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Shabbat schedule  

Friday/ ערב שבת 
Hadlakat nerot 8:11 
First Minyan  
Shir Hashirim 7:05 
Mincha 7:15 
Second Minyan  
Mincha 8:07 

Shabbat/שבת  
Shachrit/korbanot 8:00 

Hashem Melech 8:15 

Shema Magen Abraham 8:18 

Shiur Chovot Halevavot 

Afternoon/שבת 
Halacha shiur  5:45 

Kids Tehilim 6:25 

Mincha 7:00 

סעודת שלישית 
 Shekia 8:30

 Rabbi’s lecture 9:00

 Arbit following lecture

 Rabenu Tam 9:42

Bachurim program 

 Learning 6:55

  Mincha

 Seudat shelishit- Speaker

 Followed by Arbit

21 Cedar Street  Lakewood NJ

How precious are Misvot? Our Rabbis teach us that each Misva entitles a person 
to Olam Haba. What is Olam Haba? A place of eternal enjoyment as reward for 
all of one’s Misvot. How can one imagine this? The Pasuk in this week’s Perasha 
(21, 27) says: "על כן יאמרו המושלים באו חשבון תבנה ותבונן עיר סיחון” Rab Shmuel Bar 
Rachmani said in the name of Rabi Yehoshua, who are these מושלים (the rulers)? 
These are the people who rule and control their Yeser Hara. How do they do this? 
 They evaluate the values of this world – we are here to fulfill the will – באו חשבון
of 'ה and not to transgress any Aveirot. Let’s evaluate the loss of a Misva as 
opposed to its reward and the enjoyment of an Aveira as opposed to its loss. 
Missing out on even one Misva is a loss in eternity. Enjoying doing an Aveira, 
which is just for a few moments as opposed to the punishment in Olam Habo, 
which is also eternal. One who makes these evaluations will build both worlds – 
reward in this world and in the next world. 

The Hafetz Hayim in his Shem Olam explains in a Mashal what is comparable to 
eternity for reward and punishment. A great mathematician was asked to estimate 
how many kernels of wheat were in this sack. He looked and measured its size 
and said an exact amount of hundreds of thousands of kernels. They took him to 
the test and countless people began counting these kernels. After a week’s time, 
they came out to the exact amount. Dumbfounded, they continued and asked 
what if the whole world was filled with these kernels, up to the heavens, how 
much time would it take for a bird to eat all of them. He came out with an 
astronomical number that would take millions of years to devour them all. Then 
one asked him how long is the life in Olam Haba. He answered, if the Shamayim 
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A traveler wandered into Brisk late one night and while all the homes were 
dark, one home had a light shining in the window.  He made his way to the 
home and after knocking was greeted by Reb Chaim Brisker zt”l who 
lived there.  He asked if he can stay for the night and Reb Chaim, who was 
known for his chesed, was delighted with the opportunity to 
accommodate. He quickly sprung into action to bring food, make a bed, 
and cater to his guests every need.  
Realizing that he was dealing with the famed Reb Chaim Brisker himself, 
the guest could not allow Reb Chaim to lower himself to serve him.  He 
vehemently protested and would not let the Rov engage in any tircha on 
his behalf.  
The next day in Shul the gabbai noticed the guest and was going to give 
him an aliya as was customary for guests.  Reb Chaim went to the Gabbai 
and told him not to give the guest an aliya to the Torah but rather he 
should give him Hagba'ah.  The Gabbai obeyed the Brisker Rov without 

were parchment and the oceans were ink and the trees were all pens to write with, and all the people in the world were 
Sofrim, they would never be able to finish their work, it is endless. Imagine what eternity is for each Misva and the loss of 
it when one misses doing it, and more so the punishment for doing Aveirot. A businessman can understand very well this 
concept, when he loses a big customer for failing to be on time for an appointment. This is like the person who comes late 
to Minyan or doesn’t come and misses the Ameinim and Kadeishim, or is busy talking while they are praying. There is an 
interesting story that took place with a young man who was consistently late for prayers and the Rabbi kept on reminding 
him how important it was to be on time. Eventually the fellow told the Rabbi, "What’s wrong, anyhow I come a little late, 
but I am here daily.” To no avail he continued coming late. This fellow was a successful businessman with a large factory. 
One day a fire broke out in his factory and he called 911. Waiting impatiently until the fire engine would arrive with the 
fire squad. He called again and they said that they were on the way. Eventually they came, but to his dismay it was too 
late, the factory burnt down. He admonished the fire chief, “Why weren’t you more prompt!?” He answered, “So what if 
we were late, at least we came.” This hit him like a bolt of lightening, “Wow that’s my attitude towards Misvot!”– Let’s 
not wait until the last second to put out the fire of laziness and grab on to every Misva for eternal bliss in both worlds. 
Shabbat Shalom  
Rabbi Ezra Zafrani 

STORIES OF OUR GEDOLIM 
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questioning this odd request.  
After the guest was called for hagbah and was about to pick up the Sefer Torah, Reb Chaim made his way to the 
Bima and stopped the guest from picking up the Torah. "Don't be Matriach yourself" said Reb Chaim, "it is 
quite heavy!"  "But is not a Tircha" protested the guest."it is a Zchus!”  "And so is serving another Jew and 
doing the Mitzva of Hachnasas Orchim!”, said Reb Chaim.

THE CUCKOO BIRD 

Despite their name, the Cuckoo birds are actually pretty brilliant! However, 
they could use a little bit of Tikun Hamidot!  
The Cuckoos are notorious for laying their eggs in other birds nests.  Instead 
of building a nest, incubating their eggs and raising their chicks, they lay their 
eggs in the nests of other birds and leave the task of raising their offspring to 
the unsuspecting host. 
This can be done either while the host bird leaves her nest, or if the host bird is 
present, the cuckoo will even brazenly lay its egg while the host attempts to 
ward off the unwanted guest. This process can take as quick as 10 seconds! 
Potential host birds, to prevent being tricked by the 
parasites, get rid of eggs that don't look like their 
own. To avoid this, female cuckoos need to lay 
eggs that look identical to that of the host bird's, 

both in color and shape so that host bird cannot tell the eggs apart.  
Different cuckoos can lay eggs of many different colors and patterns. They can be blue, 
brown, green or grey, and have different combinations of spots and patterns. But each 
individual female cuckoo can only lay eggs in one color, so different females specialize 
on different host species.  
Once the egg is in the nest, the cuckoo egg is programmed to hatch before the other eggs 
in the nest, at that point it begins to methodically evict all host progeny from the host’s 
nests. From the moment of birth, it begins the task of eliminating any competition in the 
nest. However, after much resistance and many failed attempts it eventually succeeds 
and it rolls the host eggs out of the nest by pushing them over the edge with its back, It 
does this since it is a much larger bird than its hosts, and needs to monopolize the food 
supply. With all the food to itself, the chick grows to its adult size in just 2 weeks. At this point, the chick is much 
larger than its foster parents and it’s an interesting sight to see it being fed by its ‘parents”. Despite all this, the host 
bird raises the rude chick as its own. Whatever the reason may be that Hashem chose to instill this interesting 
mannerism in the cuckoo, one thing’s for sure, these unique habits are programmed with great wisdom by a perfect 
Creator Hakadosh Baruch Hu! 

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

HASHEMS AMAZING WORLD/ נפלאות הבורא 
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Weekly Halacot - הלכה למעשה

The laws of wrapping food on Shabbat 
One may not wrap a pot of food on Shabbat in order to 
retain its heat. This prohibition is termed by the Hachamim 
as, הטמנה   איסור Hatmana. Furthermore, one may not wrap 
a pot of food with material that will add heat, even if the 
wrapping will be prepared prior to Shabbat.  
If one wrapped a pot of food with material which adds heat, 
and the food was thereby enhanced, the food may not be 
eaten on Shabbat. 

Definition of הטמנה wrapping  
Regarding the prohibition ofהטמנה –wrapping, there is a 
difference of opinion as to how much of the pot must be 
wrapped in order to be considered הטמנה-wrapped. 
Ashkenazim follow the opinion that the pot must be fully 
wrapped on all sides to be considered wrapped. However, 
Sefaradim follow the more stringent opinion - that even if 
the pot is partially wrapped, it is considered הטמנה -
wrapped. 

Wrapping with material that will retain heat 
 One may not wrap a pot of food on Shabbat with a towel, 
or with any other material, which retains heat. Since, 
generally, after cooking, one desires to retain the food’s 
heat by wrapping it – if wrapping would be permitted on 
Shabbat, one may find his food cold, and reheat it - 
ultimately transgressing the melacha of cooking or 
kindling, by raising the fire.  

a) One may wrap a pot of food, prior to Shabbat, with 
material which retains the heat, but does not add 
heat.  

b) If one did not yet accept Shabbat, and it is before 
nightfall of Friday night, one may wrap a pot of 
hot food with a towel.  

c) One may not wrap a pot of food on Shabbat, even 
with a towel. However, if one previously wrapped 
a pot of food prior to Shabbat, and on Shabbat he 
removed it, then he may rewrap it on Shabbat - 
even with different wrapping, provided that the 
wrapping merely retains heat. Furthermore, he may 
add more towels onto it. However, if the food is 
not fully cooked, then one may not rewrap it or add 
more towels onto it.  

d) One may place a pot cover on top of a pot on 
Shabbat.   

Wrapping with aluminum foil  
One may wrap food with aluminum foil with the intention 
of either containing the food so it does not pour out, or with 
the intention of keeping the food clean. However, one may 
not wrap food, such as bread, with aluminum foil in order 
to uniformly heat it on a hot plate on shabbat. 

Submerging wrapped food into a hot pot 
Before Shabbat begins, one may wrap food with aluminum 
foil, or place it in a bag, and then submerge it into a pot of 
hot food on the blech. For example, one may wrap a piece 
of kugel and immerse it in a pot of cholent prior to Shabbat. 

Warming a baby bottle  
One may warm milk in a bottle by submerging part of it 
into a כלי שני – a bowl of hot water which was taken from 
an urn.  However, one may not submerge the entire bottle 
on Shabbat.   

Thermos on Shabbat 
One may put hot water into a thermos in order to retain its 
heat on Shabbat. 

Wrapping a pot of food with a material that will add 
heat 
One may not wrap a pot of food, prior to Shabbat, with 
material that will add heat. The reason is that if one comes 
to wrap with a heating element, he may increase the heat on 
Shabbat - thereby transgressing the melacha of kindling a 
fire -הבערה  .  

Wrapping a pot while on a blech 
One may not wrap a pot with a towel, prior to Shabbat, and 
put it on a heating element or blech. However, some have a 
custom to wrap from before Shabbat even though it is on 
the blech. 

Using a Crock-Pot for Shabbat 
A crock-pot is a pot which is placed into a small heating 
element that completely surrounds the pot. The crock-pot, 
according to some opinions, is forbidden for use for 
Shabbat, even if the food was fully prepared from before 
Shabbat. According to this opinion, since the surrounding 
heating element adds heat from the bottom and from the 
sides, it is considered to be wrapped by the heating element. 
However, some poskim say that since the pot is not actually 
touching the heating element, it is not called wrapped, and 
it is, therefore, permitted.  
According to all poskim, it is permitted to be used by 
raising the pot from the bottom by means of adding balls of 
aluminum foil.  
Additionally, in order to allow one to return the pot on 
Shabbat, the crock-pot requires a lining to be placed over 
the heating element. One must cover the entire inside with 
aluminum foil, and arrange the foil so that some of it 
extends out and over its sides. Some say that since 
aluminum foil can conduct heat, it is preferable to line the 
heating element with parchment paper. 

Rabbi Michael Levy


