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   GENERAL HALACHOS OF SHABBOS   

…Continued from previous week.  (This set of Halachos is based on Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, unless other source is stated) 

 

1) Any Melacha that is prohibited for a Jew to do on Shabbos, he may not tell a Non-Jew to do for him on 

Shabbos, as the Posuk States “Kol Melacha Lo Ye’Aseh”- All Melachos should not be done. Chazal derive 

from the fact that it says “should not be done” as opposed to stating “you should not do” that it may not 

be done for you even via a non-Jew. The above is the general rule, and there are certain exceptions as we 

will detail in the next few Halachos. 

 

2) If the particular Melacha was given to a non-Jew to do on Friday, prior to the onset of the Shabbos, 

then it would be acceptable for the Non-Jew to do the Melacha, even if he does it on Shabbos, only if the 

following 5 conditions are met: 

a) The Non-Jew must take the item [he will be working on] out of the Jew’s home before Shabbos. 

b) The payment for the Melacha must be decided upon before Shabbos [because then the Non-Jew is 

doing the Melacha for his own benefit, as he wants to get paid) 

c) The payment must be a set amount for this particular job, and not a “per hour” or “per day” salary. 

d) One may not explicitly tell the non-Jew to do the particular Melacha on Shabbos, or even insinuate a 

“finish time” for the Melacha that would mean he has no choice but to do it on Shabbos. Rather it must be 

possible for the non-Jew to do it before or after Shabbos, yet the fact that he does it on Shabbos is 

because it is his choice to do it then. 

e) The Melacha in question may not be of the variety that is “attached to the ground” e.g. A Non-Jew may 

not build your home, or plow your field etc. even if the first 4 of the aforementioned conditions are 

met.(There are many intricate exceptions, addendums and scenarios where some of the above doesn’t apply, and it is 

beyond the scope of this forum to delve into all the intricate details. As always, if you have a Halacha L’Maaseh 

question, you must ask a competent Halachic authority. ) 

 

3) A non-Jew may not be allowed to do Melacha on Shabbos [which will benefit the Jew in any way] in the 

home of a Jew. (The Mishna Berura takes this even a step further, and prohibits the non-Jew from doing Melacha 

which will benefit the Jew even if it isn’t in the home of the Jew, if it is being done in public, and people know that the 

Melacha being done is for the benefit of the Jew.) 

 

4) Even if the non-Jew is a servant [or in more modern terms, the household help or live-in maid] and is 

doing the Melacha for his/her own purposes one must object to this practice and make them stop doing 

the Melacha in the Jewish home. (The Mishna Berura maintains that if the Melacha the non-Jew is doing is strictly 
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for his/her benefit and will not benefit the Jew whatsoever - for example: The non-Jew is sewing a loose button onto 

his/her own jacket -  then it is permissible for the non-Jew to do this in the home of the Jew. It is possible that in such 

a case, the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch would agree as well, but it isn’t clear from his words.) 

 

5) One may not rent a tool that is used to do a melacha (such as a hammer, plow, etc.) to a non-Jew on 

Friday (The Mishna Berura maintains that it must be a tool that is used to do a biblical Melacha for this to be the 

case).  However, it is permissible to lend the tool to a non-Jew on Friday provided that the non-Jew 

removes the tool from the Jew’s home before the onset of Shabbos.  On any other day of the week there 

is no problem with renting tools to a non-Jew, even if you know he will be using it on Shabbos, provided 

you adhere to the method of renting which is described in the next Halacha. 

 

6)When a Jew rents a tool, or contracts out work, to a non-Jew, it may only be done in such a way that 

there isn’t any payment specified for the tool’s use or for work to be done on Shabbos, rather the 

payment for Shabbos must be “swallowed up” into the lump sum for the week. For instance, you may tell 

the non-Jew that you are renting him your tractor for a week, month or year at a certain price or tell him 

that you will pay him a certain amount of money to finish a job. You may not, however, tell a non-Jew 

that you are renting him the tool at a cost of $10 per day for a week, and thus he owes you $70 at the end 

of the week. Similarly, you may not hire a contractor at $100 per day for a week’s work. Even if the 

money was paid in a lump sum at the end of the time period, the fact that it was clearly expressed as a 

certain amount per day, it is as if he hired him for that individual Shabbos and that is “Schar Shabbos” 

and is prohibited. 

 

7) This prohibition of “Schar Shabbos” is not just between a Jew and a non-Jew. It is also applicable 

between two Jews. For instance: One Jew may not rent a room in his home to another Jew at a daily rate 

of $50 a day for a week. Rather he must specify a lump sum for the entire week, and the payment for 

Shabbos will be “swallowed” into the lump sum of the week. 

 
…To be continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 
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