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From Them Torah Will Come Forth 
Adapted from a Chumash Rashi shiur given by the Tolner Rebbe shlita, Balak 5762 

  לע"נ האשה החשובה מרת חוה חיה שרה ע"ה בת הרב נטע אריה ז"ל ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.  
In parshas Balak, in Bilam’s final blessing to Klal Yisrael, the possuk says, (במדבר כד, ז) “ יזל מים מדליו וזרעו

 ,Water will flow from his wells, and his seed will be well watered ,במים רבים וירם מאגג מלכו ותנשא מלכתו
and his king will rise up over Agag [King of Amalek] and his majesty will be elevated. 

The Gemarah in Nedarim quotes a message of warning that was sent from Eretz Yisrael to Bavel which 
makes use of a drashah based on the cryptic words of this blessing, and says (.נדרים פא) “ שלחו מתם הזהרו

בוביתא הזהרו בחבורה הזהרו בבני עניים שמהן תצא תורה שנאמר יזל מים מדליו שמהן תצא תורה, ומפני מה בער

 they sent [to ,אין מצויין תלמידי חכמים לצאת תלמידי חכמים מבניהן וכו' רב אשי אומר משום דקרו לאינשי חמרי
the Yeshiva in Bavel] from there [the Yeshiva in Eretz Yisrael], Be careful with regard to filth, be careful 
about belonging to a social group, and be careful with the children of the poor as from them the Torah 
will come forth, as it says, ‘water will flow from his wells’, for from them [ יםמדל  - the poor ones] Torah 
will come forth, and why is it not often found that the children of Talmidei Chachamim emerge Talmidei 
Chachamim? Rav Ashi says, because they call people donkeys.”  

The Ran writes in explanation, “ ללמד  -בחבורה כלומר הזהרו בתכבוסת וברחיצה. הזהרו  -הזהרו בערבוביתא 

להשתדל ללמדם תורה שמהן תצא  -תורה בחבורה שהתלמידים מחדדים זה את זה ואת הרב. הזהרו בבני עניים 

שעל הרוב אינם בני תורה -תורה שאין להם עסק אחר ועוד שדעתם שפלה עליהם. לצאת מבניהם ת"ח  , be careful 
with regard to filth – this means to say, be careful with regard to laundry and washing. Be careful about 
belonging to a social group – to learn Torah in a group because the students sharpen each other’s minds 
and the mind of their Rebbe. Be careful with the children of the poor – make efforts to teach them Torah 
because from them Torah will come forth because they have no other business, and also because they 
are self-effacing. [That the children of Talmidei Chachanim should] emerge Talmidei Chachamim – 
because in the majority of instances they are not Bnei Torah.” 

A Common Theme 
There are several points regarding this Gemarah that must be clarified. Foremost, from the fact that these 
warnings were sent together in the same message it would appear that they have some connection to 
each other, even though this is not immediately apparent. We must therefore ask whether there is in fact 
a common theme in their warnings and if so what it is?Q1  

The Household of a True Ben Torah 
Additionally, the reasoning behind the Gemarah’s third warning must be explained. Why are the children 
of the poor more prone to becoming Talmidei Chachamim than the children of Talmidei Chachamim 
themselves? The fact that a Talmid Chacham would refer to people as donkeys is certainly deplorable, but 
why would it handicap his children to such an extent that it would prevent them from growing into 
Talmidei Chachamim themselves? One would have expected the Gemarah to issue a warning about being 
careful with the children of Talmidei Chachamim, because they grow up in the households of true Bnei 
Torah, and they therefore have a much better chance of emerging with proper values and appreciation 
for Torah learning, than the children of an unlearned pauper?Q2 

Rabi Elazar Ben Pedas 
Another point that must be clarified is, as the Gemarah (:סנהדרין יז) says that when a statement is introduced 
by saying that it was sent ‘from there’ without mentioning who the sender was, it is referring to a message 
sent by Rabi Elazar Ben Pedas, who lived in Eretz Yisrael. From the fact that the Gemarah not simply quote 
the statement in his name as it does generally it can be assumed that there is significance to the fact that 
this message was sent from Eretz Yisrael. We must therefore attempt to understand the implication of 
this fact on on the content of the message?Q3  
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The Definition of a ‘Ben Torah’ 
In order to properly understand this Gemarah and the lessons that it teaches us we must first examine 
what criteria the Torah established in order for someone to be defined as a ‘Ben Torah’, as they can be 
derived from three statements of Chazal. 

Not Focused on Worldly Pleasures 
The first qualification can be found in the Midrash (ילקוט שמעוני תשס"ז) on our parshah. The Midrash says, 
“ גרם לך להיות בן תורה שאתה רובץ בעפר ובאשפתות, יששכר חמור גרם למה שרובץ בין יעקב אמר ליששכר מי 

 Yaakov told Yissachar, what caused you to become a Ben Torah? That you lay down in the ,המשפתים
garbage, [as it says] what caused Yissachar to be as [powerful in Torah learning as] a strong donkey? This 
that you lay down amongst the garbage.” We see from this Midrash that a Ben Torah must be willing to 
overlook his physical comforts in his quest for growth in Torah, in fulfillment of the words of the Mishnah, 
“ (אבות ו, ד)  ובתורה תחיה צער וחיי תישן הארץ ועל תשתה במשורה ומים תאכל במלח פת, תורה של דרכה היא כך

הבא לעולם לך וטוב הזה בעולם אשריך לך וטוב אשריך כן עשה אתה אם .עמל אתה , So is the way of the Torah, 
bread with salt you shall eat, water in small measure you shall drink, and upon the ground you shall sleep, 
and a life of deprivation you shall live, and in the Torah you shall toil – if you do so, praised are you and it 
is good for you. Praised are you in this world and it is good for you in the world to come.”  

Such dedication to Torah can only come from a place of great love, in the same way that a person would 
act on behalf of a very close relative without thinking about himself and weighing the cost or the difficulty, 
so too a true Ben Torah is willing to sacrifice all the worldly comforts for his love of the Torah, as is 
epitomized by the words of the Midrash, (ויקרא רבא ל, א) “ בה שאהב רבי יוחנן האם יתן איש את כל הון ביתו בא

 if a man were to offer his entire wealth in place of the love that Rabi Yochanan loved ,את התורה בוז יבוזו לו
the Torah, he would surely be scorned.”  

Willingness to Review 
The second defining quality of a Ben Torah is described in the following Midrash ( יתרו טותנחומא  ), which says, 
“  עצמך ובין בינך אותה שתפשוט עד הצבור לפני דבר לומר גסה רוחך תהא לא תורה בן תהיה שאם התורה למדך

פעמים שלשה שנים , The Torah teaches you that if you are to be a Ben Torah you should not be haughty 
and say something before a crowd of people until you have analyzed it on your own, two or three times.” 
We see from this Midrash that a Ben Torah must possess the humility necessary to realize that he is not 
too great to make mistakes and that if he does not review the material that he wants to teach beforehand 
numerous times, then he is likely to err, as he will not adequately acquire Torah knowledge without 
constant review. 

Appropriate Behavior 
The last definition of a Ben Torah that we will focus on is found in the Gemarah (.מנחות נג) which relates 
that the Talmidim of Rabi Preida once announced to him a visitor with the following words, “  בר עזרא רבי

אבבא קאי לעזרא עשירי דהוא עזריה בן אלעזר' לר עשירי דהוא אבטולס דרבי בריה , Rabi Ezra the grandson of 
Rabi Avtulis who is a tenth generation descendent of Rabi Elazar Ben Azaria who was a tenth generation 
descendent of Ezra [Hasofer] is at the door.” He responded to them, “  אי יאי הוא אוריין בר אי האי כולי מאי

תיכליה אישא אוריין בר ולא אבהן בר ואי יאי אבהן ובר אוריין בר , what is all this [todo that you are making 
about his ancestry] If he is a learned man then it is well, and if he is a learned man as well as of impressive 
lineage then it is all the better, but if he is of impressive lineage and is not a learned man then he should 
be consumed by fire.” Rashi comments, “ אם בן תורה הוא הרי הגון –אי בר אוריין  , If he is a learned man – if 
he is a Ben Torah then he is upstanding. The Ritvah (.מועד קטן כה) makes a similar comment and says, “ מי

ר לו להיות כשר באמתששאינו בן תורה אי אפ , it is not possible for someone who is not a Ben Torah to be 
truly righteous.”  

We can deduce from Rashi and the Ritva that a person’s behavior is a true indicator of whether he is a 
real Ben Torah or not, as the fact that a person cannot be truly righteous if he is not a Ben Torah dictates 
that someone who is not upstanding, or does not behave appropriately, cannot possibly be considered a 
Ben Torah, regardless of his achievements in learning. 
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The Way To Get There 
After understanding Chazal’s criteria for being defined as a Ben Torah, we must also analyze the approach 
that Chazal prescribed in order to reach this spiritual goal. The Gemarah tells us two prerequisites to 
acquiring Torah knowledge and retaining it. The Gemarah says, (:ברכות סג) “אין התורה נקנית אלא בחבורה, 
Torah can only be acquired through studying in a group.”  

This is because it is specifically through learning together with other people, where one person can 
challenge the understanding of the other, that mistakes can be found and corrected, and by doing so, a 
correct interpretation of the Torah can be achieved. If this is lacking however, the Gemarah warns that a 
person will become foolish and sin as he will not have anybody at hand to tell him that he is wrong.  

The Gemarah also says, (.תענית ז) “  הוי ()ישעיה נה, א דכתיב למים תורה דברי נמשלו למה אידי בר חנינא רבי אמר

 במי אלא מתקיימין אין תורה דברי אף נמוך למקום והולכין גבוה מקום מניחין מים מה לך לומר למים לכו צמא כל

שפלה שדעתו , Rabi Chanina bar Idi said, why are Divrei Torah compared to water, as it says, ‘Hoy, all the 
thirsty should go to the water’, to tell you that just as water leaves a high place and flows to a low place, 
so too Divrei Torah will only remain with a person who is lowly in his own eyes.”  

These statements share a common theme, as one can only learn in a group setting if he has sufficient 
humility to accept the fact that he may make mistakes and needs others to correct him.   

From the fact that these Gemarahs are worded so strongly, and write that the only way that the Torah is 
acquired is through group study and the only way that Torah remains with a person is if they are humble, 
we can understand that these components are ‘מעכב בדיעבד’, absolutely necessary and cannot be done 
without. Thus the way to reach the lofty status of being a Ben Torah is for a person to acquire the trait of 
humility, which will pave the way for him to learn much Torah and achieve the Middos Tovos possessed 
by a true Ben Torah.  

 כל איש מישראל חייב בתלמוד תורה
The Rambam ( י-הלכות תלמוד תורה א, ח ) writes that every Jewish man is obligated in the mitzvah of Talmud 
Torah, regardless of his physical or financial circumstances. As this is the case the fact that some people 
are born into  difficult life circumstances that seem to have the potential to hinder growth in Torah cannot 
be because Hashem does not desire or expect them to grow in Torah, as the Halachah clearly does not 
exempt them from learning.  

Those people should in no way be considered inferior or unworthy because, in fact, the exact opposite is 
true. Although there are stronger and weaker Neshamos, the ones born into luxurious circumstances 
which enable them to learn without distraction are not necessarily the ‘higher’ Neshamos. On the 
contrary, Hashem knows that the ‘higher’ Neshamos who have the greatest spiritual potential possess the 
strength to reach their potential with minimal external help, and can therefore be born into the simplest 
families that are far from Torah learning, whereas the weak Neshamos, who would easily fold when faced 
with adversity or temptation are put into the families where they will be cradled and coddled and enabled 
to learn with ease.  

Great Spiritual Power 
With this we can now understand that it is precisely the ‘בני עניים’ who are destined to be the next 
generation of Bnei Torah because the fact that they were put into disadvantaged homes reflects upon 
their spiritual power, meaning that they will have the fortitude to grow in learning ‘against the odds’ and 
will therefore have the potential to reach higher levels in learning.  

In addition, the fact that they come from humble beginnings will give them an added advantage as they 
will be naturally more humble and think less of themselves, as they do not come from impressive families, 
and were also not brought up in houses were their learned fathers looked down on the less learned and 
called them ‘donkeys’. As Chazal taught that humility is the key to developing into a ben Torah we can 
understand that in this respect it is the ‘disadvantaged’ who actually have the advantage. A2       
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The Three Warnings 
We can now explain the connection between the three warnings that were sent by Rabi Elazar Ben Pedas. 
He was instructing them on how to ensure that the following generation would grow into Bnei Torah by 
making sure that they develop the three traits that signify Bnei Torah.  

The first one, to be careful with regard to filth, can also be understood on a deeper level to be referring 
to spiritual filth and he was instructing them to keep themselves clean of sin and impurity – as a person 
who does not behave appropriately cannot be a Ben Torah.  

The second warning, to be careful to learn Torah in a group relates to the qualifications of humility and 
the benefits of group study. 

The last warning, to be careful with the sons of the poor is because they are the ones who were forcibly 
placed in circumstances that obligate them to ignore their lack of physical comfort in order to learn Torah, 
and moreover, they are the ones who have the greatest chance to succeed with developing into Bnei 
Torah, specifically because of those circumstances.A1  

Eretz Yisrael 
Chazal (בראשית רבא טז) tell us that there is no Torah like the Torah of Eretz Yisrael, and this can be 
understood because of the heightened revelation of Hashem’s presence in Eretz Yisrael, as Chazal tell us 
 one who lives in Eretz Yisrael it is if [only] he has a G-d.” Because ,הדר בארץ ישראל דומה למי שיש לו אלקה“
of this heightened spiritual awareness, a Ben Torah who lives in Eretz Yisrael will have an easier time 
protecting himself from sin, as he will be embarrassed to transgress Hashem’s word in His presence. He 
will naturally also feel more humble, as awareness of Hashem’s presence in his everyday life will remind 
him of his natural human failings and protect him from haughtiness.  

This is not true of Chutz Laaretz, as Chazal tell us “הדר בחוץ לארץ דומה למי שאין לו אלקה, one who lives in 
Chutz Laretz appears not to have a G-d,” because the Divine presence is not as easily discerned. Regarding 
Bavel in particular Chazal (.סנהדרין כד) tell us that an added portion of haughtiness was given to Bavel, 
meaning that in Bavel, more than in other places, it was harder to develop into a true Ben Torah, as the 
natural tendency of the land influences a person to haughtiness. To counteract this phenomenon Rabi 
Elazar Ben Pedas sent these guidelines of how to raise the next generation to become true Bnei Torah. A3 

These lessons are relevant to our times as well, especially as there are many ‘בני עניים’ amongst us that 
are not always given the opportunity to grow and develop due to our lack of appreciation for their role as 
the next generation of Bnei Torah. Through following these guidelines may we merit seeing the fulfilment 
of the next part of the possuk “וזרעו במים רבים,and his seed will be well watered,” meaning that we will 
see the next generation grow into true Bnei Torah in an abundance of Torah, and in their merit see the 
fulfilment of the last part of the possuk, “וירם מאגג מלכו ותנשא מלכתו and His king  [Melech Hamashiach] 
will rise up over Agag [King of Amalek] and His [Hashem’s] Majesty will be elevated,” amen, KY”R. 
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