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T he parashahbegins,ìò äîçìîì àöú éë
êãéá êé÷ìà 'ã åðúðå êáéåà, "When you go

out to war against your enemies, Hashem
your G-d will deliver them into your

hands…"TorahWellsprings- Ki Se itze i

This passuk, like all pesukim of the
Torah, can be translated literally (èùô) or

figuratively (ùøã).

Rashi writes,øáãî áåúëä úåùøä úîçìîá. So
according to its simple translation (èùô)
the passuk is teaching us the laws
pertaining to the wars that occur outside

of Eretz Yisrael.

Figuratively, thepassukis discussing the
greatest war of all, the war against the
yetzer hara. The Torah says,äîçìîì àöú éë
êáéåà ìò, when you go out to war against
the yetzer hara, êãéá êé÷ìà 'ä åðúðå, Hashem
will give him over into your hands…"

The Rebbe Reb Bunim of Peshischazy'a
said that in our generation, theùøã
becomes theèùô. Because the Torah is
eternal, and today we aren't wagingúîçìî
äåöî. Therefore, in our generation, the
simple reading of thepassukis to teach
us about our war with theyetzer hara.
The Torah promises,êãéá êé÷ìà 'ä åðúðå, if
you will battle with theyetzer hara, you

will succeed.
The passuk concludes, åéáù úéáùå, "you
will capture the captives." Rebbe Ahron
of Belz zy'aexplains that people often
feel that they've been captured by the
yetzer hara. When we ask them why they
act in the way they do, they answer that
they know that their deeds are improper,
however the yetzer hara overcomes
them. Thepassukteaches that if one will
wage war against theyetzer hara,úéáùå
åéáù, you will free yourself from captivity,
and you can escape from theyetzer

hara's clutches.1111

SmallSmallSmallSmall StepsStepsStepsSteps

How do we escape from captivity? One
answer is to take on kabbalos
(resolutions) for the upcoming year.
Choose some good deeds that you want
to do, and keep it the entire upcoming
year. This kabalah will become your
saneigar (lawyer) in judgment, and it
will totally change you. Regardless of
what thekabbalahis – whether it is large
or small – it has the potential to free us
from the grip of theyetzer hara, and to

set us on the path ofteshuvah.

Before Rosh Hashanah, Reb Eliyah
Lopian zt'l once asked Reb Aryeh Leib

1. The Imrei Elimelech explained, איבך  על למלחמה  תצא ,כי if you will not wait until Rosh
Hashanah, but begin to wage a war against the yetzer hara already in Elul, then, ונתנו

בידך  אלקיך ,ה' Hashem will deliver the yetzer hara into your hands."
There was a businessman who would often take business counsel from his rebbe, the Sfas
Emes. Once, this businessman arrived during Elul, to ask his questions. The Sfas Emes told
him, “If you want to make the best investment, I recommend investing in teshuvah, because
right now that earns the highest dividends — both spiritual and material.
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Chasman zt'l, "What should I accept
upon myself for the upcoming year?

Which kabbalahshould I make?"

Reb Leib Chasman replied, "I want you
to decide. Think it over and decide which
kabbalahyou want to take on. But make

sure it is something you can keep."

After some time, Reb Elyah Lopian
returned and told Reb Leib Chasman

what he chose.

"Are you certain that you can keep this?
"I'm certain," Reb Elyah Lopian replied.

"Can you keep it an entire year?"

"I can," Reb Elyah Lopian confirmed.
"Then I want you to do only half of it."

This is because akabbalah doesn’t
necessarily need to be something
extremely hard to do. It can be
relatively small. The main thing is that
we should stick to it without fail,

throughout the year.

A small nail on the wall can hold up a
large picture. Similarly, every tiny
kabbalah accomplishes much more than
we can imagine. We will look back, and
see how much we gained from each

small, goodkabbalahwe took on.

Reb Zundel Kroizer zt'l (one of the
scholars of Yerushalayim, who wasniftar
a couple of years ago) said that a
kabbalah could even be to study one

minute more of Torah. Someone came to
Reb Zundel and said, "A miracle recently
happened to me, and I want to make a
new kabbalah, to express my gratitude.
Which kabbalah do you recommend I
take on? "
Reb Zundel Kroiser advised him to add
just one minute of Torah. "If you
generally learn from 9:00 to 10:00, learn
until 10:01. Add one minute to each

learning session you have."2222

Because one minute of Torah may appear
insignificant to us, but nothing is small

in Hashem's eyes.

Tzaddikim called thiskabalah, "A new
garment for the new soul for the new

year."

Before his death, someone from
Uzbekistan asked his son to bury him in
the local cemetery, "and when you have
the opportunity, bring my bones to Eretz
Yisrael."
His son eventually moved to Eretz
Yisrael. Years passed and he forgot to
fulfill his father's final request. When he
was about eighty years old, he knew that
it was now or never, so he hired Reb
Mendel Eckstein (who has experience
transporting graves) to bring his father's
remains to Eretz Yisrael.
Reb Mendel Eckstein traveled to
Uzbekistan, and opened the grave. He
fainted, when he saw that the tallis

2. The Chazaon Ish said, "Hakadosh Baruch Hu likes chizuk (improvement) even if it is
only for a minute."

Hanhagos Beis Ahron writes, "Be very happy with every good thought and mitzvah that you
do, even if it was only for a minute. It will never be lost. It will be beneficial for you, and
sometimes even for all Yidden, as this is known."
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covering the body had remained fresh,
after all these years. The tallis is usually
first to disintegrate, but miraculously this
Turkish tallis remained intact. Reb
Mendel never saw anything like this
before; he was afraid to continue. But he
was hired to do this mission, and it was
the niftar's final request, so he took the
tallis off to see the body. The skeleton
was as he'd expect it to be. The
tachrichimwere totally disintegrated, just

the tallis remained untouched.

He brought the bones and the miraculous
tallis to Eretz Yisrael. In Eretz Yisrael,
the custom is to bury people without a
tallis. Reb Mendel asked ashaalah and
a rav told him that because of the
unusual circumstance, theniftar should

be buried with the tallis.

Who was this man? Was he atzaddik
nistar? When asked about this, the
eighty-year-old son replied, "The tallis?
That's easy to explain. On the day my

father began wearing a tallis, which was
the day after hischasunah, he made a
kabbalah that he would never speak
while wearing it. He kept thiskabbalah
his entire life. Apparently, in this merit,

the tallis remained intact."3333

We derive from this story the power of
a kabbalah. We must recognize and

value its potential.

It is written, éúåçà éì åçúô, "Open up for
Me…" (Shir HaShirim 5:2). The
Midrash on this passuk writes, "Open
up for Me an opening ofteshuvahthe
size of a needle's eye, and I will open
up an opening so wide that wagons can
pass through." Because all a person
needs to do is to start the process of
teshuvah, and hiskabbalahand his first
steps can be small. But Hashem will
widen it, until great measures of

teshuvahwill be accomplished.4444

The shofar teaches us this lesson. We
blow through the narrow end. The small

3. The Sar Shalom of Belz taught his chassidim not to speak while wearing a tallis.
Chasidim relate that the Sar Shalom of Belz zy'a once put tefillin on a bar mitzvah bachur

and he told the bachur to make a kabbalah never to speak while wearing the tefillin. When
this bachur was about to marry, he said to the Sar Shalom, "I kept the kabbalah and I didn’t
speak while wearing tefillin. What should I take on now?"
The Sar Shalom told him, "Take on that you won't speak while wearing the tallis."
The Sar Shalom explained to him that this kabbalah will help him after his demise. Because
when the court of heaven will ask him to tell his sins, he can signal to the court that he
cannot speak while wearing a tallis. In this manner, you will be freed from judgment."
Other than the above story, there is no source which recommends not speaking while
wearing a tallis. A more common kabbalah is to refrain from speaking while wearing tefillin.
The Shlah HaKadosh writes that it is mesugal for arichus yamim.
4. Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz zt'l teaches that the first letters of חותי א ילתחופ spell ,אלף and

the first א' of ויקרא  is small. This implies that the opening of teshuvah can be small, and
Hashem will widen it.
In אורי ה' ,לדוד we say,[וכו ד' מאת [שאלתי אחת בוטח  אני בזאת מלחמה עלי תקום .אם  The Beis Ahron
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opening reminds us that thekabbalah
that we choose can be small and it will
also be sufficient. It will start us off on

the path ofteshuvah.

AmenAmenAmenAmen YeheiYeheiYeheiYehei ShmeiShmeiShmeiShmei RabbaRabbaRabbaRabba

Reb Yishmael ben Elisha was once in
heaven and he was shown rooms, which
depicted terrible decrees. He said, "How
can anyone endure all of this?"
He was then brought to a higher room,
and he saw even greatertzaros. "How
can we possibly manage them?" he

asked.

Heaven replied, "When Klal Yisrael say
amen yehei shmei rabbaall of these

gezeirosare ripped up."

Shulchan Aruch(56) states, "One should
have kavanahwhen answering Kaddish.
One should say it loud, and one should

run to listen to Kaddish."

The Mishnah Berurah explains, "One
should answer in a loud voice because
this helps the concentration, and because
of this voice, bad decrees will be
annulled. Nevertheless, one shouldn’t say
it in such a loud voice that it will cause
others to laugh, because then he will be
causing people to sin. One should run to
listen to Kaddish, because answering
"'amen yehei shmei rabba'is a äìåãâ äåöî
ãåàî, a very great mitzvah, greater than

Kedushahand Modim…"

The Baal HaTanya said, "Themalachim

would give away everything, just to be
able to sayamen yehei shmei rabba."

The Gemara says that "when we say
'amen yehei shmei rabba…' Hakadosh
Baruch Hu says, "Fortunate is the King
who is praised in His home with these
words. What did the Father gain by
sending His children into exile? Woe to
the children who were banished from

their Father's table" (Brachos3.).

The Gemara (Brachos 57) teaches that
when a person sees himself in his dream,
saying amen yehei shmei rabba
mivorach…he is aben olam haba. The
Yaavatz adds, "If this is the reward for
answering Kaddish in a dream, how great
will be the reward when one says these

words while awake!"

The Mishnah Berurah (56:1) writes,
"Chazal say, 'Whoever answersamen
yehei shmei rabba mivarachåçë ìëá, with
all his strength, hisgzar din is torn up.'
The rishonim explain that åçë ìë means
[to say it]…with heart and soul. One
shouldn’t merely say the words, while
his heart isn't there. He should also listen
to what the chazzan is saying, so he will
know on what he is answering amen…"5555

Now that we are days before the days of
judgment, we recommend sayingamen
yehei shmei rabbawith kavanah. Among
the many benefits is that it tears up all

zy'a explains that this passuk means, בוטח אני ,בזאת I am certain that I will come out of the
judgment victoriously, ,אחת  because of one kabbalah.
5. The Mishnah Berurah adds, "Certainly, one must be extremely careful מאוד  לזהר (צריך

מאוד) not to speak in the middle of Kaddish or Kedushah. It states in Misechta Derech
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negative gzar dins, and it arouses
Hashem to bring thege'ulah. May it be

speedily in our days.

ChessedChessedChessedChessed

To do chessed properly, one should
attempt to understand what his fellow
man is going through. One should try to
place himself in this fellow mans' shoes,
and then he will understand what needs

to be done to help.

Reb Eliyahu Chaim Meiselszt'l, the Rav
of Lodz, came to the home of Reb
Yisrael Pozmanski z'l. "Please come
inside," the wealthy Reb Yisrael

Pozmanski offered.

"I prefer to speak with you out here, on
your porch" Reb Eliyahu Chaim replied.
They began conversing, but it was
freezing outdoors. Reb Yisrael
Pozmanski, jumping from the cold, said,
"Please, honored Rav, come inside. I
can't take the cold any longer."
"That's exactly what I was waiting to
hear," Reb Eliyahu Chaim replied. They
came inside, and Reb Eliyahu Chaim
explained, "I came to you, to request
money for firewood for the poor of our
kehillah. Several of our neighbors can't

afford firewood. Some of them are old
and frail, others are ill, not to mention
the children. We simply cannot forget
them, and allow them to live in the cold.
I was afraid that you wouldn’t
understand the extent of the necessity,
that's why I spoke with you outdoors, so
you could feel the cold. Now that you
understand, I am certain that you will

donate generously to the cause."

It is virtuous to try to picture what others
are going through. Because when there is
understanding, people are motivated to
help – and they know how to help.
Regarding this, it states,ìã ìà ìéëùî éøùà,
fortunate is the one who understands the

poor" (Tehillim 41:2).

A poor person once asked the Satmar
Rebbezy'a for financial aid. The Satmar
Rebbe, renowned for his generosity,
asked, "Reb Yid, how much money do
you need for your upcomingchasunah?"
"Thirty thousand dollars."
The rebbe gave him twenty-nine
thousand dollars. The man left happily

and relieved.

The gaba'im asked the Satmar Rebbe,
"Since you chose to give him all this

Eretz that Reb Chamma found Eliyahu with thousands of donkeys, which were carrying אף

וחימה (wrath and anger) to punish the people who speak during these times… The Sefer
Chassidim writes, 'There was a chassid who saw another chassid (who was already niftar)
and he saw that his face was green .(מוריקות ) 'Why is your face green?'
"'It is because I would speak when the chazzan was saying ויכולו and אבות  מגן and
by Kaddish.'
"The sefer Matteh Moshe repeats the following Midrash: A chacham came to his student
in his dream, and the student saw that he had a blemish (כתם ) on his forehead. The
chacham told him that it was because he wasn't careful not to speak when the chazzan
was saying Kaddish…"
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money, why didn’t you give him just one
thousand dollars more, so he could have
what he requested?"
The Satmar Rebbe answered, "If I would
have given him thirty thousand dollars,
he would have left with a heavy feeling
in his heart. His conscious would be
saying, Why did I only ask for thirty
thousand dollars? The rebbe would have
given me whatever I asked…But now he
feels that he asked for just the right
amount of money." This is called being
a ìã ìà ìéëùî, to be wise and to truly

understand the needs of the poor.

Sometimes in order to help others, one
needs to go down to their level, as the
following two stories will demonstrate:

Reb Alter Samilovitz zt'l was walking
outdoors and he found a young child,
crying by the curb. "What's the matter?"

Reb Samilovitz asked.

"My friend said that my dress isn't
pretty," the young child pouted.

"Let me see," Reb Samilovitz said, as
he put on his glasses. "Go home and
tell your mother that I say you have a

pretty dress."

The girl's face immediately brightened,
and she ran home to tell her mother. Reb

Samilovitz said to the person walking
with him, "The Midrash says, 'Just as
Hashem removes tears from all faces (see
Yeshayah25:8) so shall you remove tears
from all faces.' I've just had the privilege
to follow in Hashem's ways, to remove
the tears from a young girl's face." He
went down to this young girl's level, and

was able to help her.

Once, on a Friday afternoon, after using
the mikvah, Rebbe Ahron of Belzzy'a
asked hisgabai to prepare hot coffee and
cake. Thegabai, Reb Shalom Fogelz'l,
was surprised, because the Belzer Rebbe
hardly ate. Reb Shalom Fogel prepared
the coffee and cake and brought them to
the Rebbe. The Rebbe said, "Bring them
to So-and-so who is now in the beis
medresh. When I was in themikvah, I
overheard him say, 'After a hotmikvah
like this one, all that's missing is a cup
of hot coffee with a piece of cake,' and

I want to grant him his wishes."6666

Reb Samilovitz was able to go down to
the level of a six-year-old girl, and the
Belzer Rebbe was able to understand the
needs of one of his chassidim, though he
was on a different spiritual plane (and
not interested in coffee and cake). A
person must be ìã ìà ìéëùî, and
understand the needs of the people

6. Rebbe Ahron of Belz zy'a once said to a person who came to him for advice, "In our
generation, people are weak (emotionally) and it isn't good to tell them, 'It isn't as you

say…' Instead, one should say, 'You might be right. Your logic is good. But I still think that
it is better to do things this way…'"
The man was surprised when he heard this, because it was totally unrelated to the question
and conversation that he was having with the Rebbe at that time. However, he says, it didn’t
take long before he understood the rebbe' wisdom, foresight, and ruach hakodesh, because
shortly afterwards, he was tempted to tell someone that they were wrong, and he followed
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around him – which may be very
different than your own, personal needs

– in order to help them.

Reb Yaakov of Talichanz'l was a
Stoliner chassid who composed many
songs for the Stoliner chassidim. Once,
Rebbe Asher Stolinerzy'a requested,
"Sing one of your latest compositions."

Reb Yaakov sang a song that he had
recently composed, but the rebbe told
him that he had a different song in mind.
Reb Yaakov sang another recent
composition, but the rebbe told him that
this was also not the one that he wanted
to hear. Reb Yaakov Tolichaner said,
"Apparently, the rebbe has a particular
song in mind. Tell me which one you

want to hear and I will sing it."

The Rebbe replied, "Last night, at 3:00
a.m., you came into the beis medresh and
saw that it wasn't heated, so you went
out in the freezing snow to cut wood for
the furnace, so thetalmidei chachamim
could learn Torah in comfort. As you
worked, you sang. That's the song I want

to hear. It’s a beautiful song."

Rebbe Shalom Ber of Lubavitch (the
Resha'b)zy'a once had a guest by his
table. The Rebbe noticed that his guest
hadn't yet finished eating his portion of
soup, so although the Rebbe had already
finished his, he pretended to eat so his
guest shouldn’t feel rushed or

uncomfortable that he is causing the
Rebbe to wait for him.

The main thing is to be dedicated to
helping others. Everyone is in need of
some sort of help, and if you are devoted
to helping others, you will have many

opportunities to do so.

Someone told the Imrei Emes of Gurzy'a
about his financial worries. He said, "For
years, I've been buying merchandise
from a Jewish corporation in Berlin,
which I then sold for a nice profit. But I
recently received a letter from them,
stating that they won't be selling to me
anymore. Now I don’t know how I will
earn myparnassah…"
The Imrei Emes asked, "What can I do

to help?"

The man admitted that he didn’t know
what the Rebbe could do.

The Imrei Emes was pensive for a few
moments, and then he said, "Soon, I will
be traveling with my brother-in-law, the
rav of Bendin, to the resort in
Marienbad. En route, we will pass Berlin.
Ask my brother-in-law whether he agrees
to make a stop in Berlin, to visit this
company. If my brother-in-law agrees to
take this detour, I also agree. We will
speak with the heads of the company.
Perhaps we can help you."
The man thanked the Imrei Emes, and
went to the rav of Bendin. The rav of

the rebbe's counsel, and he expressed himself in a more polite way, and he realized how
this saved him from a lot of sorrow and heartache.
On another occasion, Reb Ahron Belzer zy"a said, "In today's weak generation, one
shouldn’t speak about how good your children are in front of others, since this can cause
people sorrow."



8888 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- KiKiKiKi SeitzeiSeitzeiSeitzeiSeitzei

Bendin said, "If this is what the Gerer
Rebbe (the Imrei Emes) desires, of

course I concur."

So the Imrei Emes and his brother-in-law
stopped in Berlin, and went to this
company. The proprietor didn’t recognize
them, but was impressed by their

scholarly and rabbinic appearance.

The Imrei Emes introduced himself, "My
name is Avraham Mordechai Alter. In
Poland people call me the Gerrer Rebbe.
And this is my brother-in-law, the rav of

Bendin. We are alsomechutanim…”

The owner jumped from excitement.
"Can you repeat what you just said?"

The rebbe repeated, "I am the rebbe of
Gur, and this is my brother-in-law and

mechutan, the rav of Bendin.”

For some reason, these words made him
very happy. His partner was upstairs.
He called him down. The partner came
down, and the proprietor asked the
Imrei Emes to repeat what he said a
third time. The Imrei Emes obliged: "I
am the rebbe of Gur," he said, "and this
is my brother-in-law andmechutan, the

rav of Bendin.”

The business partners began to dance.
The Imrei Emes and his brother-in-law
stood there astounded. They wondered
what this was all about. Finally, one of

them explained:

"We are also brothers-in-law. I have a
daughter, he has a son, and we thought
that it would be nice if the children
marry each other. But on second thought,
we were concerned that perhaps it isn't

proper for cousins to marry each other.
So we pushed away the idea to the back
of our minds.
"This caused a problem, because to run
our busy business, we need to speak with
each other often. Due to our indecision,
an uncomfortable tension rose between
us and we hardly spoke. We weren't able
to run a business this way, and
contemplated closing it. But now, like a
miracle, you come to our store and tell
us that you are brothers-in-law and also
mechutanim. Now we know that our
children can marry one another. If you
did it, so can we. This is the reason we
are so happy. Our dancing was kind of
like an engagement celebration, because
our children can marry each other. In
addition, we won't lose ourparnassah
either. We will be able to speak with

each other, and remain in business."

At last, the businessman said, "I'm sorry
for carrying on. I didn’t even give you
a chance to tell me why you came."
The Imrei Emes explained that he came
to help one of his chassidim. "He used
to buy from you, but he received a
letter, stating that you won't be selling

to him anymore."

The proprietor replied, "We will continue
doing business with him. In fact, I will
write up another letter, stating that he is
welcome to do business with us as
before, and you can bring it to him. We
only sent that last letter because we
thought we were closing shop. But now
that we are becomingmechutanim, our

business continues."

The dedication of the Imrei Emes and the
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rav of Bendin to help others, helped three
people with their parnassah, and helped
a couple get married. Similarly, when
one is dedicated to doingchessed, he will

be granted opportunities to do so.

LookLookLookLook InsideInsideInsideInside

The passuksays,äðçùé ùéà áìá äâàã, "If a
person has a worry, he should make it
small" (Mishlei 12:25). This means that
when one is worried about some issue,
he should consider it minor. Minimize
the severity of the problems, and then
you will be able to deal with them
rationally and serenely.
The commentaries on thispassukexplain
that if one is upset about something that
has already happened, there is certainly
no purpose. Why should he think about
the past? What was was. And if he is
worried about the future, it is also wise
to trust in Hashem and not make a big
deal out of it. He should do whatever
hishtadlus is necessary, but there is no
room for worry. Instead of worry, one
should distract his thoughts and think

about happier matters.

The Gemara (Yoma 75) also discusses
this passuk(åðçùé ùéà áìá äâàã) and teaches
two recommendations for worries: (1)
íéøçàì åðçéùé, speak it over with others, (2)
åúòãî åðçùé, remove it from your mind.

How will speaking over problems with
others help? Rashi explains, "Perhaps

they can give you counsel."7777

The second councel, stated in the

Gemara, is to ignore the problems. Based
on the particular situation, one can
choose which counsel to follow.
Sometimes it is good to speak things
over, and other times, it is best to keep

things quiet and to ignore them.

EverythingEverythingEverythingEverything isisisis fromfromfromfrom HashemHashemHashemHashem

There is yet one more counsel for those
dealing with worries and concerns, and
that is to know that everything comes
from Hashem and everything is for the
good. Why should we be upset about the
past, or worried about the future?
Whatever happened, and everything that
will occur, is part of Hashem's divine
plan, for our benefit. To express this

point, we share the following story:

Someone came to Rebbe Henoch of
Alexander zy'a, and told him about the
many problems he was suffering. The
rebbe told him, "When I was a child in
cheder, the rebbe hit me because I didn’t
know the Gemara. I began to cry. My
rebbe said, 'If you will look inside [the
Gemara] you won't need to cry.' I advise
you the same thing: If you lookinside
(and take a deeper look, and recognize
that everything is from Hashem) you

won't need to cry."

Rebbe Tzaddok HaCohenzy'a teaches
that the tana Reb Meir excelled in his
ability to look deeper. For example, the
Gemara (Chagigah 15) says that Reb
Meir would learn Torah from the sinful
person called Acher. The Gemara says,
"Acher was riding a horse on Shabbos

7. Others explain that speaking over problems with others eases the pain. He takes the
issue off of his chest, and vents to people who care about him, and he feels better
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and Reb Meir was running alongside to
learn Torah from his mouth…" Acher
was a great Torah scholar, and before he
began sinning, he was counted among
the Tana'im, therefore Reb Meir wanted

to learn Torah from him.

But there is a problem learning Torah
from a rasha. As Chazal say, "If your
teacher is comparable to an angel – [he
is a tzaddik] – learn Torah from him. But
if he isn't similar to amalach – [he's a
rasha] – don’t learn Torah from him."
The Gemara asks this question, and the
Gemara replies that Reb Meir knew how
to find the good among the bad. As the
Gemara says, "Reb Meir ate the fruits
and threw out the peels." He was able to
listen to Acher's lessons, choose the good
and to discard anything that wasn't
correct and proper. This isn't an easy
task. There are subtle things that are hard
to recognize whether they come from the
good side or the bad side. There is
poison mixed within his words that only
a wise person can discern. But Reb Meir
knew how to make this division, and
therefore, he felt safe studying Torah

from Acher.

The Gemara tells: Rabba bar Shila found
Eliyahu HaNavi and he asked him,
"What is Hakadosh Baruch Hu doing?"

Eliyahu replied, "He is repeating the
Torah that is said by all thechachamim,
but he doesn’t repeat the Torah that Reb
Meir says."
"Why not?"
"Because he learnt Torah from Acher."

"Is that a reason? Reb Meir found a

pomegranate, and he ate the insides and
threw away the peels." He knew how to
divide the good from the evil.
Eliyahu replied, "Hakadosh Baruch Hu is
now saying, 'Meir My son says, 'When a
person is in sorrow, what does the
Shechinah say? My head hurts. My arms
hurt…'" Heaven accepted Rabba Bar
Shila's explanation, and immediately
Hashem began repeating the Torah

lessons of Reb Meir.

We see from all of this that Reb Meir
knew how to focus on the good, and to
ignore the bad. He saw the good in
Acher's Torah, took that, and discarded

everything else.

Reb Meir's keen ability to discern the
good from the bad is stated in another
place too. The Mishnah (Avos 4:20)
teaches that one should learn Torah from
elders and not from the young scholars.
Then the Mishnah saysàìà ï÷ð÷á ìëúñú ìà
åá ùéù äîá, "Don’t look at the bottle,
rather look at what is in it…" There are
young Torah scholars who may know
more than the elders, and therefore, the
age shouldn’t be the only determining
factor of whom one chooses to be his
teachers. As the Mishnah writes, "There
are new bottles, filled with old wine, and
there are old bottles, that are empty."

The Mishnah has two opinions. The first
opinion states that one should choose
only older rabbis for a teacher, and the
second opinion is that the age doesn’t
matter, as much as how much Torah this
teacher knows.
Who is the author of this second
opinion? Who teaches that one shouldn’t
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look at the bottle, but rather at what is
inside it?

According to thegirsah (version) of our
Mishnah, Rebbe (Reb Yehudah HaNasi)
taught this lesson, but there is another
girsah, which says that Reb Meir taught
it. According to thatgirsah, we see once
again that Reb Meir was able to look
beneath the surface. The wrapping of the
age didn’t make a difference to him, as
much as the amount of Torah that was

inside the person.

Reb Meir, and anyone else who has his
trait, will be able to look at the hardships
of life, and see beneath the surface and

find the good that is there.

Now, let us review the Gemara that
discusses worries once again. The
Gemara says,íéøçàì åðçùé ...ùéà áìá äâàã,
"When one has a worry… speak it over
with íéøçà (others)." íéøçà refers to Reb
Meir (whenever it saysíéøîåà íéøçà in
Mishnayos, it refers to Reb Meir).
Therefore, when the Gemara says,åðçéùé
íéøçàì it can be translated, "Tell your
problems to Reb Meir," because Reb
Meir knew how to look deeper, how to
see beneath the outer wrapping. He
didn’t focus on the bottle, but what was
in it. He knew how to find the good
Torah amidst the negative. And he knew
how to see the silver lining, and the good
in every situation. The Gemara is telling
us, if you have a problem, adapt
Acheirim's approach, which is Reb
Meir's perspective, and see – or at least
believe – that everything is for the good.

(This beautiful explanation was taught by
the Divrei Yisrael of Modzitzzy'a.)

We continue with another story:

The Chemdas Shlomozy'a sent some of
his students to find ashidduch for his
daughter. The students arrived at a
certain city, and found a young scholar
who was constantly learning Torah. They
stayed for Shabbos and spoke with this
bachur at length, and were impressed by
his wisdom andyiras shamayim. After
Shabbos, they spoke with the boy's
father. "We areshluchimof the Chemdas
Shlomo. He has a very good daughter, as
you can imagine, since she is abas
talmid chachamof the highest caliber.
We want to know whether you will agree

to have your son marry her."

The father agreed. It would be an
immense honor and privilege for his
son to marry the daughter of the

Chemdas Shlomo.

Mission accomplished, theshluchim set
out on their return trip. Excited by
their accomplishment, they told the
wagon driver all about their mission,
and how they were successful and
found a fitting shidduch for the

Chemdas Shlomo's daughter.

"Who did you choose?" the wagon driver
asked. "I know everyone in this city, so
I am curious to know who the fortunate
chassanis."
They told him. He replied, "I guess you

didn’t realize that he's hunchbacked."

"What are you talking about?" the
students replied. "We spoke with him for
hours. He is totally healthy."
"You are scholars, so you only see the
good. Besides, you were testing him in



12121212 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- KiKiKiKi SeitzeiSeitzeiSeitzeiSeitzei

Torah, and you didn’t pay attention to
anything else. But take it from me,
Shraga the wagon driver: He's
hunchbacked. I don’t think that the
Chemdas Shlomo and hisrebbetzinwill
be happy when they find out."
The students insisted that he is mistaken,
and that he doesn’t know what he is
talking about, but deep down they were

worried. Perhaps it was true.

On the way, they passed through Lublin.
"Since we are in Lublin, let's go to the
Chozeh," the students said to each other.

They weren't chassidim, but the Chozeh
was renowned throughout the Jewish
world, and many people would go to
hear his Torah and to receive his counsel
and blessings – chassidim and

non-chassidim alike.

The Chozeh told them the followingdvar
Torah: The Navi (I Shmuel 9) tells us
that before Shaul was anointed king, he
was walking with an aide, searching for
his father's donkeys that got lost. After
three days of searching, Shaul said,
"Let's return, lest our father stop
worrying about the donkeys and begin
worrying about us."
The aide said, "There is a G-dly man in
this town and he is very respected.
Whatever he says occurs. Let's go to
him. äéìò åðëìä øùà åðéëøã úà åðì ãéâé éìåà,
perhaps he will tell us the way to go [to
find the donkeys]."

This navi was Shmuel HaNavi.

Literally, the words, åðéëøã úà åðì ãéâé éìåà
äéìò åðëìä øùà, means, "Perhaps [the
Navi] will tell us the way that we
went." It is written in past tense. It

seems that it should have stated,
"Perhaps he will tell us where we

should go [to find the donkeys]."

The Chozeh explained, "Sometimes a
person travels someplace, because he
desires to accomplish something, but he
ends up failing. It must be that there was
some other purpose for this trip. It isn't
rational that Hashem sent him there for
nothing. The aide was saying, "We are
looking for the donkeys for three days,
but we can't find them. So there must be
another reason why we had to come here.
Let's go to thenavi. Perhaps he will tell
us, äéìò åðëìä øùà åðéëøã úà, the real reason
we went on this trip." And indeed,
Shmuel HaNavi annointed Shaul king
over Bnei Yisrael. The true purpose of

their trip was revealed.

The students continued on their way, and
came to the Chemdas Shlomo. "Baruch
Hashem, we succeeded in our mission,"
they told him. "We found achassan…
you cannot even imagine how scholarly
he is. We tested him in several parts of
the Torah, and he has perfect clarity. He
has a sharp mind, and says wonderful
chiddushim…" They went on and on,
describing the newchassan, and sharing
the chidushei Torahhe said. The wagon
driver was also there. He said, "Yes, it is
all true, but he is hunchbacked as
well…"
"Rebbe, he doesn’t know what he's
talking about," the students told the
Chemdas Shlomo. "We spoke to him for

hours, we didn’t see anything..."

The Chemdas Shlomo however feared
that the wagon driver may be telling the
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truth. He did some investigation, and the
shidduchwas turned down.

The students remembered what the
Chozeh of Lublin told them, and know
they understood that he was speaking to
them withruach hakodesh. They were on
a mission, but failed, so there must be
another purpose for their travels. They
returned to the Chozeh and they said,éìåà
äéìò åðëìä øùà åðéëøã úà åðì ãéâé, "Perhaps you
can tell us the true purpose of our trip."
The Chozeh told them, "The purpose was
so that you will remain here," and they
became from the outstanding students of
the Chozeh of Lublin. The purpose of

their trip was then revealed.8888

LookLookLookLook InsideInsideInsideInside aaaa YidYidYidYid

All Yidden are special. Sometimes, the
outer layer may need refining, but when
you look deeper, you see that every Yid

is wondrous, for countless reasons.

Rebbe Shalom Ber (the Resha'b) of
Lubavitch zy'a was once praising a
certain group of yidden. His chossid, Reb
Munya Mosseson, disagreed. He asked
the rebbe, "Why does the Rebbe praise

them? They don’t deserve it. They are
regular, simple people, nothing more

than that."

"They have many qualities," the Rebbe
countered.

"I don’t see anything," Reb Munya
replied.

The Rebbe didn’t respond.

Reb Munya dealt in diamonds and
precious stones. The Resha'b asked Reb

Munya to show him some samples.

Reb Munya took out a diamond and
showed it to the Rebbe. "This diamond
is very precious; it doesn’t have any
scratches, and it has a beautiful blue

hue."

Then Reb Munya took out a ruby. "It is
very hard to find such a beautiful ruby.

Do you see how it is shining?"

"I don’t see anything," the Rebbe replied.
"In fact, I don’t see anything in all your
stones and diamonds. I can't understand
why people spend so much money for
them."

afterwards. The Aruch explains that the benefit of telling one's problems to others is so they
can daven for him.
8. The Rebbe of Gustantin zy'a was famous for his fervent and plentiful tefillos. He was

once davening for the health and refuah of one of his opponents; someone who
constantly went against him and caused him much sorrow. Someone asked the Rebbe, "Do
you really need him so much?" In other words, why are you praying for the recovery and
health of your opponent?
The Rebbe answered, "If it is decreed from heaven that someone must oppose me, it will
happen. If not this person, then it will be someone else. I am already used to him and his
style of hisnagdus (opposition). I prefer that he lives, rather than to have to deal with
someone else's opposition." The Rebbe of Gustantin had the true perspective; he knew that
nothing happens by chance; everything is destined and planned from above.
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"That's because the Rebbe isn't a maven.
You weren't trained to recognize the
value of these stones."
The Resha'b replied, "To recognize the
specialness of Yidden, one must also be

a maven."

As previously stated, Reb Meir excelled
in his ability to see beneath the surface.
He used this talent to find the qualities
in every Yid. The Torah says,'äì íúà íéðá
íëé÷ìà, "You are children of Hashem."
The Gemara (Kidushin36) elaborates on
these joyful words. According to Reb
Yehudah, Yidden are considered
Hashem's children when they keep Torah
and mitzvos. When they don't do Torah
and mitzvos, they aren't called Hashem's
children anymore. According to Reb
Meir, íéðá íéåàø÷ íúà êë ïéáå êë ïéá,
"Regardless of how they act, they are
Hashem's children." Because underneath
layers of sin, resides a pure soul, a

beloved child of Hashem.

Many people have the custom to give
tzedakahand to say,éððò øéàîã à÷ìà, "G-d
of Meir answer me," as a segulahfor
yeshuous (salvations). The Satmar

Rebbe zy'a (Divrei Yoel, Rosh
Hashanah, 36) explained the source for
this segulah. The Gemara (Eiruvin 13)
says, "It is revealed and known before
the One who created the world that Reb
Meir was the greatest scholar of his
generation." The Gemara asks, if Reb
Meir was the greatest scholar, why isn't
the halachah like him? The Gemara
answers, "His friends weren't able to
fully understand him" (óåñì åéøáç åãøé àì
åúòã). His depth of thought was beyond
the grasp of the chachamim of his
generation. Since the scholars couldn’t
understand Reb Meir fully, they
couldn’t accept his halachic decisions.

However, in heaven Reb Meir's view is
understood so theypaskenlike Reb Meir.

Therefore, the Satmar Rebbe explained,
people pray, éððò øéàîã à÷ìà, "G-d of Reb
Meir answer me." This prayer means, "In
heaven, you accept the ruling of Reb Meir,
who saidíéðá íéåø÷ íúà êë åéáå êë ïéá, no matter
how we act, we are viewed as Hashem's
children. Therefore, since I am Your child,
éððò, answer my prayers and save me."9999

9. The Satmar Rebbe adds that with these ideas, we can understand the words we say on
Rosh Hashanah: תלויות  לך עינינו  כעבדים ואם בנים. על אב כרחם רחמנו  כבנים  אם כעבדים אם כבנים  אם

משפטינו כאור ותוציא שתחננו  עד "We stand in judgment either like children or like slaves. If we
are viewed as children, have compassion on us like a father has pity on his children. And
if we are viewed as slaves, we raise our eyes to You…"
The Satmar Rebbe explains, כבנים ,אם  if we are Hashem's children, we are certain that we
will be inscribed for a good year, because a father has compassion on his children. כעבדים ,אם
but if we've sinned, and therefore we are considered as slaves, תלויות  לך ,עינינו "we raise our
eyes to You ".(לך ) This means, we want that Hashem judge us, ,לך  in the manner which
Hashem sees us from heaven. Because although, due to our sins, we may appear like
slaves, in Heaven, where the halachah is like Reb Meir, we remain Hashem's beloved
children, and therefore we await Hashem's rachmanus.
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