose is 

not this at all – then, everything is successful.  If 

we remember Hashem – we are performing 

our role here and we are fulfilling our 

purpose.  That is what Hashem wants: with all of 

our confusions, we always remember that it is all 

ultimately Hashem.  Things appear to be 

worrisome: this happened to me because of him 

and the other misfortune occurred because of 

the other person – casting all sorts of blame.  Yet, 

the whole time, we know the truth – we 

simply forget it.  Why do we forget it?  Because 

we are implanted in physical bodies, we are 

ensnared in the midst of tribulations.  We must 

constantly remind ourselves. 

 

When something negative occurs, we assume it is 

a malfunction.  It is because of a certain chain of 

events or because we failed, we erred, we are 

unsuccessful, we brought this upon ourselves, 

someone else did this to us, it was plain bad luck 

– each person has his own constrictions and 

challenges and each person’s difficulties are 



pg. 2  ויצא פרשת  

 

entire different than everyone else’s.  Even	when	

we	 cry	 out	 to	 Hashem,	 it	 is	 usually	 not	

genuine	because	 the	bitterness	 that	we	hold	

onto	 inside	 prevents	 us	 from	 emitting	 an	

authentic	scream.	  We	do	not	realize	that	the	

scream	 itself	 is	 the	 objective	 of	 the	 entire	

agenda.  It is all for the purpose of bringing us to 

the point of an honest yell.  We must be inspired 

to remember Hashem.  We must realize that all of 

the blows that we received were to prompt us to 

raise our eyes Heavenward. 

 

We forget, we become confused – but we possess 

a Divine element from above - a piece that is 

clean and pure.  Every	Jew	has	this	Divinity	–	it	

is	 merely	 in	 exile.	 	 The	 exile	 of	 the	 physical	

body.	 	 But, there is no surrender, there is no 

concession.  The	soul	 that	is	 found	within	the	

body	 does	 not	 yield.  It finds itself in its own 

prison but it never gives in, it constantly wants to 

raise its head, like a person who is about to 

drown and tenaciously struggles to keep his head 

above water.  When we make these efforts, one 

more time, refusing to despair: “Hashem, I love 

You.  Hashem, I am here.  Hashem, thank You.  

Hashem, I know that I must thank You, in every 

situation, I must praise You.”  Every	small	effort	

is	 indescribable:	 the	 levels	 that	 we	 attain,	

how	 much	 we	 escape	 materialism,	 how	 we	

suddenly	perceive	 life	differently,	how	things	

abruptly	stop	bothering	us,	how	quickly	what	

was	 upsetting	 us	 no	 longer	 does,	 how	 we	

begin	 to	 feel	 how	 worthwhile	 life	 is,	 “how	

connected	 we	 are	 to	 You.”  It is beyond 

depiction.2 

 

Yaakov Avinu fled Esau, who wanted to kill him.  

After 14 years of incessant learning Torah, day 

and night, he left the house of holiness and 

turned towards Haran (חרן), a place of wrath 

 ,and harsh judgments.  He is on the run (חרון אף)

in mortal danger, away from his home, away from 

his yeshiva, headed into a world of fraudsters 

and: behold “the sun had set” 3 and he was 

surrounded by wild beasts – a terrifying 

concealment.  Yet, precisely from the midst of 

                                                           
2
 באור פני מלך 

3
ן שם כי בא השמש (כח, יא)ויל   

that difficulty, HKB”H revealed Himself to him 

and promised him amazing assurances: “Behold I 

am with you; I will guard you wherever you go, 

and I will return you to this soil; for I will not 

forsake you…”4 

 

A	 father	 never	 abandons	 his	 children.	 	 A	

father	 protects	 his	 children.	 	 A	 father	 loves	

his	children.	

 

Yaakov Avinu showed us that, even in the 

concealment, even in the darkest gloom, Hashem 

is still found: “Surely Hashem is present in this 

place.”5  At	 times,	 the	 suffering	 is	 so	

unbearable,	the	wait	is	so	long,	so	desperate.		

Sometimes,	we	 fall	 to	 such	miserable	places.		

However,	 it	is	all	 to	reveal	 to	us	that	Hashem	

is	with	us,	even	there.		Hashem	never	deserts	

us.  “And I did not know”6:  “I did not realize that, 

even in the depths of darkness – You are with 

me” - with each and every one of us, even the 

worst sinner in the world.  When Yaakov Avinu 

revealed this truth, he received tremendous 

strength, he was not broken by all that occurred 

to him in the interim: he set out on his journey 

and Elifaz, Esau’s son, pursued him to kill him.  In 

the end, he left him alive but stole all of his 

money and wealth and left him penniless.  Yet, 

Yaakov maintained his emuna.  He harbored no 

questions against Hashem, Who had promised 

him “I will guard you wherever you go.”  He knew 

that Hashem was with him.  His steadfastness 

enabled him to survive twenty years with the 

biggest charlatan, Lavan, and to extract the holy 

foremothers and the holy shevatim from the 

depths of the husks – to establish the House of 

Yaakov, which are all of the souls of the Jewish 

people.  In	 the	 midst	 of	 the	 most	 severe	

darkness,	one	thing	is	expected	of	us:	to	have	

emuna	that	Hashem	is	with	us,	to	have	emuna	

in	 the	 promise	 that	 Yaakov	 Avinu	 and	 all	 of	

his	 descendants	 received:	 “for	 I	 will	 not	

forsake	you.” 

 

                                                           
4
והנה אנכי עמך ושמרתיך בכל אשר תלך והשבתיך אל האדמה  

טו)  שם הזאת כי לא אעזבך (  
5
 אכן יש ד' במקום הזה (שם טז) 

6
 ואנכי לא ידעתי (שם) 



pg. 3  ויצא פרשת  

 

We must persistently await the Redemption, as 

we say each day, “For Your salvation we hope all 

day long and await eagerly for Redemption.”7  

Our	 emuna	 and	 bitachon	 that	 our	 salvation	

will	yet	arrive	is	so	precious	to	Hashem	that	it	

itself	brings	deliverance	closer.	

 

Often, a person feels as if he doesn’t really have 

emuna in salvation, as if he is deceiving himself, 

as if the words he utters (“things will work out, 

with G-d’s help”) are mere lip service - he is 

fooling himself and his family because inside he 

has accepted that the situation is hopeless…  The 

only way to counteract this is to strengthen 

ourselves.  We must have emuna in salvation 

even in our bleakest moments.  In	the	depths	of	

the	heart	of	every	Jew	lies	the	genuine	emuna	

in	 the	 boundless	 power	 of	 the	 Creator.  We 

must connect to it – we must have wholesome 

emuna that the Creator is All-Powerful.  When a 

person sees only good, it is not hard to have 

emuna and bitachon in Hashem.  Specifically,	

when	 HKB”H	 conceals	 the	 salvation,	 He	

expects	of	us:	“Have	bitachon	in	Me	because	I	

want	 what	 is	 best	 for	 you	 –	 for	 I	 do	 not	 do	

anything	bad	for	you	in	life.		Whatever	I	do	is	

best	for	you,	even	if	you	have	not	yet	merited	

to	see	the	great	benefit	that	 is	hidden	in	 this	

concealment.” 

 

An unlearned person once asked the holy Baal 

Shem Tov what path he could follow to gain both 

this and the next worlds.  The tzaddik responded: 

“Accept	upon	yourself	to	be	incessantly	happy	

with	 your	 lot	 and	 satisfied	 with	 Hashem’s	

conduct	 with	 you	 in	 all	 matters.”	 	 So	 often,	

exactly	 when	 we	 think	 this	 is	 the	 end	 –	 the	

redemption	begins.	 	Allow	HKB”H	to	arrange	

matters	 for	 the	 best,	 have	 bitachon	 in	 Him	

always,	 strengthen	 it	 at	 all	 costs,	 infuse	 into	

your	heart	 that	He	always	does	what	 is	 truly	

best	 –	 then,	 you	 will	 merit	 seeing	 how	

everything	was	really	for	your	very	best. 

 

Yaakov Avinu “went to sleep there because the 

sun had set.”8  What is the significance of the 

                                                           
7
 כי לישועתך קוינו כל היום ומצפים לישועה (שמונה עשרה, ספרד) 

8
 וילן שם כי בא השמש (כח, יא) 

setting sun?  Rashi explains that it set early.  But 

Yaakov was not afraid of the early onset 

darkness.  He did what he had to do – he 

davened.  “He encountered the place”9 – 

encountering = davening.10  Rochel Imeinu 

persisted in tefilla.  She wanted children.  When 

does a person implore, persist and daven and not 

relent until he is answered?  When he feels that 

he is asking for something that is literally a 

matter of life and death.  If he does not receive it 

– he has no life.  That is why Rochel said, “Give 

me children – otherwise I am dead.”11  

 

Leah too shed an ocean of tears over the news 

that she was to wed Esau.  Through the extensive 

crying and tefillos, she earned being the first to 

marry Yaakov, giving birth to the majority of the 

shevatim, having Moshiach be amongst her 

descendants and being buried with Yaakov.  All of 

this because “Leah’s eyes were tender”12 – so 

many tears in tefilla that she should not, G-d 

forbid, fall into the portion of Esau. 

 

This teaches that the suffering itself is the hoist 

and the fuel for tefillos to emerge from the 

depths of our hearts and to rip up harsh decrees 

– transforming everything to good.  We must 

never despair due to what happens to us – we	

must	remember	that	the	Creator	longs	for	our	

tefillos	 so	 that	 he	 can	 provide	 us	 with	

abundance.  When	 tefillos	 are	 recited	

genuinely	and	unreservedly,	 from	the	depths	

of	 our	 hearts,	when	 a	 person	 casts	 all	 of	 his	

burdens	 on	 the	 Creator	 of	 all	 Worlds,	 even	

when	 he	 sees	 no	 logical	 solution	 to	 his	

request	 -	 his	 tefillos	 has	 the	power	 to	pierce	

the	heavens.		Prayer	has	the	power	to	change	

and	transform	anything	from	one	extreme	to	

the	other	and	all	for	the	best.13 

 

A person prays for higher levels of spirituality, 

for holiness – but we must know that it takes 

time.  Moshe	 Rabbeinu	 became	 Moshe	

                                                           
9
מקום (שם)ויפגע ב   

10
 ברכות כו: 

11
 הבה לי בנים ואם אין מתה אנכי (ל, א) 

12
 ועיני לאה רכות (כט, יז) 

13
 שש"ק ו, שדמ 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me so that even in the moments in which I am frightened, worried, not knowing what to do, not 

knowing what will be, e.g. I forgot something important at home, I am late and the doors are locked – help me to remember 

that You are with me, that You never leave me alone – for if I would remember, things would be easier for me.  When 

something happens, some mishap – I do not remember You, Father.  I forget that even this correction is sent directly from 

You, Father and that it will end well, even if it all we see is a black screen and we cannot comprehend what happened.  Help 

me, Father, to remember You continuously.  When we do, even if the pain has not yet passed – our hearts feel calmer. 

 

Master of the World!  Do allow me to despair so quickly – even if things seem hopeless.  Help me cast away my intellect 

because when we do so - everything is possible.  Even the sea can split into two and we can pass through it.  Remind me, 

Father, that You are All-Powerful – nothing is too difficult for You.  Do not allow me to have substandard emuna: verbalizing 

that everything will be okay while feeling that all is lost.  Help me, Father, to have emuna, with all of my might, that You will 

still surprise me, gladden me – and I must never cease praising, extolling and thanking You for all of the miracles and wonders 

that You do for us. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me learn to say thank You for every small matter, for everything that seems to be automatic.  Help 

me realize that nothing is inevitable.  Everything is a gift from You, Father.  Thank You for the chair that I am sitting on.  Thank 

You for the table upon which I eat, learn or write.  Thank You for the food and the books.  Thank You that I even have a house 

and I do not have to move around.  Thank You for the joy in my heart.  Thank You that I have You and that I love You.  Endless 

gratitude.  It is all miracles and wonders.  I can fill many notebooks.  Master of the World, help me live the gratitude and to 

begin each tefilla with thanks so as to instill in my heart the concept that even when things are challenging and I want to 

change my circumstances – I know that it is all from You and for the very best. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. 
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Rabbeinu after 80 years of spiritual toil, of 

endless hisbodedus – only at the age of 80 did 

Hashem reveal Himself in the burning bush. 

 

It took R’ Akiva 24 years to become R’ Akiva and 

the Gemara tells us that he shed rivers of tears.  

We must know that it takes time and we must 

pray a great deal for each level.  If we pray – we 

progress – even if we do not see it.  No tefilla 

goes to waste.  No desire is for naught. 

 

Before we pray – we must thank.  That is the 

highest form.  That opens the gates.  When a 

person davens it does not demonstrate that he 

has emuna that everything is for the best.  He 

requests of Hashem to take him out of the 

“negative” situation, as he sees it.  He may even 

have emuna that only Hashem can help him, but 

his emuna is still lacking.  When he begins with 

gratitude, even before he begins davening for 

help – then his emuna is complete. 

Hashem performs so many miracles and 

wonders for us – but we forget about them.  We 

forget all of the favors that Hashem did and does 

for us.  We must remind ourselves relentlessly – 

even keeping a notebook to write daily accounts 

of gratitude.  We must seek methods of fortifying 

our appreciation of Hashem.  A certain Rav 

survived a dangerous surgery.  He kept his 

hospital bracelet in his tefillin bag so that each 

morning he would remember Hashem’s kindness 

towards him – just a little while earlier he could 

not daven normally and now he was back to his 

routine. 

 

We are here to recall Hashem, to draw close 

to Him, to know that He is always with us, that 

He never forsakes us – just as He promised 

Yaakov Avinu, “For I will not forsake you” – 

Hashem never forsakes a single one of us.  

Hashem never abandons a single Jew – not 

even the worst sinner.  

 


