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The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

 כתיבה וחתימה טובה and גוט שבת
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 ֵמֹחֵטב ֵעֶציָך ַעד ֹׁשֵאב ֵמיֶמיָך      [29:10]
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ֶכם  [29:9] ִבים ַהּיֹום כֻּלְּ  ַאֶתם ִנצָּ

 
 
 
 

 פרשת נצבים 
 ה'תשע''ו

 

 

... from the one who chops your wood to the one who draws your water 
Rashi quotes the Medrash Tanchumo which relates how some Canaanites 
approached Moshe with an intention to convert.  Moshe assigned them to the roles 
of being wood choppers and water carriers.  My holy ancestor, the Rebbe Reb 
Pinchas, in his seminal commentary on the Chumash, Ponim Yofos, assumes that 
the Medrash means that these people were first converted and then appointed to 
these specific tasks.  He points out that this raises an obvious difficulty because we 
know that bris miloh was not performed in the midbar (desert), due to the absence 
of the north wind, which created a danger to life [the Gemoro explains why this was 
the case].  If so, how were these Canaanim converted without undergoing a bris?  
The Ponim Yofos argues that actually the absence of the north wind only created a 
potential danger.  In such a case of sofek pikuach nefesh (doubtful life-
endangerment) we apply the argument that we should violate one Shabbos so that 
the person in danger should be able to keep many more in the future.  However, 
that only applies to someone obligated to keep Shabbos, not to a non-Jew.  In this 
case, therefore, the Canaanites needed to decide for themselves if they wished to 
proceed with the circumcision, despite the attendant risks.  One can deduce that 
those who did so were rewarded with the assignment to chop wood for use on the 
altar, whilst those who did not convert fully were allowed to remain and appointed 
as water carriers.  This distinction is implied through the expression of "from the 
wood chopper to the water drawer", which signifies that these two functions were 
at opposite ends of a continuum to each other. 
 

 

You are standing today, all of you 

The Ba'al Haturim remarks that the verb נצבים is the same as that used at Har Sinai, ויתיצבו בתחתית ההר [Shemos 19:17].  Rav 

Shlomo Yosef Zevin discusses the connection, with an eye to Rosh Hashono. He explains, by reference to the distinction 

between the physical and the spiritual, that a person may be standing, geographically on a high peak, but may nonetheless 

be very low in his spiritual level.  Conversely, one may be standing deep in a valley and yet be on a high spiritual plane.  This 

latter idea is exemplified by the experience of Bnei Yisroel when receiving the Torah as the possuk describes them standing 

under the mountain.  This did not prevent them achieving the loftiest level of spirituality.  So it is in life; worldly success can 

sometimes lead one to forget that Hashem is the source of all blessing, as the possuk in Ha'azinu [32:15] reminds us when it 

describes the impact of prosperity on the Jewish People.  Even when one reaches a high level of spirituality, one must …page 2 



 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

Whilst our minds are understandably (or ought to 

be) focussed on the fast approaching Yomtov of 

Rosh Hashono, we are in danger of overlooking the 

fact that there are yet many mitzvoh opportunities 

available to us this year. Shabbos itself offers a 

number that we will perform for the final time in 5775. 

An eitsah (piece of good advice) once heard in the 

name of a wise man suggests that before performing 

each mitzvoh on this last Shabbos of the year, one 

should remind oneself of that mitzvoh’s special time-

related status in order to elevate one’s kavonoh 

(concentration) and enhance the overall 

performance of the mitzvoh.  Such qualitatively 

better mitzvos will surely stand us in good 

stead when we face the Beis Din shel 

Ma’aloh (the Heavenly Court) in the 

coming days. 
 

Mimini Michoel 

 
 

That we must fulfil all the words of this Torah 

There are many classic explanations of this possuk.  An 

interpretation with real ge'shmack (of particular quality) 

comes from the sefer P'nei Hador.  Chazal, in the Medrash 

[Devorim Rabbo 6:2], tell us that the Torah reveals the 

reward for only two mitzvos, one of them major and one of 

them minor.   The mitzvos are kibud ov vo'eim (honouring 

one's parents) and shiluach haken (sending away the mother 

bird from the nest before taking her eggs or hatchlings).  For 

both mitzvos, the reward is described in terms of long life 

[exactly what this refers to is a matter of some debate that 

need not concern us for the purposes of this vort].  With this 

background in mind, we can now reinterpret the full 

possuk:  "The hidden information" (the nature of the reward 

for any mitzvoh) "is known only to Hashem, but the revealed 

ones" (the two mitzvos for which reward is explicitly 

mentioned) "are for us" (to send away the mother bird) "and 

for our children forever" (to respect their parents).  Given 

that the reward is described in comparable terms and the 

Medrash refers to the mitzvos being one major and one 

minor, we learn the valuable lesson that we should "fulfil all 

the words of this Torah" (for we cannot know what the 

reward is for any mitzvoh). On this last Shabbos of the year, 

let us take this message to heart in our resolve to seize every 

mitzvoh opportunity that Hashem graciously places before 

us.  

 

… guard against developing arrogance or pride, which 
could lead to one's downfall.  Reaching a low level of 

spirituality can itself be a spur to teshuvo and aid a 
person in reaching the positive spiritual heights.  The 

Gemoro in Maseches Rosh Hashono [26b] debates the 

shape of the shofar - should it be bent or straight?  One 

opinion holds that the more bent a person feels, the 
better it is for him on this holy day.  The alternative 

opinion is that, on the contrary, one should feel exalted 
on this Yomtov.   Rav Zevin suggests that there is actually 
no contradiction.  All agree that in the approach to Rosh 

Hashono a person should review his activities during the 
previous year and make an honest assessment of where 

he could have done better and achieved more.  Thus, he 

enters the New Year "bent" through being remorseful.  
However, he should proceed with confidence towards a 

more positive year, with firm resolutions as to how he 

will indeed rise to higher spiritual levels.  The unresolved 
question is only whether the shape of the shofar should 

symbolise the point of entry to the New Year or its more 

elevated goal.  Ultimately, the Baal Haturim conveys the 

key message, on the threshold of Rosh Hashono, that we 

must not squander the benefits of the special period we 
enjoy of heightened closeness to Hashem.  Rather, we 

must aim, through proper introspection during the 
aseres yemei teshuvo, to reach and maintain a more 

elevated level in our spirituality throughout the coming 

year. 

Continued from page 1 

ה ַהּזֹאת  [29:28] ֵרי ַהתֹורָּ ל־ִּדבְּ  ַלֲעׂשֹות ֶאת־כָּ
 
 

 

 

 


