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ראש השנה  –פרשת נצבים   
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah 

and our dear daughter, Tehilla. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 
 

 

  

  )ט, טכ( "אתם נצבים היום כלכם, לפני ד' אלקיכם"
“You are standing today, all of you, 

before Hashem, your G-d” 
 

If one were to take a bundle of reeds, he 

might be able to break them all at once – or 

maybe not.  However, if he takes one at a time 

– even an infant could break them.  Similarly, 

the Jewish people will not be redeemed until 

we are one bundle.  That is the meaning of 

“you are standing today, all of you.”1 

 

 

 ראש השנה
 

Rosh Hashanah has a one-of-a-kind date.  

Generally, the holidays are in the middle of the 

months.  This holiday is the only one that falls on 

Rosh Chodesh.  Therefore, it is called, “on the 

appointed time for the day of our festival.”2  The 

word בכסה means the day that the moon is 

covered (מכוסה), i.e. Rosh Chodesh.  This is 

unique – HKB”H established the Day of Judgment 

precisely on a day on which the moon is 

concealed. 

 

There is an amazing Midrash that says: HKB”H 

comes on the Day of Judgment and sits on the 

Throne of Judgment to judge all of creation.  How 

does He judge them?  We need witnesses.  There 

can be no judgment without witnesses.  What 

witnesses can be brought?  Who knows and who 

sees everything?  The sun can testify to 

everything that is done by day and the moon can 

attest to everything that happens at night.  

Together they can complete the day, providing 

the full picture and providing the requisite two 

                                                           
 תנחומא נצבים סימן ד' 1
 בכסה ליום חגנו (תהילים פא, ד) 2

witnesses to establish the facts.  Consequently, 

HKB”H can judge and decide. 

 

HKB”H sits on the Throne of Judgment and Satan 

approaches to prosecute, with various claims.  

HKB”H says to him, “’by the testimony of two 

witnesses … shall a matter be confirmed.’3  Bring 

witnesses to what you claim.”  He immediately 

goes out and brings the sun.  The sun approaches 

and begins to testify honestly to what it saw and 

what happened.  HKB”H repeats, “’by the 

testimony of two witnesses … shall a matter be 

confirmed.’  One witness is insufficient.”  Satan 

goes to look for the moon everywhere but cannot 

find it because it is concealed on Rosh Hashanah.  

So, HKB”H gets up from the Throne of Judgment 

and sits on the Thorne of Mercy. 

 

The moon symbolizes concealed and covered 

things, matters of the heart that no one can see.  

In every Jew, even if his actions are 

sometimes less than stellar, there is a good 

heart, good desires and a good soul.  If he 

does something bad – he repents.  The light of 

every Jewish soul is bright and shines 

without limit.  HKB”H sees a person, judges him 

and thinks about him with all of his complexity.  

HKB”H sees everything.  Therefore, He requires 

two witnesses – both the sun and the moon.  He 

does not give up – the moon does not show up.  
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Why?  What could it have said, how much could 

it say – behold, the Jewish nation is holy.  The 

Jewish people are all filled with mitzvos like a 

pomegranate.  They are good souls.  They want 

to do only good things.  The moon refuses to 

attend the trial, it conceals itself and refuses to 

participate and testify about hidden matters.  

They are so amazing, they are so good – this 

powers Hashem’s move from the Throne of 

Judgment to the Throne of Mercy.4 

 

Rosh Hashanah is called the “Day of 

Remembrance.” 

 

This world was created for one thing: that we 

remember and recall Hashem at every moment.  

Whatever transpires to a person throughout the 

day – is only so that we will say, “Thank G-d; with 

G-d’s help; if Hashem wills it.” 
 

When does a person know that he has merited 

complete emuna?  When he constantly says, 

“Thank You.”  Everything is good – even what 

appears to be bad.  Hashem’s ways are 

hidden, but they all bring us to the ultimate 

good - even if it is incomprehensible along the 

way.  So long as a person is angry about what 

happens to him – he is distant from emuna.  

We think that we are angry with other people, 

but, essentially, we are angry with Hashem 

because Hashem orchestrates this world. 

 

Whatever happens – we must remember 

Hashem; remember that it is all from Hashem 

only to bring us close to Him.  Man is created 

below so that he will remember Hashem above.  

The lower one is, the greater his merits when he 

remembers Hashem above.  It is a much harder 

challenge – so, the reward is greater. 

 

Remembering Hashem means remembering 

our purpose – remembering why we are here, 

remembering that we are Jews, remembering 

our mission, our goal.  Hashem created all 

people flawed.  Everyone has difficulties, no one 

has it easy – there is no one who lacks nothing.  

                                                           
 באור פני מלך חיים 4

What did HKB”H do?  He created souls with 

deficiencies and He also created completion for 

those deficiencies, “Who creates numerous living 

things with their deficiencies.”5  We must be 

happy that we are fortunate to be Jews, to be 

children of HKB”H, that we merited 

completion of all of our deficiencies within 

the holy Torah, within all of our tefillos, 

within all of the verses of Dovid Hamelech’s 

Tehillim, within all of the words of Chazal, 

within holiness. 

 

The goal of Rosh Hashanah is to recall that 

Hashem is Elokim.  “Hashem” is the name of 

mercy, while “Elokim” is the name of judgment.  

If we fully understand that “Hashem” is “Elokim” 

– i.e. that judgment is itself kindness and 

compassion – it is forbidden to be sad.  We must 

smile, we must be happy and we must have 

emuna that everything will yet work out well.  

What do we say before blowing the shofar?  

“From the straits did I call upon G-d; G-d 

answered me with expansiveness.”6  Precisely 

from the straits – we reach the 

expansiveness.  Just as the shofar has a narrow 

mouth that widens as it proceeds.  If the shofar’s 

mouth was also wide, we could not create a 

sound from it and we could not reach the 

expansiveness. 

 

“Praiseworthy is the man who does not forget 

You, the human being who takes strength in 

You.”7  How does one not forget Hashem?  How 

can one constantly remember Hashem?  By 

talking to Him.  “Take words with yourselves and 

return to Hashem.”8  If one has emuna in Hashem 

– why does he not talk to Him?  Ask Him to have 

mercy on us, return us in teshuva and help us 

overcome the yetzer hora, the falsehood and 

illusions that enter our heads.  Speech is 

connection.  That is the only way to 

remember Hashem.  Speech is our primary 

weapon in our war for holiness.  It is not 
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enough only to want – we must speak, put our 

desires into words.  Prayers build vessels to 

receive what we want. 

 

We must keep our eyes on the goal, on the 

purpose.  When a person remembers that there 

is World to Come, he lives as he should in this 

world.  He understands that this world is not 

eternal.  The next world is primary. 

 

Rosh Hashanah loudly proclaims, “There is a 

King of the World” and invites us all to take part 

in the King’s coronation.  Our main task on Rosh 

Hashanah is to accept the yoke of the Kingdom of 

Heaven.  We ask, “Reign over the entire universe 

in Your glory”9 and we repeatedly scream the 

word “King.” 

 

“Master of the World, true, we did not behave 

that well all year and, true, we deserve 

punishment, but, Father, before You seal our 

verdict, we scream before You, “the King!!!”  “O 

King Who is sitting upon a high and lofty 

throne!”10  “The holy King!”  And when our 

Father, our King sees truth in our mouths - we 

truly coronate Him over us, we want and intend 

to improve our actions – He grants us a good 

year and a favorable writing and seal 

 .(כתיבה וחתימה טובה)

 

We are essentially a nation of bitachon – the 

entire Jewish nation, all who keep Torah and 

mitzvos.  We have bitachon in Hashem’s love for 

us and we truly have emuna that Hashem will 

vindicate us in judgment.  If our verdict is not 

okay – He will give us from His treasure of 

unearned gifts, from the tzedaka that He does, 

together with judgment.  We will thus emerge, 

with Hashem’s help, all of us, to genuine good life 

and real joy and peace – both worldwide and 

nationwide peace and with personal peace for 

each of us - in our hearts, souls and families.  

With this joy, we don white clothing and come to 

shul with joy because we have absolute emuna 

that Hashem will judge with compassion.  Even if 

                                                           
 מלוך על כל העולם כלו בכבודך (מוסף לר"ה) 9
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it is justice, only HKB”H knows how do such a 

wondrous thing and combine these two 

opposites – to do charity within justice.11 

 

On Rosh Hashanah, we must remember that 

Hashem also resides with our friend.  The 

Creator is found in my heart and the same 

Creator is found in the hearts of the entire Jewish 

nation.  If a person cannot connect to the G-

dliness in his friend and in others, if he thinks 

that he is more important – he loses his own 

true bond with HKB”H. 

 

“We must be very careful with this.  When we sit 

in judgment of our friends and look at ourselves 

positively – are we really worthy of judging 

them?  Judgment belongs to G-d.  Only He is 

capable of judging man, as Chazal taught, ‘Do not 

judge your fellow until you have stood in his 

place.’12  Who is able to know and reach his 

fellow’s place except for Hashem, Who is ‘the 

Place’ and everyone has a place with Him.  

Therefore, only He can judge man.”13 

 

On Rosh Hashanah, we must think only positive 

thoughts about everyone.  If we think good 

thoughts – we will draw good things to 

ourselves.  We must guard the sanctity of our 

thoughts and we will sweeten our judgments.  

On Rosh Hashanah, we must think positively 

– that things will be good, that Hashem will 

act towards us with kindness and 

compassion, that He will give us a good and 

sweet new year. 

 

Rebbe Nosson taught that we read Parshas 

Nitzavim before Rosh Hashanah to inform all 

Jewish souls, great and small, that we must all 

gather together and be joined as one, with love, 

within the higher sanctity. 

 

“You are standing today, all of you, before 

Hashem, your G-d.”  The key phrase is: all of 

you!  If we are united! 

                                                           
 באור פני מלך חיים 11
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Grant me a “refined soul” – which is an expression of all of the good and beauty in a person’s traits.  

Purify me to be patient with others.  Even if they erupt and get angry with me and say what they say – to remain calm, to 

understand them, to offer soft words that appease them.  Help me always judge favorably because I never truly know what 

another person endures and why he acts the way he acts – and who knows how I would act in his place.  Help me not stand 

out or be too loud because the less that people see and hear me, except when they me and I will be there immediately and 

ready to do what they need without fanfare, the more refined my soul is. 

 

Master of the World!  Help me stop judging people harshly, even when what I see is really bad.  Help me finally realize that I 

really do not know anything about others because the hidden far exceeds the revealed.  I have still not merited revealing the 

inner beauty that exists within them.  Help me judge them positively because I do not know what they went through in life 

and how difficult their path in this world is.  In general, it pays to refrain from judging because no one knows what challenges 

await.  Help me remember that there have been many instances in which and people against whom I had harsh criticisms 

and, suddenly, something happened and Heaven brought us close and amazing things were revealed.  All of those things that 

upset me were transformed for the good and the negative words I uttered turned good and loving. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. 

©Dov Elias 5776.  (973)9-EMUNA-9         ח אלול" "ו כ  October 1, 2016 –                     תשע
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“Peace” is the name of HKB”H and, when we 

guard ourselves from strife and grab hold of the 

attribute of peace – Hashem’s name is with us, 

protecting us and shielding us. 

 

Nobody wins in a quarrel.  When there is 

separation and discord, Hashem leaves.  In 

arguments – everyone loses.  We must decide 

that these fights do not interest us at all.  We 

must never take part of any argument, fight or 

baseless hatred. 

 

A Jew must strengthen peace and love with 

every other Jew, whoever he may be. 

 

Hashem wants us to be united, the 

completion of all of us as one.  When a Jew 

merits loving Klal Yisroel – he is fortunate.  The 

more a person clings to Ahavas Yisroel, the 

more he clings to Hashem, his G-d.  We must 

strive and connect with the holy souls of others 

and not allow external trappings to interpose 

between our souls. 

 

Generally, when we talk about the greatness of 

peace or the terrible danger of strife, we are 

inclined to think of public fights, between groups 

or factions – and that there is not much we can 

do to prevent those.  What about our quarrel 

with our next-door neighbor or the person who 

sits next to us in shul?  We must remember that 

we are all brothers and we must learn to love 

everyone and to live with them in love and 

friendship. 

 

We must smile at and honor everyone – even 

if they look differently, act differently.  There 

must not be a separation between hearts.  We 

must perceive everyone with benevolent eyes.  

Every Jew, even if his actions are not ideal, his 

heart is good.  If he did something bad – he 

certainly regrets it.  That is how we must look 

at a Jew.  That is true connection between friends 

– each nullifies himself before his fellow upon 

seeing the attributes of his friend in Torah, 

mitzvos and good deeds.  He sees himself 

humbly and his friend as greater – and he 

loves everyone. 

 

We must be sensitive to what others go through 

in life.  If we see sad eyes – we must smile at 

them. 

 

 


