
 

 

A plumber by trade, Yossi juggles a busy schedule of servicing the 
plumbing needs of the residents of Bnei Brak and as a volunteer for 
Hatzalah. Yossi has more jobs than he can handle and always seems to be 
at least one job behind schedule. Yet no matter how busy he may be, when 
his Hatzalah radio crackles to life, he drops everything and runs to his 
ambulance to help save another Jewish life.  
 One warm day, shortly after Pesach, Yossi was walking to his 
van after completing the installation of a solar water heater. He happened 
to notice an unusually thick envelope on the sidewalk. Wary that it was a 
suspicious object, Yossi was relieved that the envelope easily moved 
when a strong breeze blew. If it was that light, the envelope could not 
contain an explosive.  
 Yossi looked inside the envelope and was shocked to see a large 
wad of cash, which he found to total 300,000 shekalim! His first thought 
was to find the owner of this money. However, there was no identifying 
information on the envelope.  
 He momentarily forgot about his next appointment, to which he 
was already an hour late, but the crackling on his Hatzalah radio assured 
that he would be even later than he thought. A man had collapsed, and it 
was feared he had suffered a heart attack.  
  
Yossi stuffed the envelope of cash into his pocket as he rushed to his 

ambulance. In no time, he was at the man’s side. Shlomo was lying on his 
bedroom floor, unconscious. He got to work, while Shlomo’s wife and 
children stood huddled in the doorway praying for his recovery.  
 After vigorous treatment, Shlomo’s pulse rate increased and his 
eyes fluttered open. His condition seemed to be improving when suddenly 
Shlomo passed out again! Yossi flew into action, more massaging, more 
praying by his family in the doorway. Yossi asked if Shlomo had a heart 
condition, or if this had ever happened before. 
 Shlomo’s wife confirmed that he was healthy and he had never 
experienced anything like this. He continued to revive Shlomo, until he 
came to… and then passed out again!  
 As Yossi tried to revive him again, he called out to Shlomo’s 
wife, “Do you have any clue as to what may have brought this on?” She 
told Yossi that he did suffer a terrible shock shortly before he passed out. 
He had just returned from a business meeting and as he was taking off his 
jacket, he realized that he had lost an envelope that contained 300,000 
shekalim…  
 Yossi succeeded in reviving his patient one more time. When 
Shlomo regained consciousness, Yossi quickly informed him that the lost 
envelope was found. After Shlomo had absorbed the amazing news, Yossi 
handed the envelope to Shlomo. All of Shlomo’s vital signs then returned 
to normal. No further medical treatment was necessary.  

Hashgacha Pratis  

Avraham Avinu was the first one to 

be successful at Kiruv. However, 

how could it be that he was able to 

help so many people, but his own 

relative Lot he had to separate 

from? R’ Ruevan Karlenstein asks 

how could Avraham take Lot with 

him. Didn’t Hashem tell Avraham 

“go from your father’s house,” Lot 

was part of that house. Hashem 

was referring to the Idol Worship 

of “beis avicha”, however Lot 

being a student of Avraham 

detached himself from idol 

worship, therefore Avraham could 

let him join. However, during the 

episode between the shepherds of 

Lot and Avraham, it became clear 

that really Lot was still part of “beis 

avicha” and was part of that 

attitude that Avraham needed to 

separate from. This is why 

Avraham needed to send Lot away.   

Good Riddance  
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 פרשת לך לך  

Now is Good 

At the age of 99, Avraham Avinu was given the commandment to give himself a bris milah. 

It is well known that all of the Avos kept the Torah even before the Torah was given. 

Therefore, it seems odd that the mitzvah of bris milah should be different. Why did 

Avraham wait for a commandment from Hashem for this mitzvah more than any other 

mitzvah? 

The Maggid of Kuznetz answers that there is a concept in Shas that one who performs a 

mitzvah which he is commanded to do is greater than one who does it of his own volition. 

When Avraham did a mitzvah, he had in mind that when he would be commanded to do it 

in the future, he would then repeat the mitzvah to be able to fulfill the mitzvah in the 

greatest way possible. Since bris milah is a mitzvah that cannot be repeated, Avraham 

waited to fulfill it until he was commanded to do so. 

The Av Beis Din of Brisk gives a different answer. Bris milah is a covenant between two 

parties. Since Hashem hadn’t yet commanded Avraham to perform a bris milah, there 

weren’t two partners to enter into a bris. Only after Hashem gave the commandment could 

Avraham fulfill the mitzvah. R’ Avigdor Miller uses this idea to explain why we don’t invite 

people to attend a bris milah. “It's a custom not to invite to a Bris because they might not 

come, and to snub an invitation to a bris is a serious thing. Because a Bris is a 

demonstration that you don't find at a wedding or pidyon haben or anything else. 

A Bris is a demonstration between us and Hashem, it's a covenant between us 

and Hakadosh Baruch Hu.” 



The gemara in Brachos (7b) states that Avraham was the first person to call Hashem “Adon” my master.  R’ 

Schwab, in his sefer on the siddur, asks why the great people before Avraham (Sheis, Noach, Mesushlach) 

didn’t call Hashem by this name. He explains that there is a difference between a master and a king. A master 

has a closer relationship with his servant, and the servant knows how his master wants to served. A king has 

many officers under him and numerous servants that tend to his needs.  Avraham was the first to recognize this 

type of relationship between us and Hashem. This is how we have to approach our relationship with Hashem 

that he is our Master and, if we will serve him with the proper commitment and devotion, then hopefully he will 

give us the title servant. This is the greatest praise we can hope for, as we see from the way Hashem describes 

Moshe at the end of his life.   

 When Pharaoh becomes aware that Sarah is not just your ordinary lady, he approaches Avraham with two complaints. ‘Firstly, why didn’t you 

tell me she was your wife? Secondly, why did you tell me she was your sister?’ R’Shlomo Ganzfried, author of the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, asks 

why Pharaoh raised 2 complaints. The main problem was that Avraham should have told Pharaoh that she was his wife, it is completely 

irrelevant that she is or isn’t his sister.   

He notes that there is another instance where we have a woman hide her lineage. Esther was instructed by Mordechai not to reveal her nation or 

birth place. The reason for this was to make Achashverosh think that she was embarrassed to say where she came from and thereby he would 

refuse to take her as a queen. Similar to our situation, If Avraham tells Pharaoh that ‘she isn’t my wife’, then Pharaoh might say ‘I won’t take her 

since she probably comes from a lowly family. It would be beneath me to take her’. However, once Avraham says she is my sister this, in fact, 

gives Pharaoh more of a reason to take her since he knows that she comes from good family. This is why Pharaoh complains to Avraham, “Why 

didn’t you tell me she was your wife, and why did you tell me that she was your sister”. 

 Make it Count 

  The Gemara in Brachos states that anyone who calls Avraham-Avram- has transgressed a positive commandment, as the 

pasuk (17, 5) clearly states that “no longer will you be called Avram, it should be your name is Avraham.” The name Avram-  

" is a mnemonic for the wordsאברם  .ר"בות "מ"חשבות "ב"לב "א"יש The Shelah writes that if one wants to work on  bitachon 

on a daily basis, he should infuse every action with Faith. If one would think before he does anything that “the success or 

lack thereof is completely dependent on Hashem, its all אם ירצה השם ”,   this would infuse Hashem into everything we do. 

This idea  sheds light onto the addition of the letter “ה “ in to Avraham’s name.  At first it was ר"בות "מ"חשבות " -  אברם

ב"לב "א"יש,"  but then Hashem added a "ה" ה spelled out is the letters  הי"א which is a mnemonic for “ .שם“ה”רצה “י“ ם“א  
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Two for the Price of One  

 My Master 


