
  
 

 
 

    
 
 
 
 

 

"IF I WERE THE DEVIL" 
Paul Harvey 
 
I would gain control of the most powerful nation in 
the world; 
I would delude their minds into thinking that they 
had come from man's effort, instead of G-d's 
blessings; 
I would promote an attitude of loving things and 
using people, instead of the other way around; 
I would dupe entire states into relying on gambling 
for their state revenue; 
I would convince people that character is not an 
issue when it comes to leadership; 
I would make it legal to take the life of unborn 
babies; 
I would make it socially acceptable to take one's 

own life, and invent machines to make it convenient; 
I would cheapen human life as much as possible so that lives of animals are valued more than human beings; 
I would take G-d out of the schools, where even the mention of His name was grounds for a lawsuit; 
I would come up with drugs that sedate the mind and target the young, and I would get sports heroes to 
advertise them; 
I would get control of the media, so that every night I could pollute the minds of every family member for 
my agenda; 
I would attack the family, the backbone of any nation. 
I would make divorce acceptable and easy, even fashionable. If the family crumbles, so does the nation; 
I would compel people to express their most depraved fantasies on canvas and movies screens, and I would 
call it art; 
I would convince the world that same-gender marriage is natural, and that their lifestyles should be 
accepted and marveled; 
I would convince the people that right and wrong are determined by a few who call themselves authorities 
and refer to their agendas as politically correct; 
I would persuade people that religion is irrelevant and out of date; the Bible is for the naïve; 
I would dull the minds of believers, and make them believe that prayer is not important, and that 
faithfulness and obedience are optional; 
 
I GUESS I WOULD LEAVE THINGS PRETTY MUCH THE WAY THEY ARE! 
 
    The Zohar[1] writes that when Korach incited a coup d’état against Moshe, he challenged “peace” itself. In 
so doing, he also challenged Shabbos and Torah, both of which are referred to as ‘peace’. 
What does the Zohar mean? How can one physically challenge “peace” and what is the connection with 
Shabbos and Torah? 
    The Nesivos Shalom explains that “shalom - peace” is not merely the absence of divisiveness and discord. 
G-d created the world in a fashion that it exists based on a ‘giver-taker’ joint relationship. The moon reflects 
the light of the sun, and the earth is nourished from the rain which descends from the sky[2].  Human 
relationships, primarily the male-female relationship, also contain this type of synergistic relationship. The 
male’s role is to provide, while the female’s role is to accept what the male contributes and to then enhance 
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and develop it[3]. The world itself also includes this form of relationship, as this world is merely an anteroom 
to the World to Come. 
    The only ‘force’ that is completely sovereign and independent is G-d Himself. The rest of creation 
however, requires a dynamic giver-taker relationship. On a spiritual level too, every generation is guided and 
led by its leaders who are privy to a greater level of clarity of Torah knowledge. Therefore, the masses must 
look to its sagacious scholars for guidance and direction about what are the Torah’s expectations in every 
given situation. In fact the transmission and perpetuation of Torah has always been from teacher to student, 
father to son. 
    The Zohar explains that all physical blessings are granted as a result of Shabbos observance. The Ohr 
Hachaim Hakadosh[4]explains that when G-d created the world He only instilled it with the ability to exist for 
six days. After that time, the world should have instantly reverted back to a nebulous wisp of nothingness.  It 
is only the observance of Shabbos which infuses the world with a resurgence of energy that allows the world 
to exist for another six days[5]. 
    When Korach challenged Moshe and Aharon, he was challenging and seeking to undermine the leadership of 
the nation. Korach countered that although at Sinai Moshe was needed to transmit the Torah, that was in the 
past. From Sinai onward, it was no longer necessary to be taught and guided by a teacher. “For the entire 
nation is holy and in their midst is G-d. So why have you raised yourself above the assembly of G-d?” 
In doing so, Korach unwittingly challenged the very fabric of creation. The ramifications of his arguments 
were not only a challenge to authority of the nation but of the very foundation of the world which is only 
sustained through a system of hierarchy and submission to other powers/forces which nurture and provide. 
The Torah defines peace as our ability to maintain that status of homeostasis in creation, wherein the world 
and all of its components uphold and maintain the giver-taker relationship. That relationship requires a sense 
of selflessness to provide for others, as well as a sense of deferential submission to supreme powers. Thus, 
Korach’s rebellion was an attack on “peace” itself. 
    In the same vein, Korach’s claims posed an indirect challenge against the Torah and Shabbos, because they 
too are the spiritual providers of Klal Yisroel. We submit ourselves to the Torah and seek to observe Shabbos 
properly, at times at great personal sacrifice. The attitude that Korach perpetuated undermined those basic 
tenets of Judaism. He claimed that every Jew could be spiritually self-sufficient. That attitude stands in 
direct contrast to the essence of Torah study and Shabbos observance. 
 
    I once heard the following beautiful observation: There are two bodies of water within the borders of Eretz 
Yisroel: the Kinneret and the Dead Sea. The waters of the Kinneret have a crystal blue appearance and are 
sweet and healthy, providing much of the country’s water. The Dead Sea on the other hand, lives up to its 
name. Its waters are salty and bitter and it cannot sustain any life. 
What is the difference between these two bodies of water? The Kinneret has water feeding into it and flowing 
from it[6]. The Dead Sea however, only has water flowing into it[7], but no water flows from the Dead Sea. 
When something provides and gives of itself to others the nurturance that it itself received, that is a 
testament to its vitality and vigor, like the Kinneret which both receives and provides. However, when 
something/someone hordes what was given to it, and does not give to others, that indicates that there is 
spiritual death and sterility. The Dead Sea receives but does not provide and therefore it cannot sustain life. 
 
    The Torah gives a specific warning, “You shall not be like Korach and his assembly[8]” in order to caution 
us to be very wary of the ramifications of his insurgence. Our ability to cling and connect with G-d is 
inextricably bound with our ability to cling and connect with our leaders who are our guides. Without their 
council the world becomes an ill society replete with depravity and lawless anarchy.  
It is only a nation led with humility and selflessness, leaders such as Moshe and Aharon, that is destined to 
produce a holy G-dly nation.  
M,  
    “Korach unwittingly challenged the very fabric of creation” 
    “You shall not be like Korach and his assembly” 

(Stam Torah by R' Dani Staum) 

 
[1] Chelek 3, 176, [2] The cycle then continues with the clouds being formed based on evaporation from the earth and 
condensation forming in the air., [3] The most obvious example of this is in regards to procreation., [4] Parshas Bereishis 
2:1, [5] The Ohr Hachaim demonstrates that from the beginning of creation there was always at least one individual who 
observed the Shabbos and thereby ensured the continuity of creation each week., [6] The Jordan River flows into the 
Kinneret, and then continues to flow from it., [7] The Jordan River empties into the Dead Sea, [8] Bamidbar 17:5 



 



    “Do this: Take for yourselves fire-pans – Korach and 
his entire assembly- and put fire into them and place 
incense upon them before HASHEM tomorrow. Then 
the man whom HASHEM will choose – he is the holy 
one. It is a lot for you Children of Levi!” (Bamidbar 
16:6) 
    Do this: Take for yourselves fire-pans: …We have 
One G-d HASHEM, one Ark, one Torah, one Altar and 
one Kohen Gadol (High Priest) yet you 250 men seek 
the High Priesthood. …Here you have the dearest of 
all services which is incense but there is a deadly drug 
which is in it by which Nadav and Avihu were burned. 
This is why he warned them, “Then the man whom 
HASHEM will choose he will be the holy one”…Moshe 
told them, “See that that I say to you that the one 
whom G-d will choose he will emerge from the incense 
offering alive and all of you will die”. (Rashi) 
    It is a lot for you Children of Levi: A lot has already 
been given to you that you have been chosen from 
amongst all the tribes for Divine Service. (Midrash) 
    Who is a fool? One who destroys all that is given to 
him. (Tractate Chagigah 4A) 
    Moshe challenges Korach and his crew to a show 
down with the deadly incense offering and in the same 
breath (verse) tells him that he’s got a lot. What 
message is Moshe telling to Korach? 
There was student of Yisrael Salanter who had 
assumed an important rabbinical position in Russia. 
The Czar Nicholas had a deep seeded hatred for this 
young and clever Rabbi. He wanted to kill him if he 
could, but he needed an excuse. Therefore he devised 
a plan. He invited community leaders from all over to 
his palace for a conference, including the one he 

aimed to trap. He called for the meeting to take place on Shabbos assuming that he would not show and 
that would be cause enough for him to do what he wanted to do. To Czar’s surprise the Rabbi managed to 
attend without compromising on the Laws of Shabbos. Nicholas, though, was not finished. At one point he 
opened up a fancy cigar box and one by one, personally, handed a cigar of distinction to each of his 
invited guests. When he came to the Rabbi he expected to be snubbed but the Rabbi accepted the cigar 
reasoning that muktzah is rabbinical in origin and if he did it in a slightly different manner that would be 
“legally” acceptable. 
    Superseding all etiquette and protocol once again the Czar Nicholas proceeded to light the cigar of each 
guest individually. When he came to the Rabbi he knew that this would be the moment of truth. The Rabbi 
predictably and promptly withdrew his cigar refusing the magnanimous gesture of the “all-powerful” Czar, 
adopting, as it were, a posture of rebelliousness. 
    The Czar was about ready to retaliate when the Rabbi preempted with the following explanation before 
the assembled guests, “Mighty Czar! I cannot let this cigar be burned away frivolously. It is far more 
valuable to me than that. I cherish it and prefer to put on display for my community and my people the 
precious gift I have received from such a great king as your- self.” Czar Nicholas’ plot was quieted and the 
Rabbi escaped with his life. 
How true are those words he spoke?! If one would receive a gift from a king, it would be the height of 
foolishness to throw it away for no good reason. How much more so when one considers a gift that is given 
by the “King of Kings”… The Holy One Blessed Be He. Korach, as a Levi, had been selected for special 
service and so Moshe warned him. By lighting up that incense he was risking that every-thing good and 
great HASHEM had granted him in life would go up in smoke 

(By R’ Label Lam) 



 



 


