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 פרשת בלק
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear daughter, Chaviva. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו רפואה שלימה:ל   
 
 

 
  

 

וירא בלק בן צפור את כל אשר עשה ישראל "
)ג, כב( "לאמרי.  

“Balak, son of Zippor, saw all that 
Israel had done to the Amorite.”  
 
Balak said to Balaam, “For I know that 
whomever you bless is blessed and whomever 
you curse is accursed.”1  If that was the case, why 
did Balak not ask Balaam to bless him that the 
Jewish people would be unable to harm him?  
This is the way of the enemies of Israel.  Out of 
the intensity of their hatred for the Jewish 
people, they do not seek their own good – rather, 
they seek to trample the Jewish people as much 
as possible, G-d forbid.2 
 
 

 אהבת עולם אהבתנו3
With an Eternal Love, Have You Loved Us 

 
Hashem loves us so much that he altered the 
wickedest evildoer, Balaam – and in place of the 
curses that were already on the tip of his tongue 
- He placed such blessings. 
 
We cannot even fathom how much Hashem 
loves us.  Hashem loves us infinitely.  He is 
prepared to overturn the entire world for us.  We 
merit this not because of our actions but rather, 
because we are Hashem's children.  "My 
firstborn son is Israel."4  "For you, and only for 
you, I created My world.  To take you out to 
freedom, I altered creation and the rules of 
nature - I turned the word upside down for you."  
HKB"H's boundless love for us is 
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incomprehensible to us.  "With an eternal love, 
have You loved us, Hashem, our G-d.”  “You have 
chosen us from all the peoples; You loved us and 
found favor in us.”5 
 
All of yiddishkeit is love.  It is an amazing 
melody that plays throughout the world.  It is 
a melody that reveals Hashem’s love to every 
Jewish soul.  The word "love" appears so often 
in our greatest moment of solitude with Hashem, 
"Shema Yisroel" - "You shall love Hashem, your G-
d, with all your heart, with all your soul and with 
all your resources.”6 
 
The founder of the Jewish people, Avraham 
Avinu, was the pillar of love.  How did he 
establish the Jewish nation?  He received love for 
something from above - and that love burned 
within him to the point that he was willing to be 
cast into a fiery furnace.  A baal teshuva goes 
through a similar experience - he suddenly 
reveals such a light that he begins to chase after 
it, without knowing or understanding - until he 
abandons everything and begins an entirely new 
life, a true life. 
 
Love is the greatest power that can exist in 
the world.  It is a power against which 
nothing can stand.   
                                                           
 אתה בחרתנו מכל העמים אהבת אותנו ורצית בנו (תפילת יו"ט) 5
 ואהבת את ד' אלקיך בכל לבבך ובכל נפשך ובכל מאדך 6

פילת שמע)  ות –(דברים ו, ה   



pg. 2  פרשת בלק 

 

We have a mitzvah to love Hashem with our 
entire heart and soul.  That is the objective.  That 
is the goal.  It is not merely some level for exalted 
people.  Every child says, "You shall love 
Hashem" in Shema. 
 
We cannot do all kinds of strange things and then 
say, "Who says that it is forbidden?  Where is it 
written?"  It may not be written, but how does it 
concur with "You shall love Hashem?"  It does 
not, it does not connect us - it detaches us.  Our 
main task is constantly to check whether 
something connects us to Hashem or, G-d forbid, 
disconnects us.  “One thing I ask of Hashem, that 
I seek - that I may dwell in the house of Hashem 
all the days of my life.”7  “I ask for nothing, 
except one thing - to be with You.  I constantly 
look to You, raise my head to You; wait for 
You to return my gaze, Father.  When this 
happens, it is the most amazing feeling that I 
experience - I do not need anything else.” 
 
How do we reach this level of connection?  We 
do so only by increasingly speaking to 
Hashem.  Balak asked Balaam to curse.  What 
was Balaam's answer?  "Behold!  It is a nation 
that will dwell in solitude."8  How can I curse 
the Jewish people - behold they perform 
hisbodedus (בודד)?  They are such a holy nation 
that they conduct hisbodedus between 
themselves and their Creator and pour out their 
hearts each time.  Every day, they think about 
their last days and their ultimate destination.  In 
this way, they are protected from all enemies, 
foes and antagonists.  They seclude themselves 
in the shade of Hashem’s wings constantly.”9 
 
You want to feel connected to your Father in 
Heaven?  Conduct hisbodedus.  Find a secluded 
corner in the field, in the house or even in the 
middle of the Beis Midrash when you cover your 
face with your tallis –and you are with Father. 
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Hisbodedus transforms life into something sweet, 
of high quality – a life of true closeness to G-d.  
We must accept upon ourselves the guileless 
service of bonding with HKB”H in our daily lives 
– a personal, simple and natural bond, not a bond 
that is as if He is found far away, rather, as He is 
found so nearby, literally right before our eyes. 
 
What else can help us feel Hashem and love 
Hashem?  Seeing only the good in others.  That 
is a benevolent perspective, which is a 
tremendous asset.  The result is a happy life 
because it is so pleasurable to see only the good 
in others.  Even if there is bad, ignore it, do not 
seek the flaws - act like the Creator.  “Hashem’s 
way is to look at the good deeds that we do.  
Even if He discovers negative elements – He does 
not look at them, as it states in the parsha, ‘He 
perceived no iniquity in Yaakov.’10  All the more 
so, it is forbidden for a human being to seek 
the negatives in a friend, to find precisely 
what is not good and to search for flaws in his 
friend’s devotions.  To the contrary, we are 
obligated to look only for the good.”11 
 
Years ago, one chol hamoed Pesach, several 
chasidim told the Mishkoltz Rebbe, of Petach 
Tikvah, of a local bakery that was selling 
chometz.  Despite many attempts of begging and 
threatening him to stop, he would not listen.  The 
Rebbe went to speak to the baker.  The Rebbe 
stood at the entrance of the bakery and called 
out, affectionately and with a smile, “Tzaddik, a 
kosher and happy Pesach to you!”  The baker, 
who had been raised completely secular, 
observed the shining face calling to him so 
lovingly - he humbly ran to greet the Rebbe.  The 
Rebbe patted him on the back and asked, “How 
are you, tzaddik?”  Abashedly, he responded, 
“Me?  Look at me, Rebbe, I am no tzaddik.”  The 
Rebbe replied, “Of course you are a tzaddik!  We 
are all children of Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov 
– we have such illustrious fathers and 
grandfathers – we naturally continue their 
ways…”  In this manner, the Rebbe spoke about 
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his attributes, all while patting him on the back.  
He then explained the mitzvos of Pesach - and 
why it was forbidden to sell or eat chometz on 
Pesach.  The bystanders were surprised when 
the man promised to close the store until after 
Yom Tov.  The chasidim were amazed at how, 
with genuine ahavas Yisroel and a few words 
of praise, a Jewish heart could be 
transformed.  On the way home, the Rebbe 
reminded them of this pasuk, “He perceived no 
iniquity in Yaakov, and saw no perversity in 
Israel.  Hashem, his G-d, is with him, and the 
friendship of the King is in him.”12  When we do 
not look for a person’s sins or his negative 
attributes but speak to him in a positive 
manner (e.g. “you are a tzaddik”) – we can 
change his heart.  That man slowly drew close 
to yiddishkeit.  He started to daven and learn 
regularly - until he became one of the upstanding 
members of the religious community in the city. 
 
To reach the light – we must traverse the 
darkness!  It is a law of nature!  Without 
going through darkness – we cannot perceive 
light.  We must perceive darkness from a new 
angle.  We must remember that Hashem is 
always with us – we are never alone.  
Everything only seems difficult and dark – but 
there is no place that does not receive its vitality 
from the Creator.  No place is absent Hashem’s 
compassion.  We must seek Hashem in the 
darkness and difficulties because when we find 
Him there, we emerge from there. 
 
We proceed without knowing anything.  If that is 
how Hashem wants us to serve Him – we lower 
our heads and do our best.  “We must decide: ‘I 
am a servant of Hashem!  I work for Hashem!  
Hashem does not work for me and Hashem 
owes me nothing!’  We serve Hashem under the 
conditions that He wants us to serve Him.  
Everything that transpires, every difficulty, every 
trouble – is exactly as Hashem wants us to serve 
Him.  They are His circumstances.  True, what 
happens to us is often quite challenging.  
However, we must set the difficulties aside 
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and start to contemplate and thank for all of 
the miracles that Hashem does for us, all of 
Hashem’s good Providence.  We must begin to 
feel how much Hashem loves us and be happy 
for the very difficulties and challenges – they 
are the settings in which we serve Hashem.  
Hashem decides how we serve Him.  Hashem 
wants us to accept the suffering with love, be 
happy about them and thank Him for them 
because they are all His will and for the best.”13 
 
HKB”H’s greatest pleasure derives from people 
in this world serving Him – struggling with 
darkness, enduring trying challenges – yet 
pressing ahead.  At the apex of darkness, we 
strengthen our emuna that it is all from You, 
Father, and all for the best.  After 120 years, we 
will see how it was all You and how You were 
with us at our lowest points, how You held us in 
Your hands when we could not go on any more.  
When we have complete emuna that HKB”H is 
All-Compassionate - there are no questions.  
This emuna fills a person with tranquility and 
gives him the strength to withstand 
tribulations. 
 
I cannot do anything today – but I do not absolve 
myself.  I know that Hashem exists and that I 
must increase holiness – so even though I 
cannot do – I can feel, I can want, I can wish, I 
can love.  We cannot do big things – do 
something small.  Pray to be able to do more 
tomorrow.  “If you are very distant from Hashem 
and you feel like you ruin something every hour 
– nevertheless, you should know that for such a 
person, who is so physical, every motion that he 
makes to separate himself, ever so slightly, from 
physicality and turn towards Hashem is very 
great and precious.  Even the tiniest element by 
which he separates himself from physicality lets 
him run many miles in the upper worlds.”14 
 
We must remember that it is Hashem Himself 
Who withholds our salvation because He 
loves us so much and only He knows what is 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Fill me with holy desires, desires for You.  May I merit, each day anew, like on Erev Pesach, to burn 
the chometz in my heart, which is the yetzer hora, which is all of the illicit desires and negative traits – until there remains 
no trace of it and my heart turns into a completely good heart, that contains only good desires.  Help me, Father, to turn the 
fire of my illicit desires into a fire of holiness, a fire of desires for You – as it once was, at the beginning of teshuva, when the 
holy fire burned within me at full strength and I merited doing amazing things that I no longer have the strength to do.  I 
used to be able to take on positive resolutions, hold back, overcome – but today it is so hard, it is almost impossible. 

I used to fast all of the fast days very easily (even shovavim and behab) – today it is so hard for me.  I used to cry out in the 
fields with all of my strength – but today I am much quieter and I am jealous of those who scream limitlessly.  I used to 
sense the holiness in the homes of my neighborhood.  Today, I complain about dirt in the street and that there is no parking 
because of overcrowding.  Yet, I still refuse to move elsewhere. 

Master of the World, thank You for Shabbos and Yom Tov, for on them, I am filled with joy for being fortunate to live in 
Yerushalayim, the holy city and to live a Jewish life, a genuine life, a life that can only be lived here – where everyone 
moves, runs, bustles, sweats, buys, prepares – all to do Your will.  Master of the World, it is true that I no longer have the 
strength that I once had, but in my heart there is such love for You and my mouth utters such words to You, more than it 
used to.  Master of the World; do not let me cool off.  Ignite this holy fire afresh within me, the fire that wants only You! 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.”     ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9  
For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.us            י"ד תמוז תשע"ז– July 8, 2017 

 

 

good for us.  Never despair.  We never know 
what the next moment will bring.  We must 
never let go of our desires and aspirations 
because all of the obstacles are to strengthen our 
longings and desires!  Hashem is so proud of 
anyone who strengthens his desires despite 
the difficulties, impediments and downfalls. 
 
We wake up each morning with the power of 
sight – yet we recite the blessing by rote, quickly 
and without concentrating.  The same is true of 
all the blessings.  It is rare to find Jews who recite 
the morning blessings with genuine feelings of 
gratitude and love. 
 
The greatest delight a Jew can have is feeling that 
he cleaves to and loves Hashem.  Our mission in 
life is our bond and connection with HKB”H.  
Hashem conceals His will, yet grants man the 
power and wisdom to understand that he must 

spend his life seeking Hashem and nullifying his 
own will to Hashem’s will.15 
 
Sometimes we are stopped by force – we cannot 
believe what we are going through.  “Master of 
the World, why?”  Hashem answers, “Why?  
Because I love you.  Until now, I sent you small 
hints, then bigger hints – but you did not 
understand.  Now, I have no choice but to stop 
you by force.  Those who stubbornly persist, 
may, G-d forbid, face terrifying danger.”  That is 
exactly what happened to the evil Balaam.  
HKB”H stopped him but he persisted.  “In the 
way that a person wants to go – he is led.”16  
“This story must be a warning sign for us.  When 
Heaven stops us – we must stop.  We must listen 
to the messages.  The way a person wants to go, 
he is led.  If we overcome and have strong 
yearnings for Hashem, we will be led in the best 
and holiest path. 17 
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