
Parshas Mishpatim - את העני עמך 

The Case for Sympathy & Empathy 

Yidden are רחמנים בני רחמנים. It’s in our DNA to care about other people and their needs. We try 

to help, if and when we are able to. Often we answer the call, even if we are not so able, with 

heroic מסירת נפש, above and beyond – לפנים משורת הדין. This is wonderful, but it isn’t enough. Not 

only should we respond to another’s plight because we are sympathetic and we feel bad. The 

Torah teaches us that we have to put ourselves in the other person’s shoes. We need to feel and 

understand his pain, uncertainty and worry, in order to fully respond and address his needs. 

The Pasuk says,  אם כסף תלוה– when you loan money to someone who has to raise cash,  את

 ,The simple reading is, when you lend money to people, to the poor among you. Rashi .העני עמך

however, interprets these words as an imperative to regard yourself, as if you are the person in 

need – מסתכל בעצמך כאילו אתה עני. The Alter from Kelm explained that it is not sufficient to respond 

to an appeal for help by writing a check, because this fellow needs help. You have to first imagine 

yourself in his predicament. It isn’t enough to be sympathetic. You need to empathize with him 

and his Matzav. Only then, after feeling how the walls are closing in on him, will you be able to 

properly respond, the way the Eibishter expects of us. 

Similarly, the Torah calls on the moneylender, to be accommodating to his client, when requiring 

a  משכון– collateral for an unpaid debt. The Pasuk seems to indicate that the surrender of property 

for such a משכון, is essentially symbolic. For instance, if the borrower hands over his bedclothes, 

he must get it back every evening. Whatever is needed for his livelihood, has to be made 

available, so he can do his work. The Torah seems to place an emphasis on understanding the 

borrower’s side of things, by describing his plight. He may be behind in his payment. The lender 

is entitled to get his money back. However,  היא כסותה לבדה– this may be his only decent covering. 

 ,Once again ?משכון what is he supposed to cover himself with, if you hold on to the –במה ישכב 

the Torah dramatizes the concerns of those who need our help, as a prerequisite of the Mitzvah 

of doing Gemilas Chesed. We must feel the acuteness of the need, in order to fulfill the Mitzvoh 

to its fullest. 

Often enough, we are approached by people in the throes of all kinds of misfortune, לא עלינו. 

People give their dollars and continue davening or enjoying their wedding feast. Do they stop for 

a moment, to think about this Yid’s situation and the hardship he is going through? Should we not 

consider offering some words of encouragement or a heartfelt Bracha? When we hear of or see 

someone who is in ill health or has no Parnassah, we should pause to think how this person and 

his loved ones lives have been turned upside down. At the very least, we should say some Tehilim 

and a sincere Tefillah on his behalf. Not just feel bad, but feel what these people are going 

through. 

I try never to forget the incredible lesson I learned from HaRav Yaakov Bender, Shlit”a, in my 

early days as a Hatzolah volunteer. When I referred to a call I responded to for an elderly person 

who had fallen, as “just a hip”, Rav Bender retorted, “JUST a hip? Do you have any idea how this 

person’s life may have changed irrevocably, because of this hip fracture? Maybe she used to do 

her own shopping and housekeeping. She may have regularly visited her children or enjoyed a 



nice stroll. Now, she may never regain that mobility. She may need an aide and become a shut-

in. Her days of independent living may be over, ל"ר .” My Hatzolah calls were never the same 

again. No patient is just a statistic. Along with the person on the ambulance cot, is an entire life 

of experiences, accomplishments and family. In a matter of minutes, the dignity and security of 

being a decision maker in charge of their own lives, has been torn away from them. They have 

become suddenly insecure and dependent on others to determine their now uncertain future. 

They don’t know what to expect next and how to pick up the pieces of whatever they were in 

middle of, when their world so unexpectedly turned upside down. That entire package is what I 

and my fellow Chaveirim – and all Gomlei Chesed, have to bear in mind -  מסתכל בעצמך כאילו אתה

 .You cannot just do your good deed, give yourself a pat on the back and ride off into the sunset .עני

We cannot just ease their pain. We must feel their pain.  

May Hashem bring רפואה וישועה to all in need, and may we always have the זכות to have and to 

generously share the abundance of Hashem’s blessings, והסרתי מחלה מקרבך. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos and a truly Simchadik Chodesh, yk 
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Hagaon Harav Yaakov Edelstein z”l (1924-2017) 

It is with great sadness that we report the passing today, of 

Hagaon Rav Yaakov Edelstein zt”l, rov of Ramat Hasharon. 

He was 92 years old. Rav Edelstein had been hospitalized 

since Monday at Laniado Hospital in Netanya, battling 

various ailments. He passed away early Thursday 

afternoon. 

For years, his name was mentioned amongst the bnei 

Torah of Eretz Yisroel in reverent tones. A gaon in all 

portions of the Torah and a leading posek. 

A mekubal renowned for his knowledge of chochmas 

hanistar. A tzaddik, whose brachos are sought after by older 

singles and childless couples. A poel yeshuos whose tefillos and aitzos have resulted in 

numerous stories of salvation… 

Rav Edelstein managed to stay out of the international spotlight, but in Eretz Yisroel, he was 

acknowledged to be one of the senior leaders of our generation, and the multitudes flowed to his 

humble home in Ramat Hasharon at all hours of the day and night. 

Born in 1924 in the Russian city of Shumietz, where his father, Rav Tzvi Yehudah Edelstein zt”l, 

served as mara d’asra, Rav Yaakov was born just a year after his older brother, Rav Yerachmiel 

Gershon, who serves today as the senior rosh yeshiva of Ponovezhh Yeshiva. Their mother was 

a daughter of Rav Mordechai Shlomo Movshovitz zt”l, mara d’asra of Milastoka. 

Rav Tzvi Yehudah had learned as a young bachur in Volozhin under Rav Chaim Brisker zt”l and 

later attached himself to Rav Chaim’s great talmid, Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz zt”l of Kamenitz. 

Rav Tzvi Yehudah published Hod Tzvi on Shas and a sefer of shailos uteshuvos, 

including halachic correspondence that he carried on with the Chofetz Chaim. 



In those first years after the overthrow of the czar, the Bolshevik Revolution was spreading its 

hold over the vast Russian populace and the bleak reality of Communism was quickly destroying 

the long established foundation of Yiddishkeit that existed throughout the Russian empire. 

In an interview published a few years ago, Rav Yaakov described the situation as one of total 

despair. Boys who just a year earlier had sat beside him in cheder learning Chumash could be 

seen walking about bare-headed and eating treife food. “There was no room to believe that we 

would ever again be allowed to live as Torah Jews,” Rav Yaakov recounted. “Generations 

of mesorah were simply abandoned overnight, as the populace sought to embrace the new reality 

of Lenin and Stalin.” 

Rav Tzvi Yehudah Edelstein sought to strengthen his people with emunah, but his pleas fell 

mostly upon deaf ears. He eventually directed his efforts inward and began to learn at home with 

his own children out of the public eye. In fact, even after the boys reached the age of compulsory 

education, Rav Tzvi Yehudah managed to bribe the local truant officer, who recorded the boys’ 

ages as younger than their actual seven and eight, thus enabling them to study at home for 

another few years. 

In 1934, when Rav Yaakov was ten, his mother suddenly passed away just as it was becoming 

apparent that the family could not remain Torah Jews if they were to stay in Russia. Rav Tzvi 

Yehudah took his family and embarked on the arduous journey that would eventually bring them 

to Eretz Yisroel. Despite the fact that they were unaffiliated and had none of the precious permits 

controlled by the Zionists and other political entities, they miraculously managed to leave via the 

port city of Odessa and arrived in Yaffo more than two weeks later. All the while, Rav Tzvi 

Yehudah maintained his daily learning schedule with his two sons. The Communist regime could 

not stop them from engaging in limud haTorah, and as their journey brought them closer to 

religious freedom, they intensified their hasmadah even as the old boat rocked from side to side 

as it traversed the rough sea. 

Upon their arrival in Eretz Yisroel, they were met by relatives who shared their own meager 

accommodations with the new arrivals. There was no single place with enough room for all of 

them, and their grandmother had to move in with one relative while a younger sister went to 

another. Rav Tzvi Yehudah drew the line at being separated, even temporarily, from his two sons, 

as their learning could not be sacrificed no matter what. Eventually, an empty chicken coop was 

procured in the farming village of Ramat HaSharon near Herzliya. While they cleaned it out, the 

landlord pointed to a stack of empty fruit crates. The local harvest would not take place for some 

time, so he offered the boxes to the Edelsteins to use as makeshift furniture. “Three crates served 

as a bed,” Rav Yaakov wistfully recalled, “with two serving as a table and others serving as chairs. 

We never did furnish our home completely, but we were free and in Artzeinu Hakedoshah. Our 

dream had come true.” 

Ramat Hasharon was basically a secular farming community and the only observant Jews were 

elderly. There were few children with whom to play and there certainly was no organized Talmud 

Torah where the two boys could learn. Instead, their father continued to learn with them himself 

from morning to night. As soon as they finished a masechta, they immediately began a new one. 

Not a minute was wasted. 

Eventually, Rav Tzvi Yehudah was asked to assume the rabbonus of Ramat Hasharon, and 

through witnessing his father’s devotion to his flock and absorbing the piskei halachah his father 

issued on a daily basis, Rav Yaakov had a tremendous shimush in rabbonus. 



One day, Rav Tzvi Yehudah saw a new sefer in the shul. It was titled simply “Chazon Ish,” and 

the name of the author did not appear on the title page. All it said was that it was available for 

purchase by a certain Rav Greineman. The senior Rav Edelstein was soon engrossed in 

the sefer. He could barely put it down. He asked the people in the shul if anyone knew how 

this sefer came to be in Ramat Hasharon. One fellow responded that he had met the author, a 

frail tzaddik living on the outskirts of Bnei Brak, and had purchased the sefer in order to help the 

author have a bit of parnassah. 

Rav Tzvi Yehudah took down the address of the Chazon Ish and, shortly thereafter, with his boys 

in tow, made his way to meet the author of such amazing chiddushei Torah. The Chazon 

Ish greeted Rav Tzvi Yehudah warmly and spent a lot of time speaking to the boys in learning. 

Their knowledge and level of learning astounded the gadol, who was amazed to hear that they 

had only attended yeshiva for a short time while still in Russia. 

“I feel that perhaps I am doing the wrong thing,” Rav Tzvi Yehudah told the Chazon Ish, “and that 

I am holding back my sons from the growth they would experience if I would send them away to 

a yeshiva.” The Chazon Ish reassured the senior Rav Edelstein that he was doing the right thing 

and urged him to continue learning with them at home until they were older. 

Thus began a relationship that would change the lives of the Edelstein brothers and indeed impact 

the Torah world for the next 75 years. 

In the early 1940s, upon the urging of the Chazon Ish, the brothers did leave home to attend a 

formal yeshiva. At that time, the premier yeshiva in Eretz Yisroel was the transplanted Yeshivas 

Lomza in Petach Tikvah. Rav Tzvi Yehudah exhorted his sons to “speak in learning” with the 

top bochurim there, and the brothers found themselves especially drawn to the illui from Grodna, 

the bochur Rav Shmuel Rozovsky. 

In 1944, when the Ponovezer Rov was ready to launch his new yeshiva in Bnai Brak, the Chazon 

Ish suggested that he recruit Rav Shmuel Rozovsky to be rosh yeshiva and that the Edelstein 

brothers accompany him to form the nucleus of the new yeshiva. Indeed, the Edelsteins were 

among the first six intrepid bochurim who established Yeshivas Ponovezhh. 

The story is told that Rav Shmuel Rozovsky met the Brisker Rov and reported on the opening of 

the new yeshiva. In that terrible period in the history of the Jewish people, when all of Europe was 

still in flames, the yeshiva system in Eretz Yisroel was not yet developed and there were 

few bochurim truly on the advanced level that would suggest the need for a new yeshiva gedolah. 

“For whom did you make this yeshivah?” the Brisker Rov asked Rav Shmuel. His response was 

to put Rav Yaakov Edelstein on a bus to Yerushalayim, where he spoke in learning with the 

Brisker Rov, who was so pleased that he sent a message to Rav Shmuel saying, “Now I 

understand.” Rav Yaakov would go on to return many times to the home of the Brisker Rov, with 

whom he established a close relationship, becoming known as one of the Rov’s few confidants. 

Rav Yaakov would go on to form a close bond as well with the Ponovezer Rov and Rav Shmuel 

Rozovsky and later with the legendary mashgiach, Rav Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler. While Rav 

Yaakov was in Ponovezh, he maintained private sedorim with the Chazon Ish and spent long 

hours talking in learning with the Steipler Gaon. It was a glorious period of growth that was marred 

only by the untimely petirah of Rav Tzvi Yehudah Edelstein shortly before Rav Yaakov’s marriage 

to a daughter of Rav Mordechai Shmuel Kroll, mara d’asra of Kfar Chasidim. 

The year was 1950 and the young Rav Yaakov had been offered by the Ponovezer Rov to join 

the faculty of Ponovezhh after his chasunah as a maggid shiur, but the Chazon Ish held that he 



should assume his father’s position in Ramat Hasharon. The matter was decided at 

the chasunah itself, as the Chazon Ish gave Rav Yaakov a copy of his sefer as a wedding gift and 

urged him to read the inscription. It was to “Hagaon Harav Yaakov Edelstein, Mara D’asra of 

Ramat Hasharon.” The question had been settled. Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer penned a 

glowing semichah and sent it to Rav Yaakov in acknowledgement of his new status as a rov. 

The Chazon Ish had agreed with the Ponovezer Rov that Rav Yaakov should serve as a maggid 

shiur for bochurim, so, at the same time that he crowned Rav Yaakov as rov of Ramat Hasharon, 

the Chazon Ish donated the seed money for the establishment of Yeshivas Hasharon, where Rav 

Yaakov would serve as rosh yeshiva for thirty years. 

In the mid-1950s, after the passing of the Chazon Ish, Rav Yaakov lamented to a friend that he 

missed the Chazon Ish terribly and that he was able to discuss with him everything in his life. The 

friend suggested that Rav Yaakov meet the renowned “Sandler,” Rav Moshe Yaakov Rabikoff zt”l, 

the reclusive Tel Aviv shoemaker said to be the greatest living talmid of the famed Leshem, 

the mekubal Rav Shlomo Elyashiv zt”l, grandfather of Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv zt”l. 

The Chazon Ish had reportedly traveled to Tel Aviv twice and spent long periods of time closeted 

with the Sandler, who he revered as a true tzaddik and gadol of Kabbolah and Toras Hanistar. 

It is unclear if the Sandler had more than six or seven talmidim. What is known is that Rav Yaakov 

Edelstein became his talmid muvhak. Rav Yaakov spent countless hours in the company of 

the Sandler, imbibing the secrets of Kabbolah and absorbing his methodology, which has become 

a source of guidance to bnei Torah. 

Renowned for his spectacular memory and total recall of piskei halachah, Rav Yaakov joined his 

close friend, Rav Nissim Karelitz, as a senior dayan on the bais din Rav Nissim established, a 

partnership that would go on to last nearly 60 years. 

As more and more alumni of Ponovezh settled in Bnei Brak, a central bais medrash was 

established in northern Bnei Brak, the area extending from the famed Itzkowitz shul in the center 

of town and out toward Rechov Jabotinsky. Rav Yaakov was asked to serve as the rov and acted 

as a guide and a mentor to the younger rabbonim who live full-time in the area. Kehillas Naos 

Yosef, in memory of the Ponovezher Rov, now numbers close to a thousand families and Rav 

Yaakov spent much of his weekday schedule and one Shabbos a month in Bnei Brak tending to 

his flock. 

Rav Yaakov eschewed involvement in klal activities that required his joining a political party or 

even to just sign on the kol korehs routinely signed by the leading gedolei Torah. Instead, Rav 

Yaakov enjoyed the solitude of quiet Ramat Hasharon and the fact that his relative anonymity 

allowed him to spend time with the many people who come to him for a brachah and guidance. 

His entire demeanor bespoke a tranquility that could not be compromised. Indeed, Rav Yaakov 

used this remarkable character trait to help him transform Ramat Hasharon from a mostly secular 

city to a bastion of baalei teshuvah. Rav Yaakov remembered every resident by first name, and 

as he made his way down the street, he was regularly stopped by as-yet secular passersby who 

wished to greet their beloved rov and bask in his warmth and good cheer. Even on those 

occasions when Rav Yaakov was told of a store open on Shabbos and felt the need to confront 

the proprietor, the latter invariably closed his shop for every Shabbos thereafter just to please 

the tzaddik who had spoken to him with such brotherly concern and love. 

Rav Yaakov’s passing severs yet another link to the Torah world of old, leaving Klal Yisroel with 

a gaping void that cannot be filled. Yehi zichro boruch. (Matzav.com/ Rav Yosef Karmel, Lev L’Achim) 



 

 

 

Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Mishpatim/ Shekolim/“Mochor Chodesh” –  

29 Shvat, Erev Rosh Chodesh Adar Rishon 

Rav Chananya Yom Tov Lipa Teitelbaum (1836-1904), author of Kedushas Yom Tov. Born in 

Stropkov, Slovakia, to Rav Yekusiel Yehuda Teitelbaum (author of Yital Lev), who was a grandson 

of Rav Moshe Teitelbaum, the Yismach Moshe. Rav Chananya’s primary teachers were Rav 

Chaim of Sanz and Rav Yitzchak Eizik of Ziditchov. At the age of 28, he became Rav of the small 

town of Tesh, a position he held for 19 years. After his father’s petira in 1883, he succeeded him 

in Sighet, Hungary. Rav Chananya had no children with his first wife, a marriage that lasted 14 

years. He remained childless for many years with his second wife as well, until Rav Chaim of 

Sanz gave him a bracha. Indeed, he had two sons, Rav Chaim Tzvi of Sighet, and Rav Yoel, the 

Rebbe of Satmar. By 1941, 10,144 Jews lived in Sighet, comprising 39% of the town. The town 

was liquidated via deportation to Auschwitz. But, the community lives on in America and Israel. 

 Rabbi Noson Tzvi Finkel, the Alter of Slobodka (1849-1927). He was a master at bringing out 

the potential of every individual, encouraging students to refine their 

character and become great in both scholarship and ethics. Many of his 

disciples, who studied at his famed Slobodka Yeshiva, became major 

leaders of 20th century Judaism -- Rabbis Yitzhak Hutner, Yaakov 

Kamenetzky, Aaron Kotler, Yaakov Yitzchok Ruderman, Yechezkel Sarna, 

and Elazar M. Shach. His own son, Eliezer Yehudah Finkel eventually 

became dean of the famed Mir Yeshiva, today located in Jerusalem and the 

largest yeshiva in the world with 5,000 students. 

 

Monday, Parshas Titzaveh- Adar 1, Rosh Chodesh Adar  

Rav Avraham Ibn Ezra (1089-1164), born in Tudela during the height of Spain’s Golden Age. 

There, he established a close friendship with Rav Yehuda Halevi. Three of his uncles were 

ministers in the royal palace. He moved to Toledo, during the benevolent rule of King Alfonso VI. 

After the Kinf died, however, the anti-semitic masses began to harass the Jews, so he headed 

south to Muslim Spain – to Granada, Cordova, and Lucena. In 1148, the barbaric Almohades 

overran Morocco and continued into Spain. He was forced to flee to Rome, Provence, and Rhodes 

(where he befriended Rabbeinu Tam and other grandsons of Rashi, as well as the Rosh). He 

traveled to Egypt and learned with the Rambam. He wrote a commentary on the Torah and Navi, 

based in large part on Hebrew grammar. He also wrote dozens of books on astronomy, astrology, 

and mathematics. 

 

The Shac”h (1663)-Rabbi Shabtai HaKohen Katz, born in Vilna, in the year 5382 (1622). His 

father Rabbi Meir was Av Beth-Din (Head of the Jewish Court) in that city, and he was young 

Shabtai HaKohen's first teacher. At the age of twelve, Shabtai HaKohen was already fully versed 

in the vast Talmud and Talmudic literature. His father then sent him to the Yeshiva of the 

great Gaon Rabbi Joshua, author of the Pnei Yehoshua in Tiktin. Later, in the year 1639, he 

traveled together with his teacher to Cracow, Poland, where his teacher headed a great Yeshiva. 



Subsequently, he studied Torah under the Gaon Rabbi Heshel, and the Gaon Rabbi Naftoli Katz. 

Rabbi Shabtai then returned to Vilna, where he was welcomed as one of the leading Talmud 

scholars of his time. 

In Vilna Shabtai became the son-in-law of a famous scholar who was also a prominent 

businessman, Rabbi Benjamin Wolf Tauber, who was a son-in-law of the famed Maharshal and 

a grandson of the equally famous Remo. Rabbi Benjamin Wolf supported his illustrious son-in-

law with great honor. In spite of his young age, he was soon chosen as a member of the Beth 

Din of Vilna. 

Aside from his duties as a member of the Beth Din, Rabbi Shabtai HaKohen was able to devote 

all his time to the study of the Torah and the service of the Almighty, as he was well provided for. 

Day and night he spent in study and prayer, and writing his commentaries on his studies. During 

this period he compiled his gigantic work Sifsei Cohen, popularly known by its Hebrew initials 

"ShaCh," which are also the initials of his name. It is a very scholarly commentary on the Shulchan 

Aruch, Yoreh Deah. He published this work at the early age of 24! Eighteen great Torah scholars 

of that day gave their approval to this great work, and all of them were full of praise for this brilliant 

work of the young genius. 

In the same year that Rabbi Shabtai HaKohen published his work, an elderly "Torah-giant" 

published a brilliant commentary on the same section of the Shulchan Aruch. He was the famous 

Rabbi David ben Shmuel HaLevi, and he named his work Turei Zohov ("TaZ"). Because of the 

latter's fame and age, the TaZ was more readily recognized and acclaimed, and it somewhat 

overshadowed the work of the younger author. However, it did not take long before the ShaCh 

came to be regarded just as highly as the TaZ. Although much younger in age, Rabbi Shabtai 

HaKohen found many points in the work of his older contemporary with which he disagreed. 

Whereupon he wrote his arguments (Hasogos) in a work which he called Nekudos HaKesef. It 

should be noted that he chose this title for his work, not only because it came from the same verse 

in Shir HaShirim ( 1: 11 ) from where the older scholar drew the name of his work. More 

significantly, Rabbi Shabtai HaKohen showed thereby that he took a secondary place to that of 

the elder scholar. For, inasmuch as Turei Zohov means "rows of gold" and Nekudos 

HaKesef means "silver points," Rabbi Shabtai HaKohen, in his modesty, indicated that his Torah 

knowledge, in comparison to that of the elderly Gaon Rabbi David, was like silver compared to 

gold. 

Rabbi Shabtai HaKohen then began to write a commentary on another section of the Shulchan 

Aruch, the Choshen Mishpot. But at this point, the terrible national calamity, known in Jewish 

history as "Gzeros TaCh vTaT" (the Massacres of the years 5408-5409) struck the Jewish 

communities of Eastern Europe. In those years (1648-9) the Cossacks, under the leadership of 

Bogdan Chmelnicki, revolted against Poland and put to the sword and flame countless Jewish 

communities. Untold thousands of Jews (some historians estimate as many as 300,000) were 

butchered by the Cossacks during their bloody march through the Ukraine, Volhynia, Podolia, 

Poland proper and Lithuania. Although the revolt of the Cossacks was temporarily halted by peace 

negotiations, the Cossack attacks continued for more than ten years with undiminished savagery. 

The great city of Vilna also fell into the hands of the fanatical Cossacks. They ravaged the city 

and carried out a mass slaughter of the Jewish inhabitants, giving the Jews the choice of baptism 

(conversion to christianity) or death. A number of Jews managed to flee from Vilna and 



surrounding towns and villages. Among the Jews who had escaped was also Rabbi Shabtai 

HaKohen. It was on Thursday, the 24th of Tammuz, in the year 5415 (1655). Rabbi Shabtai 

HaKohen came to Lublin, but also here the bloodthirsty bands reached on the first day of Succos 

and massacred many Jews. The ShaCh once again managed to escape. He wandered a great 

deal until he finally arrived in Dresnitz, a town in Moravia, where he was appointed Rabbi. While 

there, he received a call to become the Rabbi of the Jewish community in Helishoi.  

Rabbi Shabtai HaKohen recorded the terrible events of those days in a work entitled Megilo 

Offo ("Flying Scroll"), which is an important historical document. 

In addition to the above mentioned works, Rabbi Shabtai HaKohen 

composed Selichos (penitential poems and prayers) for the 20th day of Sivan, which was 

proclaimed as an annual fast-day in memory of the destruction of the Jewish community of 

Nemerov, where ten thousand Jews were slaughtered by the savage Cossacks. 

Rabbi Shabtai HaKohen HaCohen also wrote Tokfo Cohen, Responsa, and other works. 

This brilliant Talmudist, whose works display an extraordinary wide and deep knowledge of all the 

Talmud and Rabbinic literature, died at the young age of 41, on Rosh Chodesh Adar Rishon, in 

the year 5423 (1663). 

Both the ShaCh and TaZ are now considered absolutely essential for the study of the Shulchan 

Aruch, a thorough knowledge of which is a basic requirement for Rabbbinic authority. Both these 

commentaries now appear together along-side the text of the Shulchan Aruch 

(as Rashi and Tosfos appear with the Gemoro). 

In one of the darkest and most tragic periods in Jewish history, the ShaCh enlightened the Jewish 

world with his Torah, and his light shines brightly to the present day. (R’ Nissen Mindel) 

 

Thursday, Parshas Terumah  - 4 Adar 

 “R’ Leib Sarah’s” (1791) - From the great Tzadikim, Ba’alei Mofes and Ovdei Hashem of his 

time. He was known as the one tasked with looking after the daily needs of the Lamed-vov Hidden 

Tzadikim. (Who does that today?)  

 

Rav Avraham Blumenkrantz (1944-2007). Born in Palestine four years before the founding of 

the state of Israel, Reb Avraham and his family were abroad at the outset of 

the War of Independence. In the early 1950s the family settled in Bogotá, 

Colombia. His father, Rav Chaim Menachem Bentzion, became chief rabbi. 

Reb Avraham came to New York as a teenager to study at Mesivta Tiferes 

Yerushalayim under Rav Moshe Feinstein, with whom Rabbi Blumenkrantz 

maintained a close relationship until Rabbi Feinstein's death in 1986. Under 

the guidance of Rav Moshe, Rav Avraham took positions at Staten Island 

and Brooklyn. He also became Rav in Far Rockaway. He also became well-

known for his Pesach guide. 
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