
There once lived a chasid who took great 
pains to ensure that his daughter married a 
Torah scholar of the highest caliber.  
True, most parents naturally desire only 
the best marriage partner for their 
children, but this individual was 
particularly consumed by the idea.  He 
traveled from city to city, combing 
through dozens of yeshivas, trying to find 
the perfect young man.  In one such 
yeshiva, the father finally found the right 
person, an assiduous scholar of sterling 
character. The father went to consult with 
the dean.  “He is our best,” concurred the 
dean.  “However, I must warn you -- thus 
far he has rejected every single marriage 
proposal.  If you succeed in persuading 
him, you’ll have found the best possible 
person for your daughter.” 

 
Not one to waste time, the father 
approached this particular student and 
praised his daughter to the heavens, 
extolling her virtuous character until the 
student agreed to meet her.  The two met 
and, to everyone’s surprise, agreed to 
marry.  The father’s happiness knew no 
bounds.  They set a date for the wedding 
and began the frenzied preparations for 
the happy event.  Once, during this time, 
the groom remarked to him, “I want you 
to know that I have older brothers.” 
However, the father was so busy 
arranging the upcoming wedding, he 
hardly paid attention to this particular 
remark. 

 
Shortly after the wedding, the young man 
died suddenly, leaving his wife in heavy 
grief.  Only now did her father recall the 
strange remark about other brothers.  
According to Jewish Law, his daughter 
could not remarry until one of these 
brothers either married her, or complied 
with the chalitzah process, which severed 
their ties to her.  The father now found 
himself in a real quandary; he had 
neglected to secure the names or 
addresses of these brothers. How was he 
to find them?   

 
The father traveled to the Tzemach 
Tzedek in Lubavitch and obtained a 
private audience with him. He entered the 
Rebbe's room with a grieving heart.  Was 
his daughter destined to remain a widow?  

  
 
 
 
 
 

(Menucha Yankelevitch www.menuchay.com) 

“Now you come?” the Rebbe rebuked 
him severely.  “You should have 
consulted with me before the engagement, 
not now! Anyway, it’s too late to change 
anything; go search in such-and-such 
city.” 

 
Off he went, but, to his amazement, found 
only gentiles living there.  His questions 
were met with ridicule and outright scorn. 
 “Jews? Here?" people laughed.  "There 
are no Jews in the entire area.”  However, 
being a staunch chasid, the father never 
entertained the slightest doubt regarding 
the Rebbe’s instructions.  He continued 
working his way through the city, 
questioning and asking information until 
finally a particular person drew his 
attention.  There was something about his 
face and something peculiar about his 
actions that suggested a Jewish 
background. “Are you Jewish?” the 
chasid boldly asked. 

 
“Stop bothering me!” the stranger roared. 
 “I’m not Jewish.  I don’t even know any 
Jews. No one here is Jewish.  Go away 
and leave me alone.”  The chasid would 
not be deterred.  He badgered the stranger 
with all sorts of questions, but no 
admission was forthcoming.  “I want 
you to know something,” the chasid 
finally said.  “My leader, the Tzemach 
Tzedek, sent me here.” 

 
“He did?”  The stranger suddenly 
turned deathly pale.  His manner 
became polite, almost docile.  “Yes, I 
am Jewish,” he said.  “How can I help 
you?”  The chasid quickly related his 
predicament to the stranger, who 
responded, “I can’t do anything for 
you,” he said. “You see, I have an older 

brother.  According to Jewish Law, he is 
the one who must release your daughter.” 
The stranger gave him the address of a 
different village and the distraught father 
took to the road once more.  Here again, 
the village turned out to be inhabited 
completely by gentiles, and it was only 
with great difficulty that the chasid 
located the person he needed.  The 
stranger, too, fiercely denied any 
relationship to Judaism or anything 
Jewish, and only after the chasid 
mentioned the name of his Rebbe did the 
stranger meekly acknowledge his identity. 
 After the chasid related his tale of woe, 
the stranger readily agreed to perform 
chalitzah.  The widow was brought to the 
village, they performed the ceremony, and 
she was free to remarry. 

 
Having brought the situation to a happy 
conclusion, the chasid made a special trip 
to Lubavitch to thank the Tzemach 
Tzedek for his invaluable assistance.  Said 
the Rebbe: “These three were tzaddikim 
of the highest degree.  Two of them chose 
certain surroundings to help them remain 
inconspicuous.  Because of your self-
sacrifice in choosing only the best Torah 
scholar for your daughter, you were 
granted the merit of seeing three hidden 
tzaddikim.”   
Selected by Yerachmiel Tilles from “The Third 
Judge” by Rabbi Elchonon Lesches.  
Yerachmiel Tilles is co-founder and 
publications director of Ascent-of-Safed. His 
mailing list subscriptions@ascentofsafed.com 
of over 1000 stories is now in its twentieth 
year. The first two of his 3-volume set of "Full 
Moon" chasidic stories is available for 
purchase at Ascent and on KabbalaOnline-
shop.com; through the publisher, Koren.  
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The Echo-Less Voice 
 

In this week's Torah portion, 
Vaetchanan, Moses describes the 
Revelation at Mount Sinai to the younger 
generation of Jews who were about to 
enter the Land of Israel. He describes the 
voice of G-d, saying: "A great voice, 
which did not continue." One of the 
explanations that the Midrash offers for 
this is that G-d's "voice" did not have an 
echo. 

 

The Midrash's explanation seems to 
present a few problems. How does the 
absence of an echo indicate greatness? If 
the voice was indeed strong, would it not 
have produced an echo? Furthermore, why 
did G-d perform such a miracle? Since 
miracles are not performed unnecessarily, 
why would G-d seemingly change the laws 
of nature just so that His voice would not 
produce an echo? 

 

Too Powerful for an Echo 

 

An echo is produced when sound waves 
hit an object. When the sound waves reach 
an obstacle they are bounced right back. 
The only condition necessary to produce 
an echo is that the object which deflects 
the sound waves must be strong and rigid. 

If the object is soft and yielding, the sound 
will just be absorbed and no echo will 
result. 

 

This physical phenomenon will explain 
why G-d's voice on Mount Sinai had no 
echo. When G-d said, "I am the L-rd your 
G-d," His voice was so overwhelmingly 
powerful that there was nothing strong 
enough to deflect the sound. G-d's voice 
actually penetrated the physical world. 
Every object in the world, from the 
inanimate to the higher forms of life, 
absorbed the G-dly voice and was affected 
by it. 

 

All Flesh will See 

 

The phenomenon of the Revelation at 
Sinai is akin to what will take place when 
Moshiach comes, which is described in 
these words: "And the Glory of G-d will be 
revealed, and all flesh will see." Even our 
very bodies will be able to perceive G-
dliness. So it was at the Revelation; all of 
physical reality absorbed the Revelation of 
the G-dly voice. 

 

This is why G-d's voice had no echo. 
This was no miracle, and the laws of 
nature were not at all abrogated. It is, 
indeed, in keeping with physical law that 
when a sound is absorbed, no echo is 

produced. And since the voice was totally 
integrated into physical reality, there was 
nothing which could bounce the sound 
back. Therefore, the absence of an echo 
shows the infinite strength of the voice, 
rather than the opposite. 

 

So too when Learning Torah 

 

This phenomenon did not occur only 
once in the history of the world. Whenever 
a Jew studies Torah, the holy voice of 
Torah penetrates the physical surroundings 
and elevates the world.  

 

Our Sages say that in the Messianic Era, 
"the very beams of the house will bear 
witness," for they have been absorbing all 
the holiness produced when a person 
learns Torah in his home. 

 

The power of Torah is such that nothing 
can stand in its way. The world was 
created in such a manner as to enable the 
continuing voice of Revelation to penetrate 
the corporeal world even today. 

 
Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe ; Shabbos Table; From 

our Sages and Moshiach Now reprinted 

from www.LchaimWeekly.org - LYO / 

NYC) 

You shall not add to that which I have 
commanded you nor shall you subtract 
from it, to observe the command of G-d 
(Deuteronomy 4:2)  

The Torah is called the "prescription of 
life"-a medicine able to purify those who 
take it. That is why we are warned not to 
add and not to subtract from the Torah's 
words. A prescription drug is a precise 
mixture of various substances, and chang-
ing the proportions can have toxic effects.  
 
So, too, are the commandments of the 
Torah given in the exact and correct pro-
portions, and to change even a word has a 
deleterious effect. 
 

(Rabbi Yonatan Eibeshutz) 

The purpose of the "Enlightenment" was 
to reform the Torah and mitzvot. One of 
the proponents of that approach once sug-
gested to Rabbi Azriel Hildesheimer that 
it was necessary to change certain de-
tailed practices to make the observance of 
the commandments easier.   
                                                              
Rabbi Hidesheimer replied "That is the 

meaning of the [above-mentioned] verse. 
Even when your purpose is to observe the 
command of G-d, you still may not sub-
tract."  
 

"In the heavens above and on the earth 
below" (Deut. 4:39) 

When contemplating one's heavenly or 
spiritual condition one should look 
"above" to those who have attained a 
higher level; one can never be satisfied. 
However in "earthly" matters of wealth 
and so on, one should look "below," to 
the less fortunate, and be thankful for the 
blessings one has. 

 (The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

I stand between you and G-d (Deut. 5:5) 

While this verse in Torah is a direct quote 
from Moses, the early Chasidim used to 
interpret it allegorically as follows: It is 
the "I" - man's ego and sense of self - that 
erects the barrier that separates him from 
G-d... 

 

 

Seize Free Time 

Reb Mendel Horowitz of Baltimore, 
MD relates: On mivtzoyim in Paris on 
Rue Kade Street in 5736 (1976), I met 
an elderly man by the name of Mr. Bin-
yomin Miller sitting outside the Adas 
Yereim shul. He called me over, and 
related the following:  

“I encountered the Rebbe during his stay 
in Paris, and I told him my name. The 
Rebbe told me, ‘Binyomin is the name 
of Klal Yisroel. The possuk says 
“Binyomin ze’ev yitrof,” which means 
that Binyomin shall pounce and devour 
his prey. A Yid must pounce on his free 
time, and seize it for learning.  

“‘If you have time for a blat Gemara: 
good. If not, learn a perek mishnayos or 
at least a parsha Chumash. If that is also 
not possible, recite a kapitel Tehilim. 
But the time must be seized!’”  

Mr. Miller concluded his story on a per-
sonal note. “The Rebbe’s words vital-
ized me. Indeed, the order he said accu-
rately describes my life story: I used to 
be able to learn Gemara, I moved to 
mishnayos, and later to Chumash. Now, 
with my poor eyesight, I simply recite 
Tehillim by heart.”  



 

Feeling Proud 

Pride is usually a negative trait, but when it concerns the service 
of HaShem, it is praiseworthy. One should be proud of his 
achievements and aspire to further heights.  

Chazal say that one should thank HaShem for placing him 
amongst those who study Torah, and King Yehoshafat is praised 
for taking pride in the ways of HaShem. This kind of pride does 
not detract from humility; rather, it makes a person be happy with 
good virtues, while enjoying and caring for the honor of his peers. 

 This pride also helps one stand strong in face of wrongdoings and 
evildoers. In such circumstances, a person should act proudly 
even if he will be suspected of arrogance. However, in material 
matters, he should concede to others, beyond the letter of the law.  

In this spirit, the Baal Shem Tov taught that Yidden should use 
their pride for Torah matters and their humility for worldly mat-
ters.   

The Rebbe often emphasized that the way a Yid gains respect in 
the eyes of others is by showing unwavering commitment to his 
standards. There have been people who thought that by bending 
their standards they would be accepted and well liked, but the 
outcome was the opposite. When others saw that a Yid felt inferi-
or, they treated him as such.  

The Rebbe pointed out that this message may be learned from the 
words of the meraglim: “We were like grasshoppers in our own 
eyes, and so” – that is, and therefore – “we were like that in their 
eyes,” in the eyes of the goyim.  

Standing Tall  

Once, while standing before Izgadar, the King of Persia, the amo-
ra Huna bar Nassan was wearing his gartl too high. Noticing this, 
the king reached over, personally moved it to its place, and said, 
“You belong to a royal and holy nation, so you must look regal.”  

When Huna bar Nassan shared this story with Ameimar, he re-
plied, “With you, a possuk was fulfilled: ‘Kings will be your serv-
ants.’”  

The Rebbe notes that when a Yid stands confidently with the To-
rah and is not fazed by the non-Jews around him, even kings will 
come to his aid.  

The amora Rav Yehuda and Batti bar Tuvi were once sitting be-
fore the Persian king Shvor Malka, when a fruit was brought be-
fore them. The king took an unkosher knife and cut a slice for 
Batti. He then stabbed the knife in hard earth to kasher it, and cut 
another slice for Rav Yehuda. Surprised that the king didn’t do so 
for him, Batti asked the king, “Am I not a Yid?!” The king re-
sponded, “With Rav Yehuda, I am sure that he will not eat it, no 
matter what the consequence may be. You will eat it, out of fear 
of me.”  

From here we see, says the Rebbe, that when a goy sees how a 
Yid is firm in his observance of mitzvos, he considers it an honor 
to personally serve the Yid with his needs.  

The Rebbe once told someone at yechidus: “The fact that many 
rabbis in America don’t have beards, and that Yidden flee from a 
community when goyim move nearby, and that land in Eretz Yis-
roel is being given away, – these are all rooted in the same prob-
lem: the inferiority complex the Yidden have with regard to goy-
im. If only Yiddishe pride would be strong, all these issues would 
be resolved.”  

A Yiddisher store-owner in Crown Heights noticed that when the 
Rebbe walked by his store daily, he greeted his goyisher neighbor 
with a few words, whereas to him the Rebbe would simply nod 
his head. When he asked the Rebbe about this, the Rebbe respond-
ed, “I never bow my head to a goy.”  

No Need to Impress  

During the era of the communist regime, a group of American 
Rabbis traveled to Russia, to bring encouragement and support to 
Yidden living there. Arriving in Moscow, the delegates met the 
locals and prided themselves on their worldliness, such as their 
ability to play ball, and so on. The Russian Yidden were not im-
pressed: “We have soccer players here as well, and for that, we do 
not need a delegation from America.”  

Two years later, a group of Yidden from Eretz Yisroel traveled 
there, on a similar mission. They were dressed in the modern fash-
ion, trying not to appear too Jewish, and boasted of their sports 
and drama. The Russian Yidden were shocked: “We are here, with 
mesirus nefesh to observe Torah and mitzvos – and the Yidden in 
Eretz HaKodesh are investing their efforts in worldly culture?!” 
They then went their way, uninspired and in fact discouraged.  

In a letter to a member of the second group, the Rebbe laments the 
lack of Yiddishe pride amongst the youth: “It is imperative that 
the youth walk the streets noticeably as Yidden, so that they are 
clearly recognized as being frum. When questioned how they 
spend their time, the obvious response should be, ‘With learning 
Torah and keeping mitzvos, and a little work on the side to earn a 
parnasa.’ Their energy should be devoted towards that which is 
unique to Yidden, and not the kinds of things that goyim are also 
excited about.”   

The above article, Halacha Corner and short story on page 2 

reprinted from The Weekly Farbrengen by Merkaz Anash, online 

at TheWeeklyFarbrengen.com 

 

Spiritual Leaders of Proceeding Ages 

When Moshiach comes, what will be the role of all the revived 
spiritual leaders of the preceding ages who, beginning with Mo-
ses, had successively headed their respective generations as the 
leader? 

Moshiach will not cause them to slip from their respective spir-
itual rungs; on the contrary, his coming will upgrade the spiritu-
al status of all things and all people, including these leaders.  
Thus, Moses will come to the Land of Israel at the head of the 
generation of the wilderness.  (the Rebbe) 



  

High School Chassidus 
 
Chabad educators are excited about 
a soon to be released study course 
for high schools. "Yahadus in My 
Life" brings Chassidus to teenagers, 
connecting lessons from special 
days on the calendar to teenagers' 
lives.  The course, developed by 

teacher Bassie Mishulovin over the 
past 2 years, was presented and test-
ed at Ohel Chana HIgh School for 
Chabad girls in in Los Angeles, Cal-
ifornia.  Using discussion points, 
worksheets and assignments, it chal-
lenges students to reach their own 
perspectives and teaches the Chas-
sidic perspective on life as the stu-
dents learn about Yomim Tovim 
and special days in the Chassidic 
calendar. 
 
"During the first year, I spent many 
hours researching and preparing 
worksheets and materials for each 
lesson," says Mishulovin. "I spoke 
with several educators who said that 
other teachers would love to have 

my lessons all prepared for them, 
and the idea went from there."  
Mentored by Mrs. Devorie 

Kreiman and Mrs. Doonie Mishu-

lovin, Ms. Mishulovin refined the 
course of study over a second year 
of teaching to be ready for publica-
tion. 
 

Chaya Paltiel, a tenth-grade stu-
dent at the school, says the course 
created an excitement to learn Chas-
sidus. "The lessons I learned are 
ones that I can apply to my life and 
guide me through it. Chassidus is so 
important to my personal life."  Her 
classmate, Chaya Solika Garbose, 
said the course made her "realize 
that everyday problems are directly 
related to the Chassidic concepts we 
learn in class. This turns learning 
Chassidus into an experience of 
discovery on how the concepts are 
attainable and relevant in our lives." 
 
This comprehensive course covers 
key Chassidic concepts and provides 
a teacher's guide, student work-
sheets, and tests. It lists sources so 
teachers can easily access valuable 
and relevant materials.   
 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson, a Chassidus 
scholar, bestselling author and Dean 
of the Meaningful Life Center in 
New York, praised it as well. "Ms. 
Mishulovin's Yahadus In My Life 
course fills a tremendous void for 
our youth: relevant, inspiring and 
practical Chassidus. Kol Hakavod."  
For more information, email yaha-
dusinmylife@gmail.com.  Reprinted 
from Collive 

Question:     I have had this confusion for 
some time.  It seems like in Chabad there 
are different focuses.  There is a big empha-
sis on mivtzoim (outreach).  Yet, there is an 
emphasis on spending a lot of time learning 
Torah and davening.  Thus, I am never quite 
clear where to focus my efforts.                

Answer:   Rav Chaim Shalom Deitsch, 
Rosh Kollel of the Tzemach Tzedek in the 
Old City of Jerusalem, told a story of a simi-
lar situation.  He was once leading a far-
brengen wherein the discussion was about 
learning the Chassidus of the Alter Rebbe 
(the Baal HaTanya) and the importance of 
sincere prayer.  A person stood up and ex-
claimed, “who has time for learning Likutei 
Torah (a well know Chassidic text of the 
Alter Rebbe) and praying at length.  There is 
too much to do with mivtzoim.”  Rav De-
itsch responded that the two are not contra-
dictory.  If you want to have a positive ef-
fect on somebody else, you have to learn 
Chassidus and daven with sincere intent.    

As it is written in HaYom Yom for the 23rd 
of Iyar:  "the beginning of one's yerida 
(decline), r'l, is the lack of sincere prayer. 
Everything becomes dry and cold. Even a 
mitzva performed by habit becomes burden-
some. Everything is rushed. One loses the 
sense of pleasure in Torah study. The atmos-
phere itself becomes crass. Needless to say, 
one is totally incapable of influencing oth-
ers." By learning Chassidus one’s prayer 
becomes more sincere and meaningful. As a 
result, one will influence others more effec-
tively.  In addition, farbrengens are im-
portant.  The Previous Lubavitcher Rebbe 
explains in Likutei Diburim that a building 
will not stand only because of the many 
bricks, there must also be moist mortar to 
hold the bricks together.  The moisture that 
binds us together, that leads to unity among 
Jews, springs from the comradery of a Chas-
sidic farbrengen and from “avoda she-
balev” (Divine service that takes place in the 
heart ) – prayer.     

In regards mivttzoim the Rebbe said that I 
“request and urge every single member of 
the Jewish nation to do each of the mivtzoim 
to the best of his ability – because this is the 
need of the hour.”  The Rebbe considered it 
to be pikuach nefesh, a matter of life and 
death.  He said that mivtzoim is a “spiritual 
rescue of the soul.”  In addition, the Rebbe 
also explained that by doing mivtzoim, a 
person will gain immensely in their own 
avodas Hashem. 

Thus, our learning, davening and far-
brengens will make our mivtzoim more ef-
fective, and vice versa.  They do not contra-
dict, but complement each other.             
Practically, the Rebbe said that everyone 
should have a mashpia, a spiritual advisor.  
By consulting a mashpia on a regular basis 
he will be able to advise and guide you as to 
the approach that is best suited for your spe-
cific life and circumstances.                 
Aharon Schmidt, marriage & individual coach-

ing; 052-524-6528                                                                      

coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com 

Halacha Corner –  Overcharged: I got locked out of my 

car and called a locksmith. Knowing that I was desperate to get it 
open, he demanded an exorbitant fee and I agreed. Must I pay it?  
 
Halacha lists certain circumstances where a person who is desperate may 
claim that he wasn’t serious about his commitment and is not obligated to 
pay. The Gemara gives an example of one who is escaping attackers and 
agrees to an unreasonable toll for crossing the bridge, and he need only 
pay the regular toll. Similarly, if a seller demands a high price for a medi-
cine from one desperate patient, the patient need only to pay the standard 
price.  If a laborer quotes the going rate for a certain professional job (or 
up to a sixth more), and one tells the laborer to go ahead, one becomes 
obligated to pay the fee in full. If the timing or conditions are irregular (i.e. 
late night or poor weather), it is acceptable to charge extra.  However, if 
the laborer is charging extra simply because he knows that the person is 
desperate and will pay more, the person can commit to pay, and then after-
wards say that he wasn’t serious about paying that unreasonable amount 
(meshateh hayisi bach).   
If one disrupted the laborer from some other profitable activity in which he 
was engaged, one must pay the larger fee.  Some say that the laborer can 
charge the maximum profit he could have possibly earned from whatever 
he was doing, while others write that whatever amount one agrees to must 
be paid, no matter how unreasonable. In practice, one can only be obligat-
ed to pay the lesser amount (kim li). Once one paid the larger amount, he 
cannot request that the extra money be returned to him, since if he hadn’t 
been serious, why did he pay?  By Rabbi Chaim Hillel Raskin , Rov - Kfar 
Chabad Beis 

Cooking Tip of the Week  

One of our regular guests is known 
for his desserts. His halva cookies 

are never left over. Mix 200-250 
grams of halva with one extra large 

egg, one egg yolk and 2/3 cup choc-
olate chips. Heat oven to 180 de-

grees Celsius. Cover cookie pan 
with baking paper and bake till 

golden. Cool and take off paper. 
Alizah Hochstead, 
alizahh@hotmail.com  


