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 In this week’s parsha the Torah tells us (Beraishis, 21:33) that Avraham established an 

“Aishel” in the city of Be’er Sheva. Rashi cites an argument on how to translate Aishel. Some say 

it was an orchard, others, an inn. Regardless of the translation, all agree its purpose was to be a 

place that wayfarers could stop and grab a bite to eat. The Midrash Rabbah (Chap. 54:6) adds a 

curious thing. According to each opinion guests were presented with a choice of foods. either 

(according to the opinion it was an orchard) it was figs, grapes or pomegranates, or (if it was an 

inn) bread, meat, wine or eggs. On a simple level the point of this Midrash is to show us Avraham’s 

level of hospitality. Realizing that humans have different taste-buds he made sure there was a menu 

to satisfy any and every palate. For Avraham it was important that his guests were treated royally. 

Perhaps though, we can offer an deeper understanding. 

The Vilna Gaon is famous for explaining [according to the opinion an Aishel was an inn] Avraham 

was offering his guests three things; food, drink & a good night's sleep. This is hinted by the 

Hebrew word Aishel - אשל, of which the א is for כילהא -food, the ש is for תיהש -drink, and the ל is 

for - ינהל spending the night. Even though this is standard fare at an inn, the אמרי אהרן posits that 

Avraham had an agenda in offering these three amenities. He says Avraham was attempting to fix 

the shortcomings of three famous episodes in history. Adam, we know failed in the area of food, 

not heeding Hashem’s command prohibiting the fruit from the Tree of Knowledge. Avraham 

therefore offered his guests food as a tikkun for Adam. Noach faltered with drink by getting drunk 

and embarrassing himself. Thus, Avraham added drink to his area of hospitality. And since the 

city of Sedom did not allow overnight guests, Avraham countered with the offer of a comfortable 

bed. 

 What is a sin in another name? Tis fair to say it is the act of making poor choices. If a 

human would weigh the two sides being offered in every potential sin, namely sinning or not, 

he/she should be able to make the right choice and refrain. But us humans time & time again fail 

to choose wisely, either due to laziness, temptation or some other compromised character trait.  

 Avraham was trying to bring tikkun to the world, in preventing the repeat of previous sins. 

And he knew that the way to do so would be to train man in the art of making wise and savvy 

choices. He therefore shrewdly offered his guests to choose from a selection of different foods. 

The inherent message was a simple one. No-one ever in history has deliberately picked something 

from a restaurant menu that he/she did not like. No siree Bob, one scans the menu looking for the 

tastiest dish being offered. Similarly, Avraham was teaching, in life’s challenges the trick is to 

look at the options as a menu, with the sin being boiled broccoli, and the restraint fillet mignon. 
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