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Now You Know 
When Eliezer asked Avraham what to 

do if the girl he found would not want 
to return with him, he used the word, 
“Oolai,” meaning ‘perhaps,’ which can 
also mean, ‘if only,’ as in, I wish it 
would happen.    

In retelling the story, the word is 
spelled differently, as the word, 
“ailai,” meaning ‘to me,’ revealing his 

subconscious desire to have Yitzchak 
marry his own daughter. 

This week, when Rivka sent Yaakov to 
get the blessings intended for Esav, 
Yaakov used the word “Oolai,”to say, 

“Perhaps my father will wish to touch 
my skin and he will realize that I am 
not Esav.”  In this case too, there is a 
certain amount of, ‘if only.’ 

While Yaakov understood the need to 

fool his father, as Rivka was given 
Divine guidance to do it this way, he 
was still not comfortable with it. 

He expressed his feelings in this way 
to say, “Though I understand it is 

necessary, I almost wish my father 
would catch me so I would not have to 
lie to him.” 

In fact, he was very careful in what he 
said.  When he spoke to Yitzchak it 

was in an ambiguous way to minimize 
the falsehoods.   

We learn from this that even if one is 
forced to do something unpleasant, 

such as giving criticism, he should not 
be pleased about it and should seek 
to minimize the pain he causes to the 
recipient. 

Thought of the week: 
Don’t strive for greatness 
because you need it.  Strive 
because you are needed. 
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“Yitzchak entreated HaShem opposite his wife because she was barren. HaShem 
allowed Himself to be entreated by him and his wife Rivka conceived.” (Gen. 25:21) 

Barren for close to twenty years, Yitzchak and Rivka prayed fervently to be blessed with 
children.  The Torah says that Yitzchak prayed “opposite” his wife and HaShem accepted 
his prayer.  Rashi explains that they stood on opposite sides of the room and Yitzchak’s 
prayer was accepted because you cannot compare the prayer of a tzaddik ben tzaddik, a 
righteous person the son of a righteous person, to the prayer of one whose parents were 
not righteous.  Simply understood, Avraham’s merit helped Yitzchak be answered. 

But there was a significant difference between the prayers they offered.  Yitzchak already 
had a Divine promise that he would have children.  He therefore prayed that the children he 
would have would come from Rivka.  She heard him, and also prayed that the children she 
would have would come from Yitzchak.  But, she was still davening for herself to have 
children while Yitzchak was asking solely on her behalf. 

Even though he was not praying for his own needs, he stormed the gates of Heaven on 
behalf of Rivka, “for she was a barren woman.”  Perhaps the nuance implied here is that he 
didn’t pray for her because she was his wife, but rather because she was someone with a 
problem and he, as the Gadol HaDor, had an extra responsibility to help her. 

As we find Moshe constantly prayed on behalf of the Jewish nation, Yitzchak peppered 
HaShem with tefilos and requests that Rivka bear children.  HaShem allowed Himself to be 
“swayed” and she conceived. 

Perhaps this gives us a new insight into prayer for another.  When one davens not for 
himself but for another (even when he has the same need) because he feels responsible to 
help that person, HaShem listens to those prayers and holds them very dear. 

That may also be why Rashi says you cannot compare the prayers of people who didn’t 
have righteous parents to those who did.  Avraham was known as the address to go to for 
help.  Yitzchak inherited that mantle of leadership and prayed for Rivka as if she were one 
of his flock.  He knew his father had davened for Avimelech’s people to give birth even 
though Sarah was still barren (and soon afterwards Sarah was blessed with a child!)  Rivka 
had no such frame of reference from her home, and thus her prayer was different from that 
of her husband Yitzchak. 

When we pray for others, it finds special favor in HaShem’s eyes.  Let us focus on this and 
be aware of the needs of others, so we may help them and please our righteous Father in 
Heaven. 

A man’s wife fell ill and the doctors abandoned hope.  Desperate, he went to the Chofetz 
Chaim in Radin who promised to pray on condition that the man not reveal that he had 
asked the Chofetz Chaim for help.  The woman had a miraculous recovery. 

Years later, someone else fell ill with the disease.  Seeing their distress, the man broke his 
promise and revealed that when he faced this issue he’d gone to Radin.  Shortly thereafter, 
his wife’s illness returned.  Immediately, he ran back to the Chofetz Chaim. 

“I am sorry but I cannot help you,” said the sage.  “But last time you davened and my wife 
was healed!” responded the distraught man. 

“When you came to me last time,” said the Chofetz Chaim, “I was a younger man.  I fasted 
FORTY days for your wife to be healed.  I am sorry, but I don’t have the strength anymore.” 

What devotion great people have to their fellow Jews!  Let us strive for greatness. 
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They can’t do it 
without you. 

Print, e-mail, and share 
Migdal Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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