
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

קדושים מות( )אחרי פרשת  - Unified and Holy 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

ְהיּו כִׁ  ים תִׁ ('ב 'יט)י י ָקדֹוש ֲאנִׁ ְקֹדשִׁ  
 
 

Be holy, because I am Holy 
 

The Sefas Emes quotes Rashi on this Possuk, “This Parsha was said in Hakhel,” and then asks, 
why is this a significant fact and what can be learnt from this? 

He explains that Kedusha is only available to a person who considers himself part of the 
general Klal. Once an individual Yid views himself as part of Klal Yisroel and not simply as an 
individual, then he is able to reach levels of Kedusha. This is the message of Rashi; if there is 
‘Hakhel’, togetherness, then there can be Kedusha.  

This concept works well with a Possuk later in the Parsha –  ָה'י ֹוָך ֲאנִׁ מכָ  ֲעָךְלר   ַהְבתָ ְוא . Why does 
the Possuk end with  ִׁה'י ֲאנ ? 

Rav Noach Weinberg tells a beautiful story to answer this question. 

There were once two friends; Reuven lived in Rome and Shimon lived in Sirya. Reuven went 
on a business trip to Syria and whilst he was there he was accused of being a spy! He protested 
his innocence but they would not listen to him. The Emperor decided that he must be hanged. 
Reuven was obviously upset but he made the following request. “I have family back home 
who don’t know what happened to me here. Please let me go home and at least say good bye 
to them and settle my financial affairs. Then I will return here and you can hang me.” 

The Emperor burst out laughing. “How can I let you do that? You’re just going to run away 
and not come back!” 

Reuven replied, “I’ll give you a guarantor.” 

The Emperor was surprised, “What guarantor?” 

“I have a friend who lives here called Shimon,” Reuven replied. “He’ll take my place until I 
come back. If I am not back by the end of sixty days, you can hang him instead.” 

The Emperor was impressed with this guarantor idea and so he agreed to go along with it. 
They called Shimon in and asked him if he’d do it. “Of course I will do it!” Shimon replied, 
“Reuven is my good friend!” 

So Reuven travelled by ship home to Rome and Shimon took his place in jail. Reuven spent 
quality time with his family and after many days tearfully took leave of them and made his 
way back to Syria. His return journey didn’t go so smoothly and he was delayed by storms. 

Meanwhile in Syria, the awaiting officers saw that Reuven had not yet arrived back and that  
the sixty days were now up. “Ho! He’s not coming back!” they cried. “We must take Shimon 
instead.” 

And so they schlepped Shimon out of jail and readied him to be hung instead of Reuven. 
Suddenly, there was a commotion – Reuven had just arrived! 

“Stop!!” Reuven called to the officers. “Take Shimon down and put me there instead!” 

Shimon shook his head, “No! Leave me here to be killed instead of Reuven; I was his guarantor 
after all!” 

Reuven wouldn’t hear of it, “But I was sentenced as the spy!” And so the argument went on. 
Who would be the one to be killed? 

Eventually, they brought the matter to the Emperor to decide. He listened to both their 
arguments and then he turned to them. 

“I’ll let you both go free,” he said, “on condition, that you make me the third friend.” 

When Hashem see’s two Yidden loving and caring for each other, “ ֹוָךמכָ  ֲעָךְלר   ַהְבתָ ְואָ  ”; He says, 
“make Me the third friend.”  

Where there is “Hakhel”, togetherness, then it’s possible to connect to Kedusha, “ ה'י ֲאנִׁ  ”. 

 

 


