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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Menachos  36b) states that one must constantly 
touch his Tefillin (while wearing them) to remind himself of their 
presence, as is stated regarding the Tzitz worn on the Kohen 
Gadol’s forehead, where the Posuk says: shn, ujmn kg vhvu, and 
the Gemara derives that he may not be distracted (,gsv jhxn) 
from a constant awareness (shn,) that he is wearing it. There is a 
Machlokes Rishonim regarding the parameters of ,gsv jxhv. The 
Rosh (Halachos Ketanos 21) rules that only atr ,ukeu euja 
(laughter and light-headedness) are to be avoided as ,gsv jxhv, 
and proves it from the Gemara (Succah 26a) which permits one to 
doze briefly while wearing his Tefillin. Obviously, while dozing 
he cannot be focused on his Tefillin, and yet, he may doze. But 
the Ramban points out that an Aveil is not to put on Tefillin 
because in his distress, he will be unable to concentrate on them, 
which proves that any distraction would constitute ,gsv jxhv – 
not just laughter.The  Rambam (Tefillin 4:13) apparently agrees, 
ruling that one who is in pain and/or is unable to concentrate is 
Potur from wearing Tefillin because one may not be distracted 
from them. However, the Rambam (ibid 4:25) also describes how 
the sanctity of Tefillin is intended to prevent one from engaging in 
vkhyc vjhau euja while wearing them. The Shaagas Aryeh (39) 
asks, if the distractions to be avoided are laughter and idle talk, 
surely one in pain or distress would not engage in such frivolity. 
The rcs chan (1:6) suggests that for this reason, the Rambam used 
the word ruyp regarding one who is in pain, such that one who, 
due to his pain or distress, is unable to concentrate is ruyp from 
Tefillin, because even if he put them on, his distracted head would 
not be involved in the mitzvah, and it would be as if he placed the 
Tefillin on a spot where he could not fulfill the mitzvah anyway. 
However, once one is wearing the Tefillin, it is ruxt for him to 
engage in frivolity as such behavior is a disgrace to the Tefillin.        

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
Is one tmuh Mishloach Manos if he sent it by drone ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(May a Rebbitzin ask Sheilos to another Rav rather than her husband ?)  
The Chasam Sofer (s”uh 149) states that when a woman marries a 
Talmid Chochom, it carries the condition that she will follow his 
rulings, even if they are trnujk. But that is only if there is reason 
to be ihsv smn rhnjn. If however, there is no real ruxht, but the 
husband is uncomfortable being lenient for himself and his wife, 
she may ask another Rav to pasken.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
Every adult male and female must hear or say the Megilah twice 
on Purim. Unlike Krias HaTorah, several men may read together, 
and one who hears it from them is tmuh as long as he hears each 
word clearly from them. The Pri Megadim suggests that everyone 
read from their own kosher Megilah because it’s probable he 
won’t hear and be tmuh every single word from the Baal Koray. 
The Baal Koray may not sit while laining, but he may (for 
Megilah only) lean on the Bimah. (MB 690:2-4) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 694:3) states that on Purim, the 
obligation to give Tzedaka is: uk ohb,ub kuyhk ush yaupa hn kf - one 
is not to discriminate, but is to give everyone who extends his 
hand. One might ask, since Tzedaka recipients are always 
prepared to receive - it is the givers who must be roused, why is 
this special mitzvah phrased from the perspective of the recipient, 
who is told to hold out his hand, rather than an instruction to all to 
seek out those who are in need ? The Midrash comments that 
Moshe would wait for Hashem to call him in before entering the 
Ohel Moed, which teaches us that one who does not do so is 
deemed to be a ,gs hkc ofj shnk, - a scholar without intelligence. 
Pachad Yitzchok explains that according to the Yerushalmi 
(Berachos 5:2), Havdalah on Motzai Shabbos and Yom Tov was 
inserted into the brocho of ibuj v,t because ibuj v,t deals with 
,gs, and without ,gs one cannot make distinctions. This is 
because the concept of vghsh is used to express ,urae,v - 
connectivity (gsh ostvu), and unless one is capable of knowing 
where he belongs, it is impossible for him to know where he does 
not belong. A Talmid Chochom is constantly concerned that he 
may be entering areas of vnfj that are beyond his grasp. Not 
waiting to be invited in before entering shows a lack of the 
sensitivity required to make that distinction. However, on Purim 
one need not maintain that sensitivity, because the miracle of 
Purim came about as a result of: lknv kt tck h,treb tk - the 
unbidden appearance of Esther before Achashveirosh. The lack of 
,gs implied by such an entrance is not a problem on Purim, where 
the theme of the day is “gsh tks sg”. (f”g) This may be the 
inspiration directed by the Mechaber specifically at the recipients 
of Tzedaka on Purim - to go where they would normally hesitate 
to go all year, and hold out their hand.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
Soon after Rav Shamshon Refoel Hirsch assumed one of his first 
positions as Rav, he received a visit from a gentile, who asked him a few 
questions about commercial dealings between Jews and non-Jews. The 
gentile claimed that a Jew owed him money, that the Jew admitted he 
owed the money, but when he took him to court, the Jew swore that he 
did not owe it. Were Jews permitted to swear falsely when dealing with 
gentiles ? R’ Hirsch replied that Jews were obligated to pay all their 
debts, and were never permitted to swear falsely to anyone. However, 
as there are always 2 sides to every story, he would speak to the Jew in 
question and help resolve the matter. The Jew told R’ Hirsch that he 
intended to pay, but needed time. R’ Hirsch asked how that permitted 
him to swear falsely in court. The Jew replied that during Kol Nidray, 
doesn’t everyone say that all oaths and vows made during the coming 
year are null and void ? R’ Hirsch asked him if this was his own “idea”, 
or if he heard it from someone. The Jew said that all the Jews in town 
believed that. R’ Hirsch got the gentile to agree to a payment plan, and 
the debt was paid. On the following Yom Kippur eve, R’ Hirsch stood up 
in Shul near the Amud and announced that the disclaimer in Kol Nidray 
only applied to unilateral oaths that one takes upon oneself, but does 
not apply when one is bidden to swear against another’s claim. As this 
seems to be a source of confusion, R’ Hirsch said that Kol Nidray would 
be skipped that year, and he immediately began to chant Borchu. 
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Miller and Tyberg families.  


