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ּדַּבֵר אֶל ּבְנֵי יִׂשְרָאֵל וְָאמַרְּתָ אֲלֵהֶם אִיׁש אֹו אִּׁשָה ּכִי יַפְלִא לִנְּדֹר נֶדֶר נָזִיר לְהַּזִיר לַה (ו, ב)

Speak to the Bnei Yisrael, and you shall say to them: A man or woman who sets himself apart 
by making a nazirite vow to abstain for the sake of Hashem.

כי יפלא: יפריש. למה נסמכה פרשת נזיר לפרשת סוטה, לומר לך שכל הרואה סוטה בקלקולה יזיר עצמו מן היין, שהוא 
מביא לידי ניאוף (רש"י שם)

Who sets himself apart: Why is the section dealing with the Nazir juxtaposed to the section 
of the wayward wife? To tell us that whoever sees a Sotah in her disgrace should vow to 
abstain from wine, for it leads to adultery. [Sotah 2a]

Rav Zalman Sorotzkin in his Oznaim LaTorah asks why it was necessary to become a Nazir 
after witnessing the Sotah in her disgrace. If, as Rashi quoting the Gemara, wine can lead to 
adulterous behavior then it would be wise and prudent to stay away from wine alone? Why 
the need to become a Nazir and forbid oneself from all grape products, not cutting one’s 
hair, and being careful not to become contaminated by a human corpse? (see the Oznaim 
LaTorah for a remarkable explanation)

Interestingly, we find many parallels between a marital relationship and the laws of which 
a Nazir must adhere to. The unraveling of a marriage typically doesn’t occur overnight but 
rather develops in a progression after months or years of neglect. The relationship between 
husband and wife must never reach the auto-pilot mode where the relationship remains in 
a slumbered state of no movement or renewal. Marriage requires constant maintenance 
with small gestures of kindness and thoughtfulness to counteract the decay that can root 
itself over time. Unlike a battery operated machine which once the batteries are replaced it 
can go unchecked until the next time the low battery alert beeps, marriage requires daily 
maintenance to operate properly as does any meaningful relationship.

The Nazir accepts it upon himself to become holy and separate himself for the sake of 
Hashem but simply separating from wine without the necessary preventive measures and 
boundaries to ensure success will likely result in failure. Therefore, the Torah prohibits all 
grape products as well as other boundaries to ensure holiness, designed to keep the nazir 
holy and from falling off course.

A nuclear energy site is equipped with extensive security measures and backup safety 
systems which provide layer upon layer of safety in the event of an emergency. Similarly, 



marriage too, needs to have a plan and one which is in place to guarantee that the 
relationship doesn’t become stale. Preventive measures in a relationship are the 
boundaries which need to be established so that the relationship is kept fresh and exciting. 
One who witnesses the degradation of the Sotah should separate himself from wine 
reminding him of the boundaries the Torah established for the Nazir which will inspire him 
to set his own boundaries and allow his marriage to flourish and thrive.

But what role do these boundaries play in a marriage and to what effect do they work to 
cultivate the relationship between husband and wife?

Perhaps the wine prohibited by the Nazir is symbolic of the building or dismantling of a 
relationship. It is the nature of wine to slowly intoxicate with every additional sip adding to 
the influence the alcohol will have on the one consuming it. A marriage too can be 
destroyed with the slow succession of disregard for a spouse, sip after sip, and then 
eventually too inebriated to repair months of neglect. The opposite is also true for the 
successful marriage which also develops in a progression, sip after sip. Great marriages 
aren’t developed overnight but require diligence and nurturing with careful planning and 
effort. A small thank you, a pleasant word, and a sign of affection will breed a healthy 
relationship and respect for one another. Thinking of one another in the midst of a hectic 
day with a short phone call or an unexpected gift to show appreciation for a spouse 
contributes to an entire life of happiness together. Witnessing the plight of the Sotah brings 
to mind the dangers of wine, both the “sip after sip” of neglect which can result in a failed 
marriage or the missed opportunities of taking the small sips or steps to enrich and 
enhance the closest human relationship possible between husband and wife.

Of course, all relationships in this world correspond to the epitome of the holiest and 
deepest relationship which an individual can develop with Hashem. This too does not take 
effect instantaneously but needs to be nurtured and cared for with a genuine will which can 
then over time reach the highest levels of closeness with Hashem.

Rav Avraham Yitzchok HaKohen Kook1 offers a beautiful insight into peaceful relationships 
and the mechanism through which it can be achieved. We ask Hashem each night by 
Maariv,ופרוש עלינו סוכת שלומך ; Spread over us the shelter of Your peace. What exactly is the 
connection between peace and a sukkah that we ask of Hashem to spread upon us His 
sukkah of peace? Rav Kook explains that there are well-known halachic principles that are 
applied to validate a sukkah which lacks the necessary three walls to be kosher. These 
principles include2 לבוד ,דופן עקומה ,שתיים כהלכתן ושלישית אפילו טפח, and גוד אחית. The same is 

מועדי הראי"ה 1

2The construction of a Sukkah requires three walls or at least two walls and part of a third, we then view the 
amount that remains unenclosed as being closed. While we wouldn’t build a house with walls on the outside 
that didn't reach the ground when it comes to a Sukkah, halacha allows for leniencies with its construction. A 
wall that starts from the top of the Sukkah and reaches within approximately 39 in. of the ground is viewed as 
though it reaches the ground. This is known as the principle of gud achis, or completing the bottom of the 
wall. The same is true if the wall starts from the ground and reaches within 10 cubits of the sechach this is the 
principle known as gud asik or completing the wall from the top. The sechach of the Sukkah doesn't need to 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjAx_Cvp67NAhWGYiYKHe4ABQwQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sefer.org.il%2FProduct%2F4305837%2F%25D7%259E%25D7%2595%25D7%25A2%25D7%2593%25D7%2599-%25D7%2594%25D7%25A8%25D7%2590%25D7%2599%25D7%2594---%25D7%25A8-%25D7%259E%25D7%25A9%25D7%2594-%25D7%25A6%25D7%2591%25D7%2599-%25D7%25A0%25D7%25A8%25D7%2599%25D7%2594&usg=AFQjCNFrYzfe7yWvgXnVaEHwilZOSqLBBA&sig2=BrS__RpUGhWl8eC3FqrR7g


true with peace which can be difficult to attain but is so precious that even if one cannot 
achieve complete peace he should strive for as much as possible. Even if the peace 
accomplished is at the level of a sukkah which may not be complete but still halachically 
valid given the halachic mechanisms that are put into place; that sort of peace is still 
admirable and worthwhile.

It is the small gestures that will help us build and grow harmonious relationships while 
even if not under the most perfect circumstances it will be destined to succeed if there are 
active measures in place to help it blossom.

Good Shabbos

be connected to the walls. If it is close enough, we use the principle called dofen akumah, or the crooked wall, 
in which we construct a hypothetical wall extending from where the sechach begins to the ground.


