
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

תזריעפרשת   – Mitzvos With Joy 

 

 בס''ד

לר''ש צביה בת 

 יהודית

ִמיִני ּוַבּיֹום ַשר ִיּמֹול ַהשְּׁ ָלתוֹ  בְּׁ )יב' ג'(:  ָערְּׁ   
 
 

On the eighth day you should give the child a Bris Milah 
 

The Medrash Tanchuma comments on this Posuk that even though the Torah does not specify 
that we must spend money in order to perform this Mitzva, Klal Yisroel are still prepared to put 
themselves out and spend money in order to perform this Mitzva with great joy (seemingly 
referring to the expenses of the Bris Seuda). This shows how far their love for Torah and Mitzvos 
goes. 

The Medrash continues with a promise from Hashem, “If you keep the Mitzvos with joy and 
happiness, I will ensure to bring you more Simcha in your life.” 

As we prepare for Pesach and the expenses start to pile up, it would be worthwhile to 
remember this Medrash. Our willingness to spend money for Mitzvos and to be happy with 
performing Mitzvos, stands us in good stead in the eyes of Hashem. 

If this is true for all Mitzvos, why does the Medrash make this comment on this Mitzva of Bris 
Mila? 

For generations, Bris Mila has been a Mitzva kept even in difficult circumstances and with great 
Mesirus Nefesh. Even non-frum Yidden see this Mitzva as something of their heritage that is 
important to hold on to. It is indeed a good example of a Mitzvah that all of Klal Yisroel keep 
with great joy. 

Harav Chaim Berlin (the son of the Netziv) once told over the following story. When he was a 
Rov in Moskova, a Yid once came to see him and requested to speak privately with him. 

They sat in a private room and the Yid began to whisper. “My wife gave birth to a baby boy and I 
want you to be the Mohel.” 

“Why is it such a secret?” the Rov asked him. 

The man sighed. “I work in a non-Jewish firm and my house is in the non-Jewish neighborhood. I 
hide my Jewish identity so well that they do not even know that I am Jewish. If they find out, I 
will lose my business and perhaps they will come after me to harm me too. 

“I need the Rov to advise me how to go about making this Bris without them realizing anything.” 

Rav Berlin listened carefully and began to ask lots of questions about the man’s house, his 
timetable, his non-Jewish friends etc. When he had enough information he advised him as 
follows. 

“You should summon the Jewish doctor to your house on the eighth day, pretending that the 
baby is unwell. I will accompany the doctor into the house. Make sure you send all the maids out 
of the room and then I will perform the Bris with the Doctor being the Sandek. Your non-Jewish 
friends will not realize anything as they will think it was just a simple medical visit.” 

The man left, feeling relieved and began to prepare for the day of the Bris. All went smoothly 
and the Bris took place in secret as they had planned. When the Rov left the house after the Bris, 
he told the man to return to him after three days for a check up on the Bris. 

When the man entered Rav Berlin’s house, the Rov admitted that he had really summoned him 
to ask a burning question, “How come you were Moser Nefesh to give your child a Bris?” 

With tears streaming down his face, the man explained, “Rebbe, I have made many mistakes 
and have veered from the Torah path. I worry for my child’s future – will he grow up with 
Yiddishe values? The least I could do for my child was to ensure he had a Bris. Then, hopefully, 
the spark of Kedusha inside him will direct him along the right path.” 

Indeed, Bris Mila is a Mitzva that all of Klal Yisroel keep with great joy.  
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