
                                                                                                                      

And they will make me a sanctuary and I will dwell in their midst. 

(From this week’s Torah portion, Terumah, Exodus 25:8)              

Last week’s Torah portion, Mishpatim, deals mostly with “regular” 

laws. The French also know that a son must not hit his father and 

the Russians know that a person who digs a pit that causes damage 

must take responsibility and pay. On the surface, Mishpatim would 

need only cosmetic changes to serve as a codex for every nation on 

earth. Last week we pointed out that the entirety of Jewish law 

creates an essential difference between it and other national law 

systems: the complete liberty of the Jew.                                           

In this week’s Torah portion, we no longer need to search for the 

liberty peeking out from the forest of laws. The entire ebb and flow 

of life, from laws of the individual until the Jewish holidays 

described in Mishpatim now come together in the dimension 

beyond the physical world. In Mishpatim, G-d instructs us as to 

how to live our lives throughout the year. But the routine cannot 

end up as eternal, pointless subjugation to life’s cycles. In 

Terumah, we connect to eternity.                                                       

“And they will make me a sanctuary and I will dwell in their 

midst.” The proper, balanced and precise way of life that we 

learned in Mishpatim – as individuals and as a nation – allows us to 

connect between the physical and the meta-physical in this week’s 

Torah portion. It allows us to pour eternal meaning into our lives, to 

crown the Creator as King upon us and to be liberated from any and 

all human subjugation. The place that G-d chose for this 

connection, the Divine royal palace from which His Presence 

dwells in the entire world – is the Holy Temple on the Temple 

Mount.                                                                                              

Building the Holy Temple is not an optional privilege. The King of 

the world desires to infuse the world with His Presence and to rule 

over His world – specifically in this manner. Our entire existence 

here in Israel draws its strength from this destiny. The more that we 

deny it, the more our existence loses its significance and 

legitimacy.                                                                                          

“He who rules over the Mount rules over the Land,” explained the 

poet of rebuke and faith, Uri Tzvi Greenberg.                                   

When we establish true Jewish leadership for Israel, we will restore 

our control over the Mount, and as a result, over the Land. 

Shabbat Shalom,                                                                                 

Moshe Feiglin 

 

                                                                                                              

Why Zehut? By Moshe Feiglin 

Because at the root of Israel’s woes is the question, “Who are we?” 

Because the great debates, the essential rifts, the real challenges 

that we face – all revolve around the question of Israel’s identity. 

The answers being offered in Israel in the face of the 

diplomatic/security challenge do not deal with security or peace. 

They deal with Israel’s identity. 

The answers being offered in Israel in the face of the 

economic/social challenge do not weigh social justice against 

economic effectiveness. They deal with Israel’s identity. 

And the answers being offered in Israel in the face of the religion 

and state challenge do not deal with religion or state. They deal 

with Israel’s identity. 

The initiators of Oslo and the Expulsion from Gush Katif continue 

to claim that their intention was - and still is – to bring peace and 

security. Despite the fact that they brought just the opposite.  

Those who push the economy toward more and more government 

interference pretend to be fighting poverty. Despite the fact that 

capitalistic countries always suffer less poverty.   

“For me, Oslo means being able to forget that I am a Jew,” 

explained authoress Dorit Rabinian when the Accords were signed. 

The challenge of peace and security were never the reason. They 

were the means to the end; the end that would allow their 

proponents to forget that they were Jews. 
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The same is true for economics and the religion-state debate. All 

the sides are hiding behind the masks of different values that have 

nothing to do with the real reason. For the Left, it is not about 

Peace. It is about their desire to forget and be ‘normal’. For the 

Right, it is not about security. It is about settling the Land of Israel. 

For the Socialists, it is not about concern for the poor. It is about 

waging war against the rich. And for the Religious, it is not about 

religion. It is about influence and power.  

So if the arena upon which we are waging our battles is not the 

security, economic, social or religious arena, what is the true arena? 

The true arena is the Jewish identity arena. Zehut (Identity) is the 

political party that removes all the masks and speaks the truth. 

Zehut is not a party for religious or secular. Zehut is not about 

Right or Left. We do not care how you define yourself and what is 

more important to you: Education, human rights, the Land of Israel, 

economy, ecology, peace or security. As long as you are part of the 

large Jewish majority that wants to remember that we are Jews – 

your place is with us. 

 

 

“Even if it would pass, 

the Knesset bill that 

would ban MKs who act 

against the State from 

serving in the Knesset 

will never be 

implemented,” said 

Moshe Feiglin. “At least 

not against Arabs.” 

“The Opposition will not 

vote along with the 

Coalition to provide the 

necessary votes. And 

even if it would, the High Court would disqualify the bill. 

Why?” asked Feiglin. 

“If Arab MKs Zoabi and Zahlake didn’t exist, the Right would have 

to invent them,” Feiglin explained. “Otherwise, how would it win 

the elections when the Left was leading by four mandates? The 

Right won the elections thanks to the Arabs – or the Israeli publics 

fear/disgust of them. 

And when for the past four months Jews are being slaughtered in 

the streets and the Right has no answer, which witch do our leaders 

send the public to hunt, if not the Arabs?” Feiglin said. 

“After I expelled 4 Arab MKs from the Knesset plenum in my role 

as Deputy Speaker of the Knesset,” Feiglin continued, “MK Basil 

Ratas warned me, ‘If you continue like this, we will leave the 

Knesset.’ ‘What makes you think that I care?” I answered. 

According to Feiglin, the Arabs are fully aware how much Israel 

needs them. “The Left needs them in order to establish a state of all 

its citizens in Israel. The Right needs them in order to remain in 

power. The ‘Israeli’ needs the Arab in order to forget that he is a 

Jew,” Feiglin concluded. 

 

 

During an interview on 

Sunday, popular radio 

broadcaster Razy Barkai said 

that the mother of a Hamas 

terrorist who is eliminated is 

just as much a bereaved 

mother as the mother of a 

fallen soldier. “Barkai   is not 

mistaken,” Moshe Feiglin responded on his Facebook page. “The 

mother of a terrorist (or a Nazi, for that matter) is most likely 

saddened by her son’s death. But Barkai is wrong for lending 

legitimacy to her pain. He is wrong for separating between the pain 

and its source. And of course, he is wrong for comparing her pain 

to the pain of the mothers of fallen soldiers.”  

“There is good pain and there is bad pain,” Feiglin continued.  “A 

person who is pained by the death of an evil person amplifies the 

evil person’s cause. A person who claims that the pain over the loss 

of evil and good is equal lends legitimacy to the evil – and 

encourages the next terror murder.” 

“If your son was eliminated while attempting murder or rape – then 

it’s a good thing that he was eliminated,” Feiglin said. “If you are a 

good person, you can feel relief that your murderous son was 

eliminated before he will murder someone else.” 

In an allusion to the Arab MKs who visited the mourning families 

of eliminated terrorists las week, Feiglin said that “Those who open 

grandiose ‘mourner’s tents’ in memory of the murderer, and those 

who come to comfort them – and certainly those who make stupid 

comparisons between terrorists and IDF soldiers – are living in a 

world devoid of truth. There is no good or bad in that world, no 

justice and no G-d. When all of those are missing, there really is no 

difference between good and evil; between IDF soldiers and 

murderous terrorists. Not just dead terrorists, Mr. Barkai, but living 

terrorists, as well.”  

 

 

Moshe Feiglin:                                                  

Israeli Psyche Needs Arabs 

Moral Equivalence Between Terrorists and 

IDF Soldiers Promotes More Murders 
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