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“Moshe said to HaShem: “The Children of Israel didn’t listen to me. How will Pharaoh 
listen to me; and I have a speech impediment?” And HaShem spoke to Moshe and 

Aharon and commanded them to the children of Israel, and to Pharaoh, King of Egypt, 
to take the Children of Israel out of Egypt.” (Exodus 6:12-6:13) 

Though Jews answer questions with questions, G-d apparently doesn’t. Moshe asked a 
reasonable thing. If the Jews who want to get out don’t listen to me, how will Pharaoh? 

In truth, it’s not a perfect question because the Jews had been enslaved and were not 
mentally able to consider freedom. Regardless, that isn’t what HaShem said. Seemingly 
ignoring the question, He commanded Moshe and Aharon to go to the Jews and Pharaoh to 
take them out. But the question still remains: Pharaoh isn’t going to listen so why should 
Moshe bother going? 

The answer is an amazing insight into our missions in life. 

Moshe said, “It is not reasonable that Pharaoh will heed my words to set the Jews free.” 
What did HaShem answer? 

G-d answered, “I didn’t tell you to make Pharaoh heed My words. I commanded you to carry 
my message to him. Whether he listens or not is not your concern. You will have fulfilled 
your responsibility by doing what I asked of you. 

Though we often seek to understand the reasons behind the commandments, at the end of 
the day, any reasons we have are subordinate to the command itself. As Maimonides writes, 
the reason we do the mitzvos is because we were commanded to by Moshe at Sinai. 

To paraphrase Alfred Lord Tennyson’s poem, “Ours is not to reason why; ours is but to do 
and live.” Our mission in life is simply to carry out G-d’s 
commands and leave the rest to him. In fact, though the chapter 
and verse numbers aren’t of Jewish origin, He made sure that 
this verse was a number very familiar to us: 6:13. 

 

In the story of the Exodus, animals played a large supporting role. They 

were in several plagues, from the fish in the Nile to the wild animals. In 

the second plague, tzefardaya, colloquially called, “frogs” while some 

contend they were crocodiles, they were all over Egypt. They even entered 

the ovens of the Egyptians, ready to give their lives to carry out G-d’s will. 

Then, a miracle occurred. They didn’t die! As a reward for their self-

sacrifice, these frogs lived in the hot ovens and were miraculously 

unharmed. Nice. 

Later, when the Jews left, the dogs in Egypt didn’t bark. As a reward, dogs for all time are to be given 

meat of an animal that wasn’t slaughtered but found to be treif. Why did the tzefardaya who were 

willing to die get a temporary reward, but the dogs that merely didn’t bark got an eternal one? 

 

 



The striking answer is that it is easier to give up your life in a moment of religious passion than to close 

your mouth when you’d really like to say something. 

The truth is that most of us can relate to that. When we have a witty response, or we are angry and want 

to retaliate; when we simply know some exciting news even if it’s not gossip but it’s not for us to say, it 

is very difficult to hold ourselves back and keep our mouths shut. 

The Vilna Gaon, in a famous letter to his family, wrote that for every moment a person holds his tongue, 

he is granted access to the great light which G-d hid away after the sin of Adam and Eve. This insight is 

well-deserved because of the great difficulty of the act, and according to the effort is the reward. 

This is proven from the animals in the story of the Exodus, and should be a great incentive for us all to 

give up the momentary pleasure of saying something to acquire the eternal pleasure of the reward for 

remaining silent. Hey, if animals can do it, can’t we? 

Opposites Attract 

The opposite of pain is not pleasure, it’s “no 
pain.” – R’ Noach Weinberg z”l 

When dealing with opposites, we often confuse 
pairs that go together with actual opposites, like 
in the above example. 

At the plague of Barad, the hail which combined 
two opposite forces – fire and ice - the Torah 
tells us that those who feared the word of 
HaShem brought their servants and animals 

indoors. The opposite should be those “who did not fear the word of G-d.” But that’s not 
what the Torah says. 

The opposite given is, “whoever did not take the word of G-d to heart,” left his animals and 
servants in the field. Thus, the opposite of fearing the word of G-d is not ‘not being afraid,’ 
of G-d’s word, but ignoring it! 

The word for fear, yirah, also means to see. When one thinks objectively and truthfully about 
the world, he is bound to see G-d and thus know that His word is reality. The opposite of this 
is one who refuses to see the G-dliness in front of his nose. 

Such a person condemns all he possesses to be wasted and lost, not because he doesn’t fear 
G-d, but on the contrary, because he fears G-d's word, but refuses to acknowledge it. 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
Throughout the duration of the plagues, there was a constant. Each plague had a clear delineation 
between the Egyptians and the Jews. During the plague of blood, for example, if a Jew and an 
Egyptian were drinking out of the same glass with two straws, the Jew would drink water while the 
Egyptian drank blood. 

The frogs and wild animals didn’t enter Goshen where the Jews were, and HaShem specifically said 
that He was making a delineation to show that even though He “dwells” in Heaven, He manipulates 
and controls everything on earth. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: For whose benefit did HaShem create the distinction? What possible reasons might 
there have been for doing so? If G-d has a “chosen” nation, who made the choice and does different mean “better?”  

Does being different from other nations create certain responsibilities for the Jews? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 


