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 פרשת דברים 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah 
and our dear daughter, Chaviva. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל
 
 

   

  ”These are the words that Moshe spoke to all Israel“  )א, א("ישראלהדברים אשר דבר משה אל כל  האל"
 Before Moshe merited receiving Torah, he said, “I am not a man of words.”1  Once he merited Torah, his tongue was healed and he began to speak words of Torah, as this pasuk says.2  

 Very Amazing Weeping בכיה נפלאה מאד 
 There is unfounded weeping, like the Jewish people crying when they did not want to enter Eretz Yisroel after hearing the words of the spies.  There is weeping for generations, which is a punishment we received for that unfounded wailing.  However, in absolute truth, it is not a punishment – it is a very amazing weeping.  It is something astounding – like all of Hashem’s incredible ways.  After so many years, we still yearn and long, we still cry – we will definitely merit.  Crying for generations gives us strength.  It connects us to eternal matters in place of connecting us to the banalities of this world.  “All those who mourn for Yerushalayim, will merit witnessing her joy.”3  After thousands of years, a Jew is capable of mourning and lamenting over Yerushalayim, showing that Yerushalayim is not dead in his heart.  Here, there is no place for the statement, “And upon the deceased [a decree] that he be forgotten from the hearts [of the mourners].”4  The purpose of 
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that statement is for a person to be able to continue his life after a loss – for orphans, widows and the bereaved.  When we discuss Yerushalayim, it is never forgotten from our hearts and, for that alone, we deserve to be happy – not just in the future, right now.  There are many crises in life – i.e. problems with our finances, housing, educating our children, marital issues, and many other troubles.  This is true in every Jewish home.  Every moment contains predicaments, challenges, suffering.  “All her pursuers overtook (reach) her between the boundaries (crises).”5  There are also achievements (reaches) – it is not only crises.  All of the straits are vessels to attain G-dliness.  Every crisis is an amazing tool to reach Hashem.  The more difficult and more dire – the higher we can achieve.  Suddenly, we feel that Hashem is so close to us.  We feel like Hashem is holding our hand.  Hashem never abandons us.  It is so difficult – but Hashem is with us in the difficulty.  The worst crisis is routine and rote – acting without excitement or feeling, without truly feeling Hashem.  The most painful thing for a Jew is being distant from Hashem, separated from the source of life.  
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There is no Jew for whom this is not painful.  The crying on Tisha B’Av is a crying of longing for Hashem to be with us, to be finally connected to Him.  For if not, we connect to other things.  We cry for our souls that have fallen to low places.  The soul is hewn from the Throne of Glory and is imprisoned in a body with such illicit desires, with such lowly cravings.  Is there a more precious weeping?  Our entire lives are war.  One moment we feel Hashem and a moment later the body overpowers - just like happened to the Jewish people, who, after the tremendous spiritual elevation of the Giving of the Torah, fell into the episode of the Golden Calf because they wanted to permit adultery.  If a person does not work to nullify the yetzer hora, it will not leave him alone.  A person knows that he has a yetzer hora for anger, for eating improperly, for speaking loshon hora.  It is incumbent upon him to daven – for every matter of holiness, over everything that distances and separates him from Hashem.  This is especially true for guarding our eyes for that is where the yetzer hora is strongest.  Prayers from the depths of our hearts – with all of our might, like a person fighting for his life.  We are not alone.  There is a path; there is a direction.  We know that, with tefillos – we can triumph.  Remember: just as a Jew wants Hashem – so, Hashem wants the Jew.  Just as a Jew loves Hashem – so Hashem loves the Jew.  Even more.  
  .How has it remained so lonely – איכה ישבה בדד
 ,where are You“ – ַאֶיָּכה can be pronounced איכה
Father.”  How can I continue through life without feeling You?  איכה is not a cry of defiance – it is a 
cry of searching.  It is the eternal scream of a Jew who wants flavor in his life, meaning in life, light in life.  Where are You, Father?  Where can I find You?  The answer is in the next words of the pasuk: “remained so lonely.”  Sit alone, do hisbodedus – that is how we create a personal bond with Hashem, a warm, simple, healthy and natural bond.  When things are not going well for a Jew, it is only because he does 

not feel Hashem.  A person thinks his has some specific problem, but his only problem is that Hashem is not found in his heart.  If a person feels badly it is because he has abandoned Hashem, even if only slightly.  Our job is to remember Hashem constantly, to protect our connection.  Only that can fulfill our soul, only that can bring us joy.  Any other type of joy can only be real if it is connected to our bond with Hashem.  If it is disconnected, we may experience some pleasure, it may feel like fun, it may feel good – but eventually it will leave us with a feeling of emptiness.  Anything that we do that is not related to our bond with Hashem or our service of Hashem conceals the light of Hashem.  The Jewish soul yearns to be free of the straits of the body, from the confines of physical matter – it wants entirely different things – it wants the infinite.  How can it attain the infinite?  Through unconditional love.  There are Jews whose love and concern for every Jew is boundless.  R’ Yechiel Meir of Gustinin zy”a was renowned for his exceptional character traits and his extraordinary helping of others.  One very cold winter night, a wagon driver arrived in Gustinin in middle of the night.  The driver looked for lodging but there was no one in the streets to guide him.  From afar, he noticed a lit candle.  He knocked on the door and asked, “Can I come in?”  The Rebbe answered, “Of course” and brought his guest something to eat and drink.  Afterwards, the wagon driver wanted to leave.  The tzaddik asked, “Where are you going in this bitter cold?  Stay and sleep here.”  The driver declined saying he was afraid that someone might steal his horse and wagon.  The Rebbe promised to watch them.  The Rebbe prepared a bed and his guest went to sleep.  R’ Yechiel Meir stood outside in the freezing cold all night.  He did not put on the large fur hat that he normally wore because he did not want anyone to realize that it was the Rav standing outside.  He stood with a light cap and caught a cold that would plague him for the rest of his life.  In this week’s parsha, Moshe Rabbeinu recounts 
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all of the places in which the Jewish people angered Hashem – but he does so cautiously and softly.  Rashi says that he concealed his words in hints to protect the dignity of the Jewish people.  The main thing is never to embarrass anyone, to safeguard the honor of others.  די זהב hints 
to the ערבה  .עגל הזהב hints to the sin of serving 
Pe’or in ערבות מואב.  All of the painful incidents 
are cloaked in the names of places and sites through which the people traveled.  In this way, he gave them the benefit of the doubt – as if to say that the places caused the sins – you are good and amazing but the places that you went through caused you to sin.  You traveled through a merciless desert full of poisonous snakes and frightening scorpions and that is what caused you to be unable to withstand some of the challenges.6  Parshas Devarim always precedes Tisha B’Av, it is always read during the Three Weeks – days that require fortification of our love for other Jews, unconditional love.  The first Beis Hamikdash was destroyed because of the three cardinal sins: idolatry, adultery and murder.  The second Beis Hamikdash was destroyed because of baseless hatred that is equally as severe as the three cardinal sins.  Why has the second Beis Hamikdash been rebuilt yet?  Because we have not yet managed to eradicate this grave sin of baseless hatred.  We love Hashem so much.  It seems like our entire story of teshuva is just us and Hashem.  However, if we begin to clear some space for others, love them and say nice things to them, or at least have kind thoughts – suddenly, we feel an even stronger love for Hashem.  Love of Hashem and love of others are inexorably interconnected.  Love of other Jews is primarily drawing others close to Hashem.  We must reach out to people who have no connection to yiddishkeit.  When a person travels, 
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he has no idea how many Jews return in teshuva from merely seeing him - seeing a frum Jew with an illuminated countenance.  It opens their hearts, inspires them.  There may be one or two who make fun, insult – but thousands can be inspired to teshuva, those who wish they could be like you.  When they see a frum and holy Jew – their souls soar!  They want to cling to such a Jew.  So many people walk around with sour faces, fallen expressions, broken appearances – when they encounter a happy and frum person, it is like an angel from Heaven.  They want to do teshuva.  There are no wicked Jews.  Even if we see a completely wicked person – we must know that it is merely the husks that surround him that we are observing.  It is due to the great light that is buried within him.  In an instant, he can shed them and reveal his inner light.  These seemingly wicked immoral people contain the greatest light – that is why the husks fight them so severely and cling to them so much – to conceal that great light.  What was Moshe’s main rebuke to the Jewish people?  Over their ingratitude.  HKB”H did them so many favors, yet they constantly complained!  Everything could have been entirely different.  HKB”H could have taken them of Egypt without flattening their route, without killing all of the snakes and scorpions, without planting fruit-bearing trees during the Splitting of the Sea.  Everything that HKB”H did was out of His infinite desire to benefit them, sweeten their lives, pave the way.  And how did they react???  They turned to HKB”H with complaints, grievances, ingratitude.  They merited seeing so many miracles and wonders from the moment they left Egypt, yet they still sinned with the Golden Calf, with the Sin of the Spies, with Korach and his crew, with the waters, etc.  This week’s haftarah piercingly sums it up: “An ox knows his owner and a donkey his master’s trough; Israel does not know, My people does not perceive.”7 
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  Help me to never be far from You, to constantly feel Your Presence and Your closeness, to always have tears in my eyes when I think of You.  Help me so that the statement “Hashem, I love You” is always on my lips – over and over.  Help me never to want to stop thanking You, that this motion of raising my head to Heaven continue to be amazing in my eyes, that I never feel like I am lacking anything because I have You.  Help me be able to stand for Shemona Esrei for a long time, embracing You with no desire to separate myself, to always want to go somewhere secluded for my time with my Father – for that pleasantness, for that Gan Eden.  Help me so that every time that I remember You – to feel such joy and such longing.  Master of the World, I want to feel Your Presence constantly, without pause.  I need nothing more than that.  Master of the World!  Help me free myself from the constraints of my physical body, from material bounds.  Help me to touch the infinite – which You have already taught me means touching the souls of others, living a life of giving and chesed, of unconditional love.    Help me escape my limits and do for others, to not think of myself, to perform self-sacrifice so as to help others, to ease their burdens, to be happy for them and to bring them closer to You.    Help me be impressed by every Jew, to find amazing things in each one and, if possible, when I see things that are “less than amazing,” not to get angry or feel hurt – to think positively, to give the benefit of the doubt, to love despite everything.  Then, I am certain that everything will transform for the better.    Help me to thank profusely – for every little thing that is done for me.  Nothing should feel like it is owed to me.  I should be moved by every revelation of affection, friendship and desire to help me.  Help me, Father, to feel that they are all my brothers, that we are all Your children, that there is a small thread, hidden from sight, that connects all of our souls.  Despite all of the differences, distances, partitions and eccentricities – we are all Yours and You are all of ours.  

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. ©Dov Elias 5776.  (973)9-EMUNA-9                                            תשע"ו     ט' מנחם אב             – August 13, 2016 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 
 
 

The root and foundation of all evil in the world is ingratitude.  We forget all of the favors, miracles and wonders that HKB”H does for us constantly.  Thousands of kindnesses are done for us over the years – but we forget, we do not pay attention – as if everything is coming to us.  It is rare to find people who say the morning blessings with true feelings of gratitude.  Hashem draws us near Him, gives us the opportunity to do so many mitzvos.  Even the simplest Jew – such spiritual treasure awaits him after 120 years.  How can we remember to thank Hashem?  We must learn to thank others.  That is where it begins – through interpersonal relationships.  When we learn to thank at home, the Shechina rests in the home.  We receive so 

much at home: our wives do so much for our children and us.  How can we not say thank you?  Not once a day – tens of times each day.  Properly educating our children means teaching them to thank.  A well-taught child is one who thanks without being reminded.  Just as ingratitude is the root of evil – gratitude is the root of good.  Appreciativeness is such an amazing sentiment – it gladdens everyone.  A person does us a favor - we must constantly remind him of it and express our appreciation.  If we thank others – we will remember to thank HKB”H.  When we thank Hashem, when we lift our heads to Hashem, when we have emuna and bitachon in Hashem that only He can save us, when we cry to Hashem to heal us – we merit coming close to Him.        


