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Pinchas 5777 

Dear Rabbi, 

I am trying to find out if Aharon had any other grandchildren like Pinchas who were not born 

Kohanim. It struck me that if he was the only one, perhaps G-d did that so he would be able to be 

contaminated to the corpse of Zimri. Had he been a Kohain he would not have been allowed to kill him 

for fear of being contaminated.                                                - Ben 

Dear Ben, 

Thanks for reaching out! To my knowledge, Pinchas was the only grandchild of Aharon not to be born 

a Kohain/Priest. However, were he a Kohain from birth, I believe Pinchas would still have been 

allowed to avenge HaShem’s honor by killing Zimri. 

You see, though a Kohain may not come in contact with a corpse, a regular Kohain may become 

impure for one of seven close relatives. The Kohain Gadol, who was not allowed to become impure 

even for these relatives, is, like a regular Kohain, allowed and required to become contaminated for a 

‘mais mitzvah,’ a dead person who has no one else to be involved in his or her burial. 

In this case, when Zimri publicly sinned, no one else stepped forward to take action. Pinchas alone was 

the one who would do so. Perhaps even as a Kohain he would have been permitted to kill Zimri under 

these circumstances. Further, it is possible that he could have stabbed Zimri and moved away before he 

expired, much as a woman who was tested with the Sotah waters and found to be guilty was hurried out 

of the Temple area before she died so as not to contaminate it. 

However, your insight is striking. Whether there had been many 

grandchildren or just Pinchas, it is possible that one reason for not having 

him become a Kohain when his father was appointed was to avoid even the 

slightest hesitation on his part when acting to kill Zimri and avenge 

HaShem’s honor. 

The fantastic lesson you’ve touched upon is that when it is time to act, we 

must do so completely and without delay. Further, we must be completely 

committed to the action with every fiber of our being. 

I once asked R’ Mordechai Gifter z”l why the Torah tells us that Pinchas used a “romach,” a spear to 

kill the sinners. Why not a sword? Aside from the simple historical fact that it was what he used, I 

suggested that the word “romach” has a numerical value of 248, corresponding to the 248 limbs in a 

man’s body. 

The message was that Pinchas put everything he had into that action for the sake of heaven. No part of 

it was for any ulterior motive. The Telzer Rosh HaYeshiva liked that answer. 

This meshes nicely with a lesson of R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz z”l, Rosh Yeshiva of Mir in Jerusalem. He 

said that when sins to achieve a good outcome, called an “aveira l’shma,” one may still be subject to 

punishment for the sin itself. For example, Penina, sister-wife of Chana, would tease her about not 

having children to incite Chana to pray harder. Penina was punished and her children died. 

The only exception is that if the act was done COMPLETELY with the proper intent and not even a 

fraction of personal motivation was felt, no punishment would be necessary. This is why Pinchas was 

not punished but rather rewarded for his action, because he did it completely for the right reasons. This 

is hinted to by the weapon of choice – the “romach/spear.” 
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"Therefore, say (to Pinchas), 'I am giving him My covenant of peace' " (Numbers 25:12). 

It is interesting that this episode in the Torah is split between two portions. We read about Pinchas' act of 

zealotry at the end of last week's Torah portion of Balak. When Zimri, leader of the tribe of Shimon 

brazenly fornicated with the Midianite Cozbi in the presence of Moses and others at the entrance of the 

Tent of Meeting - Pinchas rose up and impaled them both with a spear. 

However, we're not told about the reward he received - a covenant of peace and eternal priesthood for his 

offspring - until the beginning of this week's Torah portion. 

Rabbi Moshe of Coucy explained the reason for this disjuncture. Not every act of zealotry stems from 

righteousness. Sometimes, it may be more a product of hot-headed intolerance or fanaticism. In order to 

know the true motivation of the zealot, you have to observe the nature of their relationships with others. 

Only if you see that they are indeed level-headed and truly respectful of others 

can you assume that their zealotry was meritorious rather than an expression of 

their own hot temper. 

This is the reason, according to R' Moshe of Coucy, that the Torah does not 

immediately record Pinchas' reward at the end of last week's Torah portion. The 

break in the narrative represents this period during which he could be 

scrutinized in order to determine the likely true motivation for his act of zealotry. 

 

 
FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 

In Parshas Pinchas, we are commanded to harass the Midianites for what they did in using their 
daughters to seduce the Jewish people into sin and idolatry. While Midian was to be harassed, Rashi tells 
us that Moav was spared from this treatment because Rus, wife of Boaz and great-grandmother of King 
David, would come from that tribe. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Because of Rus, Moav was saved.  Because of Kozbi, the Midianite 
princess who sinned with Zimri, Midian was pursued. 

One person can make a difference for his or her entire nation.  As we move through the Three Weeks, a 
time when we recall the horrors of the Churban and often live our own horrors each year, Rachmona 
Litzlan, what can we do to be the best we can be, and perhaps save our nation at the same time? 

 

Question: Why do some people were tefillin on Chol Hamoed (the intermediate days of a festival) while 

others do not? 

Discussion: Some background information is needed; Shabbos, Yom Tov, and Tefillin are all mitzvos that 

have the status of an "os" (symbol) which shows the unique relationship Hashem has with us. The 

underlying dispute is whether the Chol Hamoed also has the status of an "os". If it does then it would be 

incorrect to wear tefillin on the other hand, if it does not then it would be incorrect not to wear tefillin. 

Ultimately, there is a dispute among the poskim what should be done. The opinion of the Mechaber is not to 

put on tefillin. This is the custom among Sephardim as well as those that follow the Gr"a, Chassidim, and 

the custom of Eretz Yisrael. However, the Rema is of the opinion that tefillin should be worn on 

Chol Hamoed (31:2). [There is more to the discussion which R’ Dovid posted on his wall on October 8, 2014. See there for 

more details.] 

The reason we mention it now is that Parshas Pinchas contains in it Torah portions read on the Yomim 

Tovim. What is the connection between Pinchas and the holidays? 

As we see above, the holidays are a symbol of the relationship we have with HaShem. Pinchas was the 

personification of such a symbol. He showed how strong the relationship with HaShem could be when he 

took matters into his own hands to avenge the desecration of G-d’s name with no concern for his own welfare. 

He could have been killed by the Tribe of Shimon or perhaps the Midianites. Regardless, he followed through 

and showed that HaShem mattered to him most of all. This is a symbol of the power of our relationship with 

G-d. How fitting that Yom Tov, which is also a symbol of our connection, appears in the Parsha that bears 

Pinchas’s name! 


