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FEAR OF HEAVEN  
By Rabbi Dov Keilson                                                
  

As a small child walks with his moth-

er, he lifts his gaze to the vast, majestic 

heavens above. In amazement, he exclaims, 

“Mommy, what’s that?!” His mother looks at 

her innocent son, smiles, and responds, “Oh, 

that’s just the sky, dear.” 

 With her response, the mother has 

missed a golden opportunity. She could have 

expressed great enthusiasm about the beauty 

of the heavens that Hashem has created, but 

instead she said merely, “oh, that’s just the 

sky…” 

 The heavens above should be a source of 

great inspiration. It is only our viewing it so 

often that impairs our ability to recognize its 

splendor. If we would endeavor to break loose 

from the shackles of ‘hergel’ (routine), we 

would come to appreciate a different dimension 

entirely to the skies we live underneath all our 

lives. 

 As we know, fearing Hashem is often 

described as “fear of heaven;” why is this so? 

The most basic answer is that we always point 

to the heavens when we speak of kaviyochul the 

place where Hakodosh Boruch Hu resides, even 

though in reality ‘His glory fills the entire 

world”. 

 Additionally, when the Torah tells us 

about the creation of the heavens on the second 

day, it says that Hashem said two words to the 

waters above: “Yehi Rakia” – ‘let there be a 

firmament!’ Rashi explains that because of 

those two words the heavens stood in their 

place; and it is from those two words that the 

skies continue to remain still until this very day. 

 In other words, when we look up at the 

sky, we are viewing a creation that, out of fear 

of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, continues for thou-

sands of years to listen obediently to His com-

mand. By recognizing the fear that the heavens 

have for Hashem, we ourselves are able to come 

to fear Hashem as well! 

 The third understanding though is really 

the principle that we began with: Chazal teach 

us that in a place of Tefilah we should have 

windows. The reason given for this is that it is 

important for a person to be able to gaze at the 

heavens during his davening, as this will help to 

increase his kavana and inspire his awareness of 

Hashem Yisborach. 

 The understanding is that the heavens 

above are an aspect of creation that can be 

utilized every day to help us become inspired 

and infused with awareness of the Creator of the 

world. As Dovid Hamelech expresses it: 

“Hashamayim Misaprim Kivod Kel - The 

heavens tell over the glory of Hashem.”  When 

one gazes at the Shamayim, he could feel a tug 

at his heart and a sense that there is so much 

more than meets the eye in this world. The 

heavens above have a power to them; they have 

a power to bring out true Yiras Hashem. Con-

sidering such, it is the heavens then that are 

used to express fear of Hashem -  “Yiras Sha-

mayim.” 

 May we merit to begin each glorious day 

by opening our eyes to see the beauty of Ha-

shem’s splendor in heavens above; and may we 

thereby be zoche to truly feel Hashem’s pres-

ence as we view His majesty and glory right 

above our heads…BSD  

   




