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ֲאלּו ִאישדַּבֶּר ָנא בְָּא )יב,א( ֵמֵאת ֵרֵעהּו וְִּאָשה ֵמֵאת רְּעּוָתּה כְֵּלי כֶּסֶּף ּוכְֵּלי ָזָהב זְֵּני ָהָעם וְִּישְּ  
 
Please, speak into the ears of the people, and let them borrow, each man from his friend and 
each woman from her friend, silver vessels and golden vessels 
 
דבר נא: אין נא אלא לשון בקשה, בבקשה ממך הזהירם על כך שלא יאמר אותו צדיק אברהם )בראשית טו יג( 

)רש"י שם( רי כן יצאו ברכוש גדול לא קיים בהםועבדום וענו אותם קיים בהם, )שם יד( ואח   
 
Please, speak-: -ָנא  is only an expression of request. [The pasuk is saying] I ask you to warn 
them about this, [i.e., to ask their neighbors for vessels] so that the righteous man, Avraham, 
will not say He fulfilled with them [His promise] “and they will enslave them and oppress 
them” (Ber. 15:13), but He did not fulfill with them “afterwards they will go forth with great 
possessions” (Ber. 15:14). — [from Berachos. 9a]  
 
The pasuk, as interpreted by the Gemara in Berachos, begins with Hashem telling Moshe to 
warn1 the Bnei Yisrael about asking the Mitzrim for their gold and silver vessels. Rashi 
quoting the Gemara explains the choice of words, נא, as Hashem requesting of Moshe that 
collecting the gold and silver vessels from the Mitzrim was imperative before leaving 
Mitzraim so that Avraham Avinu wouldn’t argue that Hashem didn’t fulfill His promise that 
the Bnei Yisrael would leave with great possessions. 
 
This Gemara quoted by Rashi is puzzling and needs explanation. The Seforno on this pasuk 
asks, is Hashem’s reason to satisfy His promise only so Avraham shouldn’t complain?  Why 
wasn’t Hashem’s command to ask the Mitzrim for their possessions necessary simply 
because Hashem made the promise, regardless of Avraham Avinu’s criticism? 
 
Furthermore, one could ask why it was so important for the Bnei Yisrael to ask the Mitzrim 
for their gold and silver. Could they not have waited until Krias Yam Suf and then after 
collecting the spoils of the Yam Suf Hashem’s promise would have been fulfilled in that 
manner? 
 
Perhaps there is something deeper here with Avraham’s connection to the Bnei Yisrael 
leaving with great possessions. Avraham was known as the master of Chesed. His whole life 
was dedicated to caring for others and bringing them into his tent to share with them 
knowledge of Hashem and, of course, caring for their material needs too. Avraham wasn’t 

                                                 
1
See Sifsei Chachamim who offers a reason as to why they needed to be warned and not just told. 



satisfied with just being available for those in need but actually searched to do good taking 
a proactive approach with acts of Chesed. Whether it was the four entrances to his tent to 
ensure he wouldn’t miss a guest, sitting outside looking for visitors on a scorching hot day 
after a major surgery (Bris Milah), or attempting to save the people of Sodom even though 
they lived a life that was antithetical to what he believed, Avraham’s acts of kindness were 
surely a step above the plain meaning of Chesed. Following in Avraham’s ways, it would 
have been the antithesis of Chesed for the Bnei Yisrael to leave Mitzraim without great 
possessions while wondering what happened to the promise of leaving with great wealth. 
Even if Hashem were to provide for them later at the Yam Suf they would have been left for 
seven days without the fulfillment of that promise, perplexed with what had happened to 
the pledge Hashem made to Avraham Avinu.  
 
This then is what Hashem meant when he told Moshe, שלא יאמר אותו צדיק אברהם, so that the 
righteous man, Avraham, will not say. Avraham’s complaint would have been since I have 
devoted my life to using the middah of Chesed in an above and beyond manner, it is, 
therefore, inappropriate to let the Bnei Yisrael leave in a state of emptiness and doubt even 
though they were to soon collect the spoils at the Yam Suf. For this reason, it was important 
specifically for the Bnei Yisrael to leave Mitzraim already with great possessions and be 
dealt with this trait of Avraham who practiced Chesed in an exceeding manner. 
 
An important lesson can be learned from this incident in the parsha. When performing acts 
of kindness with others let us follow in the way of Avraham Avinu and treat them in a way 
which is evident that we are willing to go the extra mile or even inconvenience ourselves to 
benefit them. 
 
Good Shabbos 


