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T his week'sparashahbegins with
Shabbos. It says, øùà íéøáãä äìà

éòéáùä íåéáå äëàìî äùòú íéîé úùù ...'ã äåö
...ùã÷ íëì äéäé , "these are the things
that Hashem commanded… six days
you shall work, and on the seventh

day it should be holy…"

From the words íéøáãä äìà, the
gemara (Shabbos 97) derives that
there are thirty-ninemelachos(types
of work) which are forbidden on
Shabbos.äìà is gimatriya 36. íéøáã is
plural, thus adding another 2. Theä
at the beginning (ofíéøáãä) adds 1
more. Together, they equal 39,
indicating the thirty-nine types of
work that are forbidden to be done

on Shabbos.

Thirty-nine is gimatryia ì"è, (dew).
The Torah tells us that theman that
fell in the desert was covered and
packaged within dew. As Rashi
writes, (Shmos16:13) "Theìè (dew)
fell on the ground, theman fell over
it, and thenìè fell on top. It was like
the man was packaged in a box."

The holy sefarimtell us that we still
receiveman until today, only in the
desert it was packaged withinìè
(dew) and today it is packaged
within the è"ì (thirty-nine) types of
work that people do. The dailyman,
comes in a more physical form than
it was in the desert, and it is

concealed within the thirty-nine
forms of work.

As we know, theman didn’t fall on
Shabbos. Similarly, we don’t
perform the thirty-ninemelachoson
Shabbos. However, although
parnassahdoesn’t come on Shabbos,
Shabbos is thesource and theroot

of our parnassah.

The Chasam Sofer zt"l said that this
is alluded to in the passuk,íéîé úùù
ùã÷ íëì äéäé éòéáùä íåéáå äëàìî äùòú,
"six days you will do your work,
[but] the seventh day is holy…"
Everything comes from the seventh
day. We work during the week, but
parnassahcomes from the holiness

of Shabbos.

To receive the blessing of Shabbos,
we need peace. The very last words
of all the mishnayos states,
"Hakadosh Baruch Hu didn’t find a
utensil that can hold blessings for
the Jewish people, other than peace.
As it says, åîò úà êøáé 'ã ïúé åîòì æåò 'ã
íåìùá." Peace on Shabbos, therefore,
is essential; it is the utensil which
receives the blessings of our

parnassah.

The yetzer haraalso knows of the
potential of Shabbos, and therefore
he strives to get people angry
specifically on Shabbos. He wants to
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ruin their potential of getting their
parnassah.TorahWellsprings- Vayakhe l

The Chasam Sofer said that this is
alluded to in thepassuk, ùà åøòáú àì
úáùä íåéá íëéúáùî ìëá, "Don’t make
fire… on Shabbos." This means,
don’t get angry [raise fiery
arguments] on Shabbos so you can

receive the blessings of Shabbos.

The Gemara tells us, "There was a
couple who the Satan would incite to
fight every Friday evening. Reb
Meir came [to their home and this
prevented them from fighting] for
three weeks, and thus, he helped
them establish peace. He heard the
Satan say, "Woe! Reb Meir sent this
man out of the house." (Gittin 52).

The Chasam Sofer explains that this
couple is an example of what
happens in many homes on Fridays.
The yetzer haratries to disrupt the
peace in many homes on Fridays, to
prevent them from receiving

Hashem's blessings.

The holy sefarim say that
acknowledging that these
Friday-fights are instigated by the
Satan, helps the couple to maintain
peace. They understand that the one
who is guilty is really the yetzer
hara, whose attempts cause people
to bicker on this day. We should
obviously try to pass the test in
order to merit the blessings of
parnassahthat Shabbos gives us.1111

1. The words of the gemara are, מביתיה גברא לההוא מאיר ר' דאפקיה ,ווי "Woe, Reb
Meir took this man out of the home." The gemara seems to be saying that Reb

Meir sent the Satan out of the home, so we wonder, why does the gemara say
that Reb Meir sent out this man? It should say, "Reb Meir sent the Satan out of
the home."
We can answer that it was indeed, the man, the husband, who was sent out of
the home. Because Reb Meir taught that husband that he shouldn’t be home too
much on Fridays, for the sake of peace.
The ideal situation is when a husband can be home on Fridays, with peace and
harmony. But when a couple sees that the yetzer hara is overcoming them, and
is succeeding to make machlokes on Fridays, it may be best for the husband to
be somewhat less home on Fridays. (Or they can find some other solution, to bring
shalom into their homes on Fridays.)
The gemara (Brachos 56:) discusses dreams, and what they mean. The gemara
says, "there are three signs of peace, the river, the bird, and the kettle." When one
sees one of these in a dream, it is a sign that he will have peace. The gemara
also says that if one sees a kettle in his dreams, he should wake up and say, "ד'

לנו " שלום ישפות Hashem should give us peace (Yeshayah 31:26).
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The gemara tells us, "A father is
obligated to circumcise his son, to
make apidyon habein, to teach him
Torah, to get him married, and to
teach him a trade. Some say that the
father is also obligated to teach his

son to swim." (Kidushin 29.)

The last two items – to teach a trade
and to teach the child to swim – are
connected. The Rebbe of Kotzk zy"a
explained that when one swims, he
keeps his head above water. The

father's obligation to teach his son to
swim figuratively means that a
father should teach his children to
remain slightly above the
materialism of this world, even when
they are busy with their trade, trying

to earn a living.

The mind should remain above the
work, and focused on emunah,
bitachon,and (when applicable, also
on) Torah. There are jobs that one
can do while thinking Torah.2222 When
one can't – because it disturbs his

What does a kettle have to do with peace? The Meforshim explain that water and
fire are opposites, they cannot be together. But when there is a kettle separating
between the water and the fire, then fire and water can coexist.
Therefore, the kettle represents peace, because sometimes some amount of
division is needed for the sake of making peace. The husband spending less hours
in the house (and instead, spends more hours in the beis medresh studying Torah)
is often a good recipe for shalom bayis.
Another counsel for shalom and for overcoming anger, is humor.
Reb Chaim Shmuelevitz zt"l was giving a drashah in his yeshiva. There was a
nudnick, who wanted to disturb the class. He interrupted Reb Chaim and asked,
"Why are the mouth and the eyes located within the face, while the ears and the
nose protrude?"
Reb Chaim replied, "The ears and the nose protrude in order to hold up the
eyeglasses," and continued teaching.
With wisdom and humor, he didn’t allow this man's question arouse his anger.
It is also said that a person once came home to an angry wife. (It was probably
on a Friday.) His wife shouted and hollered, and then she took a bucket of water
and poured it over him. He said that he wasn't surprised. "After thunder and
lightning generally comes the rain." He overcame his anger with humor.
Rebbe Hershel of Ziditchov zy"a had a segulah, to help keep peace in the home
on Fridays. He said that having the Shabbos table all set by midday (chatzos
hayom) is a segulah for shalom.
2. The mishnah says, ארץ דרך עם תורה  תלמוד ,יפה "Torah study is good with work"
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work – he can still keep his focus on
emunah and bitachon, by
remembering that everything is from

Hashem.

Reb Chaim Krasna zy"a hardly left
the room where he learned Torah
day and night. But once, a tightrope
walker came to town to cross the
river on a tight-rope. The entire
town went to watch the stunt,
including Reb Chaim Krasna. When
Reb Chaim was walking home, his
gabai asked him why he came to

watch the tightrope walker.

He explained, "The tightrope walker
does this for parnassah.
Nevertheless, when he is on the
rope, he doesn’t think about
parnassah. His life is endangered if
he thinks about anything other than
what he is doing. We can learn from
this that when one doeshishtadlus
for parnassah, the mind should
primarily be with Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, who is the true source for

parnassah."

Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin zy'a taught
this lesson from the passuk,êéôë òéâé
ìëàú éë, "you will eat the work of
your hands" (Tehillim 128). The
Rebbe of Kobrin zy"a said, "The
work of your hands, but not the
work of your mind." The head

should be involved in loftier
thoughts.

Similarly, it is written, úáùçî áùçì
úùçðáå óñëáå áäæá úåùòì, "To think
thoughts, to produce with gold,
silver and copper" (Shmos 31:4).
The Divrei Shmuel zy"a explains,
even as one works and is earning
gold, silver and copper, his mind
should be thinking thoughts of Torah

and emunah.

We attain this attitude from Shabbos.
Once a week, we enjoy a day of
spirituality, and it teaches us to live
with this elevated mode, throughout

the rest of the week.

This week is ShabbosShekalim, the
first of the Four Parashiyios
(Shekalim, Zachor, Parah, and

HaChodesh).

The Midrash (Ki Sisa 3) states,
“Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to
Moshe Rabbeinu, ‘I swear, that just
as you are now standing, teaching
themparashas shekalim, and you are
raising their heads [zokeif roshan] so
will you do every year, when they
read thisparashahbefore Me. It will
be as though you are standing there,

elevating them.”

The Sefer Hazchus writes, “This
midrash is teaching us a very great

(Avos 2:2). The Divrei Yoel of Satmar zy"a explains that this means, even
when working he should be studying Torah as well.
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promise! In every generation, when
we readparashas shekalim, Moshe
Rabbeinu a”h elevates the heads of

the Jewish people.”

Our heads are raised, and we are
able to live beyond the limitations of
this world. We are able to live with

Torah and withemunah.

After Achashveirosh became angry
at Haman, and accused him of trying
to take Esther away from him, the
Megilah says,åôç ïîä éðôå, "Haman's
face was covered" (7:8). The
Alshich HaKadosh explains that the
Persian law at that time was that
when someone who was sentenced
to death and then merits to see the
king, he was acquitted and granted
life. Therefore, theMegilah tells us
that Haman's face was covered, so

he wouldn’t see Achashveirosh.

On ShabbosShekalim, our heads are
raised, and we merit, keviyachol,
seeing Hashem.3333 This generates the
greatest brachos for health,
parnassah, and all our needs, and it
teaches us to live in this uplifted

way always.

עביד עביד עביד עביד  לטבלטבלטבלטב רחמנארחמנארחמנארחמנא דעבידדעבידדעבידדעביד כלכלכלכל

Hashem's name,Elokim, is gimatriya
òáèä (nature). It is the name that
prevails in the world, when Hashem
leads the world according to the
rules of nature.Elokim is also the
name used for judgment and
punishment,chalilah. Rebbe Naftali
of Ropshitz zy"a says, when one
thinks that everything is natural –
this means: his head isn't raised, and
he doesn’t recognize Hashem in his
life – he is associating himself with
the name Elokim which
simultaneously represents nature and
castigation. This can be the root of
his suffering,chalilah. But when one
raises his head, and he believes that
everything is from Hashem, he is

saved from suffering.

Rebbe Naftali Ropshitzer zy"a
writes, "Hamtakas hadinim(when
hardships become sweetened) occurs
when one doesn’t believe in nature
at all, becauseElokim is gimatriya
òáèä. One must believe in above
nature… in Hashem's wonderful
hashgachah (providence)… Chas
veshalom, when one doesn’t believe
this, and he falls underteva (he

3. Rebbe Pinchas of Koritz zy"a said, "I am looking forward for the Four
Parashiyos, when we meet with Hashem."

Rebbe Yisrael of Ruzin zt”l said: “It is possible to unite with Hashem during these
four weeks. Each of these four weeks represents one letter of Hashem’s holy
name.”
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thinks that everything is natural) –
because the human mind only
understands nature – this will bring
him dinim (castigation/difficulties),
chas veshalom, from the name
Elokim, which is gimatriya òáèä."

(Zera Kodesh, Chukas)

One must be aware that everything
comes from Hashem, and not just
something that happens by nature. A
person who has this faith, is elevated
above nature, and even better things

can happen to him now.

Hashem's name isn't mentioned in
the megillah, because the miracles of
the megillah are dressed within
natural occurrences. Vashti was
killed, Esther became queen, etc.
Yet, when one looks closely, he will
be able to find Hashem, and
Hashem's name in themegillah,

concealed between the letters.

The most famous example is, when
Queen Esther said,íBiä ïîäå Cìnä àBáé̈©¤¤§¨¨©
(Esther5:5). Look at the first letters,
and you see Hashem's name. In
(Esther 5:13) Haman says,äæ [ìëå]§¨¤
éì äBL epðéà. Look at the final letters¥¤¤¦
backwards, and you find Hashem's

name again.

When the name is in order (like in
the first example) it represents the
times when Hashem leads the world
with chessed(kindness). When the
letters are backwards (as in the
second example) it representsdin,
judgment, and difficult times. But
even then, Hashem is still there.
Because even when the order of
things seems to be backwards,
Hashem is right there leading us.4444

The Ben Ish Chai zt"l told the
following story:

4. The gemara (Shabbos 55.) says, "Hakadosh Baruch Hu's seal (חתימה ) is emes
(אמת) ." This is the reason the first, last and middle letters of the alef-beis

spells .אמת 
The gemara Yoma (69:) tells that the chachamim prayed that Hashem abolish the
yetzer hara of avodah zarah. They said, "This [yetzer hara] destroyed the Beis
HaMikdash…caused the death of all tzaddikim, and sent the Jewish people into
exile…, and it is still dancing among us. You only gave us this yetzer hara so we
can earn reward. We don’t need the yetzer hara and we don’t need the reward."
The gemara says that a paper fell from heaven, and written on it was the word
.אמת  Hashem was showing that he agreed with them. The gemara writes, "We
learn from this that Hashem's seal is .אמת 
When one looks at a seal, the letters appear backwards. But when the seal is
pressed over paper, the letters can be read in order.
This tells us that when one tries to understand Hashem's ways, he will often be
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There was once a poor, though
generous woman. She would bake
four breads every day. She gave
three breads to the poor, and she

kept one for her family.

One morning, after distributing the
three breads, a fourth pauper came
to her door begging for food. He
said that he hadn't eaten for a few
days. She had mercy on him, and
she gave him the fourth bread.I'll

bake another one, she thought.

She took her bag filled with wheat
kernels, and went to the seaside,
where the communal mill stood.
After grinding her wheat into flour,
she put the bag on her shoulder and
headed home to bake bread for her
family. But a powerful gust of wind
from the ocean snatched the bag
away from her, and tossed it into the
sea. She began to cry.Why did she
deserve this punishment? Is this her
reward for the tzedakah she gives?

There was a yeshiva near the
seashore, so she went inside and
asked therosh yeshiva (who was
also the rav of the area) for an
explanation. "I give so much
tzedakah. Today I even gave my

family's bread away. Is this my
reward for thetzedakahI give?"

The rosh yeshiva told her that her
questions are valid, and what
happened to her was truly
astonishing. However he told her,
we trust that the ways of Hashem are
just, and that there is certainly an

explanation for what occurred.

Just then, two merchants came in
carrying two jars filled with gold
coins. "These are for the yeshiva,"

they said.

The shocked rosh yeshiva asked
them why they were donating this

large sum.

"We just returned from our business
travels overseas" they said. "The
way back was very stormy, and the
ship crashed into a large boulder.
Water came pouring into the ship.
Our lives were in danger. We vowed
that if we survive, we will give
tzedakahto the first yeshiva we find.
As soon as we made this pledge,
something miraculously closed the
hole. That's why we are bringing
you these jars filled with gold."
"Do you know what closed the hole
of the ship?" therosh yeshiva asked.

confused. Things seem to be in the wrong order. But really everything is exactly
as it should be. All of Hashem's ways are emes, true and good, although we don’t
always recognize this at first.
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"Yes, we know. When we got off
the boat, we wanted to see what
saved our lives. We were surprised
to see that it was a sack of flour!
The flour turned to dough, and glued
the bag onto the ship, exactly in the
right place to save our lives. It was

clearly a miracle!"

The rosh yeshiva turned to the poor
woman, "The bag was yours. Now
you have the answer to your
question. Heaven repaid your
charity. You were granted the
privilege to save an entire ship, filled
with people. Because mitzvah
goreres mitzvah(one mitzvah brings

on the next)…"

The gemara says, "Reb Akiva
taught, 'a person should always say,
ãéáò áèì àðîçø ãéáòã ìë 'everything that

Hashem does is for the good.'

"Once, when Reb Akiva was
traveling he arrived at a town and
sought a place to sleep overnight,
but no one took him in. Reb Akiva
said, 'everything that Hashem does is

for the good.'5555

"He slept in the fields. He had with
him a rooster [to awaken him in the

morning], a donkey, and a candle. A
wind blew out the candle, a cat ate
the rooster, and a lion devoured the
donkey. Reb Akiva said,ãéáòã ìë
áèì àðîçø 'Everything that Hashem

does is for the good.'

"That night, an army invaded the
city and took all the residents
captive."
Now it became clear how everything
was for the good. As Rashi clarifies,
"If the candle were lit, the army
would see it [and capture him]. If
the donkey would bray or if the
rooster would cockle, the army
would come and capture [Reb
Akiva]." And if the people of the
town would have taken Reb Akiva
in to be their guest, he would also
be taken captive. Reb Akiva
believed that everything was for the

good, and he was proven correct.

Reb Akiva said to [his students],
"Didn’t I tell you that everything
Hakadosh Baruch Hu does is for the

good?" (Brachos60:)

Reb Akiva wasn't bragging,chalilah,
when he said those words to his
students. He wasn't saying, "I told
you so?" He was saying much more.

5. People have free will; nevertheless Reb Akiva understood that if no one lets
him in for the night, it was destined from heaven. The people of the town would

be punished for not helping their fellow man (who this time was the Tana Reb
Akiva) but Reb Akiva understood that it was also destined from heaven. No one
can harm him, if it isn't Hashem's plan.
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He was explaining to his students
how he merited seeing that
everything is for the good. Because
although we believe that everything
is for the good, we don’t always
merit seeing it. Reb Akiva wanted
his students to know thesegulahfor
seeing vividly that everything is for
the good. Reb Akiva told his
students that he always says,ãéáòã ìë
áèì àðîçø "Everything that Hashem
does is for the good," and this
refrain enabled him to witness that

this was so. (Ben Ish Chai)

A student of the Baal Shem Tov was
woken up by an insect bite. Startled,
this great student sat up, and
accidentally spilled half of hisnegel
vasserout on the floor. He washed
his hands with the remaining water,
stood up and he saw that there were
burning coals near his clothes. If the
water wouldn’t have spilled, the
clothes would have caught fire, and
the house could have burned down.
He thanked Hashem for the miracle.
When he came back to his bed, he
saw that a beam had fallen from the
ceiling onto his bed. If he wasn't

awakened by the insect, the beam
would have fallen on him! He
thanked Hashem again, for this

second miracle.

In the morning, he repeated these
miracles to the Baal Shem Tov zy"a.
The Baal Shem Tov told him,
"When one believes that everything
is from Hashem and for the good, he

merits seeing this clearly."

The mitzvah ofkriyas Shma is said
twice every day, in the morning and
at night. It serves as a reminder
before the day starts, and after the
day ends, that everything that
occurred throughout the day came

from Hashem.

This is alluded to in the passuk, "ani
rishon va'ani acharon umibaladay
ein Elokim– I am first and I am last,
and other than I, there is none other"
(Yeshayah 44:6). When one
announces Hashem's onenessfirst (at
the beginning of the day) andlast (at
the end of the day) he will know that
there is none other than Hashem,
and everything that happens comes

from Him.6666

6. When Bilaam was going to curse Klal Yisrael, chalilah, his donkey suddenly
sat down in middle of the road, and refused to go further. Bilaam angrily beat

his donkey, until Hashem opened Bilaam's eyes and he saw that there was an
angel standing in front of them, with an outstretched sword. The angel said, "Why
did you beat your donkey three times?" (Devarim 22:32).
Bilaam's anger towards his donkey disappeared the moment he saw the angel,
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RunRunRunRun LikeLikeLikeLike aaaa DeerDeerDeerDeer

In Pirkei Avos(5:20) "Reb Yehudah
ben Teima says, 'Be brazen like a
leopard, swift like an eagle, run like
a deer, and be strong like a lion to
do the will of your Father in

heaven."

Reb Shimon Sofer zt"l asks, (1)
After stating that one should be swift
like an eagle, why does it say the
slower pace, "run like a deer"? In
modern terms, this would be like
someone saying, "Be quick like a jet,
and also like a car." (2) Where do
we find in Tanach that a deer runs
quickly, that themishnahuses it as

an example?

Chazal tell us (based on the final
passuk of Shir HaShirim) that the
nature of a deer is that when it runs
away, it repeatedly turns its head

back to look behind it.

Reb Shimon Sofer said that the
Mishnah is telling us to be swift in
avodas Hashem like an eagle, but
one should also adapt the nature of
the deer who keeps looking back.
This means that even when one is

growing in hisavodasHashem, swift
like an eagle, he still shouldn’t
forget to look back and see others
who are in need. His spiritual
growth shouldn’t cause him to lose

sight of others.

Kiddush Levanah is a very special
time. Chazal say that Kiddush
Levanah is like welcoming the face
of the Shechinah. It is also a
protection. The Shaarei Teshuvah
tells that a band of thieves and
murderers once caught a yid, and
they granted him his final wish. He
said that he wants to say Kiddush
Levanah. They agreed. He jumped
three times (as is the custom). While
he was still airborne, a strong wind
came and lifted him up and sent him
far away from the thieves, saving his

life.

The Magid (angel) told the Beis
Yosef, "After you say Kiddush
Levanah, you will certainly live

through the month."

However, even when someone is
saying this special prayer, and
someone else greets him and says

because he understood that it wasn't the donkey that was preventing him, it was
Hashem's plan.
Similarly, when people realize that everything is Hashem's will, they will not be
angry.
Therefore, when the car stalls, or when anything else interferes with how one would
like things to be, he should remember that this is from Hashem, and he won't be
angry. With this knowledge, he will never be distressed.
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shalomaleichem, you must answer.
(Not while saying the brachah, but
afterwards.) Say three times shalom
aleichem (as this is part of the
nusachof kiddush levanah) because
one must have in mind others, even

in the most exalted moments.

Another reference to the lesson is
the following halachah: "The time to
read Shma in the morning is when
[it is light enough for one to] see his
friend… four cubits away, and he
recognizes him" (Shulchan Aruch
55:1). Kriyas Shma is from the
highest moments of the day, when
we accept the yoke of heaven. At
this special time, we must also be

able to see our friends as well.

When a rav isn't certain of a
halachah, there is a tendency to rule
lechumrah (stringently). He figures

that if he is stringent, he is certainly
safe. The Shevet Musar disagrees.
He says that by being stringent he is
avoiding a sinbein adam lamokom
(to Hashem) but he may be sinning
bein adam lechaveiro(to his fellow
man). Yom Kippur atones for sins
that arebein adam lamakom, but it
doesn’t atone for sins that arebein
adam lechaveiro, so one must be

careful.

When a question regarding kashrus
was brought to Reb Moshe Kliers
zt"l, the Rav of Teveria, he was very
careful to rule correctly. He would
repeat the Shevet Mussar'svort, and
explain that if he makes a mistake,
and says that the food is not kosher,
he may be causing a poor person to
lose money. That is a sinbein adam
lechaveiro, that Yom Kippur doesn’t

atone.7777

7. The Shaagas Aryeh, sometimes, went into self-imposed exile. He traveled from
place to place without telling people who he was or his greatness in Torah. He

wouldn’t eat by others, because he was very careful not to eat chadash. So he
would travel with a package of barley, and he would ask people to cook it for him.
One day, he attended a wedding. Everyone was eating, except for the Shaagas
Aryeh. He was hoping that people would take notice that he wasn’t eating, and
ask him about this, and he would tell them that he needs someone to cook his
barley. But no one noticed him, and no one asked him why he wasn’t eating. Hours
passed, he was hungry.
At the end of the chasunah, it was discovered that someone stole the silverware,
and they suspected the Shaagas Aryeh. The Shaagas Aryeh replied that he now
understands the passuk: "nishkachti kimeis mileiv - I was forgotten like a dead
person." I was forgotten until now, because no one even turned to me to ask why
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In his seferMe'il Tzedakah(î"ùúú)
the Shevet Mussar teaches, "There

is a form of charity that is easy to
do, and the reward is great. This is
to say kind words and to bring joy
to someone who is anxious and
worried about some matter. It is only
words, so one shouldn’t be stingy
with them. He should speak a lot [of
such words to give comfort and
encouragement to those who are

going through hard times].

"I experienced this myself, because
once I was speaking with someone
who was in low spirits. Sometime
later, he told me that if I wouldn’t
have spoken with him, he would

have committed suicide."8888

Rebbe Elimelech of Lizensk zy"a
and his brother Rebbe Zusha zy"a
were at an inn one night, sleeping on
mattresses on the ground. (This
happened during the years when
these two tzaddikim traveled in
'galus' to purify themselves, and they
attained extremely high levels.)
Rowdy goyim came in. They were

drinking vodka, and for
entertainment they wanted to hurt a
yid, chalilah. Rebbe Zusha and
Rebbe Elimelech were sleeping in
one of the corners of the room, so
they went over to harm them. Rebbe
Elimelech was sleeping closer to the
wall, and Rebbe Zusha was closer to
them, so they woke up Rebbe Zusha
and hit him. They laughed and
returned to their drinks. Rebbe
Zusha returned to his mattress. Soon,
the goyim were thirsty for more
cruelty. They took Rebbe Zusha and
hurt him again. This happened
several times. Rebbe Elimelech said
to Rebbe Zusha, "Let's change
places. Why should they beat you all

the time?"

The goyim came again. This time,
one of them said, "Why should we
hurt this Jew again. Let his friend
also remember that he was here." So
they took the yid who was sleeping
near the wall, and hit him. But it
was Rebbe Zusha again, since they

had changed places.

I wasn’t eating. "Hayisi – I came into existence. Kichli oveid – when a utensil was
lost" (Tehillim 31:13). Suddenly people realize that I exist.
8. One of the sefarim that the Shevet Mussar wrote is called Eizur Eliyahu

(Eliyahu's belt) because of a miracle that happened to him. Once, he awoke
in the middle of the night, and wanted to study Torah and pray, but he needed a
belt. It was dark. He bent down and picked up what he thought was a belt, and
wrapped himself in it. In the morning, he saw that he had wrapped himself with a
snake. In memory of this miracle, he named his sefer Eizur Eliyahu (the belt of
Eliyuah).
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Rebbe Zusha said to Rebbe
Elimelech, "Beloved brother, do you
see? When it is bashert that
someone be beaten, there is nothing
one can do to prevent it. Wherever
he will be, they will search for him

to give him his share."

The Kedushas Tzion of Bobov zy"a
told over the same story, but with
significant variations, and the final

lesson is also different.

The Kedushas Tzion said that it was
the chassidim of Rebbe Elimelech
and Rebbe Zusha who were in the
inn (and not the rebbes themselves).
The rest of the story is more or less
the same. The goyim were drunk;
they beat the one sleeping closer to
them. Eventually, the chassidim
changed places, but then they goyim
decided to beat the person sleeping
near the wall.
They came to Rebbe Elimelech and
told him what happened. Rebbe
Elimelech replied, "A yid mustn’t
seek to make his life better." If the
person, who was beaten the first few
times, wouldn’t try to make his life
easier and if he would remain in the
same place, he wouldn’t have been

hurt by the final beating.

The chassidim asked the rebbe, "Is it
wrong to strive to live better?" It
doesn't seem rational that a person
mustn’t seek to make his life better

and easier.

The rebbe clarified, "One mustn’t try
to make his life better on another

person's expense."

PrayingPrayingPrayingPraying fromfromfromfrom aaaa LowLowLowLow PlacePlacePlacePlace

When someone comes to a wealthy
person, and says, "My son is ill,
rachmanah litzlan. I need a hundred
thousand dollars for his medical
care," the wealthy person will often
check into the matter and give
generously to the cause, but he
probably won't give the entire
amount. He knows that the father
goes from one wealthy person to the
next, asking for tzedakah, so he
doesn’t feel obligated to give the

entire amount himself.

It's not that he isn't compassionate.
This very same wealthy person
would give the entire amount – and
even more – to save the child's life,
if he knew that he is their only hope.
For example, if they would be in a
forest, and a thief asks for this
amount or the child will be
murdered, chalilah, the wealthy
person would joyously give the
entire sum. But when the poor father
comes to his door, the wealthy man
thinks about the other generous
neighbors who can help too, and
therefore he doesn’t give the entire

amount himself.

We mentioned this to explain how
our tefillah should appear, when we
daven to Hashem. If we come to
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Hashem with the feeling that we can
be helped in other ways – Hashem
may say, "I'll help out a little bit,
since you came to me, but you are
going to others too, so I don’t have
to do the entire job myself." But
when one acknowledges that no one
other than Hashem can help him, he
will place all his heart and feeling
into his tefillos, and then Hashem

will help him completely.

This is the ideal, heartfelttefillah
that we seek to attain. Such atefillah

will certainly be answered.

The Brisker Rav zt"l said, "I
understand why the poor have
parnassah. They realize that they
must turn to Hashem for their daily
bread, and therefore they are
continuously and sincerely praying
to Hashem. But how do the wealthy
have parnassah? Even when they
pray for parnassah, they feel that
they really don’t have to pray, since
they have money in their bank, etc."

The Brisker Rav said the answer that
the Rav of Sokolov zt"l gave. Chazal
say, "One who has one hundred
wants two hundred." So the wealthy
also feel that they are lacking all the
time, and therefore, they also turn to
Hashem with all their hearts. This is
the reason theirtefillos are answered.

Once, by the Baba Sali zt"l, there
were only nine people, and they

needed a tenth for a minyan. One of
them said, "My son is here. He is
younger than bar-mitzvah, but there
are opinions that he can also be
counted for a minyan."
The Baba Sali agreed to accept him
for the minyan, citing theShulchan
Aruch that states, "Some permit…
with nine people together with a
child who is above six years old, [on
the condition that the child] knows
to whom we pray…" (seeShulchan

Aruch 55:4)

The Baba Sali then overheard the
father tell the child, "Do you see,
here is theamud, and the chazzan
davens to theamud…" The Baba
Sali said, "Now we are lacking two
people for the minyan," because he
saw that the father thinks that we
pray to theshtender, and he forgot

that we pray to Hashem.

The gemara says, "A person
shouldn’t stand in a high place and
pray. He should go to a low place,
and pray. As it says,'ã êéúàø÷ íé÷îòîî,
from the depths, I call to you,

Hashem." (Brachos10:)

The high place, the Ben Ish Chai
said, is the brain. The low place is
the heart. A person shouldn’t pray
solely with the mind. He should go
to the lower place, to the heart, and
pray from there. That is the ideal
tefillah that we seek to acquire; a
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tefillah, which emanates from the
heart.9999

Once, an innkeeper told his
merchant-guest, "You will have to
change rooms, because I just heard
that Rebbe Dovid of Tolne will be
coming here tonight, and I want to
give him this room."
The merchant wasn't a chassid, but
he agreed to the innkeeper's request.
He kept a close eye on the rebbe,
because he was interested to
understand the ways of chassidim.

That night, the merchant overheard
the innkeeper and his wife having a
heated debate. He paid attention to
what they were saying. He heard
that the innkeeper came to the rebbe,
asked for a brachah forparnassah,
and the rebbe said that the innkeeper
must first give him two hundred
gold coins. "But that is all the
money we have!" the innkeeper was

saying.

His wife replied, "If the rebbe asked
for the money, give it to him."

The merchant, who overheard their
conversation, was very upset. The
innkeeper wasn't wealthy, he was

struggling to make a living, and now
he needed to give away all his
savings. The merchant didn’t

understand how this was fair.

The next morning, the rebbe was
outside with his gabai. The rebbe
pointed to a certain spot in the yard,
and said, "This is a good place for a
stable, and it should be filled with
many horses. And over there is a
good place to build another inn…
And it would be good, if a windmill
would stand over there…" The
merchant heard them, and couldn’t
understand why the rebbe was

speaking in this unusual manner.

A few years later, the merchant was
traveling in this area again. When he
came to the inn, he saw that
everything was exactly as the rebbe
had said. There was a stable filled
with horses. A new inn was built, a

mill, etc.

He went to the Tolne Rebbe and
said, "Now I know you are a holy
man, since everything that you said
transpired. But please explain to me,
why did you take two hundred gold
coins from this couple? It was their

last pennies."

9. מ"ם ד"לת א"לף spells אדם (man). When one looks at the second and third letters
of the above, he has the word .מתפלל These letters are called the miluy

(fillings). The Ben Ish Chai says that this means that one should pray with the
miluy, with the inside, with the heart, and not solely with his mind and tongue.
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The Rebbe replied, "It was destined
from heaven that this couple should
become rich, but they neededtefillos
for it to happen. However, they
weren't praying. It wasn't that they
didn’t daven at all, but they
wouldn’t daven from the depths of
their heart. Whenever they had a
financial difficulty, they would say,
'But we have two hundred ruble.'
They trusted in their savings, and
this prevented them from praying
sincerely. So I took away their
money, and then they prayed
earnestly, and that is when their
mazal began to shine, and Hashem
sent them the great wealth that you

saw."10101010

There was a tzaddik who would give
segulos for people in need of
parnassah. Rebbe Hershele of
Ziditchov zy"a asked him why he

does that. The tzaddik replied,
"Chazal say, tefillahoseh mechtzah,
tefillah accomplishes half. I pray for
my chassidim, and they also pray,
but this will only give them half the
parnassah that they need. I give
them segulosfor the other half."
Rebbe Hershele replied, "I found
another solution. I pray fordouble
the amount that they need. If
someone needs a million dollars, I
pray that he have two million. The
tefillah will accomplish half, but that

will also be sufficient."

Rebbe Hershel Zidichover said that
this is alluded to in the following
passuk: äëàìîä ìëì íéã äúéä äëàìîäå
øúåäå äúà úåùòì, "The donations were
sufficient for building theMishkan,
and there was extra" (Shmos36:7).
The commentaries ask, was it

sufficient, or was there extra?

10. A shadchan said to Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz zy"a that he has a very good
shidduch for his son, Rebbe Mordechai (of Bulgeray zy"a). "This is a shidduch

where there is Torah and wealth…" the shadchan said.
Rebbe Yissacher Dov didn’t want to consider it. He said, "I don’t want that my son
should awaken in the morning, feeling confident that he has all the money he
needs for food and for all his needs. I want my son to awaken in the morning and
daven for his necessities. That way, he will always be connected to Hashem.
Reb Shlomo Zalman Aurbach zt"l taught: What is avodah zara? It is when people
think that their shefa (bounty) comes from the stars (or some other source, chalilah)
and not from Hashem. Reb Shlomo Zalman Aurbach zt"l explained that when a
person trusts in his money, it is similar, to some extent. He believes that his money
can help him. One must place his trust in Hashem, and then he will receive
Hashem's blessings.
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We can explain that people davened
for extra (øúåä) , and therefore there

was enough(íéã) .

The gemara says, "The day when
Rebbe (Reb Yehudah HaNasi) was
niftar, the rabbis decreed a fast, and
everyone was praying. The
chachamim said, 'Whoever says
Rebbe died will be killed by a

sword.'" (Kesubos104.)

Why did they enact this decree? If
Rebbe actually died, what is wrong

with saying so?

The Shita Mekubetzes explains that

they wanted people to continue
praying for Rebbe even after his
demise, because withtefillah, they
would be able to revive Rebbe, and
bring him back to life again.Tefillah
can accomplish anything, even
techiyas hameisim. But if people will
hear that he wasniftar, they would
stop praying, and the opportunity

will be lost.

We must recognize the power of
tefillah, how all our heart's desires
can be attained withtefillah, and
especially those coming from the

heart.11111111

11. Often, thoughts of Torah come to the minds of talmidei chachamim, as they
are davening, and they push these thoughts out of their mind, in order to focus

on their tefillah. Sometimes, these great scholars are distressed, because they had
an idea in Torah that they don’t want to forget. They want to focus on the Torah
thought before continuing their tefillah, so they will grasp onto it, and not forget it,
but they know that they must continue to daven.
The Sefer Chasidim (546) says, "Don’t let your heart tell you that if you won't think
these words of Torah, you will forget them. If you will not think these words of
Torah while your davening… Hakadosh Baruch Hu will repay you, and instead of
this one matter that you forget, you will be repaid and remember much more."
I think that we can certainly say that the same is true about someone who has
thoughts of business, while davening Shemonah Esrei. If he will push the thoughts
out of his mind, he will earn much more. His business ventures will be blessed
several times over, for focusing on his tefillah and ignoring these foreign thoughts.
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