
LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

Mazal tov to Mr. Tuvia 

Aronoff, the winner of the 

Megillas Esther in our 

annual raffle. Much thanks 

to all those who purchased 

tickets. Your participation 

in our annual raffle is very 

much appreciated. 

Last Shabbos, our new Beis 

Medrash merited to be used 

for all tefillos from Friday 

Mincha until Maariv Motzei 

Shabbos.  Many thanks and 

appreciation to all those 

who toiled in putting 

together the shul’s 

temporary bimah & other 

amenities. Tizku l’mitzvos! 

Much hakaras ha’tov to all 

those who donated sidurim 

and chumashim.  Yosher 

Koach!  However, we still 

need many other seforim & 

furniture (tables, shtenders, 

shelving…) and many 

dedication opportunities do 

exist, so feel free to contact 

us! 

Wishing all of our readers 

an inspiring parshas zachor   

& remember to have a 

meaningful Purim!  Let us 

distribute your matanos 

la’evyonim this year.  

Details on our website. 

 

- Rabbi D
ovid Lewin

 

SACRIFICING THE ANIMAL WITHIN USSACRIFICING THE ANIMAL WITHIN USSACRIFICING THE ANIMAL WITHIN US   

 The Torah commands that when an “Adam” sins, he shall bring an animal sacrifice to 

atone for his misdoings. It is well known that the concept of teshuva is a difficult one to 

understand; if one has done something wrong, how can he erase the past and make things 

better?  This we know to be a gift from the Ribono shel Olam and we are grateful that we can 

do teshuva.  Korbanos is somewhat more difficult to understand. When we do teshuva, we 

change for the better, but how can animal sacrifice compensate for our iniquities? 

 HaRav Itzileh of Volozhin zt”l  explains that the Torah’s use of the word “Adam” (as 

opposed to “ish” or simply “one of you”) is very deliberate and alludes to man’s physical 

nature and the ground he was created from.  This is the same ground from which the animals 

were created. Yet man possesses another facet in that he is a spiritual entity and his 

neshama is made of Hashem Himself.  His purpose in life is to elevate his entire being to a 

higher spiritual plane and override his animalistic tendencies. When he falters and gives into 

his desires, he has negated his spirituality and essentially destroyed his purpose in life.  The 

physical side of him deserves death, but this would mean the end of attempting spiritual 

achievements. So, as a chesed, Hashem allows him to remain alive, but only if he stands and 

watches the animal being slaughtered.  It is not that he should imagine that the fate that he 

deserves, is being carried out on the animal instead, but rather, realize that by giving into his 

physical desires, he has become the animal.  As a chesed, Hashem allows him to slaughter a 

different animal, so that he can transform himself into the spiritual being he was created to be. 

 Although we no longer have the ability to offer korbanos, Chazal tell us that learning 

about them serves as a substitute.  Clearly, this calls for more than a superficial reading of the 

pesukim. Taking this lesson to heart is the key to achieving atonement. From there, we can 

move on to overcoming the animal within us.  As we approach Purim, this is something to 

keep in mind.  Many of the mitzvos of the day promote our physicality - we eat and drink in a 

way that is extreme. Yet Purim is a time of renewed kabalas ha’Torah. Our avodah is to live a 

physical life that is focused on spiritual growth. Purim presents a great challenge in 

accomplishing this.  However, if we are successful, we can tap in to the miraculous qualities 

of the day. 

ו“ ת ש ע               ו י ק ר אפ ר ש ת                



 

MEGILLAS ESTHER WITH A MINYANMEGILLAS ESTHER WITH A MINYANMEGILLAS ESTHER WITH A MINYAN   

 There is a dispute in the Gemara (Megilla 5a) regarding whether one needs a minyan for Megilla when it is read 

on Purim itself. (When the reading occurs on a different day, such as in the case of the small towns who sometimes read 

before the 14th, all agree that the megilla must be read with a minyan.)   Rav states that one may read Megilla on the 14th 

without a minyan. Rav Assi disagrees and requires a minyan for the Megilla reading at all times. The Gemara relates that 

although Rav ruled leniently, his personal practice was to be stringent and required a minyan like Rav Assi. The Rishonim 

differ as how to understand their dispute; do they disagree only regarding what to do l’chatchila, or is their dispute about a 

case of b’dieved. In addition, there is a machlokes as to whether to rule like Rav or Rav Assi: 

 Rabeinu Tam understands Rav Assi as requiring a minyan in all circumstances, even b’dieved. Nevertheless, he 

rules like Rav who does not require a minyan even l’chatchila. However, Rav Amram and the Rosh both understand that 

even Rav requires one to make efforts to read Megilla with a minyan. B’dieved, however one can read Megilla alone since 

the halacha follows the opinion of Rav. (See Beis Yosef for an alternate understanding of the opinion of Rav Amram.) The 

Bahag, however, understands their machlokes to refer to the case of b’dieved and the halacha follows Rav Assi. Therefore, 

one cannot fulfill his obligation to hear Megilla without a minyan. 

 The Haga’os Ashri (Megilla 1:6) questions whether or not one requires a minyan of people who are obligated in 

Megilla, or perhaps the presence of 10 people is enough for pirsum ha’neis, even if they are children. Since the Rema does 

not address the possibility of including children in the minyan it seems that one cannot include them. Since their obligation 

is really one of chinuch and is incumbent upon their parents. (M.B. 690 quoting the Pri Megadim). See however M.B. 688 

who writes that perhaps one can include ketanim (children) in a minyan for kri’as Megilla since the minyan is only required 

in order to publicize the miracle. 

 The Ba’al Ha’Itur draws a comparison between Megilla and Birchas ha’zimun; just like women can make their own 

zimun but cannot join together with men to create a zimun, so too with regards to mikra Megilla, although they are obligated 

to hear Megilla, women cannot be counted as part of the minyan. The Ran takes issue with his logic and writes that women 

can indeed be counted to make up a minyan for kri’as Megilla. The Rema writes that it is a safeik, and therefore one should 

seek out a minyan of men. See Chazon Ish (O.C. 155) as to why women do not need to try to hear Megilla with a minyan. 

 The Ra’avad takes a novel approach with this halacha and rules that a minyan is an absolute necessity for kri’as 

Megilla. However, once Megilla has been read with a minyan, members of that tzibur who have not yet heard Megilla are 

not required to search for a minyan and may read Megilla alone.  The Rema rules in accordance with this opinion and this 

is also the ruling of the Chayei Adam. The poskim understand this ruling is so as not to inconvenience those who have 

already heard Megilla just for the sake of a few individuals who have not. (Pri Megadim [in explaining M.A.], Aruch 

HaShulchan). The implication is that if there are ten such individuals [who missed the communal reading], they would be 

required to form a minyan and read Megilla together. See however, Mishna Berura who rules that one should always try to 

be stringent and search a minyan, even if he is the only one who has not yet heard Megilla. It is well known that when 

the Vilna Gaon travelled in golus, he arrived in a city after the tzibur had already read the megilla. Wanting to read the 

megilla with a minyan, he paid nine members of the community to stay and listen to him read. Unfortunately, the 

townspeople were only interested in the money, and since he had paid them in advance, they all left in the middle of the 

Gr”a’s reading, leaving him alone to finish the megilla and cry over what had transpired. 

 One who is still davening shemoneh esrei while the berachos over megilla are recited and finishes before the actual 

reading, should try to find a different minyan to hear megilla. Even if his only other option is to read megilla himself, he 

should do so in order to fulfill the mitzva with the berachos (HaRav Y S Elyashiv zt”l as quoted by Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein 

shlit”a), since the berachos are integral part of the mitzva and therefore takes precedence to reading it with a minyan. 

This Purim, give your matanos la’evyonim to aniyei Eretz Yisroel. 

Visit our website:       W W W . D A F M A P . C O M      for details ! 
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