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RAV  BRAZIL  PARSHAS  SHMOS  תשע"ו 

JEWS AMONGST THE NATIONS - MAN THINKS AND G-D LAUGHS 

Shlomo Hamelech writes in (Mishlei 19,21)  מחשבות בלב איש ועצת ה' רבות

 many thoughts are in the heart of Man however the counsel of היא תקום

Hashem will rise supreme. There is a famous Yiddish saying that I heard 

many times from my mother a”h, “A mentsch tract un Gut lacht”. Man 

thinks and Hashem laughs. We have all types of expectations, feelings of 

entitlements, planned schedules, anticipated vacations etc. Yet somehow 

many times they don’t work out the way we thought, and we become 

disappointed.  Are we so haughty to think that just because we took out the 

time to strategize, does that mean that Hashem has to make the world run 

to fit our desires. Maybe He has another plan in mind for us. After all He is 

the sole Baal Habayis and proprietor of Earth and the Cosmos. He also 

knows better than Man. Therefore a veto is set in motion and עצת ה' היא

 .תקום

Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshischa gives yet a deeper interpretation to this 

passuk. Not only does Hashem foil one’s plans if they do not align to 

Hashem’s will, He even uses one’s own plans to dissolve them. The 

gemarah Shabbos relates the story of the well known story of Yosef Mokeer 

Shabbos, the title given to the Yid who cherished the Shabbos by spending 

the little money that he possessed in its honor. He had a gentile neighbor 

who was informed one day by the local astrologer that his next door 

neighbor Yosef will soon acquire all his money. Angered at such a prospect, 

he sold all of his possessions and with the new money, he bought a very 

expensive jewel. He took the precious stone and sewed it tightly onto his 

hat which from that day on he wore 24/7. No way, he thought, was this 

despicable Jew going to get his hands on Mr. Genius’s money. One day as 

the crossed the local town bridge, a strong gust of wind blew his hat off his 

head as he helplessly watched it tumble into the water to be gobbled up by 

a large fish who quickly disappeared. That Erev Shabbos a fisherman caught 

the big fish and brought it to the market to be sold. The price was 
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expensive and no one wanted to take the prize. Someone suggested to the 

fisherman that there is a Jew called Yosef Mokeer Shabbos who honors the 

Shabbos more than anyone else in the town. He is your best bet for 

purchasing this fish. The fisherman knocked at his door and Yosef quickly 

took up the offer. As he and his family opened up the fish lekovid Shabbos, 

they were suddenly astonished to see the real hidden prize that was 

waiting for them. The newly acquired jewel allowed them to enhance their 

Shabbos even more than ever for the rest of their lives. 

Sometimes, our understanding of the Chumash and Chazal stories that we 

first heard and read during childhood, never seem to mature together with 

our bodies and minds as we grow into adults. Taking a more mature look at 

this childhood story, we will find that it is a clear testimony to Rav Simcha 

Bunim’s vort. Not only did Hashem foil the plan of the gentile neighbor, but 

it was the gentile himself who helped thwart it. 

We don’t have to look farther than the story of Yosef and his brothers to 

see this Hanhagah of Hashem. Yosef dreamed of his brothers bowing down 

to him. They did everything possible to foil the actualization of his dreams. 

Yet we find that Hashem worked the fulfillment of Yosef’s dreams through 

their very own plans to prevent it from happening. ועצת ה' היא תקום. Yosef 

rose to power only because they sold him down to Mitzrayim. Hashem took 

all their thwarting plans and strategies, and channeled them into their 

fulfillment. This is what Yosef was referring to when he told his brothers 

לטובה חשבה ואתם חשבתם עלי רעה ואלקים  (Breishis 50,20). You thought of 

plans to harm me and Hashem took your very plans and brought through 

them goodness to me and you. 

In this week’s parsha the same theme is prevalent. The Torah tells us that 

the astrologers of Pharaoh related to him that there will be born to the 

Jewish People a savior who will redeem them from bondage and take them 

out of the land but will die through water. Pharaoh then decreed that every 

child should be thrown into the river. That day Yocheved the mother of 

Moshe Rabbeinu placed Moshe in a basket in the very water that he was to 
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be drowned. Basya the daughter of Pharoah went to tovail in the water and 

retrieved the basket taking Moshe into the palace and raising him in 

royalty. Can you imagine the irony here? The redeemer of Klal Yisrael who 

was to be killed by the waters was saved by those very same waters and 

then raised in the palace of the one who made the decree in the first place. 

 Basya even called him by the name Moshe to remember .עצת ה' היא תקום

his personal salvation from these waters. 

This is what the Torah meant when it said that “Pharaoh did not know 

Yosef”. How could he have not known Yosef who redeemed Mitzrayim 

from famine? What the Torah really means is that he did not connect to the 

underlying theme of Yosef’s rise to power. Had he known the story of his 

brothers’ attempt to thwart his rise to power which was Hashem’s will, he 

would have realized that it is impossible to prevent the fulfillment of 

Hashem’s plan. In fact the more one tries to foil it, he will land up 

facilitating its fulfillment, leaving behind a trail of self destruction by his 

own hands. 

The Yom Tov of Purim teaches the same concept ונהפוך הוא. The gallows 

which Haman constructed for the purpose of ridding of Mordechai, were 

the same gallows through which he was rid of. The party in which he 

planned to tell the king to kill Mordechai was the same party in which he 

was sentenced to hanging. נצח ישראל לא ישקר. Yes, nations plan and 

strategize our demise and annihilation, yet  עצת ה' היא תקום no matter 

what.    

If we go back and take a good look of Jewish history, we will discover that 

its very origins were rooted in this passuk רבות מחשבות בלב איש and its 

outcome of עצת ה' היא תקום from the רבות מחשבות. This Hanhagah began 

with Nimrod and his holy war against Avram. This is hinted in the acronym 

of the name אברם which is רבות מחשבות בלב איש. Avram preached 

monotheism to the world which was the antithesis of the presiding 

paganism and the worship of many gods. Let us remember that up until this 

period, Hashem did not communicate at all with Avram. The historic 
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turning point for Avram and his future generations of Am Yisrael, was his 

test of mesiras nefesh. He was given the choice by Nimrod to either 

renounce his belief in Hashem or he will be thrown into the furnace. By 

choosing mesiras nefesh, Am Yisrael was founded. For subsequent his being 

thrown into the fiery furnace, he was miraculously saved by Hashem 

thereby substantiating Avram’s calling to the world to rally under the 

banner of the one G-d. It was only then that Hashem initiated His calling to 

him commanding לך לך מארצך. It was only then that Avraham merited his 

first prophetic communication with Hashem in which He handed to him the 

destiny to build a nation whose life’s mission like him would be to proclaim 

the oneness of Hashem throughout the world (Tanchumah Lech Lecha).  

Here too, we find Nimrod’s attempt to smother the fires of emunah with a 

public display of throwing its single founder and believer in the furnace 

backfiring and proving just the opposite. Thank you, Mr. Nimrod for being 

the great facilitator of Avram’s life mission.  'רבות מחשבות בלב איש ועצת ה

 .עצת ה' emanates the רבות מחשבות  From the היא תקום 

In Vayikrah (26,12) והתהלכתי בתוככם והייתי לכם לאלקים ואתם תהיו לי לעם I 

will walk within your midst and I will be to you Elokim and you will be to me 

a nation. In the words תהיו לי “you will be unto me a nation” lays the 

promise that no matter how much the peoples of the world attempt to 

destroy us, they will be unsuccessful since Hashem will foil their plans. This 

is alluded to in the acronym of  תהיו which spells  ועצת יהו' היא תקום  

backwards. 

Now let us take this Hanhagas Hashem which we discussed and incorporate 

it into our personal lives. The Torah commands כל ואהבת את ה' אלקיך ב

 Every Yid is obligated to love Hashem with all his heart. Chazal .לבבך

explain this mitzvah to mean to love Hashem even with one’s yetzer harah. 

The purpose of the yetzer harah is to lure man into doing the opposite of 

Hashem’s will. Man’s bechirah is to channel even his yetzer hara into the 

service of Hashem. For instance, loving Hashem means taking the middah 

of jealousy for one’s neighbor’s cars and house, and channeling it into being 
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jealous of his higher level of spirituality, his middos tovos, his chesed and 

tzadakah etc. Taking the force that removes you from the will of Hashem 

and using itself to benefit and support the will of Hashem, mirrors the 

Hanhagah of Hashem called ועצת ה' היא תקום by utilizing the very רבות

 of the opposition as we explained above. Since we must emulate מחשבות

Hashem’s ways, we duplicate this Hanhagah of His in our personal daily 

lives by taking our negative forces and channeling and transforming them 

into positive energies for fulfilling the wishes of Hashem. This is alluded to 

in the gematriah of 'עצת יהו (with the kollel) which equals היצר הרע with 

the counting of its seven letters.  

Gut Shabbos 

Rav Brazil 

 


