
 

 

A man made a purchase at a grocery store, and 

forgot to take his change. After he left, the cashier 

saw the money and said to the store owner, 

“Boss, look, he left $1.98 on the counter.” The 

boss told him to put the money back into the 

register, because it belongs to him. “Is that 

honest, Boss?” the employee asked. The boss told 

him to be quiet and get back to work. Just at that 

moment, the boss accidentally knocked over a jar 

of pickles. The worker rushed over to clean the 

mess, and picked up the broken jar. “Hey, Boss, 

this jar cost $1.98,” the worker said. “Maybe 

someone’s trying to tell you something?” “Well” 

the boss said, “I guess it’s a good thing the guy 

left his change, so that I wouldn’t lose any money 

from the broken jar.” Some people just don’t get 

it, and insist on viewing everything as 

coincidence, rather than the Hand of Hashem. 

(Living Emunah pg 80) 

 

 

Hashem vs. Coincidence 

  

The normal Nazir period is for 

30 days. The Gemarah in 

Nazir (5a) derives this from 

the fact that the word 

"yehie" (Bamidbar 

6:5) equals 30. There are 

many daphim in mesechtos 

Nazir which derive many 

Nazirite laws from this 

gematria. The Chafetz Chaim 

makes the following powerful 

observation: just look what is 

contained within one 

gematria of one word of 

Torah! How much more so 

one pasuk, one mishna, one 

amud of Gemarah. 

 

Just One Word 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family 

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

 פרשת נשא  

Call Her Tante 

This week’s parsha has the most pesukim (179). The topic which uses the most pesukim is the 

korbanos of the Neisem. Every letter of the Torah is important and teaches us many halachos and 

not one thing is extra. Then there must be a very important lesson that we are supposed to learn 

from these pesukim. In the Ohr Yechezckal it is written “this is to give us an understanding of 

how careful we must be with the honor of another person.” Each nasi had a specific intent in 

each of the items he was bringing. Then he comes to the mishkan and he sees that the other 

nisim are bringing the same things he is. Most people would get annoyed and start to claim you 

stole my idea or do something to make his offering better. However the Torah is testifying here, 

that is not the proper way. Rather the Torah is teaching us be aware of another person and think 

how your actions will be understood by someone else. 

R’Meir Roch said he saw this type of sensitivity from his uncle R’Yecheil Gurdman. R’Yecheil lost 

his wife and children in the Holocaust. After the war he moved to America and got remarried. 

Once R’Meir came to America and his uncle told him he must stay by them. R’Meir was very 

happy to accept the invitation. However he told his uncle that he won’t be arriving till very late. 

He figured his uncle will leave the door open for him. When his arrival was delayed he didn’t 

think anything of it. Since he never thought that someone would be waiting up for him. When he 

arrived at the house it was way past midnight and it was very cold. He couldn’t believe what he 

saw, his uncle was waiting outside. He said to his uncle” I really didn’t expect you to wait up for 

me. Thank you very much but why did you wait outside?” He answered him I have something 

important to ask of you before you come in. “You have never met my second wife, and I wanted 

to make sure that you call her Tante. I want her to feel that she is really very much part of my 

family.” This is exactly what the Torah is teaching us here to be very careful of someone else’s 

feelings. 



The parsha that precedes the laws of Sotah is the parsha of withholding Terumah and Maaser from a Kohen. Rashi (5:12) explains 

the connection between these two laws in the following manner. If a person will refuse to come to the Kohen to give 

him terumah and maaser, then he will end up bringing his wife to the Kohen for the test of the Sotah 

waters. The Ksav Sofer asks, what does someone withholding terumah have to do with his wife later coming to drink 

the Sotah waters? He explains that the entire episode of the Sotah is embarrassing for everyone involved. Really, there is a solution 

to avoid all this shame: the husband should divorce his and pay her the kesuva money. The Ksav Sofer explains, that this husband 

would love to divorce his wife and save himself from any further embarrassment, but he lacks the funds to do so. When he 

withheld the money from the Kohen, he brought poverty upon himself. Now he lacks the funds to pay a kesuva, so he must bring 

her to Kohen to undergo the test of the Sotah waters.  

 Every morning in the Bracha of Ahavah Rabbah, we ask Hashem for help in learning, teaching, 
guarding ,and  fulfilling all of the Torah with love. R'Moshe Feinstein asks: we understand why 
it is necessary to ask for help in learning , and keeping the Torah, but not everyone is a 
teacher. Why than, do we ask for help in teaching Torah? The Mishnah in Pirkei Avos tells us 
"Who is a wise man? Someone who learns from everyone." This mishna is teaching us that we 
all have the ability to be a teacher. Even those of us who are not professional educators should 
teach, by example. Our behavior and our dealings should showcase the beauty of Torah.  

 

 Living in the Now 

One of the laws of a Nazir is that he can’t come in contact with a dead body. The pasuk says (6:11) “He shall 
provide for him atonement for having sinned regarding the[dead] person; and he shall sanctify his head on that 
very day.” The Beis Yisroel brings this pasuk as a proof, that a person should never despair. Imagine this Nazir, 
who had been trying so hard to stay pure and follow all the laws properly. And why did he do so? Not to gain 
fame or fortune. He became a Nazir for the sole purpose of getting closer to Hashem. Then,all of the sudden, 
through no obvious fault of his own, he came in contact with a dead body.His immediate reaction might one of 
despair: “Why did this happen to me? It must be a sign from Hashem that I am not fit to be a Nazir and that my 
efforts are not favorable in His eyes.” The pasuk comes to dismiss the negative thoughts running through his 
head. It clearly states “sanctify his head on this very day;” forget all your negative thoughts! Start new today and 
remember: “Yesterday is history, tomorrow's a mystery, and today is a gift; that's why it's called the present!”   

פרשת נשא           
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וללמד ?????    

  Self Prescribed 


