
PARSHAS CHAYEI SARAH 

AVRAHAM AVINU – HASHEM IS MASTER OF THE WORLD 

This is last of the parshios pertaining to Avraham Avinu, the 

father of our nation. It states in Pirkei Avos 5:3: "Avraham Avinu 

was tested with ten nisyonos". Rav Chaim Volozhin (in Ruach 

Chaim) asks, why Avraham suddenly turns into Avraham Avinu. 

He writes that by passing the ten nisyonos he became our 

forefather; all the greatness he gained became engraved in his 

genes and now he was able to pass his very essence on to his 

descendants. All of the tests which passed over Avraham made it 

easier for us. We have inherited this from Avraham Avinu. Rav 

Chaim Volozhin emphasizes, "With just a little bit of effort we are 

able to accomplish great things." 

Let us step back and understand this giant personality. In what 

way was he so special? Before Avraham there had been many 

tzaddikim: Adam, Chanoch, Mesushelach, Noach, Shem, Eiver. 

Avraham stood head and shoulders above them all. What was so 

special about him? 

There is a very famous Rambam [Hilchos Avodas Kochavim 1:1-

2] which chronicles the history of Avodah Zarah in the world. 

How did it happen that humanity became corrupt, abandoning 

the One Creator in favor of idols? The Rambam explains that 

initially people felt it was appropriate to pay homage to the 

heavenly bodies because they are the emissaries of the Creator of 

the World. Eventually, people got further off the track and 

attributed independent power to the stars, the sun and the moon. 

They forgot about Hashem and became idol-worshippers.  

Then, Avraham came on to the scene. As a young boy, Avraham 

started wondering. How could it be that there is no one 

controlling this entire universe? The numerous and wondrous 

natural phenomenon could not all be occurring by themselves. 

The Rambam emphasizes that Avraham had no teacher or mentor 

to instruct him in these matters. He was immersed amongst the 

foolish population of Ur Kasdim, where everyone — including 

his parents — were idol worshippers. As a young boy, he went 

along with society and worshipped Avodah Zarah himself, but he 

was troubled by it all. Eventually, he came to the understanding 

that there must be a G-d, and that the entire world was in error. 

According to the Rambam, Avraham was 40 years old when he 

“recognized his Creator.” 

Once Avraham came to this conclusion, he entered into 

discussions with the people of Ur Kasdim, and tried to convince 

members of the society in which he grew up that they were in 

error by worshipping idols. He broke idols, and insisted that it 

was unworthy to worship anything other than the Creator of the 

World. When Avraham bested the people with his arguments, the 

king attempted to kill him and threw Avraham into a fiery pit. 

Miraculously he emerged unscathed, and left Ur Kasdim for 

Charan. In Charan too, he continued his mission and proclaimed 

to the entire population that there was One G-d, and to Him alone 

it is fitting to pray. He gathered a following, going from city to 

city and from country to country, until he reached the Land of 

Canaan. In short, this individual who began wondering when yet 

a child about the nature of the universe, brought belief in 

monotheism to the peoples and countries, wherever he travelled. 

Avraham came to the recognition of the Master of the Universe 

on his own. He saw through all the falsehood of his generation 

and refused to be swept up in their belief system and he made it 

his life's mission to spread this truth to the entire world. It was in 

this way he towered over all the other great tzaddikim who came 

before him. Noach, Enosh, Chanoch, Mesushelach also knew the 

truth. Hashem had created the world. Noach was of such 

conviction he continued building the tayva for 120 years in spite 

of being mocked and scorned by the entire population. And yet 

he also dwarfed before Avraham Avinu. 

All the other tzaddikim also saw in Hashem the creator of the 

world. However, they were very private individuals, they 

worshipped Hashem themselves. They lived a life of conviction, 

but they didn’t make it a life's calling to convince others. They 

had no talmidim. The Rambam points out that Avraham went 

around promulgating the knowledge that Hashem is the Creator 

of the Universe and there are no other G-ds. He was extremely 

successful in his life's calling that "ultimately, thousands and 

myriads gathered around him." 

However, there is another point in which Avraham understood 

the truth more profoundly than all the other tzaddikim. 

ויאמר אברם אדני ה' מה תתן לי ואנכי הולך ערירי ובן משק ביתי הוא דמשק 

 And Abram said, "O Lord (Master) G-d, what will You give :אליעזר

me, since I am going childless, and the steward of my household is 

Eliezer of Damascus?" 

 ,And he said, "O Lord (Master) G-d ויאמר אדני ה' במה אדע כי אירשנה

how will I know that I will inherit [the Land]? (Bereishis 16:2,8) 

Here in the Bris Bein Habesarim Avraham calls Hakadosh Baruch 

Hu "Lord", or more exactly Master. The gemara in Brachos (7b) 

tells us: R. Johanan said in the name of R. Shimon bar Yochai: 

From the day that the Holy One, blessed be He, created the world 

there was no man that called the Holy One, blessed be He, Master 

[Ado-nai], until Avraham came and called Him Lord. For it is said: 

And he said, O Lord [Ado-nai] G-d, whereby shall I know that I 

shall inherit it? 

The Maharsha explains that up until now Hashem was referred 

to by the four letter name ה-ו-ה-י  which indicates Hashem's 

existence and that He is the Creator of the universe. Now 

Avraham calls Hashem by a new name "Adon", Master. What is 

the significance of this name? Hashem not merely created the 

Universe, He continues to control it and can change it at will. 

This is the import of Avraham's entreaty to have offspring. He 

was very aware that He was physically incapable of bearing 

children. But He was talking to the Master of the Universe. 

Nothing is impossible, even if it contradicts all the laws of nature. 

The Rashba (cited in the Ein Yaakov) explains that yes, all the 

tzaddikim who preceded Avraham Avinu knew G-d. But they 

viewed Him as the Creator who sits in Heaven. He created the 

world with its laws of nature, but doesn't take an active part in its 

daily management. Man's purpose in serving Hashem is to do 

what is right and refrain from wrong-doing and in that way gain 

personal perfection. That's all. 
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Avraham came to understand Hashem's existence from a more 

profound perspective. The Midrash remarks that he saw in the 

world a brightly burning palace. A palace needs to be managed 

and supervised. Here was a palace with all the lights on; it wasn't 

just an empty edifice built many eons ago. And if the lights are 

on, the master of the palace is living inside. The lights are on in 

the universe. Where ever you look you see the fingerprints of a 

higher being actively involved. He is here, down here in this 

world, not merely up there. Hashem is an integral part of this 

world. He supervises and manages everything. There is nothing 

out of His control. 

Moreover, continues the Rashba, Avraham went out to publicize 

that Hashem is the Master Supervisor. Therefore it was crucial 

for him to beseech for offspring. If Hashem would do the 

seemingly impossible and give an infertile man a child, it would 

be the greatest publication that Hashem is in total control, and 

can change the laws of nature at will.  

Then the Rashba makes a very important statement. How did 

Avraham accomplish this feat of defying the laws of nature? By 

attaching himself to the source of everything, he now changed his 

very being and an infertile man became fertile. It is deveikus to 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu that enables man to rise above this 

mundane physical world and become united with the infinite 

Divine. When one is attached to Hashem, nothing is impossible. 

This deveikus was the center of Avraham Avinus essence. 

Avraham's remarkable discovery is the foundation of all of 

Yiddishkeit: אין עוד מלבדו Ein Od Milvado. There is nothing else 

besides Him. The whole purpose of Yiddishkeit is to transform 

the physical man into a holy spiritual being. And that comes 

through deveikus, internalizing that Hashem Echod, and there is 

nothing besides Him. In this way, nothing is impossible. 

The Marvelous Segula – !אין עוד מלבדו 

R. Chaim Volozhin in Nefesh Hachaim reveals to us the secret of 

the Marvelous Segula: “A person must implant within his heart 

the knowledge that ‘G-d is the only true power and there is no 

force in the universe besides Him.’ He must make himself 

completely dependent upon G-d, paying no heed to any other 

power or will in the world... When he does this — making his 

mind entirely subservient to Hashem and totally focusing his 

thoughts on the One G-d, blessed be He — then the Almighty will 

cause all forces and desires in the world to be null and void 

against him, and nothing will have any effect upon him 

whatsoever... Whatever he declares — will take place, and he will 

be able to perform many wondrous acts and miracles that are in 

opposition to the natural forces of the cosmos...” 

The Brisker Rav related that his father, R. Chaim Brisker zt”l, told 

him that when a person finds himself in trouble he should focus 

his entire awareness on the fact that Hashem is One, as explained 

in Nefesh HaChaim. The Brisker Rav declared that this advice 

saved him many times in his wanderings during World War II. 

He related an incident which occurred with his grandfather R. 

Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, the Beis HaLevi. One day, one of the 

merchants of Brisk came to see R. Yosef Dov in a panic. He related 

his predicament to the Rav. “The police have undertaken a 

massive hunt for black-market goods. Officers are now going from 

store to store and searching them from top to bottom. Anyone 

caught in a store where they find black-market merchandise will 

immediately be sent to Siberia. Rebbe! My store is full of such 

goods! What should I do?!” 

As soon as the Beis HaLevi heard this, he went over to the 

bookshelves, pulled out the Nefesh HaChaim, and started 

learning with the store owner the Marvelous Segula. After about 

two hours of intense study by the two men, the merchant’s wife 

came running into the Rav’s house, bearing news: “We’ve been 

saved! The police have finished searching the stores on our street 

and they missed ours! ” It seems that toward the late afternoon 

the policemen finished checking the store next door to theirs. 

They then decided to take a break. And in order to remember 

where to resume their search, they made a red mark on their 

storefront. After their break, the policemen came back and started 

arguing among themselves. Did the mark on the store mean that 

this is where they had to continue from, or that it was the last 

store they had checked? It took some time, but they finally 

decided that that store had already been searched, and they went 

on to the next store. “Hashem saved us with a miracle,” 

concluded the merchant’s wife. 

This had all transpired while the store owner and the Beis 

Ha-Levi were studying R. Chaim’s segulah. That whole time they 

had been concentrating on the teaching that “There is nothing 

else besides Him.” (Uvdos v’Hanhagos L’Beis Brisk, vol. 1, p. 15) 

During the post-war years, there was a Chassidic Jew living in 

London who was renowned for the charity and hospitality that 

he extended to all. Many itinerant fund-raisers used his home as 

their base, and he also hosted great Rebbes and their followers. 

But over the years the wheel of fortune turned, and one day this 

man declared bankruptcy. Worse still, it appeared that many of 

his business practices (which may have been considered 

acceptable in Eastern Europe) were deemed criminal offenses by 

British law, and he was summoned to be tried in court. Initially, 

he fled to America, but after a number of years he decided to 

return to England and face trial. 

The prosecutor presented the court with reams of evidence 

concerning his illegal practices. It seemed like a lost case, and 

sure enough, after many weeks of hearings, the jury returned a 

verdict of guilty on all counts. When the judge came to issue his 

final verdict, he made the following statement: 

"Mr. X, based on all the evidence presented here in this 

courtroom, I should sentence you to twenty years imprisonment. 

However, since in the course of the defense I gathered that you 

suffered under the hands of the Nazis, I do not consider it fair to 

subject you to any further suffering. By the requirements of the 

law, I should place upon you a stiff monetary fine in view of your 

many dishonest dealings. However, as I have heard that the 

Jewish community has tapped its resources to cover your legal 

expenses thus far, that penalty would in essence be a community 

fine, and I do not wish to place a further burden on the public. 

Therefore, I am acquitting you, Mr. X, this time, but I warn you 

— don’t ever do such things again!" 

Those well-versed in British law claim that in all the annals of 

British law there had never been a comparable verdict issued by 

a British court. A former resident of London was very curious to 

know what special merit had brought about such an unexpected 

verdict. On a trip to England, he found an opportune moment to 

ask the man about the secret of his success, and he received the 

following reply: 

Shortly before the trial, a friend of mine, who had studied in the 

Chevron Yeshivah before his marriage, came to see me. He told me 

about the segulah of the Nefesh HaChaim, which he recalled from 

his yeshivah days. I took his words to heart, and took no interest in 

the goings-on of the trial. I spent all my time concentrating on the 

ideal of the Nefesh HaChaim. So engrossed was I in these thoughts 

that I did not even hear the judge’s verdict. It was only when my 

friends came over to the dock and slapped me on the back, saying, 

“Did you hear what he said?” that I realized I had been acquitted! 

Wishing you a Gut Shabbos! 

 


