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     HALACHOS OF MA’ASER KESAFIM     

Continued from Previous Week…. 

1) Any money that one earns is subject to the obligation of Ma'aser. This includes monetary 

gifts, money that was found or any other money that is now lawfully yours. 

According to many Poskim it is either mandatory or a very praiseworthy act to give Ma'aser 

from non-monetary gifts as well. (According to the Chazon Ish, doing so will save the giver from much 

harm). The way to do this is to figure out how much the gift is worth (the lowest price possible 

to pay for this item on the open market), and then give 10% of that value to Tzedaka. 

2) One who receives money from his/her parents or in-laws for living expenses must give 

Ma'aser from that money. (Psak of Rav Moshe Feinstein Zatzal and Rav Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach 

Zatzal. However, Rav Moshe writes that if the money is given to the Chasan (groom) for the express 

purpose that he may sit and learn calmly without worrying about providing for his wife, he is exempt from 

Ma'aser. See Igros Moshe Yoreh Deah Vol. 2 Siman 112) 

A poor person who receives money from Tzedaka should give 10% of what he receives to 

another poor person. (According to the Peleh Yoetz, chapter on Ma'aser). Others argue and maintain 

that he may not give money that was given to him for living expenses to Tzedaka (Psak of Rav 

Moshe Sternbuch Shlita quoted in Am HaTorah journal 1982 Mahadura 2:2) 

3) If money was stolen from you, and you already gave up on ever getting it back, and then it 

was returned to you, it is considered a "new gain" and is subject to Ma'aser. (Sefer Chasidim 

144). The same applies to money that you lent to someone, and you gave up on ever getting it 

back. If you do indeed get it back you are required to give Ma'aser from it. (Shu"t Teshuva 

M'Ahava Vol. 1 Siman 87 and Sefer HafLa'ah Kesubos 50b) 

4) If one inherits money, it is subject to Ma'aser, even if the one he inherited from was 

scrupulous to give Ma'aser and thus this money was already tithed, the inheritor is considered 

a new owner and must give Ma'aser again. (Elya Rabbah Siman 156, Shl"ah HaKadosh Siman 262) 

Money won in a lottery or raffle is subject to Ma'aser. If the earnings are taxable, Ma'aser must 

only be given from the post-tax winnings. (Rav Moshe Feinstein Igros Moshe Orach Chaim Vol. 4 

Siman 76. Regarding if the raffle was bought initially with Ma'aser money, we will discuss in the near 

future) 

5) According to some Poskim, the only people that are exempt from Ma'aser are those 

individuals who don't have bread to eat and water to drink (See Shu"t Teshuvos V'HanHagos from 

Rav Moshe Sternbuch Shlita Vol. 1 Siman 560). Other Poskim maintain that as long as someone is 



ה"ע דוב משה' ר בת ריזל מרים החשובה והאשה ל"ז דוד בן אלעזר אברהם' ר באדם היקר נ"לע  
 

 
 

living financially  strained, where he must rely on others to make ends meet, and doesn't live 

with any luxuries at all, he/she is exempt from the obligation of Ma'aser (See Shu"t Teshuvos 

V'Hanhagos ibid. and in Vol. 3 Siman 285) 

According to everyone, one who is living meagerly may purchase home necessities such as 

refrigerator, washing machine, dryer. Oven, beds, dressers, tables and chairs etc. before 

starting to figure any earnings for Ma'aser. (See Shu"t Minchas Tzvi Siman 6) 

6) One who receives Tzedaka is exempt from Ma'aser. If he does want to give Ma'aser anyhow, 

he should give it to the fund from where he received it. 

7)  The Halachos of Ma'aser Kesafim are equally applicable to men and women.(Psak of Rav 

Menashe Klein Zatzal. The Chazon Ish used to tell women and girls to give Ma'aser as well) 

8) Ma'aser may be given with commodities as well as with money (e.g.  You may give an 

organization a car worth the amount of money that you owe to Ma'aser etc.) 

If a landlord has a tenant that is poor, he may give him a break in the rent and consider that 

loss as Ma'aser. 

One may take his/her Ma'aser money and start a Gemach (Free loan fund) from which to lend 

money to less fortunate people. 

9)  According to many Poskim it is permissible to use Ma'aser money to give someone a loan, 

regardless if the borrower is rich or poor, as one who is borrowing money is considered "poor" 

for this situation. (Elya Rabbah Orach Chaim Siman 156:2 and others) 

10) The "main" place to give Ma'aser money is to poor people. (See Rama Yoreh Deah Siman 249) 

However, if someone is financially strained, his (and his family's) needs take precedence and 

he should provide for himself (and his family) before giving other poor people. (See Radbaz on 

the Rambam Hilchos Matnas Aniyim Perek 7 Halacha 13. See also Igros Moshe Yoreh Deah Vol. 2 Siman 

75). Some Poskim maintain, however, that once he and his family have the bare basics, and he 

earns enough that he doesn't have to accept Tzedaka from others, he is  obligated in 

Ma'aser (Rav Chaim Kanievsky Shlita in Derech Emuna Hilchos Matnas Aniyim Perk 7:91 quoting the 

Aruch HaShulchan. This was also Psak of Rav Shlomo Zalmen Auerbach Zatzal) 

…To Be Continued Next Week B’Ezras Hashem 

 

 
 

The poorest man is he whose only wealth is money 
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