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חנוכה  -פרשת וישב   
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah 

and our dear son, Moishe, and his dear kallah, Yael. 

 מזל טוב מושי & יעל!!!

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 

 

  

 
  )א, זל( "בארץ מגורי אביו בארץ כנעןיעקב  בשיו"

“Yaakov settled in the land of his 

father’s sojournings, in the land of 

Canaan” 
 

Living outside of the Land of Israel is not called 

settling.  Only living in the Land of Israel is called 

settling.  Moreover, whoever lives in Israel 

received unlimited rewards – it atones for him 

both during his lifetime and after he dies. 

 

 
) ב, טל" (מצליחויהי איש "  

“And he became a successful man” 
 

What was the secret of Yosef Hatzaddik that the 

Torah is so occupied with his life story for five 

full parshiyos?  What was the secret of the man 

who ruled over Egypt for eighty years, 

unchallenged – an unprecedented feat?  What 

was the secret of the one whose brothers hated 

him so - who could not be satisfied until they cast 

him into a pit filled with snakes and scorpions 

and proceeded to sell him as a full-fledged slave – 

the one who endured so many hardships and 

endured them all until, ultimately, rising to 

greatness and is referred to as “a successful man” 

– what was his secret?  Rashi tells us that 

Hashem’s name was always on his lips.  That 

was his secret.  He constantly recalled Hashem.  

Before doing anything, he raised his head, “Help 

me.”  He never attributed his success to his 

own merit.  Everything was with Hashem’s help 

– he himself was insignificant.  Even when they 

crowned him king, he said, “I fear G-d.”  Yosef 

Hatzaddik had that deep inner feeling that 

everything was unearned gifts, without any merit 

on his part.  Everything is kindness and 

compassion of the Creator of the World.  He 

could not succeed without HKB”H – he could not 

do anything, certainly not overcome the yetzer	

hora.  But, with HKB”H, with tefillos - 

everything is possible.  We must ask Hashem 

for help before we undertake anything and we 

must thank Him after everything – “Hashem, You 

are so good to us.”   

 

A Jew must live with the truth that everything 

is pure kindness and compassion from 

Hashem.  We must thank for every breath.  Every 

breath is Hashem’s compassion.  That is the 

foundation of emuna: that everything is 

undeserved compassion, it is all kindness – 

Hashem does not owe anyone anything. 

 

Hashem is All-Compassionate.  Just as His 

greatness is boundless, so is His compassion.  

Whatever we manage to accomplish is a gift from 

Hashem, every mitzvah that we are able to 

perform is out of Hashem’s generosity – all that 

is left for us is to say “thank You.”  If a person 

lives with this truth and forgets it, momentarily 

thinking that he did something on his own with 

his own strength – he immediately does teshuva 

and returns to the truth.  If he lives this way – he 

is always connected.  That is the secret of Yosef 

Hatzaddik and that is why he achieved what he 

achieved.  Even when we incur suffering – we 

have emuna that it is in our best interest –

Hashem only does what is best for us.1 
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It is difficult to describe the challenge that Yosef 

Hatzaddik faced with the wife of Potiphar and 

what strength of the soul he revealed in himself.  

For the entire twelve years in which he was 

imprisoned, mired in darkness – the Midrash 

tells us that he sang and danced constantly – 

never losing his connection with his Creator.  

Every person faces challenges throughout life, 

each with his own path and many corrections, 

with many hardships.  There	 is	one	 thing	 that	

we	must	 always	 remember:	 even	 during	 our	

own	private	destruction	–	Hashem	is	guiding	

the	 events	 of	 our	 lives.	 	 Hashem	 never	

abandons	 us,	 not	 for	 a	 second.	 	 Anguish	 is	

designed	 to	bring	 a	person	 closer – “Hashem 

chastens the one he loves.”2  One day, we will see 

how the depths of judgment were infused with 

the depths of compassion and kindness. 

 

A person’s success is remembering Hashem - 

learning to live with Hashem.  Otherwise, what 

value is there in his successes?  He is successful 

in business?  He is wise?  People honor him?  

Who says those will last? What value do they 

really have?  Speaking to Hashem in the simplest, 

most straightforward way – that is real success in 

life.  If we are looking for something and we 

cannot find it – we turn over the house and still 

cannot find it – then, suddenly, we find it: “Thank 

You Hashem.  I know that You helped me find it.  I 

know that You love me.”  What happens in that 

moment?  In	 that	 moment	 –	 we	 created	 a	

personal	 bond	with	HKB”H.	 	 The	 entire	 task	

of	 teshuva	 is	 to	 build	 a	 personal	 bond	 with	

Hashem.	

 

A person must know that every positive thought 

is his treasury – he can put it in the safe.  It is 

something amazing because in another hour or 

two he will have another positive thought - we 

are not even talking about words, tefillos, or 

actions.  To put them away for safekeeping, if he 

wants his thoughts to last, he must give them 

voice and start to speak them: “Hashem, I love 

You.  I want to do Your will.  I know that I am on a 

mission here.  I ask of You to help me escape the 

silliness, the fantasies, the ego, the illicit desires.  
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Help me.”  That is how something new is 

engraved on the heart.  The light enters inwards.  

Over time, he becomes a different person 

entirely.3 

 

Regarding Yosef, the pasuk states: “His master 

perceived that Hashem was with him.”4  How was 

this discernable?  We tend to focus on measuring 

quantity – But, when Hashem is with us we enjoy 

quality.  That	is	the	clear	presence	of	Hashem	

in	our	life.		It	is	our	source	of	joy.	

 

 האור של חנוכה
The	Light	of	Chanukah	

 

To see most things – we have to open our eyes.  

There is only one thing for which, to see it, we 

must close our eyes: the light of purpose – the 

Divine Light that is beyond the physical world.  

“Master of the World, when will I finally stop 

wanting to live for food and drink?  When will I 

begin to want life for the purpose of seeing the 

Divine Light?  Your light?” 

 

The	Light	of	Gratitude 

 

The great light that dispels darkness and saves 

us from the spirit of Hellenism is the light of 

gratitude.  Chanukah	is	eight	days	on	which	we	

sing,	 extol	 and	 praise	 Hashem	 for	 the	

miracles	 and	 wonders	 that	 he	 did	 and	 does	

for	us,	for	the	tremendous	merit	of	being	Jews	

and	 keeping	 Torah	 and	 mitzvos.  Greek 

philosophy attempts, even in modern times, to 

persuade a Jew that he is not a beloved child of 

HKB”H, while, at the same time, tries to interest 

him in the banalities of this world and 

superficiality that cools the heart and distances 

him from his Father in Heaven. 

 

If we want to save ourselves, if we want to save 

our children – we absolutely must serve Hashem 

with joy, with praise and gratitude, songs and 

honor.  We	must	 be	 thrilled	by	 each	mitzvah	

that	we	are	able	to	perform.  We must say “how 

fortunate are we” not just in the regular prayers 
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– we must walk around all day with the phrase: 

“We are fortunate, how good is our portion, how 

pleasant our lot, and how beautiful our 

heritage.”5  We are fortunate that we are Jews.  

When children observe that their parents are 

happy, constantly saying “thank You” – they 

realize that yiddishkeit is light and joy.  They look 

forward to building exactly the same type of 

home.  However, if they see unhappy parents 

who constantly complain, living with a sense of 

misery, if the house is depressed – then, they 

seek joy amongst newfound “outside” friends, 

they seek other things – and they will not be 

protected from the dangerous winds that blow in 

the streets. 

 

Chanukah (חנוכה) is derivative of the word for 

education/training (חינוך).  Jew (יהודי) is 

derivative of the word for gratitude (הודיה).  We	

must	train	ourselves	to	thank	for	everything	–	

nothing	is	too	insignificant.  Every minor thing 

is a miracle from Hashem, compassion from 

Hashem.  On	 Chanukah,	 it	 is	 appropriate	 to	

stand,	facing	the	candles,	and	tell	HKB”H	how	

much	 we	 appreciate	 His	 miracles,	 His	

wonders,	His	benevolence	that	He	showers	us	

with	 constantly,	 evening,	 morning	 and	

afternoon	–	 for	 all	 of	 the	 good	 and	kindness	

that	He	does	for	us.	

 

With	 the	 small	 candle	 of	 Chanukah,	 we	 can	

illuminate	 and	 see	 all	 of	 the	 miracles	 and	

wonders	 in	 our	 lives	 –	 not	 just	 those	 that	

occurred	 historically	 –	 now,	 literally.	 	 And	

offer	thanks.	

 

The light of Chanukah is limitless – “observing 

through the windows, peering through the 

lattices.”6  It is the light of Hashem Himself that 

illuminates the darkness and shows us that we 

spend most of our time chasing illusions, 

falsehood and emptiness.  “Master of the World, 

help me choose only You, want only You.  Grant 

me the strength to overcome all other desires 

and to finally merit clinging to You.” 
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The	Light	of	No	Despair 

 

The Chanukah candles are ideally placed below 

ten tefachim.  It illuminates all of downtrodden 

and wretched souls of the world.  It shows them 

that even	down	there,	Hashem	is	with	them	–	

He	never	forsakes	them,	never	leaves	them	on	

their	own.	

 

We light Chanukah candles when the sun sets – 

when darkness descends upon the world and 

warmth ceases – when people become stressed 

and depressed, as if there is no hope, G-d forbid.  

That	 is	 when	 the	 Chanukah	 candles	 arrive	

and	drive	away	 the	despair,	awakening	hope,	

instilling	joy	in	the	heart.	

 

Mattisyahu and his sons, with indescribable self-

sacrifice, waged war against a terrifying and 

formidable foe.  Five men against a powerful 

army.  It made no rational sense.  When a person 

attains this level of self-sacrifice – he forgets 

himself completely – he reaches utter self-

nullification – he ceases to exist.  Self-sacrifice 

does not require a standing Greek army to 

oppose – it can be employed against the 

destructive angels in our minds: our confusions, 

depression, challenges – these can be worse than 

all of the Roman and Greek armies combined.  

That is our most daunting war.  But,	 we	must	

never	 despair.	 	 With	 desire	 and	 endless	

tefillos	–	we	can	be	victorious.	

 

After	 seven	 days,	 we	 reach	 the	 eighth	 day,	

which	is	above	nature	–	it	reaches	even	those	

who	 have	 broken	 everything.	 	 It	 teaches	 us	

that	there	is	no	despair,	we	can	always	return	

to	 our	 Father.	 	 Chanukah	 is	 full	 of	 light	 –	 a	

light	that	heals	the	soul.	

 

The	Light	of	Chesed 

 

For	 a	 person	 to	 attain	 complete,	 unlimited,	

eternal	 delight	 in	his	 connection	 to	 the	King	

of	 the	 World,	 he	 must	 break	 free	 of	 self-

absorption	 and	 find	 the	 expanse	 of	

unconditional	 love	 for	 others.	 	 Only on that 

condition will Hashem connect to us and 

illuminate our souls.  The Halacha is that if a 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  May I merit that every time I do something good, I am successful, I receive a compliment – I remember 

that it is not me, it is really all You, Father.  I want to be like those people who, whenever someone offers them a kind word 

about a positive attribute of theirs (e.g. their awe of Heaven, davening, chesed, etc.) or even just a thank you for something 

they did – they immediately respond: “it is all Hashem.”  Even if they don’t say it, they point upwards.  And it seems genuine, 

they really feel it, it is not just lip service.  I too want to remember that it is all You, Father – that all of my successes derive 

from the strength that You give me - that, without You, I cannot lift a finger.  Even when I say “baruch Hashem” – it is a little 

disingenuous, I don’t fully feel it, it’s a bit of bluster.  Help me, Father. 

 

Master of the World!  How can I get into the habit of thanking for each and every thing that I use, encounter or that helps 

me, e.g. a chair, table, cup, plate, bed, blanket … the list is endless?  How can I internalize this truth that they are all gifts 

from You?  I must become accustomed to thank You for each and every one – nothing is automatic and I usually don’t 

understand the extent of Your chesed until something is lacking.  Constant gratitude means being constantly connected – it is 

Your clear presence in our lives and that is really what we want more than anything else.  It is getting accustomed to realizing 

that it is all unearned largesse and to draw great joy from that.  Help me merit, Father, to see things this way because I am so 

distant from that perspective. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me close my eyes as much as possible to better see Your light.  Help me close my mouth as much 

as possible, when I don’t need to speak – to transform all of the trivialities like criticism, anger, arrogance and lies into holy 

utterances such as tefillos, gratitude and kind words.  Help me close my ears with my two earlobes to hear as little as 

possible of the silliness, stupidity and futility of this world – and especially forbidden matters.  Help me always find a quiet 

corner, no matter where I am, where I can see and hear only You and to speak only with You – and to long, yearn and pine. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. 

©Dov Elias 5776. (973)9-EMUNA-9                                                            כג כסלו תשע"ו  – December 5, 2015 

For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 

 

person has exactly enough to light the correct 

number of candles each night but his friend has 

nothing – it is better to light only one candle each 

night and give his friend enough to do the same.  

We may not retrench to our own four Amos 

and leave others in darkness.  We must give of 

our portion - if we leave them in darkness, 

the darkness will envelop us as well. 

 

We received a small jug of pure oil.  We must use 

it to grease the creaks in life.  The chesed that 

we do, a smile, a thank you, forbearance, a 

kind note – all brighten the day.  A bright 

smile or a kind word can give life.  If we 

constantly think of ways to gladden our 

families – we build our homes.  And we must 

do so wholeheartedly - then it is never forgotten. 

 

The greatest chesed is to draw others near to 

Hashem.  We read about Yosef Hatzaddik on 

Chanukah because the tzaddik descends low and 

illuminates and draws everyone to the light of 

emuna.  Yosef means “to add” – another Jew and 

another Jew – he went “down” to the children of 

the maidservants and drew them close. 

 

Yosef was seventeen years old when he was sold.  

“Good” (טוב) = 17 – he found good in the lowest 

places.  Looking with a benevolent outlook, 

offering a kind word, smiling – that draws people 

close. 

 

The Menorah is lit facing the street.  We cannot 

keep the light for ourselves!  We must 

illuminate for others!  For those who are 

engulfed in darkness.  Light facing outside!  

Below ten tefachim!  For those who are so 

broken!  So distant!  They too are children of 

Hashem.  Hashem never gives up on a single 

child of His! 


