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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

Bo 5777 

 

Rabbi Yonoson Eybschutz, the great eighteenth-century sage, was known from his youth 
to be a brilliant thinker. He was held in high esteem even by non-Jews and this enabled 
him to help his Jewish brethren in a number of ways. 

One day, he was asked a question by a Christian cleric. “There is a verse from your 
prophet (Chagai 2:9) which says, ‘greater will be the glory of the last House (referring to 
the Holy Temple) than the first.’ It is referring to the Second Temple which was larger 
than the first and stood for ten years longer. Since that temple was called, “the last 

house,” why do you Jews believe the Temple in Jerusalem will yet be rebuilt?” (For more, see 
Bava Basra 3a) 

R’ Yonoson said: “When Moses was sent by G-d to take the Children of Israel from Egypt, 
he was given miracles to perform. First, he was to take his stick and throw it to the 
ground, where it would become a snake. Then, he was to put his hand in his shirt and 

when he removed it, it was leprous. The Torah says, “If they don’t heed the first sign, they 
will heed the last sign.” 

Then, G-d gave him a third sign, to pour water on 
the floor and it would turn to blood. The Torah then 

says that if they didn’t heed the first two signs, then 
they will heed this one. You see, then, that even 
though the Torah called the second sign the ‘last’ 
sign, there was a third one coming that was better 

than the first two.” 

Rabbi E. then quoted a verse from Parshas Bo. The 
Jews were commanded to take the Paschal lamb, 

(an animal, not a person) and place its blood upon 
the doorposts of their homes. The verse (12:13) 
says: And the blood will be a sign for you upon the 
houses. 

“This tells us that the sign of the blood, which was a 
third after the second one was called last, also 
applies to the ‘houses,’ the holy Temples, in which the second one was also called last, 

and we should therefore expect a third Temple to be built.” 

This is not just a brilliant comeback or a fantastic coincidence. What we see from this story 
is the perfection of HaShem’s world. Every detail works in harmony and consonance with 
every aspect of Creation and thus even the answer to this man’s question was already 
built into the Torah.  

This should give us strength and make us glad to be part of the Master Plan. 

 



Parsha Ponderances from Rabbi Michael Skobac 

"And Hashem said to Moshe: Stretch out your arm toward the 
heavens that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, a 
darkness that could be felt." (Exodus 10:21) 

The sages of the Midrash asked: How thick was the darkness of 
Egypt? Their answer: As thick as a gold dinar. 

Rabbi Yisroel Salanter would say: With his two eyes, a person can 
see the world and everything that is in it. But if two small coins are 
placed over them - nothing at all will be seen! 

 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
Each time Pharaoh considered letting the Jews go to serve HaShem, he asked, “Who is going?” Each 
time, he received the same answer, “Everyone.” 

He couldn’t understand it. He told Moshe to look at every religion in the world. In every one, the 
rituals were performed by the elders and the sacrifices were offered by adult males. Why would 
Moshe insist on everyone being there? Surely babies would be of no help in the ceremonies! 

Moshe told him that we are different. While most religions have priests or holy people who lead it, 
we are a nation of priests and holy folk. We ALL have a connection to HaShem and we all share in 
serving him in our own way. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: What are some ways we support each other in our service of HaShem? What part 
can babies play in Klal Yisrael? What about sick people or those who are not of full mental capacity? How do we help 
others fulfill their potential? Make Moshe’s case to Pharaoh about why everyone had to go. 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

Treat others with respect and dignity 
not only because they were created in 
the image of G-d, but because you 

were. 

The Torah tells us that when the plague of locusts disappeared, 
even the locusts the people had salted and put away to eat (yuck, 
but true!) disappeared. 

There is a very valuable lesson here. 

People often make the mistake of thinking that G-d sits in some 
castle in Heaven and looks down to see what we’re doing. Every 
so often, He gets involved and takes action. A little lightning here, 
a tornado there, and things go about their merry way. 

Nothing could be further from the truth.  

The very first Ani Maamin, one of the thirteen principles of the 
Jewish faith which many recite each morning, says that “I firmly 
believe that G-d is behind every action in the Universe.” 

That means that when I scratch my head, G-d is doing that. When I 
buy a stock, G-d is doing that. And when I do something wrong, 
G-d allowed me to, but can undo it as well. 

Our sages say that one of the worst things a thief does, aside from 
being more afraid of people than he is of G-d, is that he “troubles” 
HaShem, and bothers Him to return the stolen property. 

One who steals cannot console himself by saying, “I’ll deal with 
HaShem but at least I have the money,” because HaShem can and 
will take it away from him just as He did by removing the locusts 
which had been preserved for eating. 


