
 

 

נצבים פרשת  
Week #118 

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com 
                                                     This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly. 
 

What is the optimal method of diapering a baby on Shabbos, specifically with rash 

prevention and treatment in mind? 

Baby “spritz”, baby powder and baby oil are products that may be used for rash 

prevention. If the baby already has a rash and requires cream to soothe it, the cream should 

be applied without smearing (e.g. by dabbing or pressing) and with a shinui (in an unusual 

fashion). If necessary, one may smear the cream with a shinui (Backhanded), in a way 

that allows the cream to be absorbed into the skin and not merely spread on top.  

 

What method should be used to clean the baby during diapering? 

Cleaning and wiping a baby should be done by applying water, baby oil, or “spritz”, 

followed by wiping with dry tissues. Wet tissues or cloths may not be used to clean a 

baby. Similarly, they may not be used to clean any area on a child, including his/her face. 

 

What should one be aware of when disposing of a soiled diaper? 

According to many Poskim, one should not close the diaper by taping shut the sticky tabs 

before disposing of the diaper. The reason for this is because once the diaper is in the 

garbage, the tabs will likely remain closed permanently, and closing the tabs in this 

permanent manner can be a transgression of the Melocha of Tofer (sewing).    

A soiled diaper may be deposited in the garbage because the diaper is considered Graf 

Shel Re’i (repulsive). Since removal of the diaper is permissible only due to its 

repulsiveness, if the baby was changed in a room that will not be used again for the 

duration of Shabbos and the diaper will therefore not repulse anyone, the diaper should 

not be moved nor placed in the garbage until after Shabbos. 

 

May one use baby wipes on Shabbos? 

No. Even if the wipes were squeezed before Shabbos to remove excess moisture and the 

moisture remaining in the wipes is not capable of wetting something else, they are still 

not permitted. 

 

Is it permissible to use diapers on Shabbos that contain a color-changing strip that 

changes colors when the diaper is wet? 

Yes; this type of diaper is permissible to be used on Shabbos.  

 

mailto:Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

