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  1. The reports of the miraculous redemption by HaShem of His People from Egypt were 

heard by all the inhabitants of the Mediterranean lands — and far beyond, too.  Yisro, 

the well-known chieftain in Midyon, who was the father-in-law of Mosheh our Teacher, 

also heard these reports.  He had heard, too, the reports of the fitting punishment that 

HaShem had inflicted upon the Egyptians and their king for their defiance of HaShem 

and His command to them to let us go free.  It was through these events that Yisro, 

being a genuine seeker of truth and a man of high intellectual integrity, recognized the 

greatness of HaShem as the One and Only true G-d and had renounced all forms of 

idolatry and other worship as false. 

 Nearly a year before, when his son-in-law Mosheh had told him that he was returning to 

Egypt from Midyon at the command of HaShem so as to lead out the Jewish People 

from Egypt, Mosheh had told Yisro that the purpose of the imminent Redemption from 

Egypt was that the Children of Israel were to receive the Torah from HaShem and thus 

become His People.  Yisro now sends a message to Mosheh and informs him that he is 

coming out to the wilderness to join the Jewish People as a convert.  Mosheh (with 

Aharon and the Elders of the people) comes out to welcome him and Mosheh tells his 

father-in-law in greater detail of all the great and wonderful events that had happened to 

them.  

  2. During the time that we are encamped in the Wilderness and preparing ourselves to 

receive the Torah, Yisro watches with great interest all the goings-on in the camp.  He 

sees too how overworked his son-in-law is and how the people have to wait so long for 

his personal attention to their needs and problems.  With an eye to the future, Yisro 

reasons that even if the Jewish Nation can function in this way here in the Wilderness, 

nevertheless when the people eventually take possession of the land of Kenaan and 

settle there, it will not be possible for Mosheh to govern the people in the same way.  In 

their own Land, they will be spread over the whole country and not any more in such a 

relatively compact area.  Yisro therefore advises Mosheh to delegate his authority to 

others to share the burdens of office with him, both here, in the Wilderness, and, later, 

in the Promised Land.  HaShem tells Mosheh to carry out the plan that Yisro put 

forward, and as a result, in addition to the seventy Elders whom Mosheh had already 

ordained to assist him and Aharon (chosen from the Jewish foremen who had suffered 

so much for their brethren from the whips of the cruel taskmasters when we were 

slaves in Egypt) many other worthy people are now appointed to positions of authority. 

  3. While we were in Egypt, we too knew that the purpose of our slavery and the promised 

Redemption was that we were to receive the Torah of HaShem on our way to Eretz 

Yisroel.  Thus, on Rosh Chodesh Sivvan, in the year 2448 after Creation, we arrive at 

the Wilderness of Sinai and encamp at the foot of Mount Sinai.  Mosheh our Teacher 
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ascends the mountain and HaShem tells Mosheh to prepare us for the Receiving of the 

Torah.  Mosheh tells us of HaShem's wish that we be to Him “a kingdom of princes and 

a holy nation” and he reports back to HaShem our desire to receive the Torah from 

HaShem Himself, with our declaration that “we will obey and we will listen” to every-

thing that HaShem commands.  Mosheh, carrying out the instructions of HaShem, 

then erects a fence around this mountain which is to serve as a stage for this momen-

tous occasion when the Glory of HaShem is to descend upon the world like never 

before. 

  4. Three days later, on the appointed morning, Mosheh leads us out of our camp towards 

the mountain, now shrouded in thick smoke and roaring with fire to the very heavens.  

The unnatural sound of the Shofar is heard over the noise of crashing thunder and the 

whole mountain trembles as the greatest manifestation of HaShem's Presence is 

revealed before us.  Mosheh our Teacher is sent down by HaShem to warn us once 

again not to approach the mountain.  Then suddenly all is absolutely quiet. 

  5. Then, in the most awesome sound ever experienced by mortals, the Voice of HaShem is 

heard to reverberate from the heavens as HaShem, the Master of the Universe, 

proclaims his Almightiness to us, His People, whom He has taken out from Land of 

Egypt and the House of Bondage, to be His servants.  In this First of the Ten 

Commandments, HaShem makes known to us His Unique and Absolute Oneness.  In 

the Second Commandment, He warns that no other power is to be reverenced by us, 

nor any symbol of such power, whether real or imagined.  

  6. (After hearing directly from HaShem Himself the first two of the Ten Commandments, 

our leaders urgently beseeched Mosheh our Teacher to beg HaShem to desist from 

Himself continuing the Decalogue, for we were afraid for our very lives.  In response, 

HaShem grants Mosheh our Teacher the strength and power to tell us the other 

Commandments and we listen as he speaks the others which follow:)  

  7. The Third Commandment:  No one may take the Name of HaShem in vain, nor to 

swear by the Name of HaShem falsely or to no useful purpose. 

  8. The Fourth Commandment:  The Jewish People is to remember the Shabbos Day to 

keep it holy: no manner of Melachah (creative work) is to be done by any of us on 

Shabbos.  In this way we, the People of HaShem, are to testify that in the Six Days of 

Creation HaShem called the whole of Creation into existence, and on the seventh day 

He rested and ceased to create anything new, and declared the seventh day to be holy 

and He sanctified it.  As HaShem's People, we too are to desist from our mundane, 

weekday activities on this special day, to observe the Shabbos of HaShem as He has 

commanded.  In this way, our lives shall be enhanced with the holiness and spirituality 

of Shabbos. 

  9. The Fifth Commandment:  We are commanded to honour our parents and our elders, 

those that transmit to each generation the teachings of HaShem that we can function 

as His People, so that our days shall be prolonged in happiness and goodness. 
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10. The Sixth Commandment:  We are commanded not to commit murder nor any other 

kind of unlawful killing, nor to associate ourselves with murderers or with those that 

would use cruelty or violence against others. 

11. The Seventh Commandment:  We are commanded not to commit adultery and to keep 

away from all kinds of immorality. 

12. The Eighth Commandment:  We are commanded not to kidnap nor hold to ransom, 

and to keep away from all kinds of robbery and theft. 

13. The Ninth Commandment:  We are commanded not to bear false witness against our 

fellow man, for whatever purpose, and not to allow the course of justice to be perverted 

in any way. 

14. The Tenth Commandment:  We are commanded to curb our desires for that which is 

not rightfully ours, for it is unworthy ambition and greed that lead a person to do evil. 

15. These Ten Commandments form the very foundation of the Law of Israel:  they 

incorporate the whole of the Torah of HaShem and they serve as the basis upon which a 

righteous and just society can be built.  The Torah which we received at Sinai is our 

Constitution as the People of HaShem — it was at Sinai that we became a People.  

16. After these Ten Commandments are announced to us, Mosheh our Teacher explains to 

us that one of the reasons why HaShem chose to give us His Torah in such a 

spectacularly awesome way is so that we shall for all time retain in our national 

memory this day when we became the People of HaShem.  We shall always remember 

how we experienced — like no-one else before or since — the inexpressible greatness of 

HaShem, so that we shall always revere and fear Him. 

17. HaShem tells us that although we are not to make replicas of the great luminaries in 

the sky, nor of the angels, that minister to HaShem (not even to serve as a focal point in 

our worship of HaShem Himself) we are to erect an altar upon which we are to bring 

Korbonos to HaShem, and Mosheh tells us of some of the laws of this Mitzvah. 

18. Mosheh then walks up the mountain once again.  Through a path which opens up for 

him through the thick smoke and cloud, he ascends the mountain to learn from 

HaShem, during the next forty days and forty nights, all the other laws of the Torah, to 

teach them to us as and when HaShem will command him to teach each of them to us.  

In the meantime, we are in the charge of Aharon and the Elders, and anxiously await 

the return of Mosheh.  Only Yehoshua bin Nune — the faithful minister to Mosheh our 

Teacher — waits at the foot of the mountain outside the camp, all alone, till he returns. 
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For a more comprehensive explanation of this topic, please see the essay  
“Shabbos, Dual Foundation of Our Faith” appended to Sidra of the Week: ïðçúàå. 

 

The wording of the Luchos (the Two Tablets of Testimony on which were engraved the  ò  úøù
úåøáãä, “the Ten Commandments”) is given in this week’s Sidra.  The wording is given again in 
Sidra ïðçúàå  but there are noticeable differences, particularly in the command concerning Shabbos.  

Here is the version in this week’s Sidra, åøúé : 

Remember the Shabbos Day to keep it holy.  Six days shall you labour and do all your work.  
But the seventh day is Shabbos to G-d your Lord.  You shall not do any kind of Melochoh, 
neither you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your manservant nor your maidservant, nor 
your animals, nor the stranger that is within your city gates.  For in six days G-d made the 
heavens and the earth and the sea and all that it is in them and He rested on the seventh day.  
Therefore G-d blessed the Shabbos Day and He made it holy.   

Clearly, therefore, the Shabbos is the weekly reminder that G-d Almighty is the Creator of all the 
world.  He is our Creator and we must at all times use all our powers in His service and live our lives 
according to the Divine Will.  By our not doing “any manner of Melochoh” on Shabbos, we testify that 
G-d is the Creator of heaven and earth.   

Now here is the translation of this same Fourth Commandment in the Luchos in Sidra ïðçúàå: 

Guard the Shabbos day to keep it holy as G-d your Lord has commanded you.  Six days shall 
you labour and do all your work.  But the seventh day is Shabbos to G-d your Lord.  You shall 
not do any kind of Melochoh neither you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your 
manservant, nor your maidservant, nor your ox, nor your ass, nor any of your animals, nor 
your stranger that is within your gates so that your manservant and your maidservant may rest 
just as you rest and you shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt and G-d your 
Lord brought you out from there with a strong hand and an outstretched arm.  Therefore G-d 
your Lord commands you to keep the Shabbos day.   

But the reason for Shabbos — that is, that G-d created the heavens and earth in six days and rested 
on the seventh day — is not given there in Sidra  ïðçúàå  at all!  Why is this? 

First of all, it must be understood that in reality there is no such thing as “the First Luchos” and “the 
Second Luchos” as if there were two versions.  (Although there are authorities who speak in such 
terms, what they probably mean is that the two accounts of the Luchos teach us different things.)  
After the episode of the Golden Calf, G-d told Mosheh to hew out another two tablets of stone and that 
He would inscribe these new tablets with the very same words that were on the first Luchos —

"ëåúøáù øùà íéðåùàøä úåçåìä ìò åéä øùà íéøáãä úà úåçåìä ìò éúáú" .  Clearly, then, the 
words on the Luchos were the same.   

So why the different wording in the two Sidros? 
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The answer is that in this week’s Sidra  åøúé  is the description of the actual wording of the Luchos as 
it was.  The report in Sidra  ïðçúàå, on the other hand, is the review of the event of the Giving of the 
Torah and includes the explanations of Mosheh our Teacher (as can be seen there from the repeated 
phrase  ä êåö øùàë 'à-êéäì  ).   

It is the special talent of a good teacher to anticipate the questions of his pupils and to address them 
even before they raise them.  In Sidra  ïðçúàå  we see how Mosheh our Teacher, the greatest teacher 
we ever had, anticipates the question that the Mitzvah of Shabbos might raise in the mind of some 
people and he addresses that question.  As follows: 

A person might say to himself or herself: Can it really be that through my observing the Shabbos I 
bear testimony that HaShem is the Creator of the Universe?  But how can it be that little me, by my 
not switching on a light on Shabbos, by my desisting from watering my plants on Shabbos, should be 
a witness that HaShem is the Creator?  He is so unspeakably powerful, so incredibly great, so remote 
— aren’t my actions or inactions so insignificant?  It is hard to believe that G-d Almighty should be 
concerned with me at all, that He should have ever commanded that I am to observe and guard the 
Shabbos as my testimony to His being the Creator of all.  Maybe, great and holy people, yes, they 
should keep the Shabbos!  But little me?  He is so great and I am so small — surely my observing the 
Shabbos is a presumptuous futility! 

Says Mosheh our Teacher: And this thinking is wrong!  HaShem is indeed great, unspeakably great, 
yes.  And with all that, He is indeed interested in all His creatures and especially in each and every one 
of us, His Chosen People.  See!  We were a people enslaved in Egypt, powerless and without any 
rational hope of redemption from there by our own efforts.  But then HaShem, the Creator of all and 
the Father of Mankind, looked down from On High and He Himself took us out from that House of 
Slavery to be His People, as He had promised our forefathers, Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov.  And as 
His People, it is our sacred duty to bear testimony to HaShem not only as the Creator of the World 
but as the G-d of all Mankind, Who wishes His creatures to conduct themselves according to His 
wishes.  This, that HaShem is the G-d and Father of all Mankind and the Master Controller of 
everything, is the reason and the testimony of Shabbos no less than the Shabbos being testimony of 
HaShem the Creator.   

In his review of the event of Mattan Torah in Sidra  ïðçúàå, Mosheh our Teacher means to stress that 
not only are we ourselves to observe the Shabbos but we are to observe the Shabbos together with our 
manservant and maidservant, “so that they shall rest just as you do.”  Remember the less fortunate, 
says Mosheh.  Don’t be all holy and spiritual at the expense of others, or even without including 
others.  Be considerate to those who are your subordinates, too.  Remember, you were slaves in 
Egypt, and therefore G-d commands you to observe the Shabbos day together with your manservant 
and maidservant.  For great as He is, even as He is Almighty G-d, the Creator of heaven and earth, He 
is involved with all His human creatures.  And He is the Lord and Judge and rewards each according 
to how he or she obeys His commands.   

This, too, is no less a part of the Shabbos, says Mosheh our Teacher.   

Shabbos is the foundation of our faith for it is the weekly reminder, firstly, that G-d is the Creator of 
All and, secondly, that He is the Father of all Mankind Who protests against slavery and oppression of 
the human spirit.   

No wonder that tyrants of all times have tried to stop the Jewish People from celebrating G-d’s holy 
Shabbos.  But despite all difficulties, the Shabbos will always be our special bond between G-d and us, 
His holy People.   



 
 
 
 
 

This week’s Haftorah, for Sefaradim, is Sefer Yeshayohu, Chapter 6.  
Ashkenazzim continue with Chapter 7 verse 1 until verse 7 

and then Chapter 9 verses 5 — 6 

 

1. Reading a Haftorah was originally instituted by our Chachommim to be a temporary replacement for 

the public Torah Reading which had been banned by the anti-Jewish government of those times.  As 

such, the Haftorah chosen would recall something of the Sidra it had to replace.  But in a general way, 

too, the intention was that the Haftorah should keep alive in the minds of the people the practice of 

the public Torah Reading — which is one of the reasons for the Haftorah being read aloud by a 

Reader.  Indeed, the very number of Pessukim of the Haftorah mirrors the Torah Reading itself.  In the 

public Torah Reading, no Aliyah is less than three Pessukim and on Shabbos morning there are at 

least seven Aliyos, making twenty-one Pessukim, and so the Haftorah is at least twenty-one Pessukim.  

There are a number of exceptions, usually where the chosen Haftorah, although fitting, is nevertheless 

a small self-contained unit, so to speak, and because of this, the Haftorah is shorter.   

2. This week’s Haftorah is a case in point.  The Sidra and its Haftorah obviously share a theme.  They 

both describe the incredible revelation of the Divine.  In the Sidra, the Torah describes Mattan Torah, 

when we received the Torah from HaShem Himself as He descended in glory upon this world to give 

us His Torah.  Never before or since has there been such a revelation of HaShem’s glory in the 

presence of a great gathering of living humans as at Sinai.  And the Haftorah, too, is the vision shown 

to Yeshayohu at the beginning of his mission as HaShem’s prophet to us.  Yeshayohu answers the call 

of HaShem and he is appointed to be His Novvi and the Pessukim go on to describe in mystical 

prophetic language the glory of HaShem, enthroned On High and surrounded by His holy angels.  

This excerpt is really quite short but is clearly a self-contained paragraph which is eminently suited to 

the Sidra.  For this reason, therefore, despite its brevity, Sefaradim end their Haftorah at the end of 

this chapter, making it an unusually short Haftorah.  In these thirteen Pessukim is portrayed the 

Heavenly chorus of praise to HaShem, called “Kedushah.”  This Kedushah forms a prominent and 

sublime part of our davvening (appearing three times in Shacharis and once in Mincha but not at all 

in Maariv) where we declare our wish “to proclaim the holiness of HaShem down here, on earth, in 

the same way as they do in the High Heavens.”  

3. The custom of Ashkenazzim, however, is to continue the Haftorah into the next chapter.  Thus, even 

though the subject matter which follows is not really connected to the Sidra, the Haftorah conforms 

to the regulation number of Pessukim.  In this next part, Yeshayohu is instructed to bring a message 

of encouragement to the Jewish people, albeit to the unworthy King Ochoz ben Yosom ben Uzziyohu, 

king of Yehudah, who are threatened with invasion by the rival King of Israel who is coming against 

them together with Retzin, the king of Arram.   

4. The Haftorah ends with two Pessukim from a later chapter, where Yeshayohu prophesises about the 

imminent birth of a son to King Ochoz.  A righteous person, he will be a true successor to the throne 

of the Royal House of King Dovid and will serve the Jewish People well.  This son, Chizkiyohu, will be 

instrumental in undoing some of the evil of his father.  For whereas Ochoz had tried so hard to stop 

the Jewish People from learning Torah, Chizkiyohu, by his own example and by his encouraging 

others, ensured that Torah study once again became the primary concern of the Jewish People.  
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