
Parshas Emor – וספרתם לכם...מיום הביאכם את עומר התנופה 

No Small Thing 

The מנחת העומר, for which the mitzvah of Sefiras Ha’omer is named, seems incongruous among 

the offerings in the Bais HaMikdash. Aside from the simple Mincha brought for Aveiros, no Korbon 

is as simple in content or amount as the single “Omer” of barley used for the מנחת העומר. Even a 

Mincha brought by an עני is a sizable quantity of higher quality סולת – fine wheat flour. We also 

have to wonder what this offering symbolizes in its role as the focus of counting the Omer, as a 

preparation for Kabbolas HaTorah. 

The Medrash teaches that the Omer of barley serves as a reminder of Hashem’s love and concern 

for each individual Yid. The Ribono shel Olam gave every Yid in the Midbar a “Minchas HaOmer”, 

a daily gift of an Omer of מן. Hashem asks us to bring the מנחת העומר, representing one portion 

of מן as the opening statement to this Zman of הכנה לקבלת התורה. It’s as if to say, “I showed each 

one of you my love by sending each of you your daily portion. Show your love for me with just one 

single portion of the simplest Mincha offering”. 

The idea of undertaking a renewed and fresh Kabbolas HaTorah may seem daunting. How many 

Mesechtos or which new Seforim will I have to be willing to start learning, in order to demonstrate 

my upgraded commitment to learning? Says the Eibishter, כביכול, “Show your love for me” with 

something simple – a few more minutes, a few more lines or Pesukim. A simple gesture can go 

very far and can have far reaching consequences to strengthen Torah. A small sacrifice, a minor 

offering, gets the ball rolling. Pesukim become a Parsha, some Mishnayos becomes a Seder and 

a few words of inspiration and encouragement raises us up to new heights. Truly, we can attain 

Gadlus in just a few minutes! 

There’s another way that a seemingly minor effort may go a long way to הרמת קרן התורה. Who are 

the big players in building and strengthening Torah? Not only those who are recognized by naming 

buildings after them, or being celebrated as Guests of Honor. Anyone who contributes to the best 

of their ability, can be a “mover n’ shaker” in the Torah world. Doing your part to support Yeshivos, 

honor Talmidei Chachomim and encourage Torah growth, demonstrates our love for Torah and 

reflects the powerful bond symbolized by the simple Omer. 

Rav Mordechai Shapiro, father of Rav Ephraim Shapiro of Miami, was a close Talmid of R’ Ahron 

Kotler, zt”l. In 1951, he was walking the streets of Tel Aviv and took notice of an older Yid working 

at a kiosk. His curiosity was aroused as he observed this Yid’s noble and refined “Hanhaga”. In 

the course of their conversation, the Yid mentioned that he had been a butcher in Kovno. He 

made a point of saving a few Zlotys every week, to have handy for a useful purpose. He told Rav 

Shapiro that he gave the money to the Melamed in the local Cheder, when he heard about two 

boys with great potential who couldn’t afford the expenses of joining the great Yeshiva of 

Slabodka. He recalled one boy’s name, Arkeh Sislovtzer, a brilliant child. He couldn’t recall the 

other boy’s name. Rav Shapiro was utterly shocked and astounded to recognize the familiar name 

that his great Rebbi, R’ Aharon Kotler, was called in his youth. This anonymous, unassuming Yid, 

selling snacks and cigarettes on the street, could very well claim credit for the making of one of 

the greatest Gedolai HaTorah of our time and the creation of America’s Torah revolution! All with 

his stash of Zlotys. 

Sometime later, Rav Shapiro had occasion to meet Rav Yaakov Kamenitzky, zt”l in Miami. He 

related the incident and expressed his amazement of the Yid’s story. R’ Yaakov nodded his head 



knowingly and verified the veracity of the story. Then the Rosh Yeshiva added, "un ich bin geven 

Der tzveiter" – I was the second boy in the story!  

Gadlus can be just a few steps (or zlotys) away. Have a wonderful Shabbos, yk 
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Erev Shabbos Parshas Emor – 16 Iyar 

Rav Yechiel Michel Feinstein (1906-2003), born to Rav Avraham Yitzchak in Uzda, Lithuania. 
At the age of seven Yechiel Michel lost his father and went to live with his 
grandfather, Rav Dovid Feinstein, the rov of Stravin, Byelorussia. There he 
learned with his grandfather and uncles, Rav Moshe and Rav Mordechai. 
After his bar mitzvah he traveled to Slutsk to learn under Rav Isser Zalman 
Meltzer. When the Bolsheviks arrived, the yeshiva was forced to flee 
Lithuania, to Kletsk, Poland. There, he continued his studies with Rav Meltzer 
and Rav Aharon Kotler. After three years, he moved to Mir to learn with 
Yeruchom Leibovitz. He escaped Europe for America in 1941, traveling 
together with Rav Aharon Kotler. Upon his arrival he opened a yeshiva in 
Boston for the talmidim of Yeshivas Mir. Six months later his uncle, Rav 
Moshe Feinstein, summoned Rav Yechiel Michel to serve at his side as head 

of Yeshivas Tiferes Yerushalayim in New York. He was to spend the next sixty years there. During 
a brief trip to Eretz Yisrael in 1946, he married a daughter of the Brisker Rav, Lifsha. 

Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Emor – 17 Iyar 

Rav Mordechai ("Mottele") Twersky of Rachmistrivka (1830-1921). Born in Rachmistrivka, 
Podlia (Ukraine), his father Nachman was a grandson of Rav Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl. 
He moved to Yerushalayim from Europe in 1908 (or 1906). His father, Rav Yochanan Twerski, 
son of the famous Rebbe Mottele of Chernobyl, was the first Rebbe of the Rachmistrivka dynasty. 
When his father was niftar in 1895, Ran Menachem and his two brothers shared the Rachmistrivka 
court together for 11 years. On the first day of Chol Hamoed Pesach in 1921, Rav Mordechai was 
attacked by a mob of Arabs while on his way to the Kosel. He passed away a month later, due to 
complications of injuries sustained during that attack.  

Rav Pinchas of Ostila Twerski. The son of Rav Mordechai of Rachmistrivka, both of Rav 
Pinchas’s parents were descendants of the Baal Shem Tov’s greatest talmidim – Rav Menachem 
Nachum of Chernobyl (on his father’s side) and Rav Pinchas of Koritz (on his mother’s side). After 
marrying Chana Rochel, the daughter of Rav Yissacher Dov of Belz, Rav Pinchas settled and 
learned in Blez for 23 years. In 1923, he became the Rav of Ostilla, and after a few years he 
moved to P’shemish. Rav Pinchas was deported to the Belzec Extermination Camp on the 17th 
of Iyar in 1943. Close to one million Jews were murdered at Belzec; it is lesser known that other 
camps since almost no one survived to tell of it. No one knows exactly when Rav Pinchas was 
niftar, so his yahrtzeits was established on the same day as that of his father. The only member 
of his family to survive the war was his daughter, who married Rav Yaakov Yosef of Skver. 
Together, they built Kiryas Skver and the Skverer Torah institutions (1880-1943). 

Sunday, Parshas Behar-Bechukosai – 18 Iyar, Lag Ba'Omer 

Rav Shimon bar Yochai, author of the Holy Zohar, and a disciple of Rabbi Akiva. After Rabbi 
Akiva was murdered by the Romans, Rav Shimon bar Yochai, together with his son Rabbi Elazar, 
he went into hiding in a cave in the mountains near Peki'in in the Galilee, where they stayed for 
13 years. There, he wrote the Zohar. This body of mystical knowledge was given orally by G-d to 
the Jewish people on Mount Sinai. With the passage of Israel's history, these teachings were lost 
to most people, until R' Shimon fearing a permanent loss of this knowledge recorded them in the 



Zohar. After being hidden for a 1000 years, the Zohar was rediscovered by Rabbi Moshe de Leon 
in Spain, in the 13th century. 

Rav Moshe Isserles (the Rema), on the Shulchan Aruch (1520-1572). Born and died in Cracow, 
Poland. He composed glosses on those paragraphs of the Shulchan Aruch in which he differs 
from the author, stating the Halacha as it has been decided by the Ashkenazi authorities, which 
is binding on Ashkenazi Jews. Rema named his glosses Mappah ("Tablecloth"), as a "cover" for 
the Shulchan Aruch ("the Set Table"). These glosses have been incorporated into the text and 
are distinguishable in that they are printed in Rashi script. This consolidation of the two works 
symbolizes the underlying unity of the Sephardi and Ashkenazi communities. It is through this 
unification that the Shulchan Aruch became the universally accepted Code of Law for the entire 
Jewish people. The Rema also wrote Darkei Moshe, a commentary on the Arba’ah Turim. He 
became a son-in-law of Rav Shalom Shachna, Rosh Yeshiva of Lublin. 

Monday, Parshas Behar-Bechukosai – 19 Iyar 

Rav Meir ben Baruch, the Maharam MiRottenberg, teacher of the Rosh, (1215-1293). In 1286, 
Rudolf of Germany wanted to institute a new tax on the Jews of Germany. The Jews objected to 
this tax. The Maharam decided to leave Germany, but on the 4th of Tamuz, he was kidnapped by 
the Bishop of Bazil and handed over to the Emperor, who held Rav Meir captive in the Tower of 
Enzisheim in Alsace. Rav Meir composed “Shaali S'-rufa B'esh,” which is included in the kinos of 
Tisha B'Av. He was niftar in the prison and wasn’t properly buried until 4 Adar in 1307. 

Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov (1755-1815). He was introduced to Chasidus at the age of 
11 when he met the Maggid of Mezritch. He studied Torah and Chassidus under Reb Shmelke of 
Nikolsburg, together with two of his friends, the Chozeh of Lublin and the Maggid of Koznitz. His 
main teacher, however, was of Reb Elimelech of Lyzensk. Among his disciples were such 
outstanding Chassidic leaders as Reb Naftali of Ropshitz and Rabbi Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov. His 
teachings are collected in Menachem Zion, Divrei Menachem, and Be'eros HaMayin. He said he 
would be”Machzik Tova” to whoever will light a Ner, go to the Mikvah or give Tzedaka L’Iluy 
Nishmaso. 

Rav Ezra Attia of Syria, Rosh Yeshiva of Porat Yosef, Yerushalayim from 1925 to 1970 (1885-
1970). He was born in Aleppo, Syria in 1887, and was named after 
the prophet Ezra because his mother Leah had had several 
miscarriages before his birth and gave birth to him after praying at 
Ezra's grave in Tedef, Syria. Rav Attia began his studies in Aleppo 
under Rav Yehuda Aslan Attia (possibly a distant relative), but he 
soon moved with his family moved to Yerushalayim. After his father 
died when Rav Attiah was 20, three leading Sephardic sages took 
upon themselves to support him so he could continue his studies. 
In 1907, Rav Attia began studying in the new Yeshivat Ohel Moed 
(which later became Porat Yosef) under Rav Raphael Shlomo 
Laniado and Rav Yosef Yedid. His studies were interrupted by 

World War I, and he fled to Egypt to avoid being drafted into the Ottoman Army. While there, he 
established Yeshivat Keter Torah in Cairo, which continued to exist until 1948. Returning to Eretz 
Yisrael, Rav Attia was appointed to head Yeshivat Porat Yosef and also to serve on the Sephardic 
Bet Din. He continued to head Porat Yosef until his death, and among his students were Rav 
Ovadiah Yosef, Rav Ben Zion Abba Shaul, and leading rabbis of the Syrian communities in the 
United States and Panama.  
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